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Commentary
Musings with Mary Lou

Friendship
By Mary Lou Finesilver
Definition of friendship for English Language Learners: the
state of being friends;
the relationship between friends, a friendly
feeling or attitude, kindness or help given to someone.
Friends are an important component
of our lives and our mental health. Now,
don’t take my word for it. Ask a friend?
No, seriously. I do believe that you have
to have a friend, whether that friend lives
next door or in California or Seattle or
Pennsylvania.

It’s important to have someone you
can talk to besides your family. Family,
actually, could come under the heading
of friends, too. However, in the long run,
a contemporary is more aware of where
you are in your life than maybe even your
family.
There are many kinds of friends, and
I think I have had them all—as I am sure
you have also. There are the ones who
love you or like you because of you, not
your age, not your looks, and not your accomplishments, but just because. I have
had a few of those, and I appreciate each
and every one of them.
Friends of long standing are wonderful. When I was going to secretarial
school in New York City in 1952, I met
a young woman who was learning how
to be a steno typist in the city. We had a
mutual friend and we became lifelong

friends, and even though I eventually
moved to Youngstown and she stayed
in New York, and we both married and
had children, our friendship remained
constant for over 35 years until she died
about 28 years ago. I still reach out to her
now and then. Out of sight but never out
of mind.
That same kind of friendship was here
in Youngstown with a wonderful woman
who left us 25 years ago and she, also, is
often in my thoughts and prayers. Another friend I met through my husband
is married to one of his army buddies.
That friendship and love has held strong
for over 55 years even though they live
in Bethlehem, Pa and the last time I saw
them was nine years ago.
I am also fortunate enough to have
many great friends in Youngstown, some
my age, some younger. Friends you can

Six Ways to Address Sexual Harassment
in the Jewish Community
Ensure accountability
By Lisa Eisen
#MeToo.
#GamAni. The stories are numerous
and painful. They
span decades and
reach every corner of the Jewish
community.
Enough is enough.
The time is now
for us to finally and fully address sexual
harassment in Jewish institutional life.
When it comes to sexual harassment,
Jewish teachings are unequivocal: We are
obligated to put an end to the behavior
for the sake of the victim, the perpetrator
and the community as a whole. Despite
our moral code, however, sexual misconduct in the Jewish community too often
goes unaddressed. As Hollywood, media
and government offices grapple with
their ethical challenges, it is clear we
need a reckoning of our own.
When the Good People Fund surveyed
Jewish professionals in 2017, it found
that sexual harassment is perceived by
respondents to be tolerated in Jewish
organizations. Female CEOs, fundraisers
and rabbis frequently report problems
in their interactions with donors and lay
leaders. Female employees report feeling
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some level of harassment is inevitable,
and most believe — and some have left
the field as a result — that their organizations are ineffective at preventing or addressing it.
Indeed, the recent Leading Edge study
found that only two-thirds of employees
of Jewish organizations report that they
are aware of their organization’s sexual
harassment policies, and only about onethird know what to do or where to go if
they experience harassment.
The time is now to end this reality.
The time is now to move from talk to action. The time is now for us to commit
to acting individually and collectively to
build safer, more respectful and equitable
places to work. We must come together
across political, denominational and gender lines to address the power dynamics and structural inequalities that allow
harassment and abuse to take root. We
must raise the bar of fairness and equality in our workplaces, institutions and
the spaces in between.
To succeed, we need to advance cultural and practical change. We at the
Schusterman Foundation are joining
with other foundations and organizations to explore how we can help create
systemic change in Jewish communal life
on both fronts.
Here are five crucial areas in which we
can and must act:

To eliminate harassment in our community, all of us — funders, nonprofit
professionals and lay leaders — must
hold ourselves and our organizations accountable. I envision a pledge, akin to the
Child Safety Pledge, committing us to uphold safety and respect in and around the
Jewish workplace as an important step
forward. A common pledge — backed by
tangible resources and collective action
— could ensure that organizations walk
their talk and actively pursue today’s best
practices for preventing and responding
to sexual harassment.

Exhibit leadership

Committed, engaged organizational
and philanthropic leaders are critical to
changing the status quo. Thanks to the
outstanding work of Commissioners
Chai Feldblum and Victoria Lipnic, who
led the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission Select Task Force on the
Study of Harassment in the Workplace,
we know that “the cornerstone of a successful harassment prevention strategy
is the consistent and demonstrated commitment of senior leaders to create and
maintain a culture in which harassment
is not tolerated.”
Those in leadership positions must
start by refraining from and putting an
end to adverse behavior. Jewish leaders
need to show they will not stand for or
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talk to about dreams and wishes, go to
the movies, go to dinner and to Temple,
etc.
Then there are my Temple friends. We
have developed a comradeship because
we have become like a family for the services we attend regularly.
Last but not least are our work friends.
The basis for most friendship is trust and
knowing that if you need someone, they
are there. They are your backup, the people you rely on, love and again trust.
Now I am sure you have had similar experiences, you just need to think about it
all. However, this column has been much
too serious, so please everybody join in
with me: “It’s friendship, friendship; Just
a perfect blendship; When other friendships have been forgot, Ours will still be
hot; A-lottle-dottle-dottle-dig-dig-dig”
accept sexual harassment and take proactive steps to promote a safe, respectful
Jewish organizational culture. Funders,
too, must commit to this work — not just
for the organizations we support, but also
to help equalize the relationship between
donors and Jewish professionals, and to
strengthen our own internal cultures.

Refresh policies and
procedures

In the wake of #MeToo, every Jewish
organization must have in place the modern infrastructure of a safe workplace, including transparent policies, consistent
training and protected reporting methods. The EEOC recommendations are
clear on this front as well. Healthy work
environments need “strong and comprehensive harassment policies; trusted and
accessible complaint procedures; and
regular, interactive training tailored to
the audience and the organization.”
In addition to updating our own policies and procedures, those who serve as
funders can request anti-harassment and
discrimination policies in our grant applications, share sample templates and
best practices with grantees, and refer
them to expert resources.

Train staff and boards
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Rodef Sholom
President’s Message
As we head into the New Year, with
consideration of the Torah portion,
Va’eira, about the plagues in ancient
Egypt prior to the Exodus, and the coincidental current celebration for Reverend
Martin Luther King, following are some
random thoughts. The ancient Egyptian
pharaohs cruelly built a regionally powerful society on the whipped backs of
slaves herded from their native countries
with swords and chariots, or voluntarily
in response to famine induced by severe
drought with climate change associated
with the violent formation of the Mediterranean ocean. In a sense, this history
conditioned the occurrence of the ten
plagues, leading to the exodus of Moses
and the Hebrew nation to freedom in the
Sinai and eventually the return to Zion.
So it was in more recent history that
a relatively small community of southern
plantation owners built enormous fortunes on the backs of African slave laborers, and then refused to support emerging industrial production in the northern
states, leading to the bloodbath of the
American Civil War with preservation
of the Union. So I ask, why does human
history have to be so hateful and violent? Our first President, General George
Washington, was a southern plantation
owner reputed to be the wealthiest individual in America in his time. Working
with him were individuals who crafted a
government instituted to balance exercise of power, and a constitution which
formalized the protection of individual
rights. Did we have to fight such a brutal
“civil” war? With all the comforts of modern society, why are there frequent random acts of mass murder? Why so many
deaths due to narcotic overdoses? We appear to have our own plagues!
Leaving these troubling questions
behind for now, let’s refocus on current
Youngstown and our Congregation. In
some ways, with attention to downtown
Youngstown, the town is slowly rebuilding. Our Congregation has accomplished
much in the refurbishment of Strouss
Hall, replacement of kitchen equipment,
air conditioners, a new water boiler and
refrigerator, LCD lighting, new computers, new telephones and cable service,
two Baldwin pianos, updated Windows
compatible temple software in progress
linkable to QuickBooks software, consideration of improved sound equipment in the Sanctuary, and more, all
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with preservation of economic stability.
In fact, our beautiful sanctuary is featured on the cover and in the preface of
the recently published book, A History of
Jewish Youngstown and the Steel Valley,
authored by Thomas Welch, Joshua Foster, and Gordon Morgan, copies of which
may be purchased in our gift shop. The
book begins with a description of the ceremony to dedicate the newly constructed
Temple Rodef Sholom on June 4, 1886.
I recall reading a book entitled The Life
and Death of Great American Cities by
Jane Jacobs in an urban history course at
Columbia College many years ago, which
attributed the emergence of Manhattan
as the dominant commercial center on
the east coast to the talent, organization,
and energy of the business community
there. I suspect that that there is considerable talent here, which, if organized
and merchandised effectively, can effect
economic growth. Youngstown did not
get the recent Amazon warehouse project, which is being built in Cleveland,
what I would consider a tactical error
even if they did have deeper pockets.
Youngstown is at an intersection of major
highways heading north to Canada, east
to the George Washington Bridge over
the Hudson, south and west, as well as a
military airport with adequate runways
for freight sized aircraft, and expenses
here are less.
Again, I am grateful to the support I
have received from fellow congregants,
friends, administrative staff, the Rabbi,
and especially my wonderful wife and
son during my recovery from surgery. My
life has been blessed in this regard, and as
always I am thankful to God for my good
fortune. Moreover, it was a recent treat
to experience a wonderful well attended
community-wide Hanukkah celebration
at Rodef combining the area congregations featuring rousing instrumental music by the three Rabbis.
A happy, healthy, and blessed new year
to all, and L’Chayim,
Arthur Greenbaum, MD

Rabbi’s Message
2018 marks the 70th year of existence
for the modern state of Israel. When all
the snow is gone after this frigid winter
and the flowers of spring will appear
once again, on April 19, Jews the world
over will celebrate Yom Haatsmaut, Israel Independence Day. 70 years amounts
to a lifetime. Scripture tells us that “the
days of our years are threescore years
and ten…” (Ps. 90:10). My first memory of
Israel Independence Day goes back some
55 years, to 1963, where all the students
in my Sunday school at Beth Israel Synagogue in San Francisco carried flags in a
giant parade. It was a proud moment in
my Jewish development from my youth
that I will always remember. Israel was
a young nation in those days, a mere 15
years old. It was a time of relative peace
and prosperity for Israel. The wars of
1967, 1973, the Intifada, the BDS movement, and Palestinian terrorism were
all yet to come, though no one could’ve
imagined at the time that the road to
peace would be so difficult and treacherous.
So here we are in 2018, exactly 25
years after the handshake on the White
House lawn between Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin and PLO leader Yassir Arafat. The peace agreement brokered
by the United States and President Clinton seemed so promising. I can recall the
excitement and enthusiasm that were in
the air. Everyone felt that true peace was

Sisterhood

Save the Date
Congregation Rodef Sholom Sisterhood
Meeting
Sunday, February 11, 2018
Place: JCC Adult Lounge
Time: 10:00 AM
Program by Marcia Levy
Health: “Eat Your Way To A Healthy Life”

Services

Events

Saturday, February 3 at 10:00 a.m.

Rodef Sholom Tzedek Committee at
Liberty Food Bank
Friday, Feb. 3 at 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m.

Friday, February 16 at 6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service led by Nancy Burnett

Community-Wide Purim Celebration
Wednesday, Feb. 28 at 5:30 p.m. at
Temple El Emeth

Friday, February 9 at 6:00 p.m.

Friday, February 23 at 6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service led by Arthur Greenbaum
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Ohev Tzedek
imminent, that the Arab Israeli conflict
would finally be resolved.
So how it is possible that today the
peace process has all but ground to a
halt? President Trump’s declaration in
December that Jerusalem is the capital
of Israel was welcomed by the Jewish
world, but denounced by the Palestinians
and the Arab nations. Protests led to violence, and an anti-U.S. vote occurred in
the U.N. General Assembly.
Will peace in the Middle East ever
come? Perhaps by Israel’s 75th anniversary, maybe not until the Centennial in
2048, who knows? One thing, however, is
certain. We must support Israel wherever
and whenever we can. There are enough
anti-Semitic detractors in the world and
anti-Zionist hatemongers who must be
countered at every turn with the facts.
We must not give them free reign to spout
the vicious lies they peddle about Israel
in the open marketplace of world opinion.
Want to know more about how and
why the peace process has sputtered
and about the President’s proclamation
on Jerusalem? Then come on Saturday
morning, February 3 at 10 AM for a very
abbreviated Shabbat service followed by
an informative PowerPoint presentation
by our Israeli Shaliach, Gon Erez. Lunch
will follow at noon. Please RSVP by January 31.

Liberty Food Pantry Volunteers Needed
Volunteers will be needed for the January food distribution
at the Liberty Food Pantry. Set up will take place Thursday
evening, February 1 from 7-8 p.m. and the distribution will be
Friday, February 2 from 9:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.
The Pantry is located at the Church Hill United Methodist
Church. Please call the El Emeth Temple office at (330) 7591429 to volunteer and we will pass your name on to the Church.

suzanne’s

fashion * jewelry * accessories
813 Boardman-Poland Road, Boardman, OH 44512

330.758.0057

By Rabbi Frank Muller, D.D.
Congregation Rodef Sholom

The Center for Judaic and Holocaust
Studies at YSU and the YSU Africana
Studies Program proudly announce a
moderated panel discussion in commemoration of Black History Month:
“Black and Jewish in America”

St. Columba Cathedral – 159 Rayen Avenue, Youngstown, OH 44503
Tuesday, February 6 at 1:30pm
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Some classes may require a text to be
purchased in addition to the registration
fee. Unless otherwise noted, all classes
will be held at Ohev Tzedek. All of the
classes are open to the entire Jewish
community.
Mussar — The study of Mussar is a
Jewish ethical, educational practice that
studies personal character traits (middot), such as humility, patience, anger,
and jealousy, and their relationship to living a meaningful life. Its goal is to align
individual actions and intentions with
Jewish values. While this class has been
ongoing for some time, our study is at a
point where we will revisit each of the
middot; there is still time to join the class
if you have been wondering but worried
about joining mid-class. Mussar class will
reconvene under the leadership of Rabbi
Dario. Please contact Ohev Tzedek for
dates and times.
Birkhot Hashachar — Using Rabbi
Lawrence Hoffman’s excellent volume in
the My People’s Prayer Book series as a
guide, we will explore these traditional
morning prayers to discuss tefilla, Jewish prayer, as a whole, and how Jews have
ever understood our ongoing, evolving
relationship with G-d. (The registration
fee of $25 includes book.) Please contact
Ohev Tzedek for dates and times.

YSU Discussion: Black
and Jewish in America

Annual Women’s Interfaith Tea

This year, the program is sponsored
by the newly-formed group, “Interfaith
Women of the Valley: A Tapestry for
Building Community” in which local
synagogue sisterhood leadership can be
counted among its inaugural leadership.
The organization will plan and sponsor
two interfaith programs annually – the
Tea in February plus an additional interfaith celebration in the late summer/early fall. The hosts for the Tea rotate each
year among women of a different faith
community, and plans for the new event
envision a neutral location where focus
can be on fellowship among the various
faith communities.

Adult Education - Winter 2018

PJ Library Purim Event
February 21, 6:00 p.m.
Hosted by Ohev Tzedek

Learn about the holiday through craft
and story. Light refreshments will be
served. For more information, contact
Emily Collins at 330.746.3250 x. 152

Services

Morning Minyan services will be held
the third Thursday at 7:30 a.m.

Shabbat services are held every Saturday at 9:45 a.m. Dario Hunter leads a
Torah study session after each service.

Small Toiletry Project

The Ohev Tzedek office will continuously collect small toiletry products such
as shampoos, conditioners, lotions, razors, soaps, cleansing gels, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, etc. to be provided to families in need.
“Little things make a big difference!
Your continuous support is so appreciated. “ ~ Linda Palumbo

Women’s Group
Come join us at the monthly potluck
meeting of the Rosh Chodesh women’s group!
Feb. 15 (Thursday) location TBA
Time: 6:00-8:30 p.m.
Dairy or Vegetarian Pot Luck
Please RSVP to Shari Della Penna,
Nancy Burnett or to the Ohev Tzedek office (330.758.2321) by 2/12.

Panelists: April Baskin, MaNishtana,
Rebecca Pierce

Moderator: Jane Gordon, University of
Connecticut
Time and Date: Monday, February 19
at 6:00 p.m.
Location: Jewish Community Center of Youngstown, 505 Gypsy Ln,
Youngstown, OH

February 2018

For more information contact Jacob
Labendz at jlabendz@ysu.edu or
(330) 941-1603
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El Emeth

What’s happening at El Emeth?
Bagels with the Rabbi

Purim Celebration

Bagels with the Rabbi will take place
on Sunday, February 4. Minyan is at 10:00
a.m. with the program beginning at 10:30
a.m. Rabbi will be speaking on “Searching
for the Lost Tribes.”

El Emeth will host the community
wide Purim Celebration on Wednesday
evening, February 28. The Megillah reading will begin at 5:30 p.m., and everyone
is invited to come in costume. There will
be prizes for all children. A hot dog and
Salad Bar Extravaganza will follow the
Megillah reading, complete with a delicious selection of El Emeth Sisterhood
hamantaschen. Entertainment will be
provided by our Purim Band, as well as
Balloon artist Joe Sullivan and a professional photo booth. There is no charge
for the evening, but reservations may be
made to the El Emeth office by Feb. 26 at
330-759-1429.

Jewish-Christian Dialogue

Jewish Christian Dialogue will have its
monthly session on Wednesday, February
7. Refreshments are served at 12:30 p.m.
with the study session beginning at 1:00.
The Theme this year is “Misconceptions
About Judaism and Other Religions.” This
month’s speaker will be Rev. Nick Mager
and his presentation is entitled “Did Calvin Teach Predestination?” All are welcome to attend.

Shmoozing with Shmulik

“Shmoozing with Shmulik” will meet
on Monday morning, February 19 at
10:30 a.m. Join Sam Kooperman and
friends for some fun in Yiddish with stories, jokes, music and videos.

Monthly Birthday Service

Our monthly birthday service and
Kiddush Luncheon is planned for Saturday, February 24, at 9:30 a.m. A Kiddush
lunch will follow services and February
birthdays will be celebrated. Please call
the office to RSVP for lunch.

The Second Seder

Plans are underway for El Emeth’s
10th annual Second Seder on Saturday
evening, March 31 at the Synagogue. The
Seder will begin at 6:15 p.m. with a full
course catered Kosher for Passover dinner following. Reservation forms can be
found in the Temple bulletin or the office.
Call the Synagogue for more information.

Services

Daily minyans take place Sunday
through Friday evenings at 5:45 p.m. Friday morning minyans are at 7:00 a.m.
and Saturday morning Shabbat services
are at 9:30 a.m.

El Emeth Sisterhood – February 2018
Open Board Meeting
Sisterhood is holding its first meeting
of 2018 as an Open Board Meeting on
Tuesday, February 13, 2018. Open Board
means just that, attendance is not just for
the officers and chairmen, but also for the
membership at large, so mark your calendar and join us so you will know where
our Sisterhood is headed.
The following message is from our Torah Fund Chairman, Holly Small:
There are only a few months remaining to order a beautiful centennial Torah
Fund pin. Women’s League for Conservative Judaism is celebrating its 100th
anniversary in 2018, and the new pin,
with the raised numbers “100” on a silver background, was created specifically
to commemorate this milestone. While
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all donations to Torah Fund, which provides scholarships to those studying to
be rabbis, cantors, and educators, are important, those who donate $180 or more
will receive this special pin. Please send
checks, made payable to “Torah Fund,” to
Temple El Emeth.

Bake Sale

Here Ye, Here Ye: Purim Bake Sale
scheduled for Sunday, February 25th
from 10:30 to 1:30 at the Jewish Community Center. Start your ovens, ladies, and
begin baking and freezing so we can have
some of your luscious pastries. Really, we
do need bakers and we also need workers for the day of the bake sale. Don’t wait
to be asked; volunteer your help to your
fellow members. All efforts are for a great
cause.

Honoring Veterans 2017

71st Annual
Interfaith
Women’s Tea

Editor’s Note: An abridged version of this article appeared in the December 2017 issue of the national quarterly magazine The Jewish Veteran.

By Rabbi Joseph P. Schonberger,
Temple El Emeth

Temple El Emeth
members
and
friends were very
pleased to honor 11
veterans at a brunch
November 12. We
were privileged to
recognize veterans in attendance who
served in WWII, Vietnam, Korea, Desert
Storm, and in other wars and conflicts in
numerous roles.
All attending were moved by the documentary “True Honor,” which presents
the stories of ten Jewish Medal of Honor
recipients. We thank the JWV Museum
for allowing us to view the movie. The
stories told were truly heart wrenching
and pride evoking. Then we were privileged to hear from our own veterans.
Dr. Larry Glass, responding to the
movie, told us that he never experienced
anti-Semitism in the military. Rather, he
has fond memories of the support he received.
Dr. Bill Gordon spoke about being
called up to active duty twice: before he
attended dental school and after dental
school graduation. Apparently, his commanding officer at Camp Lejeune found
his dental services constituted immeasurable, much needed service. For many,
he was their first dentist. Dr. Gordon
reflected that the worst mouths he had
ever seen were there. This is a reminder
that medical and support personnel are
essential yet often unheralded. Suffice it
to say Camp Lejeune did not want their
dentist to be reassigned.
Alan Sharapan expressed gratitude
for serving as a guardian for an “Honor
Flight” as a gift from his children. Those
who were unfamiliar with the program
were pleased and surprised to learn
about this very special program. He offered to pay it forward by being a guardian to one of our member vets who would
like to travel to Washington on an Honor
Flight.
Dr. Sheldon Persky, a veteran, spoke
with pride about his brother Lt Colonel
Donald N. Persky.
Lieutenant Colonel Donald N. Persky,
USMC (Ret.) was honored to be invited
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to the White House on October 23, where
retired Army Captain Gary M. Rose was
awarded the Medal of Honor for gallantry during an operation over 47 years ago
during the Vietnam war. Rose, an Army
medic, repeatedly risked his own life
while treating dozens of fellow soldiers
over a four day period of intense fighting
against a numerically superior hostile
force deep in enemy-controlled territory.
Persky, then a lieutenant, was the command helicopter pilot that rescued Rose
along with 39 other soldiers before being
shot down. Persky has been credited with
saving the lives of forty soldiers and his
crew of five, and was previously awarded
the the Silver Star and Purple Heart for
gallantry and superb airmanship during
that operation.
We were touched by the humility and
character of all the veterans.
Everyone was moved by Sam Fine’s
war experiences. He was a member of
the legendary 82nd Airborne 325 Glider
Company. September 16, 1944 he flew
in a glider from Lester England to Grosvek Holland in Operation Market Garden aimed at capturing three strategic
bridges on the Rein in Germany. His unit
landed near the Neimengan Bridge. He
still has a scarf that was given to him by
the grateful people he met there. I look
forward to learning more.
All in attendance appreciated being
able to hear friends’ stories. We cherish
these opportunities when we can share
and hear from one another about the encounters that changed and shaped many
lives.
Friends, relatives, and community
members in attendance voiced profound
appreciation and respect for our veterans and their service. They underscored
that, while we give the greatest accolades
to those who made the greatest sacrifice,
we owe a huge debt of gratitude to all
who served in any capacity. We definitely
need to have more time together. It uplifts us all.
God bless our veterans and our country.

February 2018

This year’s annual Interfaith Women’s Tea will be held on Tuesday, February 6, 2018, at 1:30 p.m. at St. Columba
Cathedral - 159 West Rayen Avenue,
Youngstown, Ohio 44503.

The guest speaker will be Sister Norma
Raupple, coordinator of English language
learning and outreach for St. Columba.

Beginning in 1946 with the women
of Rodef Sholom Sisterhod, the annual
event has aimed to promote a better understanding among faiths, help overcome
religious prejudice, and create bonds
of fellowship among the women in the
Youngstown community.
Hosting of the tea rotates each year
between the women of a different faith
community. All women in the area are invited to attend
Sponsoring the event is a newly
formed group called Interfaith Women of
the Valley: A Tapestry for Building Community.

Above is the logo for the new group.
The oval shapes convey the sense of a
never-ending path of faith, and they respresent the interconnection between
the various faiths. As a women’s group,
the logo reflects a feminine feel with the
use of the ovals and typography.

February 2018
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Federation

March of the Living scholarship
Esther Marks Memorial Volunteer through Lippy Endowment Fund
Service Award
The Sandra L. Lippy Endowment Fund dowment will help open the eyes and
The Youngstown Area Jewish Federation and the Marks/Davis Families
created the Esther Marks Memorial Volunteer Service Award to recognize her
lifelong service to the Jewish and greater
Youngstown community.
Esther was a prodigious volunteer
within the Federation and all its agencies,
at her synagogue, and throughout the
general community. She served as chairman of United Way from 1995 to 1998.
Esther worked the inside of the organization to ensure projects were completed
and commitments were fulfilled.
This award will be used to encourage
volunteerism at all levels and to honor
Esther’s memory, acknowledging an individual who emulates her pattern of service.
The Esther Marks Memorial Volunteer
Service Award will be awarded at the
Federation annual meeting.
The guidelines and criteria for nominations to the Esther Marks Memorial
Volunteer Award are:
Each nomination shall be submitted
in writing. Each nomination shall be one
page, double-spaced, and explain why
the nominee is deserving of this award.
If no nomination is made in any year, the
award will not be given.
An individual may be nominated by
any individual or organization of the Jewish Community.

any individual or organization of the Jewish community.
A nominee should be involved in Federation and/or any of its agencies or affiliated organizations. The committee encourages and gives priority to volunteers
with direct service to people or organizations.
A nominee should be involved in general Jewish community, including involvement in any Jewish organizations,
synagogues, etc.
A nominee should be involved in outside (other than Jewish organizations)
volunteer activities or organizations.
Volunteer Service defined
The nominee need not be a volunteer
in a purely leadership role. Rather, this
award will give priority to those who
volunteer for direct services to people or
agencies. A description of activities includes but is not limited to:
• Direct volunteer activities
• Membership on boards or committees
• Leadership positions
• Length of time of service
• Quality of volunteerism

Having spent a great deal of time in Israel, she knows the importance of experiencing the country’s vitality and feeling
the pulse of the people; who live, work
and raise their families there. She hopes
that in some small way, through the wonderful generosity of her friends, this en-

Teenagers who are eligible may complete an application to the Scholarship
Committee explaining why they would
like to participate in this Jewish experience. The committee will review the applications and may have personal interviews with applicants to determine who
will receive the subsidies.

Information and applications are
available at the Youngstown Area Jewish
Federation, 505 Gypsy Lane, Youngstown,
Ohio 44504 or contact Emily Blau, Youth
Director, at youth@jccyoungstown.org

Questions and submission of applications should be directed to the
Youngstown Area Jewish Federation.

Organization Involvement
An individual may be nominated by

22 years ago, Thomas J. Seefred, of
Struthers, Ohio, created the Thomas J.
Seefred Trust. It is a perpetual fund that
will award scholarships up to $3,000
each to college students between 18 - 25
years of age who are suffering from Juvenile Diabetes. The college student must
be successfully completing a standard
curriculum leading to a bachelor’s degree
at an accredited junior college, college, or
university. Current high school students
are not eligible. This scholarship is open
to Ohio residents with preference given

to qualified applicants from Trumbull,
Mahoning, and Columbiana Counties in
Ohio. All scholarships will be awarded by
the Trust and will be based on academic
promise, personal statement, recommendations, and financial need. Applications
can be printed from the Trust‘s website
at www.seefredtrust.org. Scholarship applications must be postmarked by May 1,
2018. Scholarship recipients will be notified after July 1, 2018.
For more information, please contact
Karen Leetch at (330) 540-3551.

Seefred Trust Fund Scholarships

8

The endowment established in 1994
commemorated Sandra Lippy’s Bat Mitzvah. Jewish continuity and the communal experience is very important to Mrs.
Lippy who herself has studies at uplan in
Israel.

hearts of young people in the Mahoning
and Shenango Valleys. It is her further
wish that this generation of youth will
step up to the plate as it becomes their
privilege to provide leadership necessary
to maintain a vital Jewish community.

The nomination deadline is March 15,
2018.

Andrew Lipkin, Executive Vice-President
505 Gypsy Lane
Youngstown, Ohio 44504
or (330) 746-3250, ext. 108.

Nominee Qualifications

of the Youngstown Area Jewish Federation announced that funds are available
to eligible teenagers who are participating in March of the Living, a Jewish summer leadership camp or Israel summer
experience.

Sam Kooperman Endowment
Friends, family, and longtime colleagues honored the longtime Executive
Vice-President of the Federation at his retirement by funding of the “Sam Kooperman Endowment”. With input from Sam,
the Federation Board of Directors established the fund which has two purposes;
1. To provide scholarships for Jewish overnight camping experience
for Jewish youth; and
2. To provide scholarships for Jewish young adults to study in Israel.
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Competitive grant awards are available to applicants who reside in the Mahoning and Shenango valleys.

All Roads Lead
to Youngstown
By Elyse Silverman
Youngstown native Devra Silverman
had a pleasant surprise in early January
when she attended her final Merrin Fellowship seminar in Orange County, California. The first session’s speaker was
another Youngstown native, Betzy Weinblatt Lynch, who is now the Chief Executive Officer of the Lawrence Family Jewish Community Center of San Diego, CA.
Betzy began her presentation by recognizing Devra as one of her young campers when she was the Director of the
Youngstown JCC Day Camp in the 1990’s.
She told the group about growing up in
Youngstown and the path her career took
as she climbed the ladder as a JCC Professional. Betzy is the daughter of Sherry
Weinblatt and the late Alan Weinblatt.
The Merrin Fellowship is based on the
idea that the key to creating a vibrant
Jewish future is connecting our teens to
meaningful Jewish experiences today.
The fellowship provides an intensive,
transformative, professional development program to JCC professionals that
are early in their careers. It supports their
growth within the JCC movement, in their
work with teens, and their growth as a
Jewish communal professional. There are
four core areas of focus for the cohort:
Jewish Literacy, Understanding Adolescence, Networking, and Leadership. The
program includes 5 seminars, with the
third seminar held in Israel.
Devra has been with the Savannah
Jewish Educational Alliance since 2015,
overseeing PJ Library, BBYO and Hillel
programs in the Savannah, GA area. She
is the daughter of Harry and Elyse Silverman.

Consideration may be made for an applicant whose family residents in the region, but is not guaranteed.

Applications are available at the Federation offices. The submission deadline
is March 15, 2018.

February 2018

Federation

Israel 70 Speaker Series

February 2018

Renowned Pro-Israel Advocate
Talks Love, Israel, and Unity
Chloé Simone Valdary is an American
Pro-Israel advocate and kosher Christian.
You read that right. Valdary was raised
Christian in an area steeped with Jewish
culture, and so she kept kosher, studied
the Hebrew Bible, and observed all Jewish holidays with her family. As strange as
that may sound, it gives her a unique perspective on faith and culture that many
lack in the U.S.
We had the honor of hosting a talk by
Chloé here in Youngstown—her very first
visit to the area. It was an informal setting with welcomed input from the audience members throughout.
Valdary entertained the audience
with recollections of her family’s strange
pseudo-Jewish traditions, like fasting for
Yom Kippur at the age of five and staying
in a Florida condo for a week during Sukkot. She joked that her parents just “decided to make it up.”
She began the evening with a short
video introducing herself, which included references to her “obsessions” and
“spirit animals” Nike and Beyoncé. At
first this information seemed a little out
of place and audience members didn’t
know what to expect—but these things
ended up reinforcing strong points later
in the discussion.
Her journey began in high school with
the movie Freedom Writers, the story of
an inner-city teacher using the holocaust
to teach minorities about facing discrimination in their own lives; and her journey
so far has led her to becoming the Director of Partnerships and Outreach for Jerusalem U.
The first main idea of the talk was the
idea that so many people confuse combating anti-semitism and creating a love
for Israelis.
Valdary’s idea is to take what we know
people already love, like Beyoncé, and
find out why we love it. If we can understand why people love Beyoncé, we can
use that to find a way to help people love
Israelis. With this, she led the focus to
what she calls the Theory of Enchantment.
The idea of the Theory of Enchantment is to create content in which your
audience will see themselves and their
future potential reflected. For example,
Nike helps kids to find their greatness
and Beyoncé encourages girls by telling

them they run the world.

The 3 Principles of the Theory
of Enchantment
Israelis and Palestinians are human beings, not political abstractions.
We must reject any dehumanizing language that demonizes, objectifies, or stereotypes people.
“Each unit in the mass is a throbbing
human soul.”

When we criticize, we do so to uplift and
empower; never to tear down and never
to destroy.
We must recognize what our intentions are.
Everything we do, we root in love and
compassion.
We must acknowledge the wrong but
refuse to do so in return, and we must re-

humanize the space—invite understanding.
One of the most powerful messages
that she delivered that evening was this:
“The goal is to bring back compassion
and empathy, even in the midst of profound disagreement.”
The goal is not to fight or to prove that
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your side is right; it’s to find love among
one another despite the differences and
disagreement, to transcend the us vs.
them narrative of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict.
This 24-year-old is able to deliver very
strong messages of love and compassion
while using unconventional examples to
tie everything together. The night went
from Steinbeck to Angelou to Moana to
Beyoncé to Lil’ Wayne and all through Israeli history, and the guests in attendance
were quite pleased with the evening.
It was a pleasure having Chloé speak
with us.

Art Studio
Combines
Painting and
Prayer
By Ben Sales

BERKELEY, California (JTA) -- In the
middle of a traditional Friday night service in this artists’ district in the crunchy
mecca of Berkeley, California, a group of
40 worshippers paused their prayers to
gather around a group of “found objects:”
an empty picture frame, fake flowers, a
doorknob.
Each attendee then sought out an object that -- for whatever reason -- they felt
called to. They told the group what that
object said about the personal journey
they were on in life. Then they kept praying.
Around the worshippers was what
looked like a mix between a small synagogue and an art classroom. Above a
hand drum, rows of pastel drawings hung
loosely on string under a bright sign with
the words “Works in Process.” A library
(continued on page 20)
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Mazel Tov

Retirement —
Alvin Weisberg

Return Engagement for Eva Schloss Show
IMAGES: Remembrances of the Holocaust - THE EVA SCHLOSS STORY, by
J.E.Ballantyne, Jr., will make a return engagement to the Youngstown Playhouse
for one weekend only from Friday, February 2 through Sunday, February 4. Since
the show originally opened at the Glenwood Avenue theater in August of 2016,
it has begun a tri-state tour which has
taken it as far west as Cincinnati, where
it played a performance for The Center
for Holocaust
and Humanity
Education. With
tour bookings
adding up for
2018, the decision was made
to play another
weekend at the
Youngstown
Playhouse.
Just recently,
Molly Galano,
who originated the role of Eva Schloss in
the show, left the production to pursue
some additional acting opportunities. Author J.E.Ballantyne, Jr. said, however, that
the show has not missed a beat as Tari
Lyn Bergoine of Aurora, Ohio has taken
over the role. “Although each actress approaches a role a little differently, audiences will be thrilled with Ms. Bergoine’s
performance. The power of both the role
and the show are still 100% there,” Ballantyne went on to say.
Ballantyne said that the Playhouse
return engagement was partly prompted by the numbers of people who had
missed the original run in 2016. Many
people have told him that they heard
such great things about the show that
they were sorry they missed it. So, both

Please join us in celebrating the retirement of Alvin Weisberg, Director of
Jewish Family Services, after 35 years of
service to the Youngstown Area Jewish
Community.
When:
Thursday, Feb. 22, 2018; 4–6 p.m.
Where:

Jewish Community Center of Youngstown

Dairy buffet and dessert provided.

RSVP by Feb. 19, 2018 at (330) 746-7929
or jfs@jfsyoungstown.org

Youngstown Native Finalist for
National Jewish Book Award
Reno, Nevada – Baobab Press is proud
to announce that Allison Pitinii Davis’s
poetry collection, Line Study of a Motel
Clerk (Baobab Press), found itself among
distinguished company on a list of finalists for the Berru Poetry Award that includes Late Beauty by Tuvia Ruebner
(Zephyr Press), Galaxy Love: Poems by
Gerald Stern (W. W. Norton & Company),
and the Berru Award Winner, Waiting for
the Light, by Alicia Suskin Ostriker (University of Pittsburgh Press).
The esteemed Berru Award is presented by The National Jewish Book Awards,
a program the Jewish Book Council began
in 1950.
Allison Pitinii Davis, daughter of Murray and Linda Davis, was born and raised
outside of Youngstown, Ohio. As a child,
Davis spent a lot of time at her family’s
business on state Route 7 – the North
Lima Motel. She integrated her memories
of the motel, as well as stories she heard
about it, as well as the laundry that her
relatives owned in Niles, into a series of
related poems.
Pitinii Davis holds an MFA from Ohio
State University and fellowships from
Stanford University’s Wallace Stegner
program, the Severinghaus Beck Fund for
Study at Vilnius Yiddish Institute, and the
Fine Arts Work Center in Provincetown.
Her 2013 chapbook, “Poppy Seeds,” won
the Wick Poetry Chapbook Prize.
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The poems were written over a sevenyear span and capture the working class
rhythm of Youngstown.
Line Study of a Motel Clerk examines
a family’s century-long effort to make a
home in a changing world. Pitinii Davis
takes readers on an eye-opening journey
through her family lineage, with all the
grit, beauty and truth of the workingclass immigrant struggle. One side of the
family opens a trucking motel, the other
a laundry. The businesses change hands
through three generations as the industrial steel valley booms and busts. When
these two disparate families become one,
the new generation must question what
it means to endure a place, a culture, a
language, and a history.
Davis and her husband live in Athens,
Tenn., where he is a professor at Tennessee Wesleyan University, and she is an
adjunct instructor. She also teaches an
online class through Stanford University.
Line Study of a Motel Clerk is available
for order at baobabpress.com and PGW/
IPS.
Allison Pitinii Davis
is available for interviews and appearances.
To book media appearances, interviews, and
book-signings, please
contact casey@baobabpress.com

Share your stories about Alvin by emailing
Janet at jweisberg6@gmail.com
Be sure to attend so you can join us in
reminiscing, sharing fond memories, and
wishing him a very fond farewell.
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Edward’s Florist
911 Elm Street
Youngstown, Ohio 44505

Ballantyne and Playhouse Operations
Manager James McClellan thought that
a return weekend might be a great way
for anyone to catch up with the show who
missed it previously. Ballantyne recalls
when he produced a “sort of return” engagement of Block 5 at the Victorian Players in 2010. Tickets sold very fast and the
show sold out quickly. So he is suggesting
that people reserve tickets early.
Tickets are $15.00 and are available at
the Youngstown
Playhouse either online or
by calling 330788-8739.
According
to Ballantyne,
many
people
are still not
aware of Eva’s
relationship
with
Anne
Frank and the
Frank family. There are people still unaware that Anne Frank is Eva’s stepsister
and Otto Frank is Eva’s stepfather.
At 88 years of age, Eva continues to
tour the world speaking to groups and
to students. In fact, she will be in the
United States beginning February 5 for
a six-state speaking tour. Unfortunately,
she won’t be anywhere close to Ohio, but
she is getting increased attention due to
a documentary which has been filmed
about her life.
Titled 116 Cameras, the documentary
films her as an interactive hologram. This
means that the hologram can be shown
anywhere, whether she is present or
not, and students can ask her questions
which the hologram Eva will be able to
answer. 116 Cameras has gotten such a

positive reaction that it is nominated for
an Oscar at this year’s Academy Awards.
Winning the Best Short Documentary
award would certainly make her story
accessible to many more people.
For those unfamiliar with the story of
IMAGES, the play is a one-woman tourde-force production that tells the life
story of Holocaust survivor and Anne
Frank’s stepsister Eva Schloss. From her
childhood in Vienna, Austria up through
the present day, the play recounts Eva’s
and her family’s time in hiding from the
Nazis through when they were captured
and sent to the Auschwitz Concentration
Camp. It then follows them through the
liberation of the camp and how Eva has
gone on to be one of the most powerful
forces in the world in spreading the word
about the Holocaust and her experiences.
It is a show that should not be missed by
anyone.
Schools that are interested in the possibility of a free performance of IMAGES
at their school should contact J&B Production Arts Services at 330-799-6176
for more information.
Youngstown Playhouse reservations
can be made by calling the Youngstown
Playhouse at 330-788-8739.

SOMETIMES IT’S HARD TO SAY
JUST HOW MUCH YOU CARE
ABOUT SOMEONE • AND HOW
YOU’D LIKE THEM TO FEEL ABOUT
YOU. SO DON’T GET TONGUE
TIED, JUST ASK US FOR ROSES THAT
SAY EVERYTHING YOU WANT,
AND MORE

Arts & Culture

The Five Best
Jewish Films
to Watch this
Oscar Season

The Number on Great-Grandpa’s Arm
Watch on HBO
Rated TV-PG,
Documentary
Foxtrot
In theaters
March 2

Rated R, Drama
In the Land of Pomegranates
In theaters
beginning Feb.
& March
In the Fade

Not Rated,
Documentary
In select
theaters now

Rated R, Drama
116 Cameras

Watch online
via The New
York Times
Not Rated,
Documentary

DON’T FORGET
FEBRUARY 14TH

330-744-4387

February 2018

February 2018

The Jewish Journal Monthly Magazine
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JCC
YOUTH
PROGRAMMING
BBYO Open Recruitment
Attention all 8th
graders! Now is your
time to get active in
Youngstown’s AZA
and BBG chapters.
To find out more, contact any member you know or
City Director Emily Blau at 330.746.3250 ext. 152 or
eblau@jewishyoungstown.org.
Local Chapters:
Dodi Li BBG #69 Girls, grades 8-12
Sigmund Nisenson AZA (Siggy) #169 Boys, grades
8-12

Purim Carnival at the JCC
This yearly event is fun for the entire family! Kids
can enjoy a host of activities and games including a
bounce house, face painting, photo booth, arts and
crafts, Porgie the Clown, and more. Admission is
free and there will be carnival treats for purchase
Date: Sunday, Feb. 25
Time: 10:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Location: JCC Multi-Purpose Room & Gymnasium

Camp Registration Now Open
Camp JCC provides quality care and experiences to
the greater Youngstown community, and 2018 is set
to be another stellar summer. Housed at the JCC of
Youngstown, our campers have a safe, fun environment to build lifelong friendships through unforgettable adventures. Camp JCC is designed for campers
entering grades 1-8 and is open to all.

Visit jccyoungstown.org/camp to learn about all the
fun things camp JCC will be offering this year!

Purim Fun with PJ Library
Join us as we learn about the Purim holiday with
crafts and snacks.
Date: Tuesday, Feb. 13
Time: 6:00–7:30 p.m.
Location: Congregation Ohev Tzedek
5245 Glenwood Ave.
Boardman, Ohio 44512
Register online at jccyoungstown.org

piano, violin, guitar, percussion, and voice lessons
housed at the JCC!
Visit jccyoungstown.org to learn more.
To register for JCC School of Music lessons, contact
the JCC Bursar’s Office: 330.746.3250 ext. 195

EARLY LEARNING CENTER
For more information on the Early Learning Center,
contact Jennifer Bracken, Coordinator of Early Learning, at 330.746.3250 ext. 125 or jbracken@jewishyoungstown.org.

Dates:
Saturday, Feb. 17 - Men’s and Women’s Doubles

*Personal training will be available on land and in the
water at a special rate of three 30 minute sessions
for $50 during the contest.

Sunday, Feb. 18 - Mixed Doubles

*There will be weekly weigh-ins in the Fitness Department

Time: 9:00 a.m.

* Winners will be announced the week of May 1st.

Location: JCC Gymnasium

Register at jccyoungstown.org or with the JCC Bursar’s Office at 330.746.3250 ext. 195

Cost: First Event: $25/per person | Second Event:
$15/per person

WERQ®

Skill Levels: Men’s, Women’s and Mixed Doubles
events include 2.5, 3.0, 3.5, 4.0 skill levels. The tournament director may limit or combine levels based
upon registration numbers.

A wildly addictive cardio dance class based on the
hottest pop and hip hop music. This workout is nonstop with repetitive athletic moves and fresh dance
steps, so you get the best sweat.

Featuring newly renovated infant toddler & preschool wing and prekindergarten readiness program.

Register online at jccyoungstown.org by Friday, February 9. Early registration is suggested due to limited
entries.

Date: Saturdays

Location: JCC Adult Lounge

Our Programs

Sweat & Sculpt

Cost: $19/Member | $25/Non Member

Infants – 6 weeks to 12 months

Register at jccyoungstown.org or with the JCC Bursar’s Office at 330.746.3250 ext. 195

Register online at jccyoungstown.org

Toddlers –1 year to 3 years

Wellness Program: Eye Care Associates

Preschool – 3 years to 4 years

Dr. Lyn Yakubov, ophthalmologist, will discuss how
to treat eye diseases, including vision loss, detached
retinas, cataracts, and glaucoma.

Build and Play LEGO®
Join us as we have fun building LEGO® sets together
in small groups!
Dates: Mar. 5, 6 & 7
Time: 4:00- 5:30 p.m.

PERFORMING ARTS
Liz Rubino Studios
For more information on the studio offerings, contact Liz Rubino
at 330.509.0891 or coaching@
lizrubino.com.
Liz Rubino offers private sessions in voice, acting, drama
therapy, junior voice, and junior
acting. All sessions are 55 minutes long with the exception of
junior lessons, which are 30 minutes long.

JCC School of Dance
Erianne Raib-Ptichkin is a welltrained and experienced local
dance teacher collaborating with
the JCC as the Artistic Director
of the new School of Dance. This
program teaches children the
technique, artistry and discipline
of dance in a cheerful and positive learning environment. Children develop a variety of transferable listening and learning skills in a classroom
setting while being physically healthy and having
fun! Visit jccyoungstown.org to learn more.

Hours: Monday–Friday, 6:45 a.m.–6:00 p.m.

Prekindergarten – 4 years to Kindergarten entry
School-age care available after school and during
school breaks.
Features:
• 6 weeks to prekindergarten
• age-appropriate curriculum
• “Loving Literacy” book sharing program
• preschool swim lessons
• gymsters for toddler and preschool students
• the Valley’s best outdoor playground

FITNESS
For more information on fitness programs, contact
Shelia Cornell at 330.746.3250 ext. 182 or scornell@
jewishyoungstown.org.

Get fit fast with Personal Training
at the JCC!
Personal Training Benefits:
• personalized safe and effective fitness programs
• achievement of goals in a short time period
• improved muscle coordination, strength, endurance, and flexibility

Learn-To- Swim Ages 3 & Up
Children will be placed into the appropriate level by
the swim instructors.
Level 1:
Children will be taught basic swimming skills such as
floating, blowing bubbles and the correct body positions for freestyle and backstroke.
Level 2:
Children will be taught the arm motions for freestyle and backstroke as well as the correct breathing patterns for both strokes.
Level 3:
Children will be taught the basics of breaststroke,
butterfly, and diving as well as refining freestyle
and backstroke techniques.

This all-over strength workout will utilize barbells,
dumbbells, risers, and your own body weight. You’ll
build muscle, improve endurance and burn calories
at the same time.

Level 4:
Children will continue to refine the four swim
strokes and diving.

Date: Tuesdays

Cost: $30/Member | $40/Non Member

Time: 4:30–5:25 p.m.

Location: JCC Multi Purpose Room

AQUATICS

Cost: Free
Register at jccyoungstown.org or with the JCC Bursar’s Office at 330.746.3250 ext. 195

JCC Weight Loss Challenge
Join the JCC in a fun weight loss program that is
open to all members. Utilize personal training, use
the Fitness Center, take a group exercise class, or get
in the pool and we’ll reward you for your hard work.
Challenge runs February 5–April 30
Entry Fee: $25 per person
Prizes:
First Place
-Free One Year Membership

Private Swim Lessons
For more information on Aquatics, contact Shawn
Chrystal at 330.746.3250 ext. 112 or aquatics@jewishyoungstown.org
The JCC Aquatics department offers swim lessons
throughout the year in private and small group settings. Classes are taught by trained Learn-to- Swim
Instructors. All swim lesson monthly fees are automatically deducted from your account on file. In
order to cancel your lessons, you must contact the
JCC Bursar’s Office two weeks before you would like
your lessons to end.
To enroll in any of our group or private swim lessons
contact the JCC Bursar at 330.746.3250 ext. 195.

Private swim lessons provide the greatest flexibility among lesson options. The one-on-one attention
provided through these lessons creates a personalized setting for learning. Private lessons are great
for swimmers of any age from the rookie swimmer
trying to learn the basics to the seasoned swimmer
looking to improve their skills. Private lessons are
also great for adults who want to learn to swim or
even triathletes looking to improve their skills.
Private ELC and Akiva swim lessons available
1:1 student/teacher ratio | 4 lessons @ 30 minutes

-1- Hour Personal Training Session

Group Lessons

Cost: $82/Member | $110/Non Member
$109/ELC or Akiva pick up

Second Place

You & Me Baby

Youth Swim Team

This is a monthly class where parents assist their children in the water. Children will learn how to float and
improve their water skills. Recommended ages: 6-36
months. Swim pants or swim diapers are required.

Join us at our Main Campus indoor pool for a youth
swimming program focusing on technique and endurance. Daily attendance is not mandatory but encouraged. We are offering six week programs:

-1- Hour Massage

-Free One Year Membership

-1- Hour Personal Training Session

February 2018

Time: 10:00-10:55 a.m.

JCC

Time: 12:00-1:00 p.m.

-1- Hour Massage

JCC School of Music
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Date: Friday, Feb. 9

Third Place

The Jewish Community Center of Youngstown
School of Music. This exciting program features
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JCC Winter Pickleball Tournament 2018

Please Note:

Date: Saturdays | 9:30–10:00 a.m.

* The weight loss will be calculated by percentage
not pounds.

Cost: $30/Member | $40/Non Member

February 2018
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• Jan. 8 –Feb. 15
• Feb. 19 –Mar. 29
• Apr. 2 –May 10

(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

zero impact on the hips, knees, ankles or back.

Practices

Dates: Tuesdays & Thursdays

Date: Monday –Thursday

Time: 7:45–8:30 a.m.

Time: 4:30 – 5:30 p.m.

Water Wonders

Cost: $75/Member per Month | $150/Non Member
per Month

This low impact class will improve posture, decrease
joint and muscle pain and decrease the risk for falls/
injury. The full range of motion exercises will also
help with strength and flexibility.No swimming ability required.

To enroll in youth swim team, contact the JCC Bursar
at 330.746.3250 ext. 195.
Swim Team fees are automatically deducted monthly
from your account on file. In order to cancel your lessons, you must contact the JCC Bursar’s Office two
weeks before you would like your lessons to end.

P.A.L.S. Private Swimming Lessons
(Persons with Autism Who Love to Swim)
The JCC offers free swim lessons that are especially
geared towards persons on the autism spectrum.Our
instructors have gone through special training and
will be using advanced techniques to connect with
and aid autistic children during lessons.
Those wishing to enroll in the JCC P.A.L.S. program visit jccyoungstown.org/pals. This program is
funded by The Thomases Family Endowment of the
Youngstown Area Jewish Federation.

Swim Safe 500
This program provides free swimming lessons for
children in kindergarten through eighth grade who
receive free or reduced school meals. Lessons will
be taught in a group setting with a low studentto- teacher ratio. This program is supported by The
United Way of the Mahoning Valley, The Thomases
Family Endowment of the Youngstown Area Jewish Federation, and The Redwoods Group. Visit
jccyoungstown.org/swimsafe500 to register.

Dive-In Movie: Scales
Have fun swimming with mermaids while watching
the movie Scales.
Date: Friday, Feb. 16

Date: Friday, Feb.2

Location: JCC Multi-Purpose Room

CULTURAL ARTS
For more information on Cultural Arts, contact Gon
Erez at 330.746.3250 ext. 159 or gerez@jewishyoungstown.org

Bedouin Concept Night
Join us for a unique experience learning about the
Bedouin society in Israel, their history and connection to the land, while enjoying a traditional Bedouin
meal.
About the Speaker: Haya Khaldy is a translator,
teacher and English Coordinator at the Khaled Suliman High School in Nazareth, Israel. Ms. Khaldy will
speak about the Bedouin community in Israel including the role of women in Bedouin traditions, as well
as recent changes in contemporary Bedouin society.
Date: Tuesday, Feb. 20
Time: 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Location: Multi-Purpose Room
Cost: $8/Member | $11/Non-Member
Register at jccyoungstown.org or with the JCC Bursar’s Office at 330.746.3250 ext. 195 by February 15.

JCC Scholar Series

Sacred Emergencies: Religion and Violence Today
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Time: 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.

Time: 12:30–1:30 p.m.

Register online at jccyoungstown.org

Grab an Aqua Jogger belt and get ready for a great
workout. This class incorporates a series of exercises
and routines in the deep end of the pool that have

About the speaker: Michael Jerryson is an associate
professor of religious studies at Youngstown State
University. He is the author and co-editor of numerous books and articles, such as The Oxford Handbook
of Religion and Violence (2013). Jerryson serves as
an expert on religious terrorism, Asian culture and
Buddhism for local, national and international news
networks.

Time: 12:00 – 2:00 p.m.

Cost: Free/Member | $5/Non Member

A.M. Energizer

peared on local TV stations WFMJ and WKBN.

Dates: Tuesdays & Thursdays

This winter, we invite you to a series of educational
lectures from scholars at Youngstown State University and Westminster College. The subject matter
will vary in topic and a light lunch will be provided at
each program.

Time: 4:00–6:00 p.m.

explains the religiously justified violence across religious traditions and communities.

As long as history is recorded, humanity has engaged
in violence. While religion has been a force for generosity, empathy and social justice, it has a darker side
as well. In this talk, Dr. Michael Jerryson addresses a
cognitive pattern he calls “Sacred Emergencies” that
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Register at jccyoungstown.org or with the JCC Bursar’s Office at 330.746.3250 ext. 195

Location: JCC Multi-Purpose Room

pack diapers in quantities of 25 diapers per size with
saran wrap and labels. This ensures that more people
are able to receive a pack of diapers and that the diapers are being distributed as more of an “emergency” supply. Volunteers wrap 10,000 diapers into 400
packs a month!

Cost: $5/Member | $7/Non Member

Dates: Feb. 9 | Mar. 9 | Apr. 13 | May 11

An Evening of Music: Flute Solos and Duets

Times: 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Date: Thursday, Mar. 1

A delightful evening with flute solos and duets
played by two of Youngstown State’s finest graduate
flute students, Anna Reitsma and Morgan Frederick.
They will be accompanied by part-time YSU faculty
member Diane Yazvac. Music will include works from
Bach, Nielsen, Doppler and more!
Date: Monday, Apr. 23
Time: 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
Location: JCC Multi-Purpose Room

Movie & Lunch Bunch:
An Affair to Remember

Cost: $5/Member | $7/Non Member

This Valentine’s Day, watch the classic love story of
handsome playboy (Cary Grant), beautiful nightclub
singer (Deborah Kerr) and their whirlwind romance
on a cruise from Europe to New York—despite both
being engaged to other people! They agree to reunite six months later at the top of Empire State
Building, but fate deals them a complicated hand. A
light lunch will be served.
Date: Wednesday, Feb. 14

SENIOR OUTREACH
If you or someone you know is over 67 years old and
could use a friendly visit, a helping hand, or just information about our Jewish community, please contact Senior Outreach Coordinator Darlene Muller at
330.942.6270 or dmuller@jewishyoungstown.org.

Location: 7178 West Blvd, Ste E, Youngstown, Ohio
44512

RENTALS

events in this room.

JCC

The JCC offers meeting room packages for small
or large business meetings and events. Our small
conference room, which will seat up to 10 guests, is
located in a quiet setting. Our boardroom seats 35
and is equipped with a built-in projector and screen.
Refreshments and snacks are available upon request
for an additional charge. We are offering discounts
on business meetings hosted during the week.

The Thomases Family
Endowment of the Youngstown
Area Jewish Federation Art Gallery

For more information on Rentals. contact Kelli McCormick at 330.746.3250 ext. 284 or kmccormick@jewishyoungstown.org

Current Exhibit: Through the Looking
Glass, Darkly by Breanna Cee Martins
Let us host your next party, meeting or event at the
JCC!

Jan. 25–Mar. 10

Our spacious Multi-Purpose Room is equipped with
an overhead motorized projection theater screen,
state-of- the-art audio visual system, movable module stage, and commercial kitchen. Catering packages are available for up to 250 guests.
Our highly versatile Adult Lounge will accommodate
50 guests and provides a relaxing atmosphere. An
in-house kosher caterer is available upon request for

About the Exhibition: Breanna Cee Martins graduated from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst,
in 2008, and earned their MFA in painting at the
New York Academy of Art in 2011. Martins’ watercolor paintings, based on found black & white photographs from strangers’ past, come together as “halfremembered dreams” from a different generation,
made new as bright yet eerie works on paper.

Time: 12:00–2:30 p.m.
Location: Multi-Purpose Room
Cost: $8/Member | $11/Non Member
Register at jccyoungstown.org or with the JCC Bursar’s Office at 330.746.3250 ext. 195

JCC Music Series
The JCC will host two concerts from artists and students from the YSU Dana School of Music. Join us
for these wonderful evening performances with
great music and lots of fun. Light refreshments
will be served at each performance. Register at
jccyoungstown.org or with the JCC Bursar’s Office at
330.746.3250 ext. 195 for both events.
YSU Barbershop Chorus: “One Achord”
One Achord is a 17-member a cappella men’s chamber ensemble, singing in barbershop harmony tradition. Since the inception of the ensemble in 2015,
One Achord has become an enormously popular vocal chamber group in the region. The ensemble has
performed at a variety of events including Carols and
Cocoa/Dana Holiday Concert, and they have also ap-
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FEDERATION
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Volunteer Opportunities
Social Action Committee of the Jewish Community
Relations Council
330.746.3250 ext. 123
Swilschek@jewishyoungstown.org

Churchill United Methodist Food Pantry
The CHUM Food Pantry aims to feed families in Liberty Township that are in need of extra assistance.
Since first starting in 2016, the pantry now feeds over
70+ families. Volunteers will help distribute food and
make guests feel welcome during their visit.
Dates: Feb. 2, Mar. 2, Apr. 6, May 4
Time: 9:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Location: 189 Churchill Rd, Youngstown, OH 44505

Diaper Packing with Making Kids Count
The Making Kids Count Diaper Bank Volunteers re-
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Israel & International Jewry

Operation Human Warmth: A
Jewish Response to Syrian Crisis

In this West African Country, a
Jewish Community is Forming

Over the past 3 years, Dror Israel has
been responding to the humanitarian crisis of our neighbors in Syria and assisting
in saving lives. By organizing Operation
Human Warmth, we can collect winter
clothing items and baby formula and
send them to Syrian refugee camps. For
most of these people,
a blanket or a bottle of
formula is a matter of
life and death.
We operate dozens of drop-off points
across Israel, where
our volunteers—most
of whom are teenagers—collect, sort, and
pack winter items of
clothing,
blankets,
sleeping bags, etc.
The massive effort
is led by the Israeli
youth movement HaNoar HaOved VeHaLomed and its alumni organization Dror
Israel, in coordination with the Combat
Genocide Association.
The drive has attracted support from
members of Israel’s Jewish, Arab, and
Druze communities.
Some parts of the operation remain
cloaked in secrecy to protect the effort
and the recipients because the Syrian
government is an avowed enemy of the
state of Israel. The organizations, for example, will not disclose how the supplies
reach the refugees, except to say that an
unidentified aid partner facilitates the

By Josefin Dolsten
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distribution.
To ensure that nobody knows the
source of the articles, including the recipients, all identifying information is
stripped from the donated articles, including logos of Israeli brands or Hebrew
writing.

Although Operation Human Warmth is
entirely a civil effort depending on volunteers and charitable contributions, it has
been endorsed in the past by a committee of the Knesset and by Israel’s head
rabbi, Yitzhak Yosef. American actress
Natalie Portman, who is Israeli born, contributed to the operation a few years ago
after hearing about it while directing a
film in Israel.

(JTA) — Avraham Yago, a married father of five who works as a linguistics
professor at the University of Abidjan in
the West African nation of Cote d’Ivoire,
has visited Israel four times to learn
about Judaism and practice his Hebrew.
Yago, 64, grew up without any religious affiliation. As a teenager, however,
he embarked on a religious journey that
led him, by way of Christianity as well as
studies at the Kabbalah Center in Abidjan, to Judaism.
“For me, the Torah is the truth,” he told
JTA from Abidjan, the country’s largest
city.
Last month, after over 20 years of
studying Judaism, Yago converted to
Judaism along with 47 others, most of
whom are members of the community he
leads.
Gathering in Jacqueville, a coastal
town in the country known in English as
the Ivory Coast, the community members
answered questions in front of a rabbini-

cal court, or beit din, whose members
flew in from Israel and the United States.
For the immersion required of converts,
they used a lagoon that served as a mikvah, or ritual bath. Male converts underwent a ritual drawing of blood since they
were already circumcised.
The conversions were facilitated by
Kulanu, a New York-based group that
supports communities around the world
seeking to learn about Judaism. Kulanu,
which has been in touch with the community since 2012, had brought a Torah scroll, prayer books and other ritual
items there on an earlier visit in 2014.
After the conversions, rabbis performed Jewish weddings for six couples
in what Kulanu believes is a first in the
country.
“This is the establishment of the first
Jewish community in Cote d’Ivoire, and
it was the first Jewish wedding,” said the
group’s vice president, Bonita Nathan
Sussman.

(continued on next page)

To make a contribution to the effort, visit
http://drorisrael.org.il/english/donate/
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The converts belong to two communities in Abidjan, Sussman said. The larger
one, led by Yago, has 42 members, consisting of five families as well as singles.
Another six people identify as a separate
group.
Like most members of his community,
Yago believes he has Jewish roots.
That’s not unique in the communities that Kulanu works with. Last year,
the group brought rabbis to Nicaragua to
convert 114 people, and in 2016 it helped
121 people become Jewish in Madagascar. Both communities also believe they
have Jewish heritage, with the Madagascar community believing they are members of a lost tribe.
The Cote d’Ivoire community is relatively affluent, allowing them to buy Jewish ritual objects and books, said Nathan
Devir, an assistant professor at the University of Utah who
researches emerging
Jewish communities.
“They are a very
privileged kind of
community, I think
much more so than
any other African
communities could
ever dream of being,”
said Devir, who visited the Cote d’Ivoire
community in 2015.
The community
counts among its
members doctors, dentists, university
professors and diplomats.
Members follow Sephardic Orthodox
customs and eat a pescatarian diet since
they do not have access to kosher meat,
according to Sussman.
“They dress very modestly. They’re
very into laws of niddah and mikvah,” she
said, referring to ritual laws surrounding
menstruation and sex. “On Shabbat they
have a full day of prayers.”
Shabbat services are held in Yago’s
home, but he said the community hopes
to construct a synagogue and mikvah.
The community’s beliefs are centered
around the idea of a personal relationship with God, said Marla Brettschneider, a professor of political science and
women’s studies at the University of New
Hampshire who joined Kulanu on the trip
last month.
“[T]hey imagine their activities, it’s a
work they need and want to do to bring
themselves closer to God, and [they believe] that the Jewish framework is the
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best or primary framework for them to
be pursuing that relationship with God,”
said Brettschneider, who has done research on Jewish groups in Africa.
Conversions to Judaism in the developing world aren’t without controversy.
Devir said that while the Cote d’Ivoire
community is likely to be accepted as
Jews by Jews in the United States, including the non-Orthodox denominations
and the Modern Orthodox, they would
face more difficulties among haredi Orthodox Jews and in Israel.
Community members do not want to
move to Israel, Yago said. Still, recognition in Israel is necessary if members
want to receive visas to study at yeshivas
there. Members of Uganda’s Jewish community, who converted under the auspices of the Conservative movement, have
found it hard to obtain certain visas and
stipends that Jews
can apply for in order to study and live
in the Jewish state,
Haaretz reported in
October.
Suspicions about
the validity of conversions such as the
ones done in Cote
d’Ivoire stem from
various
concerns,
Devir said. Among
the concerns: the
rabbis are flown in
to perform the conversions and have not
met with the community beforehand, and
that following the conversions the communities may not have adequate funds
or infrastructure to sustain Jewish life.
Some skeptics also worry that converts
still subscribe to Christian beliefs, Devir
said.
Sussman said that the American Jewish community is used to seeing people
who are born Jewish lose interest in the
faith, not the other way around.
“In South America and in Africa, we
find groups yearning to run and break
through the doors to come in, and no
one’s letting them in,” she said. “This is
a huge problem. It’s an unfamiliar challenge to the worldwide Jewish community.”
Sussman said the three rabbis on the
beit din -- Leonard Book, Shmuel Mayteles and Andy Eichenholz -- had Orthodox credentials. Book received his ordination from Jews’ College in London
(now known as the London School of

Jewish Studies), while Mayteles was ordained privately by a rabbi ordained by
the Lander College for Men in Queens,
New York. Eichenholtz, who lives in Israel
but serves as a rabbi at a synagogue on
Staten Island, New York, declined to say
where he was ordained.
“I did not and will not involve yeshivot
or other people in the special mitzvoth
I do such as helping lost and neglected
communities come to Judaism in the 21st
century,” he wrote in an email.
The website for Congregation Ohel
Abraham, his synagogue on Staten Island, says Eichenholz has studied at Ye-
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shiva Mercaz Harav, an Orthodox yeshiva
in Jerusalem.
Sussman sees the conversions as having a larger significance. She has said she
sees her work as a way to “rebuild the
Jewish people” following the Holocaust
and the persecution of Jews in Arab countries.
Meanwhile, becoming Jewish has allowed Yago to fulfill a longstanding wish.
“For me personally, it was a gradual realization that [Judaism presented] a God
that I had been pursuing for a long time,”
he said. “And today, now that I am Jewish,
I am satisfied.”
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Sexual Harassment
(continued from page 2)
harasser-victim dichotomy and focus on
more effective methods, such as empowering bystanders and helping employees
understand how they can advocate for
one another. For models, we can look to
the Respect in the Workplace training
currently offered by the Jewish Women’s
Foundation of New York or to those Keshet provides on tolerance and inclusion.

Facilitate reporting

Every employee in the Jewish sector
should know and trust their organization’s reporting structure. One of the
most common refrains is that employees
do not know who to turn to if they experience or witness harassment. This is
equally true at foundations and all other
kinds of nonprofits.
It is incumbent upon us as Jews that
our reporting structures allow for fair
consideration and due process for both
the accuser and the accused. To that end,
it is worth considering external reporting
structures like those suggested by Yehuda Kurtzer and Rabbi Danya Ruttenberg,
who have called for the creation of a neutral platform for those seeking redress
without fear of retribution. We may also
consider the use of ombudsmen or new
tools like AllVoices, an app-based reporting service under development.

Equal opportunity

Beyond these five areas, the most im-

portant way to create sustainable change
in our community is to ensure that women are treated equitably and have opportunities to advance to top leadership
roles.
Starting today, we must help elevate
women’s voices in Jewish life. We must
advocate for pay equity for comparable
roles. We must include more women on
CEO search committees and candidate
interview lists. We must mentor and
sponsor women in advancing in their
careers. We must, as Advancing Women
Professionals has taught us, make the
choice not to serve on or support panels,
committees and initiatives where women
are not represented. When we raise up
women, we raise up everyone — especially those of diverse, underrepresented
backgrounds.
Indeed, we can make an inclusive, safe
and respectful environment a key element of great Jewish workplaces. In doing so, we will create spaces free from
harassment, gender disparagement and
bias; make our offices models of what a
modern workplace should be; and usher
in a new era of leadership that better reflects and supports the people and communities we serve.
Let’s make 2018 the year we live up
to the steadfast ethics of our people and
put an end to sexual harassment in the
Jewish community once and for all. Let’s
join together to create a culture in which
nobody ever again has to say #MeToo or
#GamAni.

Scott Rogowsky: Jewish Comedian
Hosts New Viral Trivia App
By Josefin Dolsten
Trivia is having a major moment —
and that’s thanks, in large part, to Scott
Rogowsky.

The Jewish comedian has played a
huge role in the runaway success of HQ
Trivia, the iPhone app turned massive
phenomenon that now has some 500,000
people glued to their iPhones at 3 p.m.
and 9 p.m. every weekday for a chance to
feel smart and win money.
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HQ Trivia is presented in the format
of a game show — it’s hosted live by
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Rogowsky from New York twice a day.
The app was created in August by Rus
Yusupov and Colin Kroll, the founders of
video-sharing site Vine, and it works like
this: At the appointed times, users take a
stab at correctly answering 12 multiple
choice questions (which start easy but
rapidly become more difficult). Those
who answer all 12 questions correctly
split a pot of prize money, which typically
ranges from $1,500 to $12,000.
During the game, Rogowsky — a chipper funnyman who lives in his hometown
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of Harrison, N.Y. and describes himself as
being in his “exceedingly late 20s” (although according to some online sources
he is in his 30s) — throws in plenty of
jokes, puns and shout-outs to competitors, whom he affectionately refers to as
“HQuties.”

Notably, Rogowsky is very vocal about
his Jewish identity; live on HQ he’s referred to himself as the “Semitic Sajak”
(that’s in reference to “Wheel of Fortune” host Pat Sajak) and the “Meshuggeneh Martindale” (as in Wink, the host
of “Tic-Tac-Dough”). He has wished winners “mazal tov” and, on the first night of
Hanukkah, he wore a vibrant blue-andwhite suit emblazoned with Stars of David.

put together the stacks, then I go through
them for final edits before each live game.
What’s your favorite HQ Trivia question so far?

“Which baseball player holds the Major League record for most total bases
in a single 9-inning game?” The answer
is Shawn Green, and it’s my favorite because Shawn Green tweeted me his appreciation after that game. To find out
that the greatest Jewish baseball player of
my generation plays HQ Trivia is enough
for me to retire on, frankly.

(When he’s not doing HQ Trivia duties,
Rogowsky has made Jews and Judaism
part of his comedy career.)

A year ago, I would have thought I’d be
living in Spain by now, having quit comedy and begun a second career as an ESL
teacher, dating a flamenco dancer, subsisting on Manchego and churros... Actually, I’d still like to do that.
Do you help pick the questions?

HQ Trivia has a team of writers who
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Most cringeworthy Bar Mitzvah memory?

I cringe about the whole affair when I
think about the fact that I looked closer to
bris age than Bar Mitzvah…

What was the best Hanukkah present
you got this year?

I received a snazzy Hanukkah blazer
from my pals at Shinesty Threads. I wore
it on HQ on the first night and I think it
broke the Jewish Internet.

Sasha Cohen meets Sacha Baron Cohen at Zabar’s.
What’s your favorite thing about being Jewish?

Being interviewed by the JTA. You’re
not going to see a profile of Jim Gaffigan
in these pages! Also, the jokes.

JTA: HQ Trivia launched in August.
What have the last five months been
like for you?

Would you have thought a year ago
that you would be the host of a smartphone trivia show?

I’ve had my fair share of tweets, DMs,
emails, Facebook Messages and friends
trying to set me up with friends… which
is all very flattering, but the bottom line
is: I’m far too busy to care for myself
right now — let alone another person!
And with 9 p.m. ET live games, scheduled
seven nights a week, my availability isn’t
ideal for most nice Jewish girls.

home to visit my mother she says, “And
when am I going to see you again? Next
Tisha B’av?”

How would you describe your Jewish
identity?

In an email interview with JTA (in the
form of — you guessed it — 12 questions), Rogowsky got candid about his
experience hosting the game show, his
Jewish background and his dating life.
Oh, and he cracked a few jokes, too.

Rogowsky: For my first few months at
HQ Trivia, my life was — for the most part
— the same as it had always been. Even at
temple during the High Holy Days, I was
having to explain to people exactly what
I was doing, trying to convince them to
download the app. But in the short time
since Thanksgiving — when HQ exploded — it has been a complete blur. I still
haven’t fully caught my breath!

ia host lead to date proposals from
any nice Jewish girls or boys?

Favorite Jewish joke?

It’s unprintable. But I’ll tell you my favorite publication-friendly joke that I’ve
written: My mother is a born-again Jew.
She saw the light, and then she asked if
she could be seated away from it.
Favorite Jewish holiday and why?
You are open about being Jewish on
HQ Trivia. Has this lead to any antiSemitic harassment?

Tisha B’av. Because whenever I’m

Much to my surprise, no! As with
any social platform, there will always
be trolls, but HQ Trivia has guidelines
in place to ensure the chat vibes remain
chill and family-friendly. As for tweets,
I’ve had a few “you sucks” fired off at me,
but, so far, not a single “get in the oven!”
which is truly miraculous.
You have said you’re single and dating
at the moment. Has being the HQ Triv-
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Painting & Prayer
(continued from page 9)
mixing Jewish texts and books on art and
psychology is nearby. Across the room,
freestanding shelves offered glue, glitter,
pens, scissors and the like.
Some of the worshippers had made the
artworks on the wall. Others had come
for the prayers, which -- like many other
informal Jewish prayer groups -- mixed
folk tunes and melodies by Shlomo Carlebach. But for the Jewish Studio Project,
which hosted the service, the goal was to
show the worshippers that those things
aren’t so different: that prayer can be art,
and art can be prayer.
Allen and Kasowitz founded the Jewish Studio Project in 2015 to merge their
enthusiasm for traditional Jewish study
and ritual with their love for art. The
project is hard to define, exactly: It’s an
art studio, but it doesn’t teach art techniques. It hosts Jewish prayer and study,
but it’s not a minyan or congregation. Its
first immersive retreat starts next week,
but the participants aren’t all coming
from one community or workplace.
Instead, the project hopes to create a
new entryway to Jewish spirituality: not
just through the prayerbook, the Talmud
or a social service mission, but through
the process of making art.
The organization regularly hosts open
hours in its space, called Studio Am (the
Hebrew word for “people”), where people can come and make art as they wish.
But their flagship exercise is called the
“Jewish Studio Process,” an art, writing
and study program Allen and Kasowitz
have run for groups in their studio and
across the country. The process begins
with traditional Jewish “hevruta” learning, where people pair off to delve into
Jewish texts on a certain theme.
The group then focuses on a certain
word or phrase they studied -- what they
call an “intention” -- and each person
makes art based on it for an hour. The
goal is not to create a finished product
but to engage in the act of accessing an
idea by making art. To that end, participants are told not to comment on each
other’s work, and to “follow pleasure”
-- to do something that makes them feel
fulfilled. They finish the process by describing their art through free-association writing.
Both Allen and Kasowitz came to
found the project in part due to dissat-
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In Memorium
Irwin J. Stovroff, 1922–2018

isfaction with traditional Jewish institutions. Allen loved her Jewish summer
camp as a kid but didn’t find the same
kind of meaning in synagogue. She was
ordained in 2014 at Hebrew College, a
non-denominational seminary near Boston. Kasowitz, who comes from a career
in the nonprofit world, grew up in a traditional Conservative home, and met Allen as he was branching out into Renewal
and other alternative Jewish movements.
But as much as the couple is creating
a new entry point for people to connect
with Judaism, they also want to encourage more Jews to connect with art -something Allen says makes people feel
intimidated. So far, 4,000 participants
have taken part in its programs, which
they have also brought to mainstream
Jewish organizations like Hillel and Hebrew Union College, the Reform seminary.
“So many people come to our work
who I don’t think would normally do creative things, and they’re drawn in by the
Judaism,” she said. “We always talk about,
‘Raise your hand if you were traumatized
by your fourth grade art teacher who told
you you’d never be an artist,’ and it’s, like,
always half the group.”
The Jewish Studio Project is also, in
many ways, another of the many independent, progressive Jewish communities that have sprung up across the country in the past couple decades. It hosts
High Holiday services with eclectic melodies and a mix of traditional liturgy and
contemporary readings. It hosts occasional Shabbat services. It has classes on
the weekly Torah portion and programs
in advance of major Jewish holidays that
combine art and study.
But Carle Brinkman, a friend of Allen
and Kasowitz who regularly attends Jewish Studio Project programs, says that
even though the organization deals with
the same themes as other Jewish groups,
it’s getting at them in a way that feels
new.
“Engagement in Jewish text, ritual and
tradition in this nonverbal way helps me
access ideas and feelings and concepts -internal wisdom that the art making can
tap into,” she said.
When groups work with paint in the
studio, she says, it feels like praying: “We
ask for what we want, need, need to discuss, and then we need to let it go and see
what gifts come back.”
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Boca Raton, Florida — Our greatest glory is not in
falling, but in rising every time we
fall.
Irwin was born
in Buffalo, NY and
lived in Youngstown, OH and Greensboro,
NC. He was a Jewish Prisoner of War in
Germany during WWII. Wherever he
went, he went with all his heart. Irwin’s
philosophy in life was that people matter, not things and he put that frame of
thought to work helping other veterans
at the West Palm Beach Veterans Hospital and Co-Founding Vets Helping Heroes,
which raises funds for veterans in need of
Service Dogs.
Survived by Suzy, [Michael] Strella,
and companion of many years, Doris Tamarkin.
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Son of Max and Bertha Stovroff, [deceased], married to Sterra Penner Stovroff, [deceased], father of Jill Feldman
[deceased], brother to Mort [deceased]
and [Joan], Stovroff.

An extraordinary life:
2nd Lieutenant Irwin Stovroff, 506
Squadron, 44th Bomb Group, POW Stalag
Luft 1, Purple Heart recipient.
Graduated from University of Illinois.
Worked for family retail furniture
business in Youngstown, Ohio and then
Thomasville Furniture International until retirement at age 75.
Volunteered as National Service Officer for Ex-POW’s at Palm Beach VA Hospital.
09/2000 Awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross presented by Senator John
McCain.
01/2002 President’s Call to Service
Award from the President’s Council on
Service and Civic Participation, from

George Bush.
03/21/2008 by order of President
Sarkozy of the French Republic he was
presented the Legion of Honor medal.
10/2009
Congressional
Record,
Wounded Warriors K-9 Corps Act [Instrumental in legally allowing Service
Dogs for veterans with physical and
mental disabilities]. With Honorable Ron
Klein, Senator Al Franken, and Congressman Ed Whitfield.
President Obama signed into law the
Defense Authorization Act of 2010, supporting Wounded Warrior K-9 Corps Act
inspired by Irwin Stovroff.
03/18/2013 Congressional Record
honored his work that provided Veterans
with Service Dogs.
04/22/13 Proclamation By Mayor
Steve Abrams & Congressman Ted Deutch, Irwin Stovroff Day Boca Raton.
04/30/15 FAU Awarded Honorary
Doctorate of Humane Letters.
Honored at Avenue of 444 Flags, Her-

The Jewish Journal Monthly Magazine

mitage, PA, [where 444 days Americans
were held hostage in Iran].
Featured in documentaries, “A Gift of
Life,” “Shot Up and Shot Down” & “Bagels
Over Berlin.”
Featured in Gerald Astor’s book, “The
Mighty Eighth.”
Featured in Tracy Libby’s book, “Reporting for Duty.”
Irwin’s biography, L.A. Weiser’s book,
“An Extraordinary Life… Gone to the
Dogs.”
Irwin has touched the lives of 400+
veterans, who were given Service Dogs
from Vets Helping Heroes, the organization Irwin founded.
In Lieu of flowers, please make a contribution to www.VetsHelpingHeroes.org
8000 N. Federal Hwy, #207
Boca Raton, FL 33487-1681

(additional remarks on next page)
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From a Friend of Irwin
Irwin has done a tremendous amount
for the Youngstown Jewish Federation.
In turn, the Youngstown Jewish Federation, and the Youngstown community as
a whole, has done a tremendous amount
for Irwin, donating year after year to the
charity he founded, Vets Helping Heroes,
to provide funds to purchase properly
trained Service Dogs for Wounded Veterans.
He was a great man, a winner of the
Distinguished Flying Cross, a Prisoner of
War in Stalag Luft One for 13 months in
World War II, and a winner of the French
Legion of Merit medal.
After he retired from the furniture
business at age 75, he helped fellow returning wounded Veterans obtain the
benefits to which the were entitled from
the Veteran’s Administration.
When he found out that there was no
money in the budget to obtain a guide
dog for a blind Veteran, he raised the
money from private sources, mostly Veterans’ Organizations. He then started
Vets Helping Heroes, a 501c3 charity, ten
years ago to help raise private funds to
provide properly-trained guide dogs and
service dogs to as many wounded veter-

ans as possible at no charge.
Since its beginning, the organization has raised nearly $7,000,000.00,
and sponsored nearly 400 dogs for our
wounded veterans.
Now Irwin has finally died, more than
75 years after he looked out over the
nosewheel of his stricken bomber and
contemplated his imminent death. But
Irwin was given an extra 75 years so that
he could help as many veterans as possible—at least that is what I choose to
believe.
Now I want to commit myself to helping to keep Irwin’s legacy alive, and to
keep raising funds to train service dogs
for wounded veterans. If you would like
to help me honor my late friend, please
consider making a donation in his memory at www.vetshelpingheroes.org.
Rest in peace, Irwin. Your Mission is
complete. Well done, Lt. We’ll take it from
here.

Charles R. “Charlie” Morgenstein, Esq.
Executive Director, Vets Helping Heroes

Felice Mirkin, 1924–2018

Ann Kaner-Roth, 1968–2017

Sheldon Apple, 1935–2017

“She was a
person of many
talents, and over
and over again
in her career she
dedicated her
talents to projects that gave
equal voice and
equal dignity to
as many people as she could,” said Secretary of State Steve Simon, who made her
his deputy in 2015.
She spent the past three years working
with him to get more people to the polls
and overseeing a program that protects
the addresses of voters who are domestic
violence survivors.
A loving wife and mother of three children, Ann dedicated her life to securing
equality and civil rights for LGBTQ and all
marginalized communities.
In addition to her work for LGBTQ
equality, Ann was also deeply invested in
supporting the Jewish community in Minnesota and working for child welfare and
equity in early childhood education. Governor Mark Dayton declared December
16th to be Ann Kaner-Roth Day in Minnesota via official state proclamation.
She died Dec. 21 of brain cancer. She
was 49.
She is survived by her husband, Marc
Roth, and children Avia, Ari and Isa of
Minneapolis.
Ann was the daughter-in-law of El
Emeth members Sam D. & Terry Roth.

Sheldon A. Apple,
82, of Beachwood,
passed away Dec. 26,
2017. Born on Feb.
5, 1935, to Jacob and
Jean Apple. He attended Shaw High School
in East Cleveland
and graduated from Kent State University with a Bachelor of Science degree in
business administration. He received his
Juris Doctorate degree from ClevelandMarshall College of Law. Sheldon spent
his entire career as a CPA and partner
of Berger, Apple & Associates, formerly
Louis A. Blue & Associates.
Sheldon was an avid tennis player,
mall walker and watch collector. He was
a lifelong member of Oheb Zedek-Taylor
Road Synagogue.
He married the love of his life, Marlene
(nee Yalowitz), in 1956. Together, they
traveled the world, enjoyed spending
time together and doted on their children
and grandchildren.
In addition to his wife, Sheldon is survived by his adoring children: Jill Ross
(Dan), Susan Schlessinger (Marc) and
Robert Apple (Stefani). Cherished Papa
of Zachary and Jamie Ross, Jacob, Carly
and Kyle Schlessinger, Danielle, Marisa,
and Jillian Apple. Dearest brother of Leslie Apple (Bonnie).
Sheldon was the brother of El Emeth
member Les Apple.

YOUNGSTOWN
–
Felice Mirkin passed
away on Thursday, Jan.
11, 2018, at the age of
93, following a lengthy
illness.
Felice was born on
March 29, 1924, in Brooklyn, N.Y., to Kitty
and Frank Gootnick, where she grew up
and graduated from Erasmus Hall High
School in 1942.
As a young adult, like many New Yorkers of that era, she vacationed every summer with her family in the Catskills. One
such summer, she was introduced by
friends to Dan Mirkin from Youngstown,
with whom she enjoyed a summer romance before drifting apart. Back in Manhattan, Felice was working for the USO in
the Empire State Building when, on July
28, 1945, a plane hit the building resulting in 14 deaths and grabbing the attention of everyone in the nation, including
Dan Mirkin, who looked her up and called
on her to make sure she was safe. This
turned out to be a momentous phone call
and Dan made plans shortly thereafter
to visit Felice in New York. In 1946, they
were married.

A New Yorker at heart, Felice never
learned to drive a car or ride a bicycle,
however she adjusted quickly to life in
Ohio and came to appreciate the slower
pace and developed many lasting friendships. For many years, coffee was hosted
at her house every day after the kids left
for school, until, eventually, she would
work as bookkeeper for one of the Mirkin family businesses, Mall Shops Inc. She
loved Bridge, Majong, and a good episode
of Cash Cab or The Chew. She was an avid
knitter who made sure each and every
one of her grandchildren had a piece to
remember her by.
She was predeceased by her husband,
Dan Mirkin; an infant son, Gary Mirkin;
as well as her sister, Miriam (Paul) Silberman of Lenox, Mass.
She will be missed by her daughter, Toby (Fred) Portman of Columbus;
son Ira (Amy) of Youngstown; as well
as grandchildren Katie (Jeff Matteuzzi)
Portman, Nikki Portman, Lindsay (Jeff)
Stewart, Scott (Maxy) Mirkin, and Kevin
(Tanne Walker) Mirkin; five great-grandchildren; sister-in-law Florence Mirkin;
and numerous nephews and nieces.
Contributions to Heritage Manor
would be greatly appreciated.

Vicki Lynn Schermer, 1924-2018
Vicki was born April
24, 1949, in Youngstown.
Vicki was the daughter
of Sidney and Elaine
(Fox) Schermer.
Vicki was a graduate of Boardman High
School and spent 30 years being an Allstate agent and having her own agency in
various locations before she retired.
Vicki lived her life the way she wanted
to live it and truly enjoyed her life before
she became ill. During her prime, Vicki
was a great golfer and traveled throughout the country to compete in various
tournaments. Her group even won the
Donald Trump Invitational. Vicki never
met a stranger. She was always extremely
friendly and giving to everyone she met.
She was known throughout her life for
her great sense of humor and her quick
wit. Vicki always had a joke and was a
fabulous joke teller. She also loved to be
part of a good prank, of which she usually
was the instigator. Vicki was also an avid
animal lover, never passing a dog without
petting it or talking to it.
Vicki is survived by her sister, Atty.
Paula Kutlick (Dr. David Kutlick).
She was predeceased by her parents; her brothers, Michael and Charles
Schermer; and her loving dog, Rascal.
Vicki was proud to have some very
good friends that helped her through
tough times, Alyce Zecher, Charlene Platt,
Linda Sutliff, and Gail Riess. Vicki was
also very blessed to have her own guardian angel looking after her through the
more difficult times, to comfort her and
take care of her and to be an amazing
friend, Celesta Rapp.
The family would like to thank the staff
of Hospice of the Valley and Vista Center
of Boardman, now known as Continuing

In Memorium
Health Care of Boardman.
Please send any monetary contributions to Vicki’s favorite charities, Angels
for Animals, 4750 West South Range
Road, Canfield, OH 44406 or Hospice of
the Valley, 5190 Market St., Youngstown,
OH 44512.

Hilda Wilkoff, 1922–2017

Hilda Wilkoff, a
leader in the Warren
Jewish Community
serving for many
years on the boards
of Beth Israel Temple Center and Beth
Israel
Sisterhood,
passed away on
September 2, 2017
at Menorah Park, Beachwood, Ohio. She
was the older daughter of the late Samuel
and Catherine Ross, beloved wife of William (deceased), devoted mother of Sandi
Lefkowitz (Richard), David (deceased),
wife Lori, and Dennis (deceased) Wilkoff,
cherished grandmother of Marla Lefkowitz (Brian Finkenthal), Marc Lefkowitz
(Corrie Sawson), Melissa Berlin (Grant),
Alene Herman (Jonathan), Adam Wilkoff
(Heather), and Chad Wilkoff (Nan). She
was the loving great-grandmother of Nikki, Julia, Spencer, Lindsay, Ellie, Ivy, Griffin, Ian, Ethan, Ella, Dylan, and Eli; dear
sister of the following deceased: Stella
Krause (Howard), Louis, William and
Robert Ross.
Hilda was an active member of the
Warren, OH Chapter of Hadassah and she
continued her volunteer work at Menorah Park in Beachwood. Using her amazing talent of playing the piano by ear, she
accompanied a choral group that entertained the residents weekly.
Submitted by Louise Shultz

We extend our deepest condolences to all their family members.
May G-d help them with strength, comfort and healing.
May G-d comfort and sustain you among the mourners of Zion & Jerusalem.

Rabbi Joseph P. Schonberger
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