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Commentary
A Little Sunshine, a Little Religion, a Little Warmth
By Mary Lou Finesilver

What does 
April mean to 
you? I’ve got a few 
things: selfishly, 
my birthday, then 
usually Passover, 
Easter, spring, 
and don’t forget, 
“April showers 
bring May 

flowers.” What more could we ask for? 
A little sunshine, a little religion, a little 
warmth. Not a bad recommendation for 
the fourth month of the year. 

April does remind me of Passover—or 
in Hebrew, Pesach—and the seder. The 
word seder means order, and there is a 
certain order to the dinner. “The Passover 
story is from the Biblical book of Exodus, 
which discusses the ancient Hebrews' 
enslavement in Egypt and how they were 
freed. ...”

We follow a book called the Haggadah, 
which outlines the order of the dinner 
with prayers, singing, and eating in a 
certain order. Depending on the kind of 
seder you want, traditional or modern, 
the service before dinner can take up 
to two to three hours, then dinner, and 
then the completion of the service for 
about another hour. The Haggadahs were 
published for years by Maxwell House and 
you could buy them at the supermarket. 
There are also beautiful books with really 

lovely illustrations that can be purchased 
and are normally supplied by the hosts, 
so each person has his or her copy with 
which to follow the service. We now use 
the new version that is only 30 minutes, 
and it has all the traditions, but it’s not as 
wordy. When we finish reading, dinner is 
eaten and there is time to sit and catch up 
on news with family and friends. 

I remember the Passover seders 
when I was growing up. Our dining room 
overflowed with family and friends. 
Seder would start about 7 p.m. to allow 
everyone to come home from work, and 
the dinner and seder would be over 
sometime around midnight. My in-laws, 
Abe and Ida Finesilver, had the seders at 
their home after they closed their grocery 
store so it would all start about 9 p.m. and 
would finish after midnight. But it was 
always time for joy and celebration. 

Then the time came for my generation 
to take over preparing and hosting the 
dinner. My sister-in-law, Joy Malkoff, 
would empty out her living room of 
furniture and set the tables up for at 
least 25 or 30 people. Since Passover 
is celebrated with the seders on two 
different evenings, she would have the 
first seder and we would have the second. 
We would set up tables and chairs in our 
then beautiful rec room for about the 
same number of people. Grandparents, 
aunts, uncles, and cousins all were 
included for many years. Gradually the 
logistics changed and we sadly lost family, 

family moved, young cousins married 
and had dinner with their in-laws, and 
our numbers got smaller. Joy moved, and 
Al and I started hosting both seders with 
as many family as we could find. Some 
years, it would only be maybe six or seven 
people, but it was always fun and special.

In 1989, I started keeping notebooks 
of holidays, including the number of 
people and menus. We still look at them 
for ideas, though we stick pretty much to 
the favored menu. Now we also have a 
second seder at El Emeth Temple for a 
few people, not more than 110 or 120. 
That also is fun. We continue to have 
the first seder with family and friends, 

maybe 15 or 16. I no longer do much of 
the cooking—I have turned that over to 
my girls and, since they are across the 
street now, my daughter-in-law Candy. 
Also, everyone brings something, from 
a delicious cole slaw to a perfectly 
gorgeous fried turkey and wonderful 
desserts. Preparations were begun but 
now are on hold for Passover seder until 
we see how things go. This has always 
been a favorite holiday and if we can't 
meet, I will be really sad. We are hoping 
that this coronavirus won’t spoil our 
plans. We also hope you all stay well 
and hopefully this too shall pass, quickly.  
Happy April!

Mention this ad and receive 
free delivery of your holiday 
flowers. Expires 4/30/2020

Edward’s Florist 
911 Elm Street 

Youngstown, Ohio, 44505
330-744-4387

Happy Passover
from Ilona, Mitchell, Zachary & Joshua Cohn
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JCC of Youngstown Accepting Applications 
for Temporary Pandemic Child Care Center

The Jewish Community Center 
of Youngstown has been granted an 
Emergency Pandemic Child Care license 
by the state of Ohio and is now accepting 
applications for immediate placement 
for children of essential workers in the 
Mahoning Valley. The Pandemic Child Care 
Center is part of the JCC’s longstanding 
and ongoing commitment to bring high 
quality and vital services to the greater 
community. The Pandemic Child Care 
Center will provide safe, quality care for 
the children of the people on the frontlines 
of the COVID-19 crisis.

An enrollment packet can be found 
at jccyoungstown.org, under the Early 
Learning tab. To certify they are essential 
workers, parents will need to fill out 
the JFS-01259 form (page four of the 
enrollment packet). Parents will be 
contacted quickly after submission of the 
packet.

 The JCC’s early childhood and school age 
educators will work alongside other JCC 
professionals to provide high quality care 
for children. Health monitoring protocols 
for everyone entering the building have 
been implemented, and interaction 
between classroom groups will be kept to  
a minimum. Children will have  
opportunities for learning through 
various materials and programs 

designed by JCC educators, and 
 the JCC facilities also offer many  
opportunities for physical 
activity, including a gymnasium, a 
swimming pool, and various other  
large spaces.

 The JCC’s Temporary Pandemic  
Child Care Center will follow the 
guidelines set by Governor Mike DeWine 
for these centers.  No more than six 
children will be kept in a class, children 
of parents employed by the same 
entity will be kept together, and parent 
interaction at drop-off and pick-up sites 
will be limited. Rigorous daily cleaning  
protocols will be maintained at multiple 
intervals each day.

 Per Governor DeWine’s order, families 
whose members work in the following 
fields will receive priority for the child 
care spots:

•  Health Care Workers
•  First Responders
•  Hospital and Health Clinic Staff
•  Pharmacy Staff
•  Police, Fire, and EMT
•  Child Service Workers
•  Adult Protection Workers
•  Developmental Disability Aids
•  Mental Health Counselors
•  Psychiatrists and Psychologists
• Nursing Home and Elder Care Workers
•  Home Health Care Workers
•  Dentists

HappyHappy
Passover!Passover!
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El Emeth
Liberty Police Officer and K-9 
Dog Visit Temple El Emeth

Temple 
El Emeth 
recently 
welcomed 
Liberty 
Police officer 
David Rankin 
and his K-9 
dog Leo to 
its Minyan 
and a Meal 
program. 
Rankin spoke 
about the K-9 
program, the 
training the 
dogs receive, 
and the work 
they do in the 
community. 
Before dinner 
he planted 
drugs in the 
Temple social 
hall and later 
brought Leo 
in to find 
them, which 
he did in a 
matter of 
seconds.

BLACK AND WHITE

As part of the aggressive effort to curb the spread of the Coronavirus 
Disease 2019 (COVID-19), please note these changes:
We are suspending services at Temple El Emeth until further notice.  
The following programs have been canceled at Temple El Emeth:
 
April 1 - Jewish Christian Dialogue
Liberty Food Pantry Volunteers (Pantry is using Church volunteers 
this month)
April 9 - Temple El Emeth Second Seder
April 20 - Shmoozing with Shmulik
No Kiddush Luncheon in April
May 2 - Sisterhood Shabbat
 
During this time the office will remain closed. We will monitor emails 
and send emails as needed. 
We pray that everyone stays healthy and that this crisis is soon over. 
Please check our web page (templeelemeth.org) for updates.  
Let us remain united and strong in Faith and grow in health, spiritually 
and physically, through this crisis.  
Wishing all safety, good health and mazal, good luck, until life returns 
to normal.  

Zai Gezunt bli ayin hara
Rabbi Joseph Schonberger

The Health and Safety of  
Our Members and Staff Is 
Our Priority

9400 East Market Street 
PO Box # 3309 
Warren, Ohio 44484
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Ohev Tzedek

Neil Yutkin: A Lifetime of Social 
Action and Service
By Bonnie Deutsch Burdman
Youngstown Area Jewish Federation 
Director of Community Relations/
Government Affairs

Mark Twain once said, “The secret 
of getting ahead is getting started. The 
secret of getting started is breaking 
your complex, overwhelming tasks 
into small manageable tasks, then 
starting on the first one.”

When I read Neil Yutkin’s final 
Jewish Journal column printed here, a 
column he began with a Mark Twain 
quote, I immediately thought of this 
Twain quip about his take on the 
secret of success, and realized that 
this perfectly encapsulates Neil’s 
outlook on life and his approach to 
community service.

It was a personal shock when I 
learned that my friend Neil tragically 
and unexpectedly passed away a 

few weeks ago. I felt a tremendous 
sense of personal loss.  But I realized 
immediately that our community 
would be suffering even more.

Neil was a dedicated member of the 
Jewish Community Relations Council 
as well as of virtually all of its working 
subcommittees. And of course, he was 
the backbone of Ohev Tzedek – the 
one person who literally, among many 
other things, kept the lights on, the 
building clean, and the roof secure. 
But it was the way he tackled his 
numerous volunteer responsibilities, 
by breaking down tasks into smaller, 
manageable components that made 
him so valuable and so appreciated.

A perfect example is his work 
on the JCRC’s booth at the Canfield 
Fair.  For years, the JCRC had been 

Rebirth
By Neil Yutkin 
Ohev Tzedek President

Editor’s Note: This column was 
submitted in early March. Sadly, Neil 
passed away March 12. Read his obituary 
on page 19.

To paraphrase Mark Twain, the reports 
of our death are greatly exaggerated.

It seems that, once again, the Mahoning 
Valley was declared a dead and dying 
location because of the closing of the GM 
plant in Lordstown as well as their suppliers 
in the rest of the Valley. And once again, it 
seems that we are being reincarnated, this 
time with an offshoot of the auto industry—
electric vehicles and their components.

We have even been given a new 
nickname: “Voltage Valley.” Much better 
than the “Rust Belt,” and a more up-to-date 
indicator of our future.

Now it’s time for our Jewish community 
to fully recognize that the Valley has a 
bright future. Sure, we have lost the steel 
and mainstream auto industries, and we 

no longer resemble the industrial center 
we once were, but once again we have 
resurrected ourselves into a growth arena.  

It seems that many in the Jewish 
community have just accepted the fact  
that the future of our community is 
limited. While we have made many efforts 
to build up our services to the people who 
reside here now, we have made little or no 
effort to attract new Jewish people to our 
Valley. 

The common excuse for the belief is 
always, “What do we have to offer? No jobs, 
no culture, etc.”  This was not the attitude 
that our fathers had.  

Jobs? They weren’t here when our 
grandparents and parents moved into 
the Valley, yet many of them didn’t look 
elsewhere, but just started their own 
small businesses. Culture? We have a 
strong Jewish community for the size 
and have managed to provide at least 
four shuls with membership that got 
our kids through their early years with 
a decent Jewish education. And while we 

don’t have the glitz and glamour of bigger 
cities, we have the symphony, theaters, 
parks, good education, live theater, and 
other forms of entertainment. We are a 
welcoming community.

Our Valley offers these benefits 
without the major crime rates and major 
traffic hang-ups of bigger cities, and most 
importantly without the much higher 
costs of living. 

It is time for us to look to a future with 
hope rather than to just survive. As long 
as we accept that we are diminishing, 
without attempting to change the 
situation, we are becoming an example of 
that cliché, a self-fulfilling prophecy.  

Let us break that model and try to 
move forward to create our own future 
rather than respond to the one that has 
been foisted upon us.

Neil Yutkin continued on page 29
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Purim

Akiva Academy Purim 
Costume Contest

As part of their Purim celebration, Akiva Academy students 
participated in a costume contest. Winners pictured from 
left are Emma Gamble (grade 5) dressed as “Salad” who 
won 2nd place, Jonathan Jackson (grade 1) dressed as 
“Weather Man Reporter” who won 1st place, and Mara 
Vargo (grade 6) dressed as “Baby Yoda” who won 3rd place.

Purim Carnival Held at Jewish Community Center

ELC Purim Parade

Students in the Early Learning Center at Jewish 
Community Center of Youngstown participated in 
a Purim parade. Pictured are students in the Tiger 
Room led by their teacher Emily Paris.

Jewish Community Center of Youngstown held a Purim Carnival in March. Included were carnival food, games, prizes, a bounce house, a costume contest, and more.  
Pictured (left) is Giada Ingram holding Ouija and (right) Porgy the Clown talks with Shayna Wilschek (left) and Sloan McKelvey.

Community Wide 
Purim Celebration

A community wide Purim celebration was held March 9 
at Temple El Emeth. Pictured is Marleigh Schonberger.
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COVID-19
Liptalk: We’re Here for the Community
A Message from Andy Lipkin
Federation Executive Vice-President

March 
normally brings 
about the promise 
of spring, the 
excitement of the 
NCAA basketball 
tournament, and 
preparation for 
Passover. Instead, 
this year, we find 

ourselves grappling with the uncertainty 
of what will happen in the coming weeks 
and days. To say this moment in time is 
like no other I've been through would be 
an understatement.

Most of us have never experienced 
anything of this magnitude in our lifetime. 
We may have watched movies or television 
shows about “mysterious” illnesses 
that completely upended society, never 
thinking that something like that could 
actually happen. And yet here we are.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, our 
government has implemented closures 
and restrictions in an effort to slow down 
the spread of the virus. Many businesses 
and organizations are closed, including 
schools and universities, bars, restaurants, 
stores, and rec centers. Businesses and 
organizations have had to make the 
difficult decision to cancel and postpone 
events, suspend the operation of certain 
departments, or require their employees 
to work from home.

On March 15, we made the decision 
to close the Jewish Community Center 
of Youngstown to the public. The Early 
Learning Center at the JCC closed at 
the end of the day March 17. All other 
programs and classes were immediately 

canceled.
The professional leadership team of 

the JCC and the Federation, in consultation 
with the Federation president, did not 
make this decision lightly. It is hard to 
balance this choice with our desire to 
bring the community together in the 
greatest moments of need. The unique 
circumstances of this pandemic, and our 
specific opportunity to limit any additional 
spread or further community impact, 
demand us to do the very opposite—to 
build more space between our members, 
programs, and facilities. The strongest 
service to our members and mission—to 
the values of Tikkun Olam (because the 
world needs repairing right now) and Kol 
Yisrael Arevim Zeh Bazeh (because we are 
all responsible for one another)— is to  
close our doors. We share with 
all institutions a responsibility 
to safeguard the health and well-
being of staff and visitors while  
helping to slow the spread of 
the disease in our extended  
communities.

Limited visitation continues for 
Heritage Manor Rehabilitation & 
Retirement Community and Levy Gardens 
Assisted Living. This proactive decision has 
been made out of an abundance of caution 
to protect the health of our residents and 
tenants, and to minimize any unnecessary 
exposure to COVID-19 and influenza.

The Federation, in conjunction with 
Jewish Family Services, established 
a hotline. The Jewish Federation & 
Community Hotline is for anyone who 
may be experiencing anxiety regarding 
the coronavirus or just needs someone 
to talk with. JFS and Federation staff 
and volunteers from the community are 

assisting with initial and follow-up phone 
calls to seniors in our Jewish community. 
Dedicated professionals are available 
just to talk, to shop, and to help find 
needed mental health resources. If you or  
someone you know is in need of  
assistance, please call our Hotline at 
330.406.9533 or email us at hotlineyajf@
gmail.com. After hours calls and emails 
will be returned the next morning.

Our JCC is providing childcare for our 
enrolled students whose parents are 
healthcare workers, as well as the children 
of healthcare staff at Heritage Manor. We 

are providing childcare for Mercy Health 
and other essential Valley workers who 
are vital to combating the coronavirus in 
our region. 

Our community hosted a blood drive 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday, March 29 at 
the JCC to help the Red Cross with a severe 
blood shortage.

 In an effort to stay connected with our 
community and members, in the days and 
weeks to come the JCC will be broadcasting 
fitness classes, art classes, online music 

Best wishes for a happy and healthy passover!
Edward J. Lewis Inc. 

Liptalk continued on page 31
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COVID-19
Israeli President Reuven Rivlin Message to Jewish Communities 
Around the World

President Rivlin’s remarks in full:
“My brothers and sisters, members 

of the global Jewish community. The 
whole world is, right now, in a difficult 
time of fear and confusion because of 
the corona crisis which has turned all 
our lives upside down and which has 
claimed lives. Now is the time when 
every country is calling out to its citizens 
to deal with the dangers together.

But at this difficult time, we here in 
Israel think of another ‘together’ that 
we are part of, and look to you, our 
brothers and sisters of the global Jewish 

community. Your welfare and ours are 
inextricably linked. With every update 
on the spread of the virus that we hear 
from around the world, we also think of 
you, our family abroad and pray you are 
staying strong, united, healthy and well. 

The People of Israel, over the years, 
has managed to overcome danger and 
crisis and to survive, sometimes against 
all odds, thanks to the value we place on 
community and mutual responsibility 
which are embedded in our Jewish 
tradition. These are times when we 
must use this tradition and the values 

we were given to take care of ourselves 
while following the instructions, and 
to take care of others, particularly 
the elderly who live amongst us - 
in our buildings, communities and 
neighborhoods - those at highest risk 
not just of getting sick, but of finding 
themselves isolated and without 
supplies.

Our sense of mutual obligation is the 
fundamental value that has protected 
us. This is the Jewish spirit, our spirit, 
and if we maintain it, it will take care 
of us. My dear ones, at this difficult 

time, when the special excitement of 
preparations for the Pesach holiday 
gives way to fear and anxiety, we, the 
people that dwells in Zion embrace you 
and send our prayers for your welfare 
and your good health.

He who makes peace in the highest, 
may he bring peace to us and to all 
Israel and to all peoples of the world. 
God bless you and keep you healthy. Be 
strong and of good courage.”

The video is available at  
https://youtu.be/XCy3zHMB-Ng 
(Credit: video and sound – Avi Kanner)

Dr. Amy Acton: Did You Know?

Dr. Amy (Stearns) Acton, a 
Youngstown native, is the director of 
the Ohio Department of Health. She 
has become known for her role in 
leading Ohio's response to the 2020 
coronavirus pandemic.
 
She is the only Jewish member of 
Governor Mike DeWine’s cabinet. 
 
She is the first woman director of 
the Ohio Department of Health.
 
In her first 12 years, she lived 
in 18 different places, mostly on 
Youngstown’s Northside. 
 
She was Liberty High School’s class 
of 1984 homecoming queen.  

She attended medical school at 
Northeastern Ohio University College of 
Medicine.
 
She completed her internship and 
residency training in pediatrics at Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine, New York 
City, and Children’s Hospital/OSU.
 
She completed a residency in preventive 
medicine at The Ohio State University. 
 
She holds a master’s degree in Public 
Health from The Ohio State University.
 
Her philanthropic activities have 
included involvement on numerous 
boards and committees, including 
ENCompass (Empowering 
Neighborhoods of Columbus), OSU/
PACT Health Sciences Academy, Jewish 
Community Center (JCC), Beth Tikvah 
Synagogue, Bexley City School Climate 
Advisory Committee, and United Way 
Health Vision Council.
 
Acton and her husband Eric have six 
grown children.
 
There is a Facebook fan club page 
devoted to her. It has more than 74,000 
members and is still growing.

Jewish Community Center of Youngstown and 
Jewish Family Services are collaborating to deliver 

Passover baskets to older adults.

The baskets include: 
Grape Juice • Small Matzah Box 

Gefilte Fish • Short Seder and Haggadah

$10 suggested donation
If you would like to receive a basket 
or you would like to send one to the 
people you love, please call Jewish 

Family Services at 330.746.7929.  
Please RSVP by Monday, April 6, 2020.
* Free delivery * One basket per family/person 

* Limited baskets available
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Federation
Eric Murray New Federation 
Executive Director of Senior 
Care and Services

Richard Marlin, Youngstown Area 
Jewish Federation board president, and 
Andrew Lipkin, Federation executive 
vice-president, recently announced the 
hiring of Eric Murray as executive director 
of senior care and services. He will 
oversee Heritage Manor Rehabilitation 
& Retirement Community and Adult 
Day Services and Levy Gardens Assisted 
Living Facility. His start date was March 9. 

Murray has more than 20 years of 
progressive healthcare experience in a 
variety of settings including hospital, 
inpatient rehabilitation, therapy services, 
skilled nursing/long term care, home 
health, hospice, and private duty nursing.  

Originally beginning his professional 
journey as a licensed physical therapist, 
Murray continued to accept greater 
responsibilities over his 21 years with 
Alliance Community Hospital, eventually 
serving as the vice president of post-acute 
care.  

Murray was instrumental in the 
development of a high quality post 
acute network that worked with area 
physicians, hospitals, and nursing homes 
to develop initiatives designed to improve 
patient outcomes and satisfaction, while 
reducing the cost of delivering care.

“Senior care services, including 
nursing facilities, adult day care centers 
and assisted living facilities, will 

continue to play a greater role in 
shaping the future of healthcare 
delivery. The Youngstown Area 
Jewish Federation’s commitment 
to the senior community through 
Heritage Manor, Levy Gardens, and 
its adult day care services provides 
a tremendous opportunity to be a 
strong partner to the Youngstown 
community. We have an excellent 
story to share and look forward 
to playing an integral role in the 
delivery of high quality healthcare 
services in the Youngstown area,” 
Murray said. 

Murray is a licensed nursing home 
administrator, certified executive 
for assisted living, and a certified 
executive for home care and hospice. 
He graduated from Bowling Green 
State University with a Bachelor of 
Science in physical therapy, and the 
University of Akron where he earned 
an MBA with a concentration in 
finance.

Murray and his wife Holly live in 
Salem. They have three children. In 
addition to being involved in several 
community initiatives, Murray enjoys 
the outdoors and hopes to one day 
bicycle across the United States.

Heritage Manor is rated a five-star 
skilled nursing facility by the Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid Services and 
is the only Veterans Administration 
approved provider of long term care 
services in Mahoning County. It offers 
long-term care, respite care, adult 
day services, outpatient therapy, and 
rehabilitation.

Levy Gardens facilitates all 
practical efforts for tenants to 
achieve and maintain the highest 
quality of life with a reasonable level 
of independence. Tenants receive 
on-site support for daily living 
activities, such as bathing, dressing, 
and medication management, while 
maintaining their independence. 

afmda.org/protect 

Yitzak Rabin called Magen David Adom  
Israel’s second line of defense.

With the coronavirus, we’re the first.

When the COVID19 coronavirus arrived in Israel, the Ministry 
of Health knew who could best protect everyone’s health. 
Because Israelis know Magen David Adom has the paramedics, 
training, and vision to minimize the spread of the disease.

With its innovative home-testing program and cutting-edge 
apps, MDA can literally see how patients are recovering — 
enabling most Israelis to recover at home, where they can 
infect the fewest people. 

Support from Americans like you has helped MDA shield 
almost all of Israel’s 9 million people from this disease. But 
this fight has depleted the tools and supplies MDA needs to 
ensure the infection rates don’t rise. Help Magen David Adom 
continue to protect Israelis and save lives. Make a gift today.  
Chag Pesach sameach.
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The Jewish Federation & Community Hotline is 
accessible by emailing hotlineyajf@gmail.com 

or calling 330.406.9533 during regular business 
hours. After hours calls and emails will be 

returned the next morning. 

Are you experiencing anxiety regarding COVID-19 (coronavirus)?  
The Jewish Federation & Community Hotline can offer you someone 

to talk with or assistance in finding available local resources.

THE YOUNGSTOWN AREA JEWISH FEDERATION 
IS NOW HOSTING A HOTLINE.

Federation

Leann Rich New Federation 
Marketing Manager

Leann Rich is the marketing 
manager for the Youngstown 
Area Jewish Federation. In this 
newly created position, Rich is 
providing leadership and direction 
for the marketing efforts of the  
Federation and all of its agencies, 
with a focus on the Jewish 
Community Center of Youngstown. 
The marketing manager, with 
the director of communications, 

is responsible for all aspects of 
marketing, advertising, and public 
relations for the Federation and its 
agencies.  

Rich holds a music degree from Ohio 
State University and went through 
the Arts Administration graduate  
program at the University of Akron. 

“I started my career in nonprofit 
management at Brecksville Center 
for the Arts, then as external 
relations manager for the Mahoning 
Valley Historical Society,” she said. 
“I am drawn to organizations that 
promote education through arts and 
culture in the community.”

Rich keeps busy playing oboe  
and English horn and performs 
regularly with the Alliance 
Symphony, the Greenville Symphony 
Orchestra, and the Canfield 
Community Band.

Rich has been married to her high 
school sweetheart Bill for 20 years.  
They have two children: Wesley, 14 
and Lily, 10. Both kids are involved 
in Scouts and band, and Lily plays 
softball. Bill is a licensed home 
inspector. They live in Canfield.

Nicholas Bush was recently hired 
to fill the newly created position 
of development and community 
relations manager for the Youngstown 
Area Jewish Federation.

Bush will assist the fundraising 
resource development director and 
the director of the Jewish Community 
Relations Council with various 
fundraising, community relations, 
and engagement initiatives and 
projects.

His original plan was law school, 
but he discovered he enjoyed public 
administration.

“I’ve always wanted to help 
people,” he said.

That led him to pursue a Master of 

Federation Development and Community Relations Manager Hired
Public Administration from Bowling 
Green State University. His focus was 
public policy and nonprofits. He holds 
a Bachelor of Arts in political science 
from Youngstown State University. 
He minored in psychology.

Though originally from Niles, 
Bush looked for a job in the Toledo 
area, where his fiance worked, after 
graduating. With little success, Bush 
saw the development and community 
relations manager opportunity and 
applied.

He will draw on his past 
experiences writing affordable 
housing policy for a nonprofit, 
working with a police department to 
attract a more diverse population to 

their ranks, and writing a public art 
plan for a city.

“I really loved doing that 
consulting work and helping those 
organizations,” he said. “I want 
to help do that here for my own 
community.”

Bush’s parents still reside in 
Niles. He has three sisters, two of 
whom were adopted from Korea. His 
family is Italian so, missing authentic  
Italian food when he moved to  
Toledo, he learned how to cook. He 
also does a lot of Korean cooking. 
His fiancé Jessica Piertasz will  
relocate to the Youngstown area later 
this year.
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Federation
Programs Supported by Thomases Family Endowment Featured at 
AIPAC Policy Conference

JCRC Director Bonnie Deutsch Burdman joined 18,000 pro-Israel advocates 
last month in Washington, D.C. at the annual AIPAC Policy Conference. At this 
conference, various Israeli non-profits and NGOs are prominently featured among 
the best social service organizations in Israel. The Thomases Family Endowment 

(Above Left) Burdman is pictured with 
Rabbi David Litwack, executive director 
of Save a Child’s Heart.
(Above Middle) The Honorable Israel 
Nitzan, deputy consul general of the 
Consulate General of Israel New York, and 
Burdman at the AIPAC Policy Conference.
(Above Right) Pictured are (left) 
Cari Margulis Immerman, regional 
development director of Friends of 
United Hatzalah of Israel, and Burdman.
(Bottom Right) Burdman at the Akko 
Center for Arts & Technology booth. 

Check Your Email Every Tuesday – the Youngstown Area Jewish 
Federation is Coming to You
Weekly Email Will Provide Important Updates and Virtual Program Opportunities

The Federation and its agencies are working to support members, residents, 
tenants, students, and clients even in this most trying of times. During the 
temporary closing of our buildings, the Federation will bring you a variety of 
Virtual Programs, including Federation events, fitness classes, dance classes, 
early learning information, and more.  

Emails will be sent every Tuesday during the COVID-19 stay at home order. 
To sign up for emails, click “join our mailing list” on the Federation website – 
jewishyoungstown.org. A separate email with Jewish Community Center of 
Youngstown Virtual Programs will be sent on Fridays. To sign up for that email, 
visit jccyoungstown.org.

of the Youngstown Area Jewish Federation supports many of the organizations 
that were highlighted at this year's AIPAC Conference. Since 2013, the endowment 
has granted more than $207,000 to United Hatzalah, Save A Child's Heart, and the 
Akko Center for Arts & Technology.
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History Comes Alive at Levy 
Gardens Assisted Living

Mike Wilson visited Levy Gardens Assisted Living Facility in February to share 
information about the life of President William McKinley. He also presented one 
of the president’s speeches as the president.

Human Services

Greetings from

Children of Israel CongregationChildren of Israel Congregation
Congregation B’nai Yisroel

The Board of DirectorsThe Board of Directors
Alvin Weisberg, President

May you have a May you have a 
happy and healthy happy and healthy 

Passover Passover 

Fast recovery... @
ANY emergency. ---. 

111111•11111 lcalloncal
,1,lill fl,e & Waler
, a .11• Re pea I,

A Div. of Ben Rudick & Son, Inc. 
locally Owned Since 1913 

1-
NationalFireRepair.com
888-495-3473

BBB 

Insurance Restoration Specialist & General Contractor 
Commercial, Residential & Industrial

Akiva Students and Heritage Manor 
Residents Read Megillah Together

Akiva students in 
fifth and sixth grades 
visited Heritage 
Manor Rehabilitation 
& Retirement 
Community for 
Purim. They read 
the Megillah and 
students wore 
costumes to share 
the spirit of Purim. 
Pictured is teacher 
Kobe Sigler.
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Human Services

By Jillian Maynard 
Jewish Family Services Intern

Participants in the current Life 
Stories Project include a 108-year-
old Holocaust Survivor, a skilled 
pianist, a doctor, and many more 
incredible members of the Jewish 
community who have led fascinating 
lives.

After asking one participant 
what her thoughts have been on the  
project so far, she said, “It’s been 
great. I feel like I can talk forever, and 
it’s been so nice to have a place to tell 
my story.”

Some participants are sharing 
stories that they have never spoken 
about in their 80-plus years until now. 
For example, a woman shared stories 

Life Stories Participants Have Many Stories to Share

Best Wishes for a 
Happy and Healthy 

Passover

BLUE RIBBON
Professional Dry Cleaners & Shirt Laundry

4431 Loganway Plaza
330 759-1083

8212 East Market, Howland Plaza
330 856-4341

2010 North Road Warren
330 652-WASH

3433 Belmont Avenue
330 759-9618

Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy Passover

about her travels around Europe 
in college and all the incredible 
concerts she attended as a part of her 
university’s music program.

 “We traveled through Italy, we 
attended concerts in Paris, Belgium, 
and many other incredibly lovely 
cities. The music was simply amazing. 
Although it’s been over 50 years, I 
can still remember how beautiful all 
the sights and the sounds were on 
that trip.”

Others recall memories of a 
bustling Youngstown and what it was 
like to grow up in this town in the 
40s and 50s. No matter where they 
are from or where they have been, 
every participant has a plethora 
of incredible life experiences and 

memories with value beyond 
measurement. The Life Stories 
Project should urge you to 
take the time to talk with the  
aging community around you.  

They have lessons, wisdom, and 
advice to share and harbor some 
stories that rival even those of  
the movies.

Happy Passover
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JCC
GrandFriends Program Provides 
Pen Pals for Older Adults

The ongoing COVID-19 crisis is 
causing many seniors to feel isolated 
and lonely. To help combat that, Jewish 
Community Center of Youngstown 
and Jewish Family Services are 
coordinating a GrandFriends Pen Pal 
Program.

 Families with young children from 
the community will write letters and 
color pictures for seniors at Heritage 
Manor Rehabilitation & Retirement 
Community and Levy Gardens 
Assisted Living Facility, and older 
adults in the community. The older 
adults can write to the children or call 

them back.
“This program is a great way to 

engage in l'dor v'dor, from generation 
to generation,” said Shay Kahani-Erez, 
outreach coordinator. “Young families 
will connect with our community’s 
wonderful older adults and bring 
joy and happiness to someone while 
keeping them safe in their house.”

 Families with children and older 
adults who would like to participate 
should contact Hunter Thomas at  
hthomas@jewishyoungstown.org  
or Jewish Family Services at 
330.746.7929.

 Hayden Forestal works on a letter and a picture to send to an older adult as 
part of the GrandFriend’s Pen Pal Program. 

JCC SwimSafe 500 Program 
Receives New Grant

Jewish Community Center of 
Youngstown received a new grant from 
the USA Swimming Foundation for its 
existing SwimSafe 500 program.

JCC of 
Youngstown 
is the only JCC 
in the country 
and one of 
only three 
organizations 
in Ohio to 
receive grant 
funding from 
the USA 
Swimming 
Foundation.

The Swim Safe 500 program provides 
free swim safety lessons to children 

who receive free or reduced school 
meals. Scholarships are also provided 
by the United Way of Youngstown and 
the Mahoning Valley, the Thomases 

Family Endowment of 
the Youngstown Area 
Jewish Federation, 
the Redwoods Group, 
the USA Swimming 
Foundation, and Step 
into Swim. 

Applications for 
SwimSafe 500 are 
always accepted 
and applicants will 
be contacted by the 
aquatics coordinator 

to schedule lessons. To apply, visit 
jccyoungstown.org.
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SwimSafe 500 
This program provides free swim safety lessons.  
Scholarships are provided by The United Way of 
Youngstown and the Mahoning Valley, and The 
Thomases Family Endowment of the Youngstown Area 
Jewish Federation.  
To apply for the SwimSafe 500 program visit  
jccyoungstown.org/swimsafe500.

P.A.L.S.+ Private Swimming Lessons 
JCC offers free one on one swim lessons for persons 
who are on the autism spectrum or who have 
developmental disabilities. This program is funded by 
the Thomases Family Endowment of the Youngstown 
Area Jewish Federation and Autism Speaks.  
To apply for the P.A.L.S.+ program visit 
jccyoungstown.org/pals.

WELLNESS

Monthly Health Club Services 
Full Size Locker | $10/month 
Towel Service | $10/month 
Locker & Towel Service | $15/month 
30 Minute Massage | $15/month

Reach Your Goals with InBody 
The InBody 570 is one of the most advanced body 
composition analyzers on the market. In less than a 
minute, you will see a total analysis of your body fat, 
muscle distribution, and body weight balance. The 
first scan is free for members and those in personal 
training programs. 
Monthly Unlimited Scans: $10/month (Includes 
15 minutes with a personal trainer.) 
$15 per test/Member | $25 per test/Non Member

For more information on Wellness Programs contact 
Jaron Howell, Wellness Coordinator, at 330.746.3250 
ext. 153 or jhowell@jewishyoungstown.org.

AQUATICS
For more information on Aquatics Programs contact 
Tara Bishop, Aquatic Coordinator, at 330.746.3250 
ext. 112 or tbishop@jewishyoungstown.org.

Private Swim Lessons 
Swimmers of any age or level can benefit 
from private swim lessons. Learn to swim or 
improve your skills with one of our trained swim 
instructors. Private lessons are also great for 
triathletes! 

Member Non Member

5 Sessions $96 $128

10 Sessions $183 $244

20 Sessions $348 $464

Personal Training 
Check out our new personal training options! 
One-on-One Personal Training 
We will design a personalized exercise program to 
help you reach your goals.  
Jumpstart Your Weight Loss 
Work with a personal health coach for a workout 
and eating plan to get you closer to your goal. 
Next Steps 
JCC Next Steps is a post-rehabilitation exercise 
program that will help you transition from physical 
therapy to long-term fitness and wellness.  
Healthy Living Foundations for Older Adults 
The Healthy Living Foundations package is designed 
to promote healthy living awareness and to improve 
stability, increase stamina, and gain self confidence.  
Youth Personal Training 
A private workout session with a certified 
professional trainer. Sports specific training is also 
available.  
To begin your personal training journey contact 
the Membership Office at 330.746.3250 ext. 195  
or register online at jccyoungstown.org.

PERFORMING ARTS
For more information on the schools of music or 
dance contact Program Coordinator Erianne  
Raib-Ptichkin at 330.746.3250 ext. 106 or 
eptichkin@jewishyoungstown.org

Private Dance Lessons 

Lessons can be scheduled with any JCC School of Dance 
educator in half hour increments. Genres vary according 
to instructor availability. 
Cost: $15/Member | $20/Non Member

School of Music Classes 
Price per month includes four weekly 30 minute lessons. 
Tuition is due by the first lesson of each month. Register 
online at jccyoungstown.org or contact the Membership 
Office at 330.746.3250 ext. 195.

Piano 
Learn to play the piano with Anita Powell. Anita 
was classically trained at the Dana School of Music 
and Chautauqua Institution and has over 30 years 
of experience. 
Monthly Cost: $88/Member | $112/Non Member

Percussion 
Join seasoned percussionist Evan McCreary to 
learn the foundations of rhythm and study basic 
beats and fills on our drum kit. Bring your own 
drumsticks, or borrow a pair of ours. 
Monthly Cost: $60/Member | $80/Non Member

Violin 
Join Master Suzuki violin teacher Gina Bagnoli as 
she provides private and group violin instruction in 
the Suzuki Method. Students must bring their own 
instruments. All lessons are 30 minutes each. 
Private Lessons: $17/Member | $22/Non Member 
Group Lessons: $7/Member | $8/Non Member

Guitar 
Learn to play the guitar with instructor Gina Love, 
who has been playing privately for several years 
and studied at YSU. Bring your own guitar, or 
borrow one of ours. 
Monthly Cost: $60/Member | $80/Non Member

Voice 
Improve breathing, posture, tone quality, and more 
while studying with our experienced vocal instructor. 
Monthly Cost: $60/Member | $80/Non Member

JCC
Editor's Note: The JCC building is temporarily closed. However, take note of these ongoing offerings for the future. Learn about JCC Virtual 
Programs at jccyoungstown.org/virtualengagement. 
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Ages 6 weeks – pre-kindergarten

Enrichment Programming with 
Community Partners
Students will engage in a wide variety of 
enrichment offerings in art, music, and science 
programs brought to us by SMARTS, YSU Dana 
School of Music, and OH WOW! Science Center.

Free Family Membership to the JCC!
Full-time students are eligible for a free family 
membership to Jewish Community Center!  
Some exclusions apply. 

Infant & Toddler Private Swim 
Lessons
The ELC offers one-on-one swim lessons for 
children ages 6 months and up. These lessons 
will encourage younger children to become 
comfortable in the water while  teaching older 
children swimming techniques.

EARLY LEARNING CENTER

For more information on the Early Learning Center 
contact Ben Katz, Early Learning Director, at 
330.746.3250 ext. 119 or bkatz@jewishyoungstown.org.

YOUTH & FAMILY
For more information on Youth & Family Programs contact 
Hunter Thomas, Program Coordinator, at 330.746.3250 ext. 
123 or  hthomas@jewishyoungstown.org.

Camp JCC 2020 
Camp JCC provides a safe, fun environment for 
campers to build lifelong friendships through 
unforgettable adventures and quality care. Our 
day camp is designed to accommodate campers of 
various ages and interests, regardless of ethnic and 
religious background.
Camp families are able to design their summer 
experience through our flexible scheduling with 
options to register for our traditional day camp and 
specialty camps. 
Our Camp JCC team is committed to giving your child 
an unforgettable summer and we look forward to 
making your family part of the Camp JCC family! 
We are offering several amazing specialty camps this 
summer, including Horseback Riding, YSU Playmakers 
Beginners Theatre, Snapology’s Creature Creator 
Robotics, Crayola® Imagine Arts Academy™ Artists 
Passport, 3D Printing, YSU Playmakers Advanced 
Musical Theatre, and the  new eSports Competitive 
Video Gaming camp.

For more information or to register your camper visit 
jccyoungstown.org/camp or email  
camp@jewishyoungstown.org

RENTALS

Specialty Parties
All parties include time in our party room.  
Custom invitations are available!

Pool Party  
Enjoy swim time in our full-size indoor heated 
pool.

All Star Celebration   
Play basketball, volleyball, kickball, soccer, or 
wiffleball in our gymnasium.

Glow & Dance Hip-Hop Party  
Enjoy your next celebration with glow 
accessories and a mini hip-hop lesson.

Ninja Games Celebration  
Tackle our ninja obstacle course and participate 
in coordination activities.

Noah’s Park Party  
Play the day away at Noah’s Park or our new 
Infant and Toddler Playground.

For more information or to book a rental contact Kelli McCormick at 330.746.3250 ext. 284 or 
kmccormick@jewishyoungstown.org

Prince & Princess Royal Bash 
Don your crowns and tiaras and take a mini 
ballet lesson.

Superhero Celebration 
Dress up and participate in superhero activities 
in our secret lair.

Under the Sea Splish Splash Mermaid Bash  
Experience swimming and storytelling in our 
pool with the JCC mermaid. 
 
Campus Rentals 
Multi-Purpose Room  
Equipped with an overhead motorized 
projection theater screen, state-of-the-art 
audio visual system, movable module stage, 
and commercial kitchen. Catering packages are 
available for up to 250 guests. 

Meeting Rooms  
Our small conference room seats up to eight 

JCC

guests, while our boardroom seats 35 and is 
equipped with a built-in projector and screen. 

Gymnasium  
Our full-size gymnasium is equipped with six 
regulation height basketball hoops, bleacher 
seating, and a dividing curtain. 

Lower Level Multi-Purpose Room  
This multi-purpose room is located on the 
ground floor and can accommodate up to 36 
people. In-house catering is available. 

Adult Lounge  
Accommodates 50 guests. An in-house kosher 
caterer is available.

Outdoor Pavilion 
Our outdoor pavilion is centrally located 
between Noah’s Park and the new outdoor 
Pickleball complex. The pavilion has picnic table 
seating for 200+, along with bathrooms and a 
kitchenette.

Editor's Note: The JCC building is temporarily closed. However, take note of these ongoing offerings for the future. Learn about JCC Virtual 
Programs at jccyoungstown.org/virtualengagement. 
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Best Wishes for a

YSO Season and Single Tickets 
available at 

330.744.0264

Happy &
Healthy
Passover
The Youngstown Symphony Society

Randall Craig Fleischer, Music Director

Your friends at the
Youngstown Symphony Orchestra
Randall Craig Fleischer, Music Director

JCC
Jewish Veganism and 
Vegetarianism Program to Be 
Offered Through Virtual Event

Jewish Community Center of 
Youngstown and Youngstown State 
University’s Center for Judaic and 
Holocaust Education will host “Jewish 
Veganism and Vegetarianism: Passover 
Edition” from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, April 2. The program will be 
presented through a Zoom event. 

 Dr. Jacob Ari Labendz will discuss 
the origins of Jewish veganism and 
vegetarianism and the movement’s 
recent blossoming. Part of his talk 
will address how Jewish vegans have 

grappled with the prominence of 
animal products in Jewish ritual and 
cuisine, with a particular focus on the 
Passover Seder.

 To participate in the Zoom 
program, visit jccyoungstown.org/
virtualengagement and follow the 
directions. 

 Dr. Labendz and Rabbi Dr. Shmuly 
Yanklowitz co-edited “Jewish Veganism 
and Vegetarianism: Studies and New 
Directions,” published by SUNY Press 
in 2019.



18 The Jewish Journal Monthly Magazine April 2020

Education
MSJS Students Learn About Sikh and Baha’i Faith

In February, Rabbi Joseph Schonberger invited speakers to share information about two religions with MSJS students in grades four through 10. Above left Daljeet Dhillon and Dr. Kartar 
Khanuja spoke about Sikhism.  Above right Cynthia Rickard spoke about the Baha’i faith.

MSJS Students Visit Villa Maria Center

On March 1, MSJS students in 9th and 10th grades, their families, and Rabbi Schonberger visited Villa Maria Center. The students toured the Education Center and 
learned about the Christian religion. This was the last trip in a series of trips to learn about world religions. Rabbi Schonberger, who teaches this class, coordinated 
the tours and visits.
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Condolences

On March 12, 2020, the Mahoning 
Valley, Ohev Tzedek Temple, and the 
greater Jewish Community lost one 
of its most treasured members with 
the untimely passing of Neil Yutkin, 
68.

Neil was born Nov. 8, 1951, raised 
in Youngstown, and graduated from 
Ohio University. His professional 
career spanned 30 years with the 
Ohio Department of Jobs and Family 
Services, Unemployment Services. 
His devotion to the working men and 
women of Ohio was second only to 
his deep commitment to the Jewish 
community.

Neil served the Jewish Federation 
of Youngstown on levels almost 
too numerous to mention, but his 
greatest service was to Ohev Tzedek, 
where he was a fixture at all of its 
services and saw to it that every 
need was met and problem solved. 
In addition to being president and 
program director of Ohev Tzedek, 
Neil served on many local boards and 
commissions proudly representing 
his temple.

His accomplishments and 
achievements are numerous,  
but it’s his quality of character 
that stands out the most. Neil was 
a mensch in the true sense of the 
word. It is fitting that Neil was so 
dedicated to a synagogue named 
“Love of Righteousness.” He was 
a role model of righteousness. He 
inspired us all.

Neil was the son of Morris “Moe,” 
a longtime entrepreneur, and Edith 
Yutkin, a teacher in Liberty. He is 
survived by his uncle Ronnie Cohen, 
and many cousins and extended 
family members.

Services and burial were at  
Ohev Tzedek Cemetery on 
Tippecanoe Road.

Donations in Neil’s memory can 
be made to Ohev Tzedek.

Arrangements were handled by  
Shriver-Allison-Courtley-Weller-
King Funeral Home.

Neil Yutkin
Benita Mae 

Penner, 79, 
passed Sunday, 
March 1, 2020.

Benita was 
born Aug. 
10, 1940, in 
Pittsburgh, Pa., 
to Florence and 
Harry Browarsky.

She moved to Youngstown in 1950 
and graduated from the Knox School in 
St. James, N.Y. in 1959.

She attended Youngstown State 
University for a short time until she met 
and married David Penner. They married 
June 9, 1963, and were together until his 
death last September.

Her hobbies included reading and 
knitting. Her big joy in her life was 
coming down to Columbus where she 

Benita Mae Penner
watched her grandson play baseball.

She was a long-time member of Rodef 
Sholom and sisterhood.

Benita is survived by her daughter 
Harriet; son-in-law, Erik; and beloved 
grandson, Holden.

She was preceded in death by her 
sister, Rachel Golden; her mother, 
Florence; father, Harry; and stepfather, 
Maurice Lipscher.

The funeral was at Shriver-Allison-
Courtly-Weller-King Funeral Home, 292 
Madison Ave., Youngstown. Interment 
was at Rodef Sholom Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to Rodef Sholom Temple in the 
family’s name.

Friends and family may view this 
obituary and give their condolences 
at www.shriverallisoncourtleyfune 
ralhome.com.

Fayette Barr
Fayette Barr passed away at her home 

in Philadelphia, Pa. in March.
Fayette was a member of Temple Beth 

Israel and Congregation Rodef Sholom 
since 1943.

Renee 
Jacobson

Renee (Myers) Jacobson passed away 
in March. Renee was a member of the 
Temple El Emeth family. The funeral was 
March 19, 2020. The family will plan a 
gathering to honor Renee in the future.

Best 
Wishes for 
a Happy 
Passover

FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND ADVISORS 
292 Madison Avenue 

Youngstown, OH 44504 
330. 744.4336

SPECIALIZING IN 

Institutional Services

Consulting

Precription Compounding

Lori & Alan 
Mirkin

Ronna & Rick 
Marlin

520 Gypsy Lane
Youngstown, OH 44504-2208

330.744.0707
Fax: 330.744.1244

Happy
Passover
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Recipes
What to Do With Leftover Haroset? Try This Chicken With 
Thyme Recipe
By Emanuelle Lee

(The Nosher via JTA) – Haroset is one 
of the most important food components of 
the Passover seder. Its intense sweetness 
symbolizes the optimism in contrast to the 
bitter maror and salty water, which remind 
us of our ancestors’ suffering.

Every family has its own special 
haroset recipe, and each year my mother 
makes ours, which is passed down from my 
grandmother. Our family recipe includes 
dates, sweet kiddush wine and lots of 
cinnamon. It’s delicious and I always spend 
the majority of my seder making matzah 
and haroset sandwiches.

Still, there is always a big tub left over, 
and no one ever really thinks to use it once 
the seders have passed.

This year, I’ll be using our leftover 
haroset to make this chicken recipe. The 
beauty of this dish is that it works no matter 
what type of haroset your family makes. 
The sweetness from the haroset creates an 
addictive caramelized effect on the chicken.

Ingredients:
8 chicken drumsticks
1 head garlic, cut in half widthwise
2 large red onions, finely sliced
1 lemon, sliced into rounds
1 lemon, juiced

1/2 cup leftover haroset
6 sprigs fresh thyme
3/4 cups water
Olive oil
Directions:
1. Preheat the oven to 400° F.
2. Place the garlic and sliced onions in a 

medium-sized roasting dish. Dot the lemon 
rounds around the dish and sprinkle with 
the thyme. Drizzle with a tablespoon of 
olive oil.

3. In a separate mixing bowl, toss the 
chicken pieces with the haroset and add the 
lemon juice, a pinch of salt and pepper, and 
2 tablespoons olive oil. Mix well, allowing 

the mixture to get under the chicken skin.
4. Place the chicken pieces in the 

roasting dish, along with the garlic, onions, 
lemon and thyme. Pour water in the 
bottom of the roasting dish and roast for 
30 minutes. Turn the chicken pieces over 
and continue cooking another 15 minutes. 
The chicken should be caramelized and 
crisp, and the onions should be softened. 
Serves 4.

(Emanuelle Lee is a creative  
recipe developer, food writer, food stylist 
and professional feeder. You can follow 
her delicious creations on instagram @
ManusKitchen.)
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Best Wishes for a 
Happy and Healthy 

Passover
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Plenty of Kosher for Passover 
Food Available, Orthodox Union 
Certification Agency Says
By Marcy Oster

(JTA) — The supply chain for kosher 
for Passover food has not been disrupted 
by the coronavirus crisis, the Orthodox 
Union kosher certification agency said.

“Despite the long lines and panic 
shopping taking place at grocery stores 
around the country, there is an abundance 
of kosher food available for the upcoming 
holiday,” both in the United States and 
overseas, the O.U. said in a statement 
issued Monday.

“Kosher for Passover food products 

were produced at the end of the 2019 
calendar year and shipped shortly 
thereafter,” said Rabbi Menachem Genack, 
CEO of the agency’s Kosher Division. “As 
a result, there will not be any problem 
accessing kosher for Passover products.”

“Additionally, food manufacturers are 
continuing to produce food during this 
time and we have been assured by our 
clients – including Manischewitz, Empire, 
Kedem and others – that there is plenty 
available and that there is no issue with 
food production for Passover.”

Passover in a Pandemic: Families on Zoom, Solo Seders, and 
Broken Traditions
By Ben Sales

(JTA) — Rena Munster was looking 
forward to hosting a Passover seder for 
the first time.

In past years, her parents or another 
relative hosted the meal. But this year 
she had invited her parents, siblings, 
and other extended family to her 
Washington, D.C., home. Her husband, 
an amateur ceramics artist, was making 
a set of dishes for the holiday.

And she was most excited for her 
family’s traditional day of cooking before 
the seder: making short-rib tzimmes, 
desserts that would pass muster year-
round, and a series of harosets made 
by her uncle and tailored to each family 
member’s dietary restrictions (one with 
no cinnamon, another with no sugar, 
another without walnuts and so on).

Then came the new coronavirus. 
Now the family is preparing to scrap 
travel plans and hold the seder via video 
chat, like so much else in this new era. 
Munster expects to enjoy her family’s 
usual spirited discussions and singing. 
But she will miss the meal.

“The hardest thing to translate into an 
online platform is going to be the food,” 
she said. “The family recipes and all the 

things that we’re used to probably won’t 
be possible…We always get together to 
help with the preparations, and that’s 
just as much a part of the holiday as the 
holiday itself.”

In a Jewish calendar packed with 
ritual observances and religious feasts, 
the Passover seder is the quintessential 
shared holiday experience. It is perhaps 
the most widely observed Jewish holiday 
ritual in the United States, according to 
the Pew Research Center’s 2013 study 
of American Jewry. And the story of the 
journey from slavery to freedom, along 
with the songs, customs and food, have 
become a core part of Jewish tradition.

But all of that has been upended by 
COVID-19 and the restrictions necessary 
to contain its spread. Israel has limited 
gatherings to 10 people — smaller than 
many extended families — and President 
Donald Trump asked Americans to do 
the same. Countries are shutting their 
borders, making Passover travel near 
impossible. Hotels and summer camps 
that have held Passover programs, as 
well as synagogues that hold communal 
seders, are canceling. And families are 
scrapping traditions as Passover, like so 
much else in Jewish life, is remade for 

the current moment.
“Something like a Pesach seder 

has a lot of people in a pretty close 
space,” said Mari Sartin-Tarm, who 
is immunocompromised due to 
medications she is taking following 
a January kidney transplant. “I’m 
concerned that if things are the way they 
are right now, if people are still kind of 
self-quarantined or schools are closed or 
businesses are closed, I don’t know that I 
could justify taking the risk of being at a 
Pesach seder. It’s really hard to say that 
as a Jew.”

Kosher food professionals say 
shelves of kosher grocery stores will 
probably still be stocked with matzah 
and other Passover staples. Rabbi 
Menachem Genack, CEO of the Orthodox 
Union’s Kosher Division, said that 
due to social distancing, some kosher 
supervisors have been supervising food 

production plants via a livestreamed 
walk-through. But he said the food is 
still being produced.

“Most of the kosher-for-Pesach 
production began a long time ago,” 
he said. “There’s not going to be any 
problem at all in terms of availability of 
products for Pesach.”

On the other end of the supply 
chain, Alfredo Guzman, a manager at 
Kosher Marketplace in Manhattan, said 
two deliveries of Passover food that 
were expected had canceled, though 
the suppliers hoped to arrive later 
in the week. Guzman was worried as 
well that because of social distancing 
measures, he would only be allowed to 
let in a limited number of customers at 
a time during one of the busiest times 
of the year.

Passover continued on page 30
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In New Passover Children's Books, 
Meet a Googly Eyed Gator, and 
Spend a Seder in Outer Space 
By Penny Schwartz

BOSTON (JTA) -- Miriam the 
Prophetess, Elijah the Prophet and the 
Four Questions take center stage among 
this spring's crop of new Passover books 
for kids penned by some of today's best 
writers.

The sparkling assortment includes 
stories by Jane Yolen, known as 
America's Hans Christian Anderson; 
Leslea Newman, who garnered a Sydney 
Taylor Jewish Book Award for children's 
literature for her lifetime body of work; 
and Naomi Ben-Gur, one of Israel's 
most acclaimed and popular writers for 
children.

Other new reads take children to 
Passover celebrations with googly eyed 
alligators in the swamps of Florida, 
a zero-gravity seder with a space-
traveling family, and back in time to an 
Old World village where scurrying mice 
with crusts of bread may upend the start 
of the eight-day holiday. 

Passover, also known as the Festival 
of Freedom, begins this year on the 
evening of April 8.

Toddler board books, ages 1-4
The youngest ones are in for a lively 

time with these colorful books that 
introduce the foods and traditions of 
Passover. 

"I Love Matzah"
Freidele Galya Soban Biniashvili, 

illustrated by Angelika Scudamore
Kar-Ben
A young boy proudly shares all the 

delicious ways he likes to eat matzah. 
Rhyming words and bright, cartoon-like 
illustrations will keep kids hungry for 
the matzah treats.

"Alligator Seder"
Jessica Hickman, illustrated by 

Elissambura
Kar-Ben

Join the fun with a family of friendly 
Florida gators who are preparing for 
Passover in the Sunshine State. In 
rhyming verse they hunt for chametz, 
recite the Four Questions and crunch 
their matzah.

Preschool to older readers, ages 3-9
"The Passover Mouse"
Joy Nelkin Wieder; illustrated by 

Shahar Kober
Random House (ages 3-7)
This delightful tale inspired by a 

Talmudic passage features a white 
mouse carrying a piece of bread in its 
mouth scurrying from the home of a 
widow who has cleaned her home to 
make it chametz-free before the holiday. 
When the mouse races to the cobbler's 
home, and we meet another mouse 
and a cat both with bread, the zaniness 
ensues.  

Now the quarreling villagers race to 
the rabbi's home and ask: Do we have 
to clean our homes again? A young boy 
finds the perfect solution.

Kids will be tickled by Nelkin 
Wieder's delightful picture book. Kober, 
an award-winning Israeli illustrator, 
captures the frenzy of scurrying mice, 
bewildered villagers and the joy of 
community celebrations.

"Asteroid 
Goldberg: 
Passover in 
Outer Space"

Brianna 
Caplan Sayres; 
illustrated by 
Merrill Rainey

Intergalactic 
Afikomen (ages 
4-8)

When a 
space-traveling 
family's rocket 
ship is delayed 
for landing 
right before the 
holiday, it's no 
obstacle for the 
young daughter 
Asteroid, 
who fills the 
spaceship's 
pantry with 
Passover food 
from the far 
reaches of the 
Milky Way: 
matzah balls 
from Jupiter's 
moons and 
crunchy matzah 
from Saturn's 
rings.

Rainey's 
large, animated 
illustrations are 
a laugh-out-loud 
blast as Asteroid 
and her family 
fly around the 
zero gravity 

"Alligator Seder" Credit: (Kar-Ben)

Books 
continued on 

page 23
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welcome you to study, pray and share 
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seder table. Even the matzah balls float. 
Relatives pop in from Mars and Venus. A 
back page includes a glossary and a link 
for information on Jewish astronauts.

"Who Will Ask the Four 
Questions?"

Naomi Ben-Gur; illustrated by Carmel 
Ben-Ami. Translated from Hebrew by 
Gilah Kahn-Hoffmann

Green Bean Books (ages 4-7)
In this endearing story, a young boy 

named Eitan is eagerly awaiting his 
family's seder, when he will sing the 
Ma Nishtanah, the Four Questions, 
traditionally recited by the youngest 
in the family. But his little sister, Evie, 
insists it's her turn for the honor. Eitan 
rejects Grandma Naomi's suggestion 
that he help his sister learn the questions 
and tries to persuade Evie to change her 

mind. Will the quarreling siblings find a 
way to join their voices together?

Ben-Ami's double-page spreads 
burst with high energy and expressive 
illustrations.

"Welcoming Elijah: A 
Passover Tale With a Tail"

Lesléa Newman; illustrated by 
Susan Gal

Charlesbridge (ages 5-8)
A young boy inside his warm and 

light-filled home celebrates the seder 
with his family and guests while outside, 
a small white kitten sits alone in the 
windy darkness of night. With each turn 
of this poetically written and beautifully 
illustrated book, the simple verse 
compares the joyful seder rituals and 
festivities inside with the lonely kitten 
outside. When it's time to open the door 
to welcome Elijah, the boy's favorite 
holiday ritual, he discovers the kitten 

meowing at his doorstep.
Gal's large, gloriously colored 

illustrations reflect the story's contrasts 
between inside and outside. Newman in 
the author’s note explains the custom 
of filling a cup of wine for Elijah and the 
holiday's theme of welcoming guests.

"Miriam at the River"
Jane Yolen; illustrations by Khoa Le
Kar-Ben (ages 5-9)
Yolen, a master storyteller, will 

enchant a new generation of young 
readers with this imaginative, lyrical 

retelling of the biblical story of Miriam, 
the older sister of Moses. Set in ancient 
times along the banks of the Nile River, 
a 7-year-old Miriam finds the courage 
to save the life of her baby brother. The 
story sets the stage for the future of the 
Exodus story.

Le illustrates with swirls of color and 
ripples of water as the basket with baby 
Moses drifts past a lush landscape of 
storks and a hippopotamus. An author’s 
note gives the biblical background and 
explains the recurring ties between 
Miriam and water in the Exodus story.

"Welcoming Elijah: A Passover Tale With a Tail" Credit: (Charlesbridge)

Passover
Books from page 22
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3 Happy Jewish Coronavirus Stories

Happy Stories continued on page 26

By Ben Harris
(JTA) — After weeks in which the 

headlines seemed to grow more grim 
by the day, it’s worth remembering 
that even as cities go dark across the 
globe, the world continues to turn. 
Babies are born, people are getting 

married, and thankfully the sun still 
rises every morning. 

Here are three Jewish stories of 
hope and joy. 

Alana and Yisroel got 
married

They’re not the only Jewish 
couple to get married in the midst of 
a pandemic, but few are as surreal as 
Alana Cooper and Yisroel Ygbi, who 
were married March 19 in Brooklyn 
outside the headquarters of the 
Chabad Hasidic movement at 770 
Eastern Parkway. 

Presided over by Rabbi Ari 
Kirschenbaum, the director of the 
Chabad center in the Prospect 
Heights neighborhood, the wedding 
was as makeshift as they come, with 
passersby recruited to participate in 
key parts of the service.

“Nothing was ordinary but 
everything was extraordinary,” 
Kirschenbaum wrote in an email. 

Cooper and Ygbi weren’t even the 
only Jewish couple to get married 
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Happy Stories from page 25

in the neighborhood this week. One 
couple that couldn’t have guests at 
their wedding drove through the 
streets in a convertible while people 
cheered for them.

Jacob Frey and his wife are 
expecting

Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey 
— known in some quarters as the 
nation’s foremost Jewish political 

sex symbol (watch out Bernie 
Sanders) — announced that he and 
his wife Sarah Clarke are expecting a 
baby in September. 

“Hey everyone,” Frey said in a 
short video posted on Twitter. “I 
figured that you’ve gotten enough 
talk on coronavirus lately.”

It doesn’t even matter that Frey 
appeared not to know what to call 
an ultrasound. Presumably, he’s got 
other issues on his plate. Like many 
major cities, Minneapolis remains 
under a state of emergency. 

“We are super excited,” Frey said 
in the video. And so are we. Mazel 
tov, Jacob and Sarah. 

Westchester attorney 
emerges from coma

Lawrence Garbuz, the attorney 
at the center of the coronavirus 
outbreak in New Rochelle, New York, 
emerged from a coma March 18.

Garbuz was patient zero for 
the coronavirus in New York, the 
common denominator among 
37 early confirmed cases of the  

disease in the state. The 
Young Israel of New Rochelle  
synagogue, which Garbuz attended, 
was forced to close after his 
diagnosis. A one-mile containment 
zone was set up around the 
synagogue. 

As the crisis intensified, Garbuz 
was placed into a medically  
induced coma from which he 
emerged on March 18. He “is awake 
and alert and seems to be on the  
road to full recovery,” his wife, 
Adina, said in a post on Facebook. 
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Growing Up the Child of Holocaust Survivors Prepared Me for 
This Pandemic
By Sara Nuss-Galles

LAGUNA NIGUEL, Calif. (JTA) — I 
was born in Dzalalabad, Kyrgyzstan, 
to Polish Jews who had fled Warsaw 
following the Nazi onslaught in 1939. 
When they met up with the Russian 
forces and refused Russian citizenship, 
my parents, like thousands of others, 
were shipped off to Komi SSR, a Siberian 
work camp where they chopped down 
trees, froze, and starved along with the 
local population.

I know how blessed my life has been: 
I’m a writer, teacher, daughter, mother, 
wife, sister, mother-in-law, and now a 
joyful bubbe.

But today I realize how deeply I’ve 
absorbed the trauma of my Holocaust 
Survivor parents. As echoes of past 
hatred are reverberating from many 
sides, somehow blaming Jews for the 
coronavirus’ creation, I find myself also 
fighting those debilitating inherited 
memories and fears.

My parents and two brothers 
survived Siberia, and, in 1942, as 
Polish citizens, they were resettled in 
Kyrgyzstan, where my sister was later 
born. Hunger had no borders and they 
followed the Kyrgyz example, gathering 
weeds to cook a kind of “stone soup” to 
fill their stomachs.

I came into the world postwar. The 
story goes that the local midwives 
entered and the kids and men were 
shooed out of the mud-floored hut my 
parents shared with a Kyrgyz Muslim 
family. My siblings played outside 
as I lustily cried into life on March 
30, 1946. Truly heroic in body and 
determination, my mother and I were 

healthy enough for us all to board a 
train bound for Poland 10 days later.

Seeing no future in the nameless 
cemetery that had been their home 
for generations, my parents somehow 
smuggled us into the British-occupied 
zone in Germany. We lived for five 
years in Displaced Persons’ camps — 
including the SS barracks of the former 
Bergen-Belsen concentration camp — 
before sailing to glorious America in 
1951 on the SS General Muir.

Always high spirited, my parents 
called me an “alt gemeit,” an old soul. I 
teased my siblings, dramatized for my 
parents, and beguiled their friends. 
But behind that joie de vivre lurked 
what Jews are instructed to 
feel at the seder — that we 
ourselves came out of Egypt. 

While never personally 
hungry, terrified, or party to 
the horrors that could befall 
loved ones, I always felt that 
I, too, had come out of the 
Shoah. But this coronavirus 
pandemic is my first realistic 
encounter with the hyper-
wariness my parents 
harbored and I long struggled 
to squelch inside myself.

I have never been 
allowed to forget hunger or 
deprivation. My mother’s 
pantry overflowed with 
staples, the refrigerator 
was stuffed with produce, 
pots of soup and meat, the 
freezer was crammed. My 
home is not much different. 
I’m always prepared for any 
culinary eventuality — six 

people could show up for dinner or 
a catastrophe could hit. Unlike in my 
“American” friends’ homes, no usable 
item or edible morsel goes to waste.

Life at this moment has radically 
changed for much of the world, 
including my little corner of Southern 
California. Beginning with distant 
whispers in late 2019, the coronavirus 
transcended borders, races, genders, 
and the haves and have-nots. We 
are pummeled by broadcasts, 
tweets, posts, and hourly updates on 
symptoms, precautions, hoarding, 
social distancing, and shortages. I 
obsessively check my phone, reading 
every pronouncement as if my life 

depended on it. This time I feel it may.
Checking my inventory, I found a 

glut of last year’s post-Passover sale 
purchases of gefilte fish, matzah meal, 
farfel, and dry soup mixes. Aware 
that my husband would prefer not to 
live on this alone, I grabbed my bags 
and hit every store within five miles. 
I replenished my canned goods, rice, 
pasta, and that sudden rara avis, toilet 
paper. I forced myself to draw the line 
at hoarding. 

My 74th birthday is soon. It’s going 
to be an intimate, somewhat austere 
in-place celebration. But there will be 
good food, heat, electricity, security, 
and dark chocolate (my indulgence!) 
and a l’chaim or two.

We will, I hope and pray, look back 
on this time as a trial that humanity 
endured and largely overcame. There 
will be stories shared, some painful, of 
losses and suffering; some humorous, 
of closets overflowing with toilet 
paper and expired sanitizers; some 
tales of time frittered away and time 
spent creatively; reminiscences of 
kindness from friends, neighbors and 
strangers. We will remember reaching 
out, seeing need and helping and, also, 
being helped.

Each day I write, cook simple, 
creative meals, read prodigiously, 
walk, binge on shows I never knew 
existed, FaceTime, and talk on the 
phone with family and keep in virtual 
contact with friends I usually see in 
person. In this disconnected time, 
I have realized that for me and my 
inherited demons, being engaged 
and connected is, if not the cure, my 
comforting balm.Sara Nuss-Galles (Courtesy of Nuss-Galles)
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Eight major Jewish organizations 
led by the Jewish Federations of North 
America (JFNA) formed an emergency 
coalition March 26 to help the Jewish 
community collectively respond rapidly 
and effectively to the coronavirus 
pandemic and its impact on Jewish life.

Among the initial top priorities 
will be to clearly identify and broadly 
share the reality of short and long term 
interruption of service to the Jewish 
community, work together to obtain 
both public and private financial aid 
to ensure Jewish institutions can 
continue to provide critical services, 
coordinate to leverage each member 
organization’s resources, collaborate 
to support Jewish communal 
professionals who have been impacted 
by layoffs or reduction of work, and 
share other common challenges and 
best practices in responding to the 
crisis.

The coalition, which will seek to 
assess the pandemic’s impact on the 
millions of people served by more than 
1,000 member organizations, includes 
BBYO, Foundation for Jewish Camp, 
Hillel International, JCC Association 
of North America, Moishe House, the 
Network of Jewish Human Service 
Agencies, and Prizmah: Center for 
Jewish Day Schools. The group 
includes the major national network 

Major Jewish Organizations 
Form Emergency Pandemic 
Coalition

organizations that focus on human 
services and education.

“Working together and collectively 
we can achieve more than any one of 
us can do alone,” said Mark Wilf, chair 
of the Board of Trustees of JFNA. “We 
are all being challenged by this crisis 
to sustain Jewish communal life in 
North America and it is heartwarming 
to know we are empowering and 
supporting each other to sustain 
Jewish life and the work we all do to 
help others at this critical time.”

Meeting regularly in the coming 
weeks and months, the coalition 
will ensure ongoing communication 
and information-sharing; develop 
and implement shared strategies 
to maintain services to the Jewish 
community to the greatest extent 
possible; protect and support 
professionals in health and 
economic crisis; preserve communal 
infrastructure through combined 
advocacy efforts, shared planning 
and resources; and coordinated 
fundraising.

Recognizing that there are 
additional critical networks within the 
Jewish communal ecosystem, JFNA has 
been and will continue coordinating 
with other Jewish engagement 
organizations and the denominational 
congregational movements.
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trying to get a foothold back into the 
international building where various 
organizations set up cultural displays 
for countries they represented. While 
the story is too long to explain, we 
have been barred from participation 
as representatives of Israel for 
reasons that are close to the level of 
unfair treatment Israel faces at the 
United Nations. In short, we failed 
miserably.

But Neil saw things differently. He 
suggested that instead of pushing for 
an outcome we could never achieve, 
we should instead pursue something 
that was in our control. This is classic 
CRC 101 – if you don’t like what’s 
being said, change the conversation.

That’s exactly what we did. And 
now we have spent the last three years 
as sponsors of a Jewish community 
tent at the Fair that promotes Israel. 
Traffic in our booth grows each year 
and is a wonderful CRC tool to connect 

with the greater community at one of 
the region’s biggest annual events.  

I will miss Neil this year at the Fair 
—he opened the booth every day—as 
well as at future JCRC Mitzvah Day 
celebrations where he had been a key 
volunteer. I will also miss his phone 
calls and office pop-ins. Whether it 
was just to say hello or to pitch a new 
idea, he always focused on the needs 
of the most vulnerable among us or 
on the core mission of the JCRC. He 
truly cared about and nurtured our 
community.

So, as you read Neil’s final column, 
I encourage you to take a moment to 
fully contemplate his message. His 
words are a call to action for us all 
– to recognize that the Mahoning 
Valley has a bright future and that 
the Jewish community can and 
must get started to be part of this 
renaissance. I can think of no greater 
legacy for this great leader who has 
left us too soon.

May Neil’s memory forever be for a 
blessing.

Neil Yutkin from page 5
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“I really don’t know what we’re 
going to have, what is coming, what 
is not coming, regarding products for 
Passover,” he said. “A lot of people are 
going to get nervous. … It’s not good 
for business, this situation, and it’s not 
good, I believe, for the people.”

Even if the food does make it to the 
shelves and into people’s kitchens, the 
limitations on large gatherings could 
be a problem for people like Alexander 
Rapaport, who runs the Masbia network 
of soup kitchens in New York City. 
Masbia hosts two seders every year for 
the needy, usually drawing around 40 
people per night.

Rapaport stressed that because 
many observant Jews having little 
trouble finding an invitation to a family 
or communal seder, those who come to 
a Masbia seder truly have nowhere else 
to go.

“We are hoping for the best and we will 
definitely follow the health department 
guidelines on how to operate a seder — 
spread out the seating, limit capacity,” 
he said. “It depends how severe it will be 
three weeks from now. I hope we don’t 
have to cancel.”

As Passover nears amid the 
coronavirus outbreak, some Jews 
would find any kosher grocery store a 
luxury. Rabbi Ariel Fisher, who is living 
in Dakar, Senegal, for the year while 
his wife conducts field research for 
her doctorate in anthropology, hopes 
to return to New York City to officiate 
at a wedding and spend the holiday 
with his parents. But if travel becomes 
impossible, he may be stuck in the West 
African city, where he estimates that 
the nearest kosher store is more than 
1,000 miles away in Morocco.

Now he is scrambling to make sure 
that they will have enough matzah and 
kosher wine for the holiday. He is hoping 
the local Israeli diplomats will be able to 
get a shipment of matzah, and also asked 
a good friend in the local U.S. embassy — 
which has access to Amazon Prime — to 
order some for him online. Barring that, 

he will try to import matzah all the way 
from South Africa.

And if all of that fails, he plans to 
make matzah himself — starting with 
the actual wheat. In any case, if Fisher 
and his wife end up in Senegal for the 
holiday, they plan to host a seder for the 
tiny community of Jews there who also 
would be unable to travel.

“If we are actually here for Pesach, it 
will be the first Pesach in my life that I 
won’t have a Pesach store to go to to buy 
my Pesach supplies,” Fisher said. “While 
it’s not an ideal situation, the prospect 
of sharing Pesach with the friends and 
Jewish community that we’ve built here 
over the past few months is exciting.”

Others now face the unusual 
prospect of conducting the communal 
meal alone. Efrem Epstein, who lives 
alone in Manhattan, planned to join 
with friends or family, or a synagogue, 
for the seders. Now he’s wondering 
whether he’ll end up hiding the 

afikomen and finding it himself.
“Throughout the Haggadah, we read 

about many accounts of our ancestors, 
whether it be in Egypt or whether it 
be hiding in caves or any other times, 
that are going through some very 
challenging times,” Epstein said. “I’m an 
extrovert. I like being around people, 
but I also know that there are sources 
saying that if one is doing seder by 
themselves, they should ask the Mah 
Nishtana of themselves. If that’s what I 
have to do this year, I accept it.”

If people are limited to small or 
virtual seders on the first nights of 
Passover, they might have a kind of 
second chance, said Uri Allen, associate 
rabbi of Temple Beth Sholom in Roslyn, 
New York. Allen is in a group of rabbis 
pondering the renewed relevance 
of Pesach Sheni, literally “Second 
Passover,” a day that comes exactly a 
month after the first day of Passover. 
In ancient times, Pesach Sheni was a 

second chance to make the paschal 
sacrifice for those who had been unable 
to on the holiday itself.

Allen said that in any event, Jews 
should have a seder on the first night 
of Passover. But if they are looking for a 
chance to make a communal seder with 
friends or family, then depending on 
the coronavirus’s spread, they might be 
able to do so on Pesach Sheni — without 
the blessings or dietary restrictions.

“I’m imagining both for my family 
and also probably many other families 
who are used to a certain kind of seder, 
larger gatherings and things like that, 
that probably won’t happen a lot this 
year,” Allen said.

“I would definitely encourage and 
advocate, if your seder got interrupted 
or disrupted because of the coronavirus, 
why not have the seder that you wanted 
on Pesach Sheni — provided everything 
is clear and people can resume some 
sort of normal life.”

Passover from page 21
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lessons, online meditation classes, online 
family yoga, and more.

Our Jewish Community Relations 
Council is staying in close contact with 
state and federal government agencies 
to ensure that all existing deadlines for 
grants and other requests are being met. 
Additionally, JCRC is working closely 
with our communications team and all 
agencies to ensure that our messaging is 
on point and is providing the necessary 
information to the Jewish and general 
communities. And, when needed, JCRC 
will work on securing the services of its 
social action volunteers to deploy to our 
agencies, if needed.

Although our day-to-day operation 
Federation-wide may look different now, 
there is still a lot of work to be done. Most 
of our staff are working remotely, staying 

Liptalk from page 7 in daily contact with JCCs and Federations 
throughout the U.S. to create long-term 
plans for circumstances that may occur in 
the coming weeks and months. And many 
of us still have day-to-day tasks that need 
to be done.

I cannot be prouder of our incredible 
staff on our Federation campus over the 
past two weeks. Staff have gone above and 
beyond their normal job responsibilities 
and have been in constant contact 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. We 
have met either in person or remotely 
numerous times and will continue to do 
so until the crisis is OVER!

I have received many wonderful 
messages from the community about 
what we collectively have accomplished 
to date, and I encourage you to share 
your appreciation with others who 
work behind the scenes or receive very 
little fanfare.

News You Can Use

WHEN 
SECONDS 

COUNT...

UNITED 
HATZALAH 

IS THERE!

United Hatzalah 
provides emergency 
medical first response 
within 3 minutes or less 
throughout Israel. The 
service is available 
completely free of 
charge to those in 
need, 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week.

Our network of 6,000 highly trained volunteer medics are responding 
to 3x as many emergency calls right now during the virus outbreak.

We’ve added more dispatchers, purchased 25,000 protective gear 
kits for our medics, and procured additional oxygen to refill our tanks.  

We hope you and yours are safe and, as you’re always there to help Israel, 
please help us continue to serve all Israelis during this critical time.

Thank You!

To support our efforts during the virus outbreak, please 
contact me or go to www.israelrescue.org/coronaresponse.

Cari Margulis Immerman  |  Director - 17 Midwest/Central States
216.544.3010  |  cari@israelrescue.org  |  www.israelrescue.org



32 The Jewish Journal Monthly Magazine April 2020

The Waypoint Group at Morgan Stanley

BC006 CRC 2611906 06/19

Scott M. Zoldan 
Senior Vice President 
Financial Advisor

3635 Boardman Canfield Road 
Canfield, OH 44406
330-286-4400
fa.morganstanley.com/waypoint 

Diane Drissen-Shamrock 
Financial Planning Specialist 
Vice President 
Financial Advisor

Jeffrey R. Barone CRPC® 
Financial Planning Specialist 
Associate Vice President 
Financial Advisor
NMLS #1393584

© 2019 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC.

s.t. Bozin & co. Wctll go 
Uthe extra mil, .. 

for you! 

REAL TORS®

214 Churchill-Hubbard Road • Suite D • Youngstown, Ohio 44505 

330-759-4100
STEPHANIE BOZIN, BROKER, GRI 

Chuck Richardson • Dennis Spicer • Bob Stanovack

DELINQUENT ACCOUNT COLLECTION 
•:• Credit Unions •:• Retail 

•:• Commercial 
•:• Medical •:• 

Municipal Income Taxes and Fees 
NSF Checks 

•:• Financial Institutions •:• Evictions/Rent Collections
FREE consultation for business owners, credit managers and accounts receivable supervisors. 

, MILLSTONE & 
KANNENSOHN 
Attorneys at Law 

4531 Belmont Avenue 
Suite 2C 

Youngstown, Ohio 44505 

(330) 743-5181 ext. 101
Fax (330) 7 43-9704

•:• 


