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Akiva Students take part in celebrating Israel’s 68th Birthday. They all started by singing Hatikvah, and then each grade
had its own performance to honor the founding of the Jewish State.
Happy First Father’s Day to Oren Kessler! Oren and his wife
Jessica welcomed Milo Gesher Kessler to the world on May 9
(His grandfather’s birthday) in New York. ( The G is for Gerry
and the M in Milo is for Mollie, Mayer (Chaya’s dad) and McCarthy, Jessica’s mom’s maiden name) The little fellow’s Hebrew name is Yaakov. He is the first grandchild of Chaya and
Sandy Kessler and Maryrose and Tom Johns of Connecticut.
(See more Celebrations on pages 17, 18, and 19)
Congratulations to Darlene
Muller whom Rodef Sholom’s
Sisterhood and Brotherhood
selecte as their Honoree —
“someone to admire and
emulate, a woman of values,
honesty, sensitivity...who
displays the Jewish values of
love and responsibility”

Benjamin Feuer, the son of Joel and Tammie Feuer will
graduate from Canfield High School on June 5, cum laude
with an honors diploma. Ben garnered a 4.0 GPA while taking
advanced placement classes.
In the fall, he will attend Baldwin Wallace University, in the
honors program, having received a Presidential Merit Scholarship, and will continue his athletic career with the Baldwin
Wallace Yellow Jackets.
While in high school Ben was active in Leo’s Club and the
National Honor Society, serving as treasurer his senior year.
He was involved in numerous community service programs,
worked in the high school athletic office, and volunteered
with the MSJS program.
A member of the varsity soccer team, he lettered all four years
and served as captain of the team his senior year. In addition, Ben earned All American Conference Honorable Mention
notice during his sophomore campaign, AAC first team honors
and District Second Team recognition his junior year and AAC
First Team plus District First Team All-Star selections his senior
year.
( See more celebrations on pages 17, 18, and 19.)
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Commentary

When remembering victims of terror Joyce Garver Keller: Jewish Leader
By Bonnie Deutsch Burdman
the job done.
attacks, Israeli lives matter, too
Because of Joyce, I get to events early
By Ellen Hershkin
National President, Hadassah

In March, within hours after the terrorist attacks in Brussels, landmarks
around the globe — including the Eiffel
Tower, Brandenburg Gate, Trevi Fountain and the World Trade Center — were
bathed in lights showing the red, yellow
and black of the Belgian flag. Belgian
colors likewise adorned hundreds of
thousands, if not millions, of Facebook
pages — much as the French tricolour
appeared after the Paris attacks last November.
My heart goes out to the families of
the victims and to the people of Belgium
— a nation that is one of the pillars of
European unity, stability, and democracy.
Political leaders, media and the informed public routinely, unambiguously and rightly condemn terrorist attacks
against American, Belgian, French,
Danish, or Indonesian targets.
But when it comes to terrorism, not
all victims are equal.
Since October 2015, 30 Israelis have
been murdered in a wave of premeditated knife attacks, and another 21 were
injured in Monday’s bombing of a bus in
Jerusalem. Israelis today are on constant
alert as they conduct their daily lives —
working, going to school, grocery shopping, waiting for a bus or walking down
the street. Parents have been murdered
with knives or hatchets in front of their
children. Attack victims have included
pregnant women, teenagers and toddlers.
When an attack takes place in Jerusalem or Tel Aviv, there is often a deafening silence from the world, an effort to
conflate the killing of Israelis — mostly
civilians — with a broader “cycle of violence” or, at worse, a pivot to suggest
that Israel bears responsibility. These are
textbook cases of blaming the victim.
This double standard is often reflected in news reporting. A typical recent
headline from The New York Times read,
“Terrorists Kill Dozens in Brussels.”
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Last December, the Los Angeles Times
failed to note that two of the Palestinians referred to in the following headline — “Four Palestinian Teens Killed in
Israeli Violence” — were killed as they
carried out stabbing attacks against Israelis and that the other two died in a violent demonstration on the Gaza-Israel
border. [The headline was later updated
to “Violence in Jerusalem, Gaza leaves
six dead, including stabbing suspects.”]
Israel has seen attacks on civilians
take the form of airline hijackings, suicide bombings, cross-border raids and
the murder of its Olympic athletes. It
has been the victim of large-scale attacks and now the protracted wave of
knifings. Proportional to the country’s
population, those 30 Israeli fatalities
over the past six months are the equivalent of 1,200 American lives.
Many American political leaders
have expressed solidarity and spoken
out for Israel’s right to defend its citizens
from attack. Vice President Joe Biden’s
recent expressions of U.S. sympathy for
the victims and support for Israel have
been especially forceful and eloquent.
But where is the global sense of outrage?
Just as Israel is often deemed uniquely qualified for criticism over exercising self-defense, it also appears to be
uniquely unworthy of outrage in the
face of terror attacks. But no person
or nation’s position against terror can
stand scrutiny if it excludes one country
— explicitly or by omission.
The cruel irony is that many countries have been able to improve security
— from airport screening to intelligence
gathering to the functioning of hospital
trauma centers — by relying on Israeli
experience and expertise.
The people of Israel need our help.
The United States must lead the international community, calling on political leaders of all nations that purport
to fight terrorism to speak out loudly
against attacks on its citizens, and to
pressure Palestinian leaders to do all
they can to stop the targeting of Jews for
murder.

YAJF Director of Community
Relations/Government Affairs

It has been less than a week since we
received the shocking news about Joyce,
and the many accolades about her thus
far have shared a common thread. Joyce
was a mentor.
The word means wise advisor, from
the character Mentor in the Odyssey,
a friend of Odysseus and adviser of
Telemachus. Mentor also has origins
in the word mentos, meaning “intent,
purpose, spirit, passion,” as well as in
the Sanskrit, mantar, “one who thinks.”
Clearly, this was Joyce.
For 20 years, I have worked diligently
to represent the Youngstown-area Jewish community to the best of my ability.
It’s not always easy — our community is
small and possesses less clout than the
bigger cities. However, we have been successful in commanding respect, all due
to the lessons learned from my colleague,
friend, and mentor, Joyce Garver Keller.
Joyce taught me that in order to
make an impact, I need to be prepared,
but also exhibit just the right amount
of chutzpah. So when I brazenly tell
public officials and community leaders,
“whenever a smart Jewish woman tells
you what to do, you listen,” I hear Joyce
in my head.
Joyce taught us to achieve the impossible. If the obvious, direct strategy
toward achieving a particular objective
was a non-starter, she designed a less
direct, outside-the-box approach to get
I urge all who read this message, in
any city or nation, to insist that your
leaders and local media give the same
consideration to Israeli terror victims
that they would give to victims in your
own community, or in any country other than Israel.
I issue this call as someone who has
seen the carnage firsthand. Hadassah’s
two hospitals in Jerusalem — hospitals
renowned for treating all patients alike
— have treated more than 175 victims,
including four from Monday’s attack,
as well as many of the perpetrators during the six-month wave of brutal attacks
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and stand by the door to be the first to
greet influentials when they arrive, and
to keep loose business cards in my left
jacket pocket to simultaneously shake
hands while distributing cards.
Joyce created an amazing tool for
use in Washington – a list of all Ohio
Senators and Members of the House of
Representatives by buildings. This way,
we could easily pop in to visit with staff
not because we had appointments, but
because “we were in the neighborhood
and stopped by to say hello.”
I frequently quote Joyce, noting that I
am always available, 24/6, and as someone who lobbies, I am a proud member
of the “world’s oldest profession.”
Joyce was the consummate professional, understanding that a bi-partisan
approach to our agenda was essential.
She constantly stressed that “we don’t
have permanent friends or enemies,
only permanent issues,” and if “we can’t
be with the ones we love, love the ones
we’re with.”
But most importantly, Joyce provided a constant reminder of why we
do what we do, a lesson I learned not
at work, but through something personal. Following Shabbat services where
I proudly watched my oldest become a
Bar Mitzvah, Joyce prepared to return
home. I asked why she was not staying
for the evening celebration, noting all
the fun that was planned. Her reply –
“Don’t worry. I came for the best part.”
See page XX for complete obituary.

from knives, guns, hatchets and cars.
If our hospitals can practice nondiscrimination toward people who seek to
do us harm, the world can act the same
way to support people in harm’s way.
Discrimination is odious when it denies people their right to life — or the
recognition of our common humanity
— based on race, nationality or religion.
It’s time for the world to understand that
Israeli lives matter.
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On the Calendar for June
Guardian of the Menorah.......................................... June 5
JCC Golf Outing..........................................................June 13
New Holocaust Exhibit.............................................June 19
Candle-Lighting Times
Shabbat & Shavuot
June 3		

8:32 p.m.

June 10		

8:36 p.m.

June 11 Erev Shavuot
Light Candles after
9:47 p.m.

This is the Journal’s celebration issue, where we not only honor new graduates, b’nai mitzvot, babies, and engagements, but also those who have
made special contributions to the Jewish Community and were recognized
at the YAJF Annual meeting. Every attempt has been made to include the
full text of the speeches in which they were heralded, but occasionally, in
the interest of available space, the speeches had to be slightly edited.

June 12 Shavuot
Light Candles after
June 17		

9:47 p.m.
8:39 p.m.

June 24

8:41 p.m.

July 1

8:40 p.m.
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Fighting Zika: from a discovery in Israel to a Jewish manufacturer in Baltimore
By Patricia R. Kelvin
Editor, The Jewish Journal
An exclusive Jewish Journal story —
For me, this story begins in 1969,
one or two lifetimes ago, when I still expected to become a scientist. In a graduate seminar I was taking on insecticides
and insect physiology, the professor, an
entomologist from a U.S. Forest Service
Lab in Berkeley, CA, excitedly told us
about the possibilities of a non-chemical insecticide derived from a recently
discovered bacterium that infected certain insect larvae — notably agricultural
pests and mosquitoes — without causing any damage to other animals and
plants.
Moreover, unlike DDT and other
common insecticides of the past, this
microbe, Bacillus thuringiensis, (known
as Bt) did not linger in the environment.
Then just last week, I wanted to check
to see if the Bt Mosquito Dunks I had
been using to keep my little backyard
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pond mosquito-free would be effective
against the Zika-carrying mosquitoes
that were making their way north from
the southern hemisphere.
When I researched the scientific
data, I learned not only that Mosquito
Dunks worked against all those pesky
mosquitoes, but that the active ingredient wasn’t just Bacillus thuringiensis
(BT) but a variety of the bacteria that
had been named Bacillus thuringiensis
israelensis.
Now, no one is the scientifically
trained editor of a Jewish newspaper
without recognizing that “israelensis”
had to have some kind of significance.
So, of course, that needed some research too. And I found the next part of
the story in the old files of the Journal of
the American Mosquito Control Association — with thanks to Joseph M. Conlon, Technical Advisor, for the American Mosquito Control Association for
sending me the information.
In the 1970s, Dr. Leonard Goldberg,
a U.S. Navy research scientist working
in the School of Public Health at the
University of California, Berkeley, had
traveled to Israel to meet Dr. Joel Margalit, a biology professor at Ben Gurion
University. While investigating a driedout riverbed in the Negev Desert, they
observed that some of the remaining
puddles were free of mosquito larvae,
while others were not.
No doubt asking the scientific version of the question, “Why are these
puddles different from all other puddles,” they submitted their findings to
rigorous investigation, and determined
that they had found a previously undescribed variety of Bt which they named
“israelensis.”
Meanwhile, in 1959 in Baltimore,
MD, Lawrence Kase, who held a Master’s Degree in Microbiology and Food
Technology from Cornell University
started a company that he hoped would
address insect and vermin infestations
like flies and cockroaches in the food
industry.
Ms. Kase developed several insecticidal formulations, for the many food
packaging companies located in the Baltimore Metropolitan area.
Later, learning about Bti, Kase want-

ed to come up with a product that would
be a great help controlling dengue fever
in the tropics.
As current company president Jonathon Cohen (the nephew of the founder)
explains, “We’ve been out there selling
our product then called “Bti Briquets”
since 1986 in the professional mosquito
control market.”
In 1988 the Virginia Health Department was buying Mosquito Dunks for
the Suffolk Virginia Tidal Basin, and
they provided some of their product to
residents of their area because it could
be freely used by anyone to control a
backyard population, with no risk of
ecological or bodily harm,
But when the department ran out,
officials there suggested that homeowners contact Summit Chemical Co. directly, and Summit’s retail market was
born. The Briquets became “Mosquito
Dunks.”
At one time, the family thought that
one of the big chemical companies like
S.C. Johnson might be interested in
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working with them, but at the time, no
one in the United States was too worried
about Dengue fever.
“And then, at the end of the 1990s,”
Mr. Cohen says, “West Nile hit, and
sales really took off.”
With the Zika virus now a public
health disaster, Mr. Cohen hopes the
U.S. Congress will take the problem
more seriously.
In April, more than 300 local, state,
and federal government officials; health
experts; and non-government partners
gathered at the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention to prepare for
the likelihood of mosquito-borne transmission of the Zika virus in some parts
of the continental United States. The
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, U.S.
Virgin Islands, and American Samoa
already are experiencing active Zika
transmission.
So far, Congress has taken funds appropriated to fight Ebola and moved
them to Zika control. But Mr. Cohen,
says, “Ebola won’t go away either.”

Culture

Coming up at the Schwarz
Judaica Library at the JCC
Celebrating Shavuot at the JCC
Library

Come to the JCC library in June to
view our display of special books featuring a variety of Torahs, Mishnahs and
Talmuds.
Check out a few of our books on
Shavu’ot we have at the JCC library:
The Shavuot Anthology by Philip
Goodman (This wonderful collection
explains what shavu’ot means in the Torah, the Talmud, the Midrash and postbiblical writings. It also discusses the
laws and customs, the liturgy, and the
beautiful literature and traditions surrounding it.
Sammy Spider’s First Shavuot by
Sylvia A. Rouss (Sammy Spider helps
young children learn about this special

celebration through a simple text and
colorful illustrations.)

JCC Library Book Club Meetings
for June and July

The next meeting of the JCC Library
Book Club will be on Thursday, June 16
at 1:30 p.m. in our library. We will discuss Measure of a Man: From Auschwitz
Survivor to Presidents’ Tailor by Martin Greenfield. One copy is available at
the JCC library and other copies can be
obtained through the public libraries,
Search Ohio, and also on Kindle. The
July meeting of the JCC Library Book
Club will meet on July 21 to discuss The
Devil in Jerusalem by Naomi Ragen.
Call Mary Lou Henneman at 330746-3251 and leave a message if you
have questions or wish to join.

Jewish woman is now oldest in U.S.
Goldie Michelson, of Worcester, MA,
a Hadassah Life Member since 1964, is
now the oldest person in the United
States.
Mrs. Michelson attributes her longevity to lots of walking — sometimes
four to five miles a day — never smoking or drinking, and lots of chocolate.
This most senior of senior citizens
was born Goldie Corash in Russia in
1902 and immigrated to Worcester with
her father, mother, and brothers when
she was two years old.
She attended the Women’s College
of Brown University, later Pembroke,
graduating with a degree in sociology
in 1924, followed by a master’s degree

from Clark University.
Her thesis focused on why Jewish
immigrants in the area weren’t pursuing
American citizenship, inspired, she told
the Worcester Telegram by her involvement with Hadassah and the National
Council of Jewish Women.
She met her husband David Michelson, through one of her brothers, according to an article in CLARK Magazine published in the fall of 2012.
She and her family shared a lifelong
passion for theater, from neighborhood
children to performing to having a local theater named for her. She also established the Goldie Michelson Drama
Fund at Clark University

Rubino’s Woman Under the Covers
uncovered at Stambaugh show
Liz Rubino’s newest CD, “Woman
Under the Covers,” premiered in concert in Youngstown the singer’s hometown on April 29 at historic Stambaugh
Auditorium.
Ms. Rubino’s new recording features
music written and performed by Bing
Crosby to Broadway, Simon & Garfunkel to Michael Jackson, The Eagles to
Dave Matthews and more.
A graduate of Austintown Fitch
High School, Ms. Rubino earned a B.A.
in Musical Theater from Youngstown
State University in 2007, and an M.A. in
Drama Therapy from New York University in 2011. She also studied voice and
psychology at The Ohio State University
from 1999-2001.
In her career as a professional cabaret and stage performer, recording and
teaching artist, stage director and registered drama therapist. she is frequent
performer at New York City’s Metropolitan Room in the Flatiron District, and
at the Duplex Cabaret Theatre, considered the cornerstone club in Greenwich
Village.
Ms. Rubino also performs across the
nation with her one-woman and duet
cabarets and concerts as well as leading
roles in professional theatre,
As an educator at the JCC since 2013,
she offers arts education programs for
youth, pre-professional students, community artists and adult professionals.
On this summer’s schedule for the
Liz Rubino studio at the JCC are private
coaching sessions in voice, drama, drama therapy and children’s voice lessons.

CD art of Liz Rubino’s new album, “Woman
Under the Covers.”
In addition, seven- to 12-year-olds
can enjoy the fundamentals of hip hop
and break dancing.
On June 18 at the JCC, student vocalists will present a concert of song and
dance.
This summer, Camp JCC will feature “LRS Broadway 360” an advanced
specialty camp which will teach group
building, the casting process, costume
design, vocal production and dance
forms — culmination in a production
of Broadway’s The Little Mermaid Jr on
Saturday, July 16.
For further information, contact Ms.
Rubino at lrubino@jccyoungstown.org
or by phone at 330 746-3250, ext. 187.
A member of Actors Equity Association, the Manhattan Association of
Cabarets & Clubs. the New York Singing Teachers Association, the National
Association for Teachers of Singing, and
the North American Drama Therapy
Association.

Finest in Catering and Special Events
The area's largest and only specifically designed banquet facility serving 50-2,500
Continuing dedicated quality & service at affordable rates

Call now for dates available in 2016-2017.
Anthony J. Saadey – Owner
330 758-5721
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Annual Meeting Awards

Abe Harshman Leadership Award
— Neil Kaback
By Florence Harshman
Neil has a true passion for service and
the future of our community. He currently serves as chairperson for the YAJF’s
Budget Committee, has been a member
of the Federation Board of Directors for
10 years, and is an active participant on
the Federation’s Strategic Planning Task
Force.
Neil has also held roles on the audit
committee, investment committee, JCRC
Board and as Campaign and Inaugural
Event chair person. When asked why
he is engaged and passionate about our
Jewish Community, Neil said, “There is
a common bond amongst the Jews that
we need to preserve. In some ways we are
like a big family that needs to care about
one another. As we know, if we don’t care

for our own, nobody else will.”
Beyond Jewish communal service,
Neil is involved in the greater community. He is a leader, mentor, and business
partner of Cohen & Company CPAs, and
shares more than 30 years of experience
with his clients and coworkers.
Neil sits on the executive committee
as secretary of Trumbull 100 — an organization that provides resources and
leadership to projects that enhance the
quality of life for the citizens of Trumbull County.
He is on the advisory council of Ohio
University’s School of Accounting, on
the board of directors of the United Way
of Mahoning County, is treasurer of the
Trumbull Memorial Health Foundation, is a board member of GOJO Industries and chair of their audit committee,
a board member and chair of Cortland
Bancorp, and a member of the American Institute of CPAs and Ohio Society
of CPAs.
Neil is also a former member of the
Fund for our Economic Future, a recipient of the Accountancy Alumnus
in Practice Award from Ohio University and is an alumnus of Leadership
Youngstown – class of 1993.
When asked what keeps him motivated to give back to our community,
Neil said he is motivated by “The fact
that there is so much need in the community, at all levels, especially leadership, strategic thinking, and raising
needed funds to provide help and ser-

JCRC to premiere Holocaust film/exhibit about life of a Survivor

vices.”
Neil shows that his dedication to
our community continues to grow and
adapt to needs that are presented. For
our future, he hopes that there will be
a resurgence of the Jewish population
in Youngstown. However, absent that,
Neil hopes that our community can find
ways to bring Jews together as often as
possible to strengthen our common
bond and to make sure that we take care
of each other as well as we can.

BUYING OR SELLING A HOME?
Call Bett Clebone, Ph.D.
“The House Doctor”
330-501-SOLD (7653)
Realtor®

Bet	
  on	
  Bett	
  

Multi-Million Dollar
Producer
Where	
  You’re	
  #1!	
  

www.bettclebone.com

A Full Range of Exceptional Care

Heritage Manor

LEVY GARDENS

Retirement Community

Esther Marks Volunteer Service Award — Samuel D. Roth

(Continued on p. 24)
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land in 1930 and enjoyed a comfortable
childhood with his parents and brother. When the Nazis invaded Poland in
1939, Henry’s family fled Lodz and relocated to a ghetto in Suchedniow, Poland. By the time Henry was 12, he was
separated from his family and worked
as a slave laborer in a nearby munitions
factory complex/concentration camp,
where, despite the deplorable conditions, he became an expert machinist.
Henry’s mother was then deported to
Treblinka and killed in the gas chambers, while he, his brother and father
were sent to the Buchenwald concentration camp. Despite all odds, all three
survived, and Henry ultimately ended
up in Youngstown in 1955. His machinist skills learned in the Nazi concentration camps allowed Henry to
find meaningful work and to eventually, with partners, start his own thriving company. Though successful in
business, Henry’s legacy is measured
through his large and growing family
– four children, 14 grandchildren, and
six great-grandchildren, with number
seven on the way.
The Federation’s Holocaust educational projects were initially funded
through support of the Thomases Family Endowment of the Youngstown Area
Jewish Federation and the Sherri and
Gary Clayman family. The film and exhibit about Mr. Kinast were generously

Thriving far beyond surviving: this family photo was taken last month at Ian Anderson’s
wedding and contains all four of the Kinasts’ children plus spouses, 14 grandchildren plus
spouses/significant others, and six great-grandchildren. And number seven is on the way –
Rachel Anderson Kay is pregnant.
underwritten by the Kinast, Anderson,
Malkoff, and Levy families.

The June 19 program is free and
open to the public.

(Right) At the annual Holocaust Commemoration held at the Mahoning County Court
House, Akiva student Annika McCabe received an honorable mention for her poem “Reality.”
Presenting her award are (left) Suzyn Schwebel Epstein, president of the Ohio Council on
Holocaust and Genocide Education, and (right) Bonnie Deutsch Burdman, Jewish Community
Relations Director.

By Marilyn Davis
My mother, Esther Marks, lived her
life with a Jewish heart and with passion. As a wife she was a partner with
her husband Irv in love and business. As
a mother she was active with her children. In business she was respected and
honest. As a friend, she was true to all.
As a volunteer there was none better.
She knew about justice and righteousness. For my mom it was not merely
about making a donation, it meant giving of her time, energy and whole self.
As a volunteer, Esther Marks stood
alone in her perseverance of creating a
better world in both the Jewish and gen-

A new Holocaust documentary film
and traveling
exhibition
about the life
and legacy of
Henry Kinast
will premiere
on Sunday,
Henry Kinast
June 19, at 3
p.m. at the Jewish Community Center.
The film is the third documentary
and second exhibit about a local Survivor produced by the Jewish Community
Relations Council of the Youngstown
Area Jewish Federation. Jesse McClain,
the Federation’s Holocaust educational
specialist, is already utilizing a film and
exhibit on the life and legacy of Bill
Vegh, as well as a film about former local Jewish teacher, Esther Shudmak, in
his educational work in area schools
and community organizations.
McClain, an expert Holocaust and
anti-genocide educator said, “there is no
more important way to learn about the
lessons of the Holocaust than through
first person testimony. Henry’s film and
display will be another crucial tool in
our quest to teach about humanity and
tolerance.”
Henry Kinast’s story represents a
miraculous journey from ruin to redemption. He was born in Lodz, Po-

Skilled Nursing Services
Subacute Rehabilitation Unit
Long-Term Care
Adult Day Care
Outpatient Therapy

Blending a Quality
Independent Lifestyle
With the Comfort of
On-Site Support
When You Need It

(330) 746-1076 (330) 746-3570
www.heritagemanor.org

517Gypsy Lane • Youngstown, OH • 44504
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What Is Shavuot?

At Rodef Sholom’s outstanding Sisterhood
Brunch on May 15, with Fashions by Suzanne
and a delicious lunch coordinated by Kandy
Rawl. At left, the Brunch committee chaired
by Toni Greenbaum, and above the Sisterhood models.

June at Rodef Sholom
On Wednesday, May 11, Congregation Rodef Sholom formally elected new
officers and trustees. Assuming office on
June 1 —
President
Dr. Arthur Greenbaum
Vice-Pres. Alden Chevlen
Treasurer
Aaron Hively
Secretary
Tod Newman
Trustees
Ron Heiman
		
Jane Pollack
		
Audrey Schwebel

Installation of Officers

The formal installation ceremony is
scheduled for Friday, June 3, at 6 p.m. in
Tamarkin Chapel. The Shabbat service
of appreciation will honor out-going
president, Jeff Simon, for his service and
dedication. New officers will also be installed and honored at the Oneg following the service.
Please respond to the Temple office,
330-744-5001, by Wednesday, June 1.
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Confirmation

Congregation Rodef Sholom will
host the joint confirmation ceremony
on Sunday, June 5, at 9:30 a.m.
Rabbis Muller and Schonberger will
officiate at the ceremony as —
• Sophie Alper (Temple El Emeth)
• Lexi Burdman (Temple El Emeth)
• Teddy Kunkel (Rodef Sholom),
• Abigail Scharf (Rodef Sholom), and
• Cameron Sperling (Rodef Sholom)
complete their formal religious education at MSJS.
The theme of the service is “Eilu
D’varim- These are the things that will
keep me Jewish”
All community members are welcome to attend, and refreshments will
be served in Strouss Hall following the
ceremony. Reservations are required by
Wednesday, June 1.

Shabbat Services

Churchill Commons
Make every day
taste better

Locally owned
and operated

Great Food
Fruit Trays
Rolls, Cakes & Pastries
Meat, Vegetable & Relish Trays .
Wing-Dings
Fried Chicken
Beverages

Tableware
Cards
Decorations
Thank Yous
Manischewitz & Mogen David
Kosher Wines

Manischewitz, Mother’s, Streitz, Rokeach, Joyva Kosher Products

See our expanded Kosher section

Regular services wil be held at 6 p.m.
on Saturdays, June, 10, 17, and 24.
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Alan Kretzer (left) honors outgoing Federation President Bruce Lev

By Alan Kretzer
Tonight, I have the pleasure of thanking Bruce Alan Lev for his dedicated
years of service and for serving as the
President of the Youngstown Area Jewish Federation’s board of directors.
Bruce is not only a dedicated husband, father, family man, grandfather,
business leader, philanthropist, volunteer, student, and scholar — but he is
always a wonderful role model for our
local and international Jewish community, and a true mensch.
During his tenure as president of the
Federation, Bruce oversaw the first major leadership change in more than 30
years — the transition of our executive
vice-president from Sam Kooperman
to Andy Lipkin. With Bruce’s guidance
and direction, that change in was as
smooth as could be expected.
Bruce also led the Federation when
our community donated money for
countless needs overseas including the
Stop the Siren’s campaign for the safety
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Shlichim

and health of Israelis during the Gaza
War in summer 2014, the security of
French Jewry in January 2015, emergency funding for the continuing crisis
Jews are facing in Ukraine, and so much
more.
His large heart reminds us all about
the care and compassion, we as lay leaders should have in everything we do. His
active participation on the Jewish Community Relations Council board, before,
during, and after his term as Federation
President reaffirms his commitment to
our community. Through his leadership
on the JCRC, he has led the fight against
anti-Semitism and strengthened the
Jewish community’s relationship with
the general community.
In addition to the JCRC, Bruce has
also served as a member and past president of the board of the Commission
for Jewish Education, has been a member of the Federation budget committee
and was a past member of the Philanthropic Planning Board. On a national
level, Bruce has served as vice-chair of

The Torah was given by God to the
Jewish people on Mount Sinai more
than 3300 years ago. Every year on the
holiday of Shavuot we renew our acceptance of God’s gift, and God “re-gives”
the Torah.
The word Shavuot means “weeks.” It
marks the completion of the seven-week
counting period between Passover and
Shavuot.
The giving of the Torah was a farreaching spiritual event — one that
touched the essence of the Jewish soul
for all times. Our sages have compared it
to a wedding between God and the Jewish people. Shavuot also means “oaths,”
for on this day God swore eternal devotion to us, and we in turn pledged everlasting loyalty to Him.
In ancient times, two wheat loaves
would be offered in Holy Temple. It was
also at this time that people would begin to bring bikkurim, their first and
choicest fruits, to thank Gd for Israel’s
bounty.
On this day Gd swore eternal devotion to us, and we pledged everlasting
loyalty to Him
The holiday of Shavuot is a two-day
holiday, beginning at sundown of the
5th of Sivan and lasting until nightfall of
the 7th of Sivan. (In Israel it is a one-day
holiday, ending at nightfall of the 6th of
Sivan.)
A few customs of Orthodox communities in Shavuot:
Women and girls light holiday candles to usher in the holiday, on both the
first and second evenings of the holidays.
It is customary for Yeshiva scholars
to stay up all night learning Torah on
the first night of Shavuot.
All men, women, and children go

to the synagogue on the first day of
Shavuot to hear the reading of the Ten
Commandments.
As on other holidays, special meals
are eaten, and no work may be performed.
It is customary to eat dairy foods
on Shavuot. Among other reasons,
this commemorates the fact that upon
receiving the Torah, including the kosher laws, the Jewish people could not
cook meat in their pots, which had yet
to be rendered kosher.
Some communities read the Book of
Ruth publicly, asking David — whose
passing occurred on this day — was a
descendant of Ruth the Moabite.
This holiday is also very important to
the Kibbutzim in Israel. As some might
know, the Kibbutzim were founded by
secular pioneer Jews in the early 20th
century.
They (the pioneers) resented anything related to religion. NeverthelessShavuot was always an important holiday to the Kibbutzim — for they were
farmers who were sowing and harvesting throughout the year. Therefore, this
holiday was the time they could present
their agriculture products.
A common phrase for Shavuot is —
“Those who sow in tears reap in joy.”
This means, Those who worked hard
during the year, will enjoy the fruits of
their labor.
We want to thank this amazing community for a wonderful year. We certainly feel like we worked hard, and
we’ve been reaping in joy.
Let us all enjoy the fruits of
our labor, may we only reap in joy,
Have a happy holiday,

the Jewish Council for Public AffairsJCPA- Board of Directors, served on a
national taskforce on world Jewry and
held the position of chairperson for
two JCPA plenums. He has also served
as a worker and leader in the Federation’s Combined Jewish Appeal, and has
served on the board of directors and
Brotherhood board of Congregation
Rodef Sholom.
Additionally, Bruce has been hon-

ored with the Federation’s Abe Harshman Young Leadership Award and the
2006 Guardian of the Menorah Award
given by B’nai B’rith, Mahoning Lodge
#339.
In the general community, Bruce was
recently appointed to the Neil Kennedy
Recovery Board. He has held the position of president of the Mahoning Val-
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Faces of Israel: Shlomo Leibovitch

Recognition for Bruce Lev (continued from p. 9

2016 Annual Campaign

Shlomo Leibovitch stands with the car — provided with the assistance of the Thomases
Family Endowment of the Youngstown Area Jewish Federation — that he uses to transport
prepared food. Mechina Avner volunteers pick up left-over food from the local Golani
military base and bring meals to needy Arabs and Jews in Akko.
When Shlomo Leibovitch was recruited to establish Mechina Avner, he
moved with his wife and four children,
from Jerusalem to Akko — a considerable change from what the family had
been used to.
Eighty percent of Israel’s population
lives between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. In
the Jerusalem area, for example, Arabs
and Jews live in separate towns.
The population of Akko approaches
50,000. However, Shlomo and Mechina
Avner students live in the same building
as their Arab neighbors, enabling them
to become an integral part of the lives
of the families in their Akko neighborhood.
Today, in Israel, many high school
graduates delay their army service to
study for a year or two in a mechina,
which prepares young people for their
military service. Mechinot encompass
religious, secular, environmental, and
youth movements, where participants
learn leadership, principles and practice
of democracy, volunteer service to the
community, ideological and individual
identity, Zionism, Jewish history and
heritage, philosophy.
The specific mission of Mechina
Avner is to create a vibrant center of
learning and volunteering that will act
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as an influence on the surrounding
lower socioeconomic mixed Jewish and
Arab community.
Established in 2015, Mechina Avner,
with 20 religious young men, partners
with the Akko Municipality and other
local organizations. Shlomo uses his
master’s degrees in education and business administration to enhance the experiences of the mechina participants.
Located in a region with high unemployment and considerable poverty,
Mechina Avner strives to attract students
from the heavily populated central areas
of Israel to experience an environment
different from their own.
Shlomo is actively searching for the
proper candidates for the Akko experience. He hopes a certain percentage of
the alumnae will settle here after completing army service.
Each day, the mechina students study
and do social and enrichment activities. The students are involved in community service activities such as helping
at-risk youth and informally guiding
adolescents in the community, adopting
day care centers for the underprivileged
children to be part of the “Big Brother”
project, and delivering food to needy
families.

Monday, September 19, 2016

ley Home Builders Association, acted as
a supervisor and elected official of the
Trumbull County Soil and Water Conservation District, was chairperson of
the Southern Mahoning Valley Unmet
Needs Committee, a member of the
Regional Chamber of Commerce and a
member of the Way Station Loan committee with the USDA.
Previously, Bruce serviced as the
vice-president of the Associated Neighborhood Centers — an inner city community center serving the needs of the
local African-American community.
Currently, Bruce is working on creating a wetland preserve in Boardman
Township which could help preserve
Mill Creek Park — one of the largest and
most beautiful city parks in our country.
He is also working on low-income taxcredit housing for his tenants using such
concepts of universal design as moderate green building and aging-in-place.
However, while Bruce should be very
proud of the service he has provided to

the Youngstown Area Jewish Federation
and community, the nation and international Jewish community and our greater secular community, there is nothing
that Bruce is more proud of than his
children, Josh and Jessica.
Josh serves as a major in the United
States Air Force and Jessica graduated from the University of Texas
School of Law and currently works in
Youngstown, spending part of her time
working with her dad. We have to thank
Bruce’s wife Candace, and Josh and Jessica for sharing Bruce with us throughout these many years.
Bruce is motivated to do good deeds
because his life has taught him to care
about people and to pay no attention to
traditional barriers that would affect his
actions. Bruce has a true desire to do
“good” in the community, and remains
sincere and humble about his mitzvot.
We hope that his positive influence continues to resonate throughout our community.

Akiva Academy
wishes to express our deep gratitude to the

Thomases Family Endowment
for its financial support of the
Diversity Scholarship Fund
and the Middle School trip to
Washington, D.C.

Presentation for Tom Shapiro

When Jews get together and want to
brag a bit about their family history to
lend credence to their place in a community they typically use the Hebrew
word “yichus” which means “of distinguished heritage.” Tom Shapiro, the
president of the JCC Board from 2013 to
2015, can easily claim “yichus” in terms
of his volunteer work, by pointing to
his parents’ unbelievable contributions
to the Youngstown community. Tom
learned at an early age how important it
is to take care of your family and to give
back to the community by contributing
time and expertise to the organizations
that exist to help everyone around to
grow and prosper.
During Tom’s tenure as JCC president, a number of phenomenal improvements were made to enhance the
building and operations. His intense
involvement on the fitness committee
led to the purchase of outstanding new
cardio equipment in the work out area
that continues to enhance members’ experiences to this day. While President,
the multipurpose room renovation was
done resulting in the beautiful (and useful) space you all now see each time
you come to the J for a program. The
wonderful Gasser chairs you sit on and
the beautiful dishes you eat from when

served from the JCC’s kosher kitchen
were all secured under Tom’s leadership.
He also became a frequent attendee at
a number of the cultural, educational
and artistic programs presented at the J.
He might even admit to having enjoyed
his exposure to some interesting classical and jazz music performances that he
might not have otherwise had the opportunity to experience.
This brings us back to the contribution Tom has made as a volunteer in
this community. As the Federation progresses in its Strategic Planning process,
the subject of developing future leadership will surely be discussed. These
volunteers will be well advised to follow
the words that Tom told his wife Stephanie when agreeing to accept the JCC
presidency: “If you’re going to commit
yourself to helping, you have to commit
yourself fully to be effective.” Between
the hours spent coaching his children’s
sports teams, moving his family to their
new house in Canfield, and being active on so many of the JCC committees
while being president, Tom exemplified
all that one would wish to see in a quality leader. Kol Ha’Kavod (all honor) to
Tom Shapiro on a job well done.
Note: Because Tom Shapiro could not attend the annual meeting, we do not have a
photo o him to accompany this story.

Faces of Israel (continued from p. 10)
Akko is the Federation’s Partnership2Gether city. Atty. Debbi Grinstein, Endowment Director of the Youngstown
Area Jewish Federation, explains, “The
people who live here are not merely Israelis, but our friends and adopted family from Israel.”
She says, “We visit them, and they us.
We have a significant and close connec-

tion. Financial funding of programs and
projects in Akko are well known to us,
and therefore, carries more significance.
We feel the impact of tikkun olam in our
lives.”
Shlomo is a face of Israel. His personal story connects him to you. The
Jewish community of the Mahoning and
Shenango Valleys is connected as well.

Youngstown Area
Jewish Federation
THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE. THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

(continued on p. 11)
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ANNUAL CAMPAIGN for Jewish Needs

Annual meeting demonstrates continued
success for the Youngstown Federation

TOTAL ALLOCATIONS | We Were Able To Distribute

CAMPAIGN | Together We Raised

$1,885,515

$1,344,319

ENDOWMENT & RESERVE ALLOCATIONS
Jewish Family Services
$111,236

$541,196

Commission for
Jewish Education
$105,303

Local
Allocations

$1,885,515
Photo/Jewish Journal

Guest speaker Howard Beigelman, Executive Director of Ohio Jewish Communities (seen here with Alan Kretzer)
said, ”I wish all the folks in New York, who could not understand why I moved to Northeast Ohio, could hear, see,
and touch the vibrant Jewish life that’s here. The synagogues, Akiva, Levy Gardens, Heritage Manor, and, at its
heart the Jewish Federation – Jewish Family Services, the JCC, Israel advocacy, Holocaust commemoration, and
my favorite – the JCRC. I look forward to working with you and your partner federations and JCRC’s across Ohio to
strengthen our communities, grow them, and speak for them to those in power: with trust, with candor, and with
the necessary chutzpah. We are your partners. I know I can always reach out to the team here.”

By Atty. Alan Kretzer
President, Youngstown Area Jewish Federation
The Youngstown Area Jewish Federation is faced
with anticipated and predictable demographic and societal changes within our Jewish community which require serious analysis and introspection. We have seen
our community age and shrink over the years.
It is necessary that we be proactive in order to best
serve the needs, desires and priorities of this community. Accordingly, the Federation has commenced a strategic planning process advised by a highly recommended
and acknowledged consultant, Ann Cohen, and coordinated by our chair of a task force, Bruce Sherman. The
initial development of our plan is scheduled to require
six months.
An online survey was made available to members of
our Jewish community to assess current services and
programs of our Federation and its agencies and to make
recommendations needed to assist the planning process.
The Strategic Planning Task Force and the Federation
Board will create a vision, mission and strategic focus,
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including structure and governance practices. This is a necessary and critical effort which
has not been comprehensively attempted in
over a decade. We are optimistic that this effort will pave the way and best serve this Federation for
the foreseeable future.
These examples recap current programs proudly
offered to our vibrant community through the Jewish
Community Center. A wide variety of active fitness-related activities exist to enhance quality of life necessities
with a range of levels at which best interests are widely
served. A variety of Jewish-oriented adult programming
include J Cafes and a wide range of events, culture, art,
music, with frequent emphasis on matters both domestic and Israeli in nature. Our current Shlichim, Gon and
Shai Erez, have added much to Jewish programming,
education and as ambassadors of Israel within the area
schools, churches, civic groups as well as their responsibilities at Akiva and MSJS. Fortunately, trips continue
to be scheduled to Cleveland and Pittsburgh for adult
programming, including Broadway shows.
Our Camp JCC has continued to provide quality
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National
Allocations

Overseas
Allocations

Local Agencies | Departments

Jewish Journal Monthly
Magazine $12,934

$1,378,335

$1,378,335

Endowment Department
$113,693

$456,831

$50,349

Heritage Manor | Levy Gardens
$147,423

Federation, JCRC, Campaign
$583,777

care and experiences for over 50 years, and 2016 is set to
be another spectacular summer. The JCC welcomes back
the amazing “Circus of the Kids” for a second year as one
of its Specialty Camps. Other Specialty Camp offerings
include 3D Printing, Mad Scientists Forensics Academy,
Magic Camp, Lego Camp, Horseback Riding, Basketball
Camp and Playmakers Theater!
This past year, our Federation supported missions
for both teens and adults. Last summer, five area teens
spent from three – four weeks in Israel, and for the first
time two teens from Youngstown joined 75 participants
from the Central Region Consortium of Partnershp2Gether on a Mega Teen Mission to Israel over winter
break. These teen experiences were offered at virtually
no cost to participants. And most recently, four adults
from our community spent 12 days in Israel as part of
P2G’s 20th Anniversary Celebration.
The JCRC continues to closely monitor and respond
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Jewish Community
Center $303,969

to numerous inquiries regarding international issues
and
concerns of the Jewish community. Global antiSemitism continues to rise at an alarming rate, and the
so-called “BDS” (boycotts, divestment, and sanctions)
movement to delegitimize Israel continues to grow both
internationally and domestically, particularly on college
campuses. The greater Middle East also continues to undergo some of the most transformative movements in the
modern history of the region, most notably in countries
where terrorists representing the Islamic State, through
genocidal acts against its own citizens, are seeking to replace existing governments with extremist entities that
are enemies to Israel and the West.Heritage Manor, Jewish Family Services, and Levy Gardens continue to care
about the elderly as people who have medical problems
or special needs.
Heritage Manor and Levy Gardens are open to everyone and offer respite, daycare and rehab services. JFS
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continues to offer counseling, guardianship and has an
ongoing program entitled “Our Gang”, which provides
monthly and annual programs for developmentally disabled adults.
The Federation continues to seek new Endowment
Funds to supplement its programs and services Federation-wide. Income from Endowment Funds are used
for programming such as “Our Gang,” JCC transportation, nursing scholarships, Israeli teachers for Jewish
Education, to name just a few examples. As is the case
with most Federations in North America, some of our
Endowment Funds enhance our Annual Campaign. The
Thomases Family Endowment (TFE) further enhances
our collective Jewish experience. Grants allow the Federation to bring extraordinary programming for the Inaugural Event and our Shlichim.
More important, the TFE supports our partnership in
Akko, Israel and Jews throughout the world, above and
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beyond the Federation’s allocation. The TFE has assisted
the Federation as an integral partner of many initiatives
throughout the Mahoning and Shenango valleys.
The Federation provides services and funding to assure continued programming to our community. Our
Annual Campaign in 2015 raised $1,354,240 which
slightly exceeded the previous year. This Federation
proudly also continues to support Jewish needs throughout the world, including Israel, as a critical portion of
our mission.
On behalf of the Federation personnel and Board, we
are grateful and give our thanks to each of you who support and participate in our community locally, nationally,
and globally. You are the reason for this Federation and
your support and involvement is the very essence of this
Federation. Thanks to you for our continuing success as
the “best small Jewish Community in North America!”
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El Emeth

Changing of the Sisterhood guard
May 10 has
become a
very important part of
my history.
It is the day
I was “uninstalled” as
Sisterhood
president
after a happy
Mary Lou Finesilver
three years of
my life serving our Sisterhood and Temple.
I know that the next year will be a
great year also for Debbi Grinstein and
Paula Ferguson. I wish them and all the
elected officers and board members who
were installed that day the best of luck.
I know that I enjoyed my term. I
wasn’t always perfect as far as protocol
went, but I tried to keep the lighter side
in the meetings too. I hope I succeeded.
I was so fortunate to work with wonderful officers, Debbi Grinstein, Janine Silverman, Phyllis Perlman, Phyllis Friedman, Terri Kaback, Sherri Clayman,
Lori Mirkin, and Alice Franklin. These
are wonderful women, filled with great
ideas and really dedicated to keeping
our Sisterhood viable.
No less important, are the great
chairmen, equally as dedicated: Ronna
Marlin, Elyse Silverman, Lenore Ackerman, Lucille Vegh, Laura Silverman,
Holly Small, Eva Cropp, Lisa Mirman,
Sandi Altman, and Rochelle Miller.
Some of these members had more than
one job for Sisterhood and have paying
jobs, too, but they never complained
about too much responsibility. My
thanks, again to all of them for a job or
jobs well done.
The closing meeting was very timely
and right on the minute. Ronna Marlin
did a beautiful job in her own inimitable
style and we all enjoyed the combination of wit and sincerity.
Wait, I am not through saying thank
you. You all will just have to be patient
for a few more minutes. I tried to say
my thanks privately, but now I am getting brave and doing it publicly. Special
thanks to Rabbi Schonberger for helping to keep me on the right path and
inspiring me to do my best. A very big
thanks to Nancy Saunders and Lindsey
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Allison for all they do for us. They go
out of their way to be helpful, and sometimes we forget that there are things Sisterhood women should be doing in the
office and they actually do instead. A big
thank you to those lovely ladies and of
course, again to Elyse Silverman for all
her advice and guidance.
By the way, in case you missed it, the
Friday evening Sisterhood Shabbat was
a delight. It went so smoothly and was
beautifully programmed by Elyse and
Ronna. The dinner, catered by Chrystals was delicious. All in all, a wonderful
evening.
Before I end this column and get to
the Big Bucks, I want to thank Rick and
Ronna Marlin for making me feel so
much a part of the executive committee.
I enjoyed their friendship and patience
in leading those meetings. I will miss
that part of no longer being Sisterhood
president, also. My thanks to the entire
executive board for making me so welcome and at home. Overall, being Sisterhood president was a delightful experience. Thank you, all!
Our thanks to Sam and Terry Roth
for being Honorable Menschen for May.
For those of you who may not know, an
Honorable Mensch makes a donation
to Sisterhood to help underwrite some
of the expenses of our lunches, so that
we don’t have to keep raising the price.
This policy is continuing, and all donations are greatly accepted. Please don’t
forget about our Sisterhood funds such
as Flower Fund, Mitzvah Fund, Nachas
Fund, and Leagrams. If you have any
celebration, wedding or birthday that
we may not have on record please let
the Temple office or Janine Silverman
know. Sisterhood Chairmen, please
don’t forget to get in touch with me with
any information you would like to have
announced in the bulletin or Journal. It
will be up to you to keep me supplied
with items that need to be publicized.
I also would like to thank my readers
for being so loyal. At this moment the
Sisterhood column will continue, and I
hope you will continue to enjoy reading
my “nonsense.”*
Till we talk again — Shalom.

Ohev Tzedek
Board of Directors meets Tuesday,
June 7. Executive committee meets at
6:30 p.m. with the board of directors
meeting at 7:30 p.m..
Shabbat Service honoring graduating seniors and confirmands, Saturday,
June 11. We will honor our graduating high school seniors and our confirmands at a Shabbat morning service
with a Kiddush luncheon following.
June and July birthdays will also be celebrated. Please respond to the Synagogue
office by June 9 for lunch.
Shavuot services will be held on Erev
Shavuot, Saturday night, June 11 at 5:45
p.m.; first day, Sunday, June 12 at 9:30
a.m., second evening, Sunday, June 12
at 5:45 p.m. and the second day, Monday, June 13 at 9:30 a.m.. Yizkor will take

place on Monday, June 13 at 11:15 a.m.
“Blush and Brush,” Tuesday evening, June 28, 7-9 p.m. Enjoy a glass (or
glasses) of wine, and some soft music, as
artist Lori Szoke guides us to each paint
a beautiful seascape. No experience is
necessary. This program is limited to
20 participants. Cost is $25 per person.
Paid reservations to the Temple office by
June 22.
Mark your calendars: Klezmer
Shabbat musical outdoor service, Friday, July 15, at the home of Terry and
Sam Roth; Indoor/Outdoor Picnic at
the Synagogue, Sunday, July 3.
Minyans every evening, including
Saturdays at 5:45 p.m. and Friday mornings at 7 a.m. Shabbat morning services
are each Saturday at 9:30 a.m.

Help Liberty bloom

what you want to do — plant, prune,
weed, play in the dirt!
Call Jodi Stoyak at 330-759-1315,
leave your e-mail address, and you will
be notified of the next gardening activity.
Join your neighbors, friends, and new
acquaintances as we make our community an inviting and cheerful place to
call home.

Do you like flowers? Do you have
just a couple of hours during the summer to beautify Liberty Township?
Then become involved with “Liberty
in Bloom.”
No experience necessary. No special
skills needed. You can pick and choose

By Rabbi Saul Oresky
Congregation Ohev Tzedek
How do you
believe we
Jews received
the Torah?
According to
tradition, G-d
gave the Torah on Mount
Sinai to Moses, who then
brought it to
our ancestors,
the Israelites, who transmitted it orally
until it was written down, finally printed, and ultimately taught to us. This is
a beautiful and powerful story, but it
doesn’t fully explain how we came to
have not only the Aseret HaDibrot (the
Ten Sayings or Commandments), but
the Five Books of Moses, the Prophets,
and the Writings, let alone all of the
Oral Law (i.e., the Talmud) and all other
Jewish holy writings as well.
Again, according to tradition, it was
all revealed at Sinai, but what if the traditional story doesn’t work for us? Must
we then toss out Divine revelation completely? Need we see the Torah as either
solely Divine in origin or as a totally
man-made invention?
Shavuot, which we will celebrate on
June 11 with a nighttime Torah study
tikun leil, and on the 12th and 13th, is
known as zman matan torateinu, the
festival of the giving of our Torah. That

makes questions about how we got the
Torah completely relevant. Do we accept the Revelation myth (and I use that
term in its non-pejorative sense), or do
we write G-d out of the story?
Not to worry – there is no need to
choose one extreme over the other.
G-d gave us the Torah and so did our
very human ancestors. I’ve been teaching a class based on Process Theology
these past few months, and one of the
central tenets of the philosophy is that
“either/or” answers will only get you
so far, while “both/and” responses provide greater insight and a more complete truth. Torah arises through our
encounter with G-d, so despite the Five
Book’s immutable nature (it is, after all,
printed, and has been for more than 500
years), it nevertheless continues to grow
and expand along with our understanding of it. We reveal Torah when we share
its wisdom with others and when we
model Torah-true behavior, and we receive Torah when we learn, study, and
actuate its lessons in our own lives.
No doubt Sinai was a pivotal point in
our development as a people – clearly,
something happened there – but I also
believe that the process of receiving
and transmitting Torah is ongoing: it is
a rolling Revelation, and we still stand
at Sinai. Let us all do our part to assure
that not merely adequate but ultimately transformative Jewish education is
available to our young and to all of us,
as well, to Jews and to seekers of Jewish
wisdom alike.

On the calendar at Ohev Tzedek
Saturday, June 11, 8:30 p.m
Erev Shavuot study session.
At the home of Rabbi Saul and Phyllis Oresky. Please call Ohev Tzedek for
details
Sunday, June 12, 9:45 a.m
Shavuot Yizkor service
The office will be closed on Monday,
June 13 for Shavuot.

Ohev Tzedek Annual Meeting
Wednesday, June 29, at 7 p.m.
Regular Services
Saturdays at 9:45 a.m.
Save the date
July 8-10, Scholar in Residence
Weekend. Nehemia Gordon will be at
Ohev Tzedek for three days. Events to
be announced.

Jesse McClain, the Federation’s Holocaust Educational Specialist, can provide free,
specially designed programs and lectures, including multi-media traveling exhibitions
on local Holocaust survivors. For more information contact Mr. McClain at 330 746-3250
ext. 268 or at JMcClain@jewishyoungstown.org.

* Editor’s note: For the many, many readers
who enjoy Mary Lou’s columns, her insights
and commentary are far from “nonsense.”
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Kiyyum: a new Jewish experience Biblical Poetry
is found throughout the Tanach
for high school juniors and seniors – inPoetry
the psalms, of course, but also, notaI have brought this up before, and I will
again: as a community, we absolutely need
to provide supplementary Jewish education
through high school. Confirmation at the
end of 10th grade should never be a graduation out of but rather a graduation into.
Towards that end, I offer to provide all
Jewish high school juniors and seniors in
the area a program of relevant and, I hope,
stimulating Jewish learning, discussion, and
service. Kiyyum (survival in Hebrew) will
enhance their other studies and help prepare them for the often confusing and always challenging college scene. Needless to
say, this would be an extracurricular activity
that would look great on college applications, as well! Contact me, and we will find a
mutually agreeable time to meet. Also, high
school students are invited to sign up for
any or all of the classes listed below under
Adult Education.

Adult Education

The following classes are proposed for
the summer and early fall. Classes with a
minimum of six registrants will begin in
early June, and participants will decide on a
suitable day and time. Each class is designed
to be approximately 10 sessions, and some
may require a text to be purchased in addition to the registration fee of $50 per class.
Unless otherwise noted, all will be held at
Ohev Tzedek. I am still open to suggestions
for classes not proposed below. All classes
are open to the entire Jewish community.

Jewish Food/Jewish Cooking

This biweekly class will combine the aural and the oral! Early in the week, we will
hear about Jewish foods and the varied
cultures and ethnicities from which they
spring. Then later in the week, we will cook
and sample the dishes in the newly renovated Ohev Tzedek kitchen, leaving some
of the delightful creations for our Shabbat
Kiddush luncheon.

Jewish Composers from Biblical to
Classical to Pop

A treat for the mind and the ears focusing on Jewish composers from King David
to Carole King. We’ll listen to and discuss
their music. Feel free to suggest composers
and musical selections when you register.

The Psalms

There is hardly a more important book
for Jewish prayer and spiritual reflection
than the psalter, the 150 psalms that make
up Sefer Tehilim – the Book of Psalms. Looking at both the English translations and the
Hebrew itself, where possible, we hope to
unlock some of the book’s beauty, pathos,
and wisdom.
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bly, sprinkled throughout the Five Books of
Moses and the Prophets. We will read selections illustrating the types of Biblical poetry
and analyze their language and structure to
understand how these gems of the ancient
world work their magic.

What’s so Funny about being
Jewish? Jewish Comedians

Who doesn’t have a favorite Jewish comedian? Why has comedy been a Jewish occupation for so long? And how could a people with an often-tragic history produce such
a large number of really funny people? We’ll
watch and listen to comedy routines both old
and new and search for common threads.

Saying Kaddish

Using The Kaddish Minyan and several
other excellent sources and classroom discussion, we will explore “the time after” a
loss of a dear one; saying Kaddish can be far
more than a rote exercise – it can be a path
to reconnection with the past, a meaningful activity of the present, and an important
link to the future.

Selected Books of the Prophets:
Joshua and Judges

Read beyond the haftarot! By delving
deeper into some of the prophetic writings,
we’ll begin to access the wisdom of this crucial middle third of the Tanakh. We’ll start
with the first two books that follow the Five
Books: what happened once our ancestors
entered the Land? Why are these two books
so different?
Read beyond the haftarot. By delving
deeper into some of the prophetic writings,
we’ll begin to access the wisdom of this crucial middle third of the Tanakh. We’ll start
with the first two books that follow the Five
Books: what happened once our ancestors
entered the Land? Why are these two books
so different?

The Sh’ma and its Blessings

Using Rabbi Lawrence Hoffman’s excellent volume in the My People’s Prayer Book
series as a guide, we will explore this central
prayer as an entry into exploration of tefilla,
Jewish prayer, as a whole.

Star Shlep: Jews and Judaism
Through the Lens of Short Science
Fiction and Fantasy

Using short stories as the starship, we
will explore the farthest reaches of the galaxy of issues of Jewish identity, survival,
and development. Texts: Wandering Stars
and More Wandering Stars (both edited by
Jack Dann); People of the Book: A Decade of
Jewish Science Fiction & Fantasy (edited by
Swirsky and Wallace); and other sources.
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Federation offerings: a boon to young families

Melissa Bateman has been newly elected
to the Jewish Community Center board and
is a parent representative on the board of
the Commission for Jewish Education and is
actively involved in the Child Development
Center’s PTA.
Ms. Bateman’s remarks were presented
at the YAJF Annual Meeting held May 25.

For those of you who may not me or
my family, I am married to Aaron Hively. We have three children, Tres, Blythe
and Ezra; we are members of Congregation Rodef Sholom; and we live in New
Middletown, Ohio. When Aaron and I
started our family, I worked from home
and had a nanny come to the house
three days a week.
Five years ago when Tres was 2 ½
and Blythe almost a year old, I decided
to go back to the office full time. But to
do that, we had to find a competent and
quality daycare facility. That is when
we discovered the Youngstown Area
Jewish Federation and its agencies. Although neither Aaron nor I grew up
in this community, we were instantly
welcomed with open arms to its enriching environment. During the past five
years, we have formed lasting friendships with many of the young Jewish
families. We consider ourselves to be
very fortunate to call the Youngstown
Area Jewish Community our home.
This community has a vibrant young

C E L E B R AT E
LIFE’S IMPORTANT MOMENTS WITH A MAZEL TOV BOND

MAZEL TOV BOND
A Gift of Mazel Tov Bonds Helps Support Every Aspect
of Israel’s Economy, Allowing for Advances in High-Tech,
Biotechnology and Communications
INVEST IN ISRAEL BONDS · ISRAELBONDS.COM

Development Corporation for Israel/Israel Bonds
23240 Chagrin Blvd., Suite 810 · Beachwood, OH 44122
216.454.0180 · 800.752.5667
cleveland@israelbonds.com

This is not an offering, which can be made only by prospectus. Read the prospectus carefully before investing to fully evaluate the risks associated with investing in Israel bonds. Issues subject
to availability. Member FINRA Photos: Aleksandr Kutsayev, Corbis, Comstock, istockphoto.com
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family community that takes advantage
of the diverse programming offered by
the Youngstown Area Jewish Federation
and its agencies. The best way I can inform you of all of these programs is to
tell you a typical day in the life of the
Hively family.
Our day starts at 5:30 a.m. when our
3-year-old Ezra gets up. The kids have
breakfast, get ready for school and daycare, and then my husband, Aaron and
I, schlep them from our home in New
Middletown to the Youngstown JCC.
We drop our daughters, Tres and
Blythe, off at Akiva Academy, where
Tres is a first grader and Blythe is in kindergarten. Ezra gets dropped off at the
Child Development Center at the JCC;
he is in the two year old room, getting
ready to start preschool. Aaron and I
continue our day with a workout in the
the JCC facilities to get ready for work.
While at work, I don’t worry about my
children’s safety or educational instruction because they are in capable hands.
Plus, there are so many additional programs available to them that there is no
time for boredom.
Ezra, in addition to the regular Child
Development Center curriculum of
gymsters and music class, also gets private swim lessons once a week. Aaron
and I authorize a swim instructor from
the Aquatics Department to take him
from class for his lesson and return him
to class after his lesson.
Tres and Blythe are enrolled in the
Kids Konnection after school program
at the JCC. They get picked up from
Akiva by the Kids Konnection teacher
and do homework, art projects, cooking, and free swim. Two days a week
they also participate in the JCC swim
team and one day a week they do children’s yoga at the JCC.
On days that Akiva is closed, Kids
Konnection is open for all-day care. The
JCC also offers special programing on
those days. My kids have participated
in sip and Shabbat and Sip and Paint,
which are hot chocolate and painting
classes.
All this occurs while I am at work.
I don’t have to leave work to take them
from one program to another because
of the cooperation levels between the
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departments in the JCC and the Federation. I can authorize an instructor to
pick my kids up from Kids Konnection
and take them to a program and then
return the kids back to Kids Konnection
following the program. Without this option, my kids would not get to participate in all the above activities because I
would not be able to leave work or take
the time off to get to all the activities being offered.
Following our work day, my husband
and I pick the kids up from the JCC.
Probably three nights a week we schlep
back home, eat dinner and finish the
night reading PJ Library books. PJ Library, for those of you that don’t know,
is a program funded by the Federation
that sends free Jewish children’s books
to families with children 6 months to 8
years old every month. PJ Library stories help our family talk together about
Jewish values, tradition and culture – all
of which is important to us.
At least one night a week a program
is offered at the JCC or sponsored by
the Federation and/or JCC that either
we want to attend as a family, or Aaron and I want to attend as a couple. A
few programs we have attended in the
last six months have been Youngstown
Celebrates Israel, multiple PJ library
programs, Schilim educational and
cooking programs, Israel Independence
Day Celebration, Young Jewish Adults
Israeli Breakfast for Dinner, Young Jewish Women painting class, Young Jewish
Men poker night, and family pool parties that have been put on by the JCC
Aquatics Department. During many of
the adult programs, free or minimal cost
babysitting is offered to make it easier
for parents to attend.
The above are just some of the programs that are offered. Other programs
we would like to participate in if we
could make more hours in the day are
the guitar lessons, youth exercise, basketball skills, Liz Rubio Studios, and
Baking with Emily.
The above is our typical day, and it
is typical for the active young Jewish
families in Youngstown. The young Jewish families in Youngstown are vibrant
and dedicated to being active in the local Jewish community and we are very
thankful for all the Youngstown Area
Jewish Federation and its agencies offers
to us and our children.
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New director for Levy Gardens

Suzi Solomon Golf Classic on the links, June 13
On Monday, June 13, the Youngstown
Jewish Community Center will once
again host the Suzi Solomon Golf Classic at Squaw Creek Country Club.. This
is the 18th year for the event in memory of one of the JCC’s many generous
friends.
Suzi Solomon was an avid golfer
and skier and an active member of the
Youngstown Jewish Community. As in
past years, through the generosity of
the Suzi Solomon Philanthropic Fund
of the Youngstown Area Jewish Federation, the JCC pays tribute to Suzi by
hosting the Golf Classic.
The upcoming Golf Classic serves as
the primary fundraiser for the JCC and
allows us to continue offering our wonderful programs and services.
The Classic serves as a wonderful
community event, bringing together
top corporate and business leaders with
other friends of the JCC for a fun-filled
day that begins with lunch, 18 holes of
golf, cocktail hour and dinner with an

open bar, plus an exciting live auction
and raffle, including vacations, tickets
to exciting sporting events, and signed
sports memorabilia.
Complimentary refreshments will
be provided on the course throughout
the day, and locker and shower facilities
will be available. For further information, contact Bea at 330 746-3250.
The Honorary Chairmen of the event
are Martin Solomon and Jeff Solomon.
The event chair is Dr. Harriet Schor. Responsibility for the golf tournament is
in the hands of Bruce Tamarkin, while
Tod Newman is the Auction chair.
Mr. Newman and Mr. Tamarkin are
also in charge of the “hole in one” and
other special prizes.
Those who are unable to participate
in the golf tournament are invited to join
the festivities at 6 p.m. for cocktails, appetizers, dinner, and the auction.
Donations may also be sent to the
JCC.

Photo/Jewish Journal

Sara Miller, R.N. enjoys some time with Levy Gardens resident Daniel Malkin. Mr. Malkin
is one of the active residents Ms. Miller describes. He has been volunteering at Heritage
Manor for more than 10 years, giving some 1,500 hours of his time to the skilled-nursing
facility.
When Sara Miller accepted a Mildred Engel nursing scholarship to help
fund her education at Kent State, she
knew the award carried a promise of
working for a year at Heritage Manor.
What she couldn’t know then was that
fulfilling her commitment to Heritage
would change her career direction from
perhaps working as a hospital nurse to
more than eight years at Heritage Manor and now to being the director of Levy
Gardens,
Ms. Miller was no stranger to Heritage. Her mother, Susan Sunderlin, had
been the director of the then-YAJF preschool program, Aleph Bet.
From that awareness to her initial
commitment to Heritage, Ms. Miller
said, “I wound up loving it.”
With long-term care, she said, “You
get to know people. You get to be part
of the family.”
She describes her position at Levy
Gardens as carrying a lot more adminis-
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trative responsibility. “I didn’t think being an R.N. I would do that,” Ms. Miller
said. She’s the one who directs the dayto-day operations, “making sure the
building is running and all parts are
working.
Of the 24 residents of Levy Gardens,
Ms. Miller said, “I’m impressed with
how active and independent they are,
since part of the goal to keep them independent gives them longer life.” She
credits Activities Coordinator Ronna
Marlin for the wide range of programs
the residents enjoy.
In Levy Gardens’ small community,
the residents can get more individualized attention. Ms. Miller said, “They’re
such a nice group. They look out for
each other and interact well.”
The assisted-living Levy Gardens is
an open, faith-based facility sponsored
by the Youngstown Area Jewish Federation, and generously supported by our
local Jewish community.
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Celebrations

Celebrations
Ian Yarwood

Shawn Mallen is graduating from Redondo Union
High School in Redondo
Beach, California where he
graduated in the top 5 percent of his class. He will be
attending the University of
California, Santa Barbara, to pursue a degree
in Biology. Shawn was the
starting goalkeeper for the
Redondo Seahawks and
was an active member of
his high school’s newspaper High Tide. Shawn is
the son of Lora and David
Mallen and the grandson
of Sandy and Gene Mallen.

Adam Redlich, son of Dr. Robert and Lisa
Redlich, grandson of Elizabeth and the
late John Redlich and Carole and Donald
Sherman, graduated with highest honors
from Western Reserve Academy in Hudson,
Ohio on May 29. Adam was selected by WRA
faculty to join the prestigious Cum Laude
Society and was recognized as a National
Merit Commended Scholar. He served as
president of the school’s Technology Club
and was a member of Western Reserve’s
tennis team. Adam will be attending
Northwestern University’s McCormick School
of Engineering in the fall where he will be
studying applied mathematics.

Jon Mallen

Jon Mallen, a sophomore at Redondo
Union High School in Redondo Beach,
California, has been accepted into the
UC San Diego Academic Connections
pre-college program for gifted high
school students.
He will attend a conference being held
on the Island of Hawaii in August. The
program gives students the opportunity to study how the island thrives
ecologically, economically, culturally,
and socially via first- hand research at
locations throughout the island.
Jon is the son of Lora and David Mallen
and the grandson of Sandy and Gene
Mallen.

Ian Yarwood will be called to the Torah on Saturday, June 25,
at Temple Ohev Tzedek in celebration of his Bar Mitzvah.
He is the son of Francie and Ronald Yarwood of Beloit and the
grandson of William and Bonnie York and Ronald and Karen
Yarwood. He has a brother, RJ, and a sister, Carys.
At West Branch Middle School, where he is a straight-A student, Ian participates in soccer, track, band, and jazz band. He
is described as a great kid — fun loving and active.
For his Bar Mitzvah project, Ian has been raising money for
kids who can’t afford to play sports (registration fees or equipment). Half the money stays locally and the other half goes
overseas through “Right to Play,” a global organization.

Gon and Shai Erez

Adam Jay Dunlap and Hilary Jaye Williams of West Hollywood, California are engaged. The groom’s parents
are Sharyn and Charlie Dunlap of Liberty and the bride’s parents are Lynn and Mark Williams of Brentwood,
California. Adam is a network executive at Full Screen, a digital media studio and Hilary is a talent manager
at Digital Brand Architects.

To all fathers —
and grandfathers —
and great-grandfathers.

Shlichim Gon and Shai Erez are celebrating their first wedding anniversary on June 24. They
were married at a synagogue is Cesaerea shortly before coming to Youngstown.

Available for weddings, graduation parties,
and Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
Full service catering for brunches and
dinners. Kosher and non-kosher

For all your special occasions

BY KRAVITZ

Authorized caterer for the DD Davis Center,
Jewish Community Center; Stambaugh Auditorium,
Tyler Historical Center; Temples El Emeth, Ohev Tzedek and Rodef Shalom.

Edward’s Florist

911 Elm Street
Youngstown, Ohio, 44505
330-744-4387
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Adam Jay Dunlap and Hilary Jaye Williams

Shawn Mallen

Adam Redlich

3135 Belmont Avenue, Liberty Township • 330-759-7889
Poland Library • 330-757-2330
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Jewish Community Center
ADULT
PROGRAMMING
For more information, contact: Darlene Muller 330746-3250 Ext. 106 Or Dmuller@Jccyoungstown.org.

The PHANTOM of the OPERA
Critics are raving that this
breathtaking production is
“bigger and better than ever
before.” The beloved story
and thrilling score with songs
like “Music of the Night,” “All
I Ask of You,” and “Masquerade” is performed by a cast
and orchestra of 52, making
this Phantom one of the largest productions now on
tour. Price includes seating, transportation and tip
for the bus driver.
Dinner on your own.
Date: Thursday, July 7 | Cleveland, OH
Leave JCC: 5:00 p.m. | Return: 11:30 .m.
Orchestra: $85/Member $95/Non Member
Dress Circle: $115/Member $130/Non Member

Kinky Boots

Back by popular demand, the
smash-hit “Kinky Boots,” returns to Playhouse Square for
one week only. Winner of six
Tony® Awards including Best
Musical, this inspirational story
follows a struggling shoe factory owner who works to turn his business around
with help from Lola, a fabulous entertainer in need
of some sturdy stilettos. Together, this unlikely pair
finds that they have more in common than they ever
dreamed possible. Price includes orchestra seat,
transportation, and tip for bus driver. Dinner on
your own.
Date: Sunday, August 28, 2016 | Cleveland, OH
Leave JCC: 2:30 p.m. | Return: 10:30 p.m.
$75/Member $85/Non Member

Movie and Lunch Bunch
WOMAN IN GOLD
“Woman In Gold” is the remarkable true story of
one woman’s journey to reclaim her heritage and
seek justice for what happened to her family. Sixty
years after she fled Vienna during World War II, an
elderly Jewish woman, Maria Altmann, starts her
journey to retrieve family possessions seized by the
Nazis. Together with her inexperienced but plucky
young lawyer, she embarks upon a major battle
which takes them all the way to the heart of the
Austrian establishment and the U.S. Supreme Court,
and forces her to confront difficult truths about the
past along the way. Price includes movie and light
lunch.
Date: Thursday, June 16,
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Jewish Community Center
Time: Noon-2:00 p.m. | Location: Multi-Purpose
Room
$5/Member $7/Non Member | $10 after June 14

Sip and Paint

“You are a sip away from a Masterpiece!” Once
you walk in the door the party will begin. An easel,
paint, canvas, aprons, snacks, wine and an instructor will be provided. No experience is required.
Our local experienced and enthusiastic artist will be
giving easy step-by-step instructions for everyone to
follow. You’ll leave with a one-of-a kind piece of art
ready to display. Price includes art supplies, wine
and cheese. We’re offering two parties. Join us for
both!
Dates: Monday, June 6, & Monday, August 29
Time: 6:00-8:30 p.m.
Location: Multi-Purpose Room
$30/Member $35/Non Member

Steel Magnolias
At Truvy’s beauty shop, the women are all sass and
brass. Through a cloud of hairspray and over the
buzz of blow dryers, six southern spitfires gather each week
to gossip and support each
other through thick and thin.
But those bonds are about to
be tested when M’Lynn and her daughter Shelby
face a life-changing event. Infused with heart and
humor, “Steel Magnolias” is a hilarious story of love,
loss, and enduring friendship. Price includes orchestra seat, transportation, and tip for bus driver. Dinner on your own.
Date: Sunday, August 21 | Cleveland, OH
Leave JCC: 11:00 a.m. | Return: 7:30 p.m.
$75/Member $85/Non Member

trapeze and acrobatics from
circus professionals. Then end
the week with performances
for your family and friends!
Visit circusofthekids.com to
learn more.

which will be performed for the public on Saturday,
July 16 at 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. See the Camp
JCC guide for details.

Drama Therapy (Ages 5-Adult)

Advanced Specialty Camps
Older campers can choose
from Broadway 360 with Liz Rubino, Website Design & Development and Newscaster Camp!
Register online today at jccyoungstown.org

SHLICHIM

Jr. Voice Lessons (Ages 5-8)

For more on Shlichim programming, contact Gon
Erez: 330-746-3250 ext. 195 or
gerez@jewishyoungstown.org

Living Room Lecture
This is a great opportunity to learn more about Israel. Gon and Shay, our Israeli Shlichim will come
to your home and deliver a lecture on a variety of
Israeli topics. You provide the space, Gon and Shay
will bring their wealth of knowledge about Israel.
Minimum participants: 4 Adults

Free event: A Taste of Israel —
An in-home cooking lesson

Want to learn how to make traditional Israeli food in
your own home? Gon and Shay, our Israeli Shlichim
will teach you how to make a delicious Israeli meal
in your own kitchen. They will provide all the ingredients needed and even wash the dishes!
Cost: $15 per person
Minimum participants: 4 Adults

YOUTH
PROGRAMMING

To schedule your cooking lesson or lecture contact:
Gon Erez 330.746.3250 ext. 159 or gerez@jewishyoungstown.org

For more on Youth Programming, contact Emily Collins 330-746-3250 Ext. 152 or
Ecollins@Jccyoungstown.org

LIZ RUBINO
STUDIOS AT THE JCC

Camp JCC registration now open
Camp JCC provides quality care and experiences
to the greater Youngstown community and 2016
is set to be another stellar summer. Housed at the
JCC of Youngstown, we provide our campers with a
safe, fun environment to build lifelong friendships
through unforgettable adventures. Camp JCC is designed for campers of all ages and interests, regardless of ethnic and religious background.
And returning again for another amazing summer.
CIRCUS OF THE KIDS!
We want YOU to join the circus at Camp JCC!
June 26 – July 1
You won’t find another camp like this anywhere in
the Youngstown area! Learn amazing skills such as
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Drama therapy is an active, experiential approach to
facilitating change. Through storytelling, projective
play, purposeful improvisation, and performance,
participants are invited to rehearse desired behaviors, practice being in relationship, expand and
find flexibility between life roles, and perform the
change they wish to be and see in the world.
55-minute sessions
$55/Member $65/Non Member

For more information on
the Studio offerings contact: Liz Rubino 330-7463250 ext. 187 or
lrubino@jccyoungstown.
org

LRS Broadway 360 at Camp JCC
The Little Mermaid, Jr (Ages 9-17)

Advanced specialty camp for youth who love to
sing, dance and act! This full circle experience
teaches group building, the casting process, theatre
specialties like costume design, vocal production
and dance forms. We’ll also rehearse for the hit Disney on Broadway musical, The Little Mermaid Jr.,
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Introduction to voice for youth is taught by qualified
LRS teaching apprentices. Liz Rubino is available for
an additional fee upon request.
30-minute sessions
$20/Member $30/Non Member
For more information on Fitness and Personal Training, contact Keith Harry 330-746-3250 ext. 182 or
kharry@jccyoungstown.org.

Performances
Broadway & Beyond
Liz Rubino Studio student vocalists will present their
12th Annual Broadway & Beyond concert at the
JCC. Join these hard working youth as they present
song and dance from Broadway to the Beatles and
back again!
Date: Saturday, June 18
Time: Doors open: 6:30 p.m.|Performance: 7:30
p.m.
Suggested donation $10 at the door.
Light refreshments available for purchase.

Class Offerings
Hip-Hop! (Ages 7-12)
Enjoy the fundamentals and specialty moves of hiphop and breakdance in a high energy, fun, athletic
environment with awesome beats and a fabulous
instructor! Also, for those 13 and older check out
our adult hip-hop class one hour before with LRS
and Group X!
Dates: Saturdays, Six-Week-Class, Begins June 25
Time: 11:00-11:55 a.m.
$35/Member $50/Non Member or Drop-In Rate
$10 | Minimum 5

FITNESS
For more information on Fitness and Personal Training, contact Keith Harry 330-746-3250 ext. 182 or
kharry@jccyoungstown.org.
Get fit fast with Personal Training at the JCC!
Personal Training Benefits
• Personalized safe and effective fitness programs
• Achieve goals in a short time period
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• Improve muscle coordination, strength, endurance, and flexibility
Personal Training sessions now include weighted
rope training, suspension training and battle rope
training.

Personal Training Special Pricing

First time training clients are now eligible for a one
time offer at a great price. Clients will receive three,
30-minute Personal Training Sessions for just $50.
Contact the Fitness Office for details.

GROUP EXERCISE
For more on Group Fitness, contact Shelia Cornell,
groupx@jccyoungstown.org or
330-746-3250 ext. 184

New Group Exercise Class!
Total Body FitnessJoin this class each week for strength, flexibility, balance, cardio and endurance. We will focus on a
specific muscle group each week. Come and challenge yourself to the next level.
Date: Tues/Thurs
Time: 4:30 p.m.

month. (May 25 for June classes)
Classes are closed when we reach 12 participants
Once lessons reach their maximum each month, a
waitlist for additional classes will be taken. Please
register early.
$25/Member $40 Non Member | Min: 3, Max 4-6
(depending on level)

Private Swim Lessons

Private swim lessons provide the greatest flexibility
among lesson options. The one-on-one attention
provided through these lessons creates a personalized setting for learning. Private lessons are great
for swimmers of any age from the rookie swimmer
trying to learn the basics to the seasoned swimmer
looking to improve their skills. Private lessons are
also great for adults who want to learn-to-swim or
even triathletes looking to improve their skills.
1:1 student/teacher ratio
4 lessons @ 30 minutes
$99/Member | $110/Non Member

New Time!
SilverSneakers Classic
Have fun and move to the music through a variety
of exercises designed to increase muscular strength,
range of motion and activity for daily living skills.
Hand-held weights, elastic tubing with handles and
a ball are all offered for resistance. A chair is used
for seated and/or standing support.
Date: Mon/Wed
Time: 9:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Date: Tuesday *NEW*
Time: 5:30 p.m.

AQUATICS
For more information on Aquatics, contact Caroline
McDermott, 330-746-3250 ext. 112 or aquatics@
jccyoungstown.org

You & Me Baby

This is a monthly class where parents assist their
children in the water. Children will learn how to
float on their backs and stomachs and will improve
their motor skills.

Learn-to-Swim

Classes are taught by
trained Learn-to-Swim InstrucAQUATICS
tors. The JCC Aquatics department offers swim lessons throughout the year in private and small group
settings.
Learn-to-Swim ages 3 & up
The deadline to register is the 25th of the previous
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P.A.L.S. – Persons with Autism who love
to swim
Private Swim Lessons
The JCC is proud to offer free swim lessons that are
especially geared towards persons on the autism
spectrum.
Our instructors have gone through special training in order ensure they are more than capable of
teaching children with autism. Instructors will be
using advanced techniques to connect with and aid
autistic children during lessons.
Those wishing to enroll in the JCC P.A.L.S. program
must apply to be on the waiting list by visiting our
website at www.jccyoungstown.org and finding the
PALS program under the aquatics tab.
Family Swims
Once each quarter we will have a family swim free
for those who have a family member on the autism
spectrum.
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In Memoriam
2016 Suzi Kooperman Youth Leadership Award — Alec Kan Heritage Manor’s 50th Anniversary Program for the Sara &
Marvin Itts Award – Linda Sniderman, Marilyn Sniderman

Joyce Garver Keller
Joyce Garver Keller,
the longtime executive director of Ohio’s
Jewish community
relations council,
who helped establish
a state Holocaust
memorial, has died
at 68.
On Monday morning, May 2, less
than two weeks before she was scheduled to be honored at a Jewish Council
for Public Affairs event in Cleveland,
Keller died at her home in suburban
Columbus. No cause of death was reported.
Joyce retired in 2015 after 25 years
in the position of executive director of
Ohio Jewish Communities,
During her time at OJC, Joyce
worked on a broad agenda of Jewish
issues and was fond of saying: “Israel
is number one, but not the only one on
our Jewish Agenda.” She also worked
on issues involving long term care and
support for the elderly; healthcare,
including Medicaid & Medicare and
Holocaust education, the creation of
a Holocaust & Liberators Memorial,
which was dedicated in 2014 on the
Ohio Statehouse lawn.
During her tenure with the agency,
she helped secure tens of millions of
dollars in state and federal funds for
Jewish agencies in Ohio.
In 1990, Joyce was honored by
Ohio’s Secretary of State, now U. S.
Senator Sherrod Brown, with the
“Keeper of the Flame Award,” for outstanding dedication to the democratic
process, on the anniversary of passage
of the 19th Amendment to the US
Constitution (women’s vote).
Joyce was also honored by Jewish
Family Services of Columbus with
its Janice Ballas Community Service
Award; Girl Scouts of Ohio’s Heartland recognized her as an outstanding
volunteer and the Columbus JCC New
Americans Program honored her for
her work on behalf of Russian Refugee
community.
Joyce received the “Good Government Award” from the Franklin Coun-
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ty Consortium on Good Government
and she received the Jack and Eleanor
Ressler Life with Dignity Award from
Wexner Heritage Village.
Last year she was honored by the
Columbus chapter of Hadassah at
their Miriam’s Cup Luncheon. She
was recently honored by Israel Bonds
with the Israel68 award. She served as
president of the National Association
of Jewish Community Government
Affairs Directors and was recognized
by her colleagues with an Excellence
in Community Service Award.
She sat on the Ohio FEMA Advisory Board and the Jewish Federations of
North America’s national Health and
Long-Term Care Policy Workgroup,
where she served for two years as cochair. Further, Joyce served as a volunteer on the Jewish Needs Endowment
Fund of the Columbus Jewish Foundation and the Board of The Cancer Support Community/Columbus.
She was a member of the Board of
the Capitol Square Foundation and her
name appears on a permanent plaque
in the Statehouse Map Room. Joyce
was a Life Member of NCJW, Hadassah and ORT America.
Keller also worked behind the
scenes to bring the Ohio Holocaust
and Liberators Memorial at the Ohio
Statehouse to fruition. Designed by
architect Daniel Libeskind, the $2.1
million memorial was unveiled in June
2014. Keller raised private donations
for the memorial and helped advance
the project, the Columbus Dispatch reported.
In a statement provided to the Dispatch, Ohio Gov. John Kasich called
Keller’s death “a deep personal loss for
me and for so many others in Ohio
who valued her friendship and have
long admired her leadership.”
“I will forever be grateful for her essential role in helping make the Ohio
Holocaust and Liberators Memorial
a reality,” said Kasich, a Republican
presidential candidate. “Her dedication to the Jewish community, as well
as her understanding of the importance of leading lives of commitment

to values larger than ourselves, is a
model for us all.”
Mitchell Levine, Keller’s rabbi at
Congregation Agudas Achim in Columbus, told the Cleveland Jewish
News that Keller “had a lot of spirit and
a lot of energy, so it’s a huge shock, and
her loss will be felt in virtually every
corner of Ohio.”
Howie Beigelman, Keller’s successor at Ohio Jewish Communities, told
the Jewish News: “She was a mentor
to so many people in and out of Ohio
in the community advocacy field, and
a guide to so many public officials in
understanding our community and
working with our community. Every-

thing we do each day is based on the
foundation she laid.”
Preceded in death by her fathers,
Sanford Landis and John Garver and
mother, Zelda Garver. She is survived
by her husband, Steven Keller; son and
daughter-in-law, Stuart Keller and Michelle Dubrow; grandsons, Izadore,
Harry and Simon Keller; sister, Holly
Beth Garver; brother-in-law, Donald
(Gail) Keller and sister-in-law, Barbara
(Mark) Waters.
The funeral took place on Wednesday, May 4, at Congregation Agudas
Achim. In lieu of flowers, donations
are preferred to the charity of donor’s
choice.

Calvin Routh
SARASOTA, FLA. – Calvin
Routh, a native of Youngstown,
passed away on May 1, 2016, at the
age of 93, in Sarasota, where he had
lived since 1998.
Mr. Routh was a graduate of The
Rayen School and the University
of Wisconsin-Madison, and was a
member of the Rodef Sholom and El
Emeth congregations in Youngstown.
He served as a first lieutenant/
bombardier in the U.S. Army Air
Force in the Pacific during World
War II with the 768th squadron.
Mr. Routh owned several notable
businesses in the Youngstown area,
including the Varsity Shop, a men’s
clothing store, and The Routh Company, commercial real estate brokers.
He was dedicated to helping those
in need and supported many charities throughout his life. A strong sup-
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By Alan Mirkin
porter of human and civil rights, he
was a longtime member of the American Civil Liberties Union and served
as president of the Youngstown chapter of the ACLU in the 1980s.
Mr. Routh was preceded in death
by his wife, Joyce Livingston Routh,
in 1995.
He is survived by his brother, Sanford Routh of Cary, N.C.; his son,
Clifford Routh of Alexandria, Va.;
his daughters, Margaret Nathan of
Minneapolis and Jane Le of Denver;
six grandchildren; and his longtime
companion, Jean Freeman, also a native of Youngstown.
In memoriam donations may be
made to St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital.
Arrangements were handled by
All Veterans-All Families Funerals &
Cremations.

The Youngstown Area Jewish Federation, on behalf of the Mirkin family,
is pleased to announce the 2016 recipient of the Suzi Kooperman Youth Leadership Award. Established in 1979, this
award spotlights graduating seniors
whose sustained leadership in Jewish
organizations honors the memory of
Suzi Kooperman, a former Federation
employee.
We are proud to announce the recipient of this year’s award, Alexander Kan,
son of Michael and Yevgenuya Kan.
Alec will be graduating from Canfield High School this month and he
will be studying mathematics at the
University of Pittsburgh in the fall. Alec
is a very personable and bright young
man who has been a very active member in our local Jewish community. He
is the current president (Godol) of our
Youngstown AZA Chapter, Siggy, and
he has been a consistent volunteer at
several JCC and Federation events including the annual JCC Purim Carnival,
BBYO programs both in Youngstown
and in the surrounding areas, and most

Time is running out for the Rodef Sholom family history

The deadline for submitting family histories to the Rodef Sholom book
deadline was May 31, but it has been
extended to June 30. Please send your

June 2016
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recently as a student speaker representing the Federation at a Martin Luther King ecumenical at a local Baptist
Church. He also had the opportunity to
represent Youngstown, alongside several other local teens, when he traveled
to Israel last summer on a BBYO group
trip that was graciously funded by the
Youngstown Area Jewish Federation.
In addition to his Jewish involvement, Alec is an extremely active student who, as his school counselor said, “
is the best that Canfield High School has
to offer.” Alec’s passions include politics
and mathematics so it is no surprise that
he was president of the Canfield Speech
and Debate Team and a National Merit
Scholar who challenged himself by taking eight out of eleven AP courses offered
in school and then chose to take two AP
courses through his own self-study. If
that wasn’t enough, he also decided to
take Calculus 3 at YSU this year. Along
with his rigorous academic schedule,
he served as the Junior Class President,
played on the varsity tennis team since
his freshman year, was the captain of the
Academic Challenge (Quiz Bowl) team,
was a four-year member of the school
band, and was an organizer of the 2015
Step Out Walk for Diabetes. There is so
much more on his resume, but as you
probably all realize by now, to say Alec
is a motivated and accomplished young
man is quite the understatement.
We are very fortunate to have such a
gifted, kind, and dedicated member of
the Youngstown community. His drive
and determination will without a doubt
help him accomplish great things and
achieve any goal he sets his mind to. The
future is very bright for Alec Kan. In addition to this beautiful plaque, Alec will
be receiving an Israel bond courtesy of
the Mirkin family. It is my honor and
privilege to present to you the recipient of the 2016 Suzi Kooperman Youth
Leadership Award, Alexander Kan.

Linda Sniderman and Marilyn
Sniderman served as co-chairs of Heritage Manor’s 50th Anniversary celebration events along with their committee,
and put together two tremendous programs for the residents, families, volunteers, past and current employees, and
community. March 8, 2015 marked the
actual date of Heritage Manor’s 50th
anniversary with a commemorative
celebration in the multi-purpose room
of the Home. Close to 200 people participated in the event culminating with
a performance by “Music at Madison.”
On Sunday, May 31, 2015, a community event was held at the Jewish Community Center with a gala celebration
acknowledging Heritage Manor’s 50th

family history and a family picture to
msnide4144@aol.com or call Marilyn
and Stephen Sniderman at 330-7597151. You can handwrite it or even
print it and send it to us at 2477 Barth
Drive, Youngstown, OH 44505 if you

don’t have a computer. Tell us your story. Maybe it goes back to the beginning
of Rodef Sholom, or maybe you are the
first in your family to join. Maybe you
were a member of Temple Beth Israel
and now are a member of Rodef Sho-

By Marilyn Oyer
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Anniversary year. Well over 200 people
attended this celebration, and a special
50th Anniversary video was showcased
that evening.
All of the above was made possible
by Linda, Marilyn, and their committee,
whose creativity and attention to detail
blended beautifully to create these exciting and memorable moments in the history of Heritage Manor. The events gave
credence to the commandment “Honor
thy Father and thy Mother,” which was
steeped in Jewish tradition and values
embraced with compassion, respect,
and dignity for the 2,000 residents who
have lived, and live at Heritage Manor.
Note: Linda Sniderman was unable to
attend the Annual Meeting so is not photographed her.

lom. Maybe you are an associate member and just joined to support the temple. Maybe you no longer live in Ohio
but still maintain your membership.
Whatever your situation, we want to
hear from you.
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Rachel Lipkin

Rachel Lipkin, daughter of Hilari and Andy
Lipkin graduated on May 8 from the John
Glenn College of Public Affairs at The Ohio
State University with a Masters Degree in
Public Administration.
She holds Bachelor of Arts in Political
Science, also from Ohio State, awarded in
December 2012.
On May 31 she will be starting a new position as the Women’s Philanthropy Director
at the Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh.
She was a recipient of the Jewish Federations of North America FEREP Scholarship,
served as the vice president of programming, fundraising chair,of Alpha
Epsilon Phi Sorority, She was the president
of the Jewish Business Students Association,
and a Campus Entrepreneur Intern, for Hillel
at The Ohio State University.
Prior to returning to graduate school, Ms.
Lipkin worked for the Jewish Community of
Louisville, KY, first as middle school director,
then as assistant camp director and finally
as Jewish programming director.
In these capacities, she designed and
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Zachary Daniel Cohn

Zachary Daniel Cohn, son of Mitchell and
Ilona Cohn, and grandson of Harris and
Sheryl Roth and g randson of Ed and Elayne
Cohn (deceased) graduated from Case
Western Reserve University with a B.S. in
Business Management from the Weatherhead School of Business with a focus
on Organizational Behavior and minor in
Political Science.
While at Case, he participated in intramural basketball and softball, programmed
a radio show at 91.1 WRUW (CWRU radio
station) and was as assistant speech and
debate coach for Solon High School
He will be working at Amazon in Columbus,
Ohio.
implemented B’nai Tzedek, a middle school
philanthropy program benefiting area
organizations specializing in special needs
and education. In addition, she developed
a holocaust documentary with Jewish and
Christian teens to memorialize the stories of
local Holocaust Survivors.
Further, Rachel provided direction and
support for ongoing integration of Jewish
content and values in all JCL departments.

Esther Marks Memorial Volunteer
Service Award for Sam Roth (cont’d from p. 6)
eral communities.
Her passion for her community
moved our family to create the Esther
Marks Volunteer Service Award, both
to encourage others to follow in her
footsteps, and to honor those who have
done so.
Tikun Olam and tzedakah, Jewish
concepts of making the world a better
place and righteous deeds, are a part of
every day for Sam D. Roth
Sam remembers driving with Esther
to Kent State Hillel advisory committee
meetings. Hillel was and is an important
part of Sam’s life — he was president of
Hillel at Ohio University.
After Sam and Terry returned to
Youngstown to work in the family business, Sam became a B’nai B’rith AZA
advisor. My husband, Harold, who was
president of Sigmund Nisenson AZA
169 when Sam was the advisor, and he
credits Sam with shaping him and his
AZA brothers into the successful leaders and professional men they are today.
Temple El Emeth is also important
in Sam’s life. He is a long time board
member and past president as well as
serving as chairman of the nominating
and endowment committees.
We are honored that Sam has been
an active leader with the Youngstown
Area Jewish Federation and its agencies,
serving as JCC president, Philanthropic
Planning Board president, Federation
Executive Committee member, Annual Campaign chair for three years,
Fed/JCC cash collections committee
chair, 2002-05 Strategic Planning committee member, solicitor for the Annual Campaign for 45 years, Shabbat

and High Holiday services leader at
Heritage Manor. He and Terry chaired
many campaign kick-off events at their
Youngstown home and hosted the first
Hometown Reunion in Sarasota in
2003.
Sam participated in two Israel missions and as the campaign chair went to
Moldova and Israel with Sam Kooperman.
Esther’s legacy reached into the general community as does Sam’s.
He was a United Way solicitor in
the 1980s and ‘90s. He has volunteered
with Trumbull Mobile Meals. And he is
a longtime supporter of SCORE where
he is a management counselor and more
recently its fundraising chair.
Professionally, he was member of
the local Builders Association where
he was on the labor negotiation committee.
Certainly, his actions and volunteerism show he is most worthy of this
award. Sam and Terry’s legacy is their
passion to pass down the tradition of
tikkun olam to their children and grandchildren. This is a quality which we all
can learn by their actions. All three generations of the family meet to discuss
tzedakah and what charitable organizations, both Jewish and non-Jewish, are
important to making the world a better
place. This inter-generational dialogue
teaches the obligation to do good for
those who are not as fortunate.
We are fortunate that Sam is a part
of our community and our Federation.
Esther would have been very proud
of the activism and leadership he has
exhibited his entire life.

The Jewish Journal congratulates all those who celebrations are
featured in this month’s Jewish Journal. The stories and photographs
were submitted by the families of the featured young people. Any
individuals, parents, or grandparents who whould like to see a notification of their celebration in a future issue should send stories and
phorographs to journal@jewishyoungstown.org.
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