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Commentary
Musings with Mary Lou

Thinking Healthy
By Mary Lou Finesilver

I realize it is already
March and I am a little
late thinking about
changing my diet and
exercising (ugh) for
better health. I have no
idea how many times
I have been down this
road, and it never gets easier. I think my
young age may be a deterrent. I probably
have lost over 200 pounds in the last 60
years, and that sounds ridiculous to me.
Somehow those pounds never want to
stay off.
I joined Weight Watchers in 2001 and
lost enough to become a lifetime member. I remained fairly static until I had to
have another hip surgery. Somehow the

scale, nasty thing, went up and I couldn’t
get it down again. So I had to give up my
job as a WW receptionist, which was a
sad day indeed.
About a year ago, or less, I decided
that the best exercise I could do was
walk. So I started out slow, walking about
5 minutes every day. Then I got ambitious
and decided I could walk with the Leslie
Sansone’s “Walk off the pounds” tapes.
I picked the one that was walk a mile in
15 minutes. So I started adding 5 minutes
every week or so until I actually walked
the mile. I was proud of myself, but also
just a little apprehensive because when
I finished I didn’t think I would ever be
able to breathe right again.
I did keep that up for a while, but as
things go, something happened. I got sick
or injured myself—always something. Of
course, that was the end of that exercise.
Too bad, but really I always worried that
I would actually survive to exercise again.
So of course, I never got back into the

These Jewish Women Say Celebrating
Purim in the #MeToo Era is Different

By Josefin Dolsten
NEW YORK (JTA) — When Meredith
Jacobs was taught the Purim story as a little girl in the 1970s and ‘80s, Esther was
made out to be its heroine, while Queen
Vashti was its “evil queen.” According to
the Book of Esther, Vashti was banished
by her husband, the Persian King Ahasuerus, for refusing his order to display
herself wearing her crown in front of his
male guests. A body of traditional commentary depicts Vashti as disobedient
and a fraud.
As an adult, Jacobs started to reject
that interpretation. Vashti, she realized,
was standing up for herself in disobeying
her husband’s command to expose herself to his guests. (The king’s request is
often interpreted to mean that he asked
Vashti to come out wearing nothing but
her crown.) This year, Jacobs said, the
new interpretation feels even more relevant to her.
“It resonates more powerfully through
the voice it’s been given through the
#MeToo movement and the Time’s Up
movement,” Jacobs, vice president of
communications and marketing at Jewish Women International, told JTA.
Jacobs helped organize JWI’s #IAmVashti campaign urging people to share
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their thoughts on the Purim narrative
on social media. She said she doesn’t
think the campaign, which launched this
month, would have worked prior to this
year.
“I think #MeToo and Time’s Up created a way for women to have a conversation and a platform in a huge way and
empowered them,” she said.
Themes relating to gender are especially relevant this Purim, female rabbis
and community leaders told JTA. The
holiday, which begins on Feb. 28, comes
as sexual harassment and assault allegations against high-profile men continue
to emerge months after dozens of women
accused Hollywood mogul Harvey Weinstein of sexual misconduct.
The carnival-like holiday is based on
Megillat Esther, the Book of Esther, which
describes how the Jewish queen Esther
used her influence in Ahasuerus’ harem
to avert a slaughter of his Jewish subjects.
In recent years there has been a slew of
feminist interpretations both rehabilitating Vashti and pondering the tensions
between Esther’s subservient role in the
king’s household and the power she asserts as his queen.
“I’ve always thought of Purim as a bit
of a feminist holiday in that there was

swing, and now I’m trying to walk as an
exercise again. Of course, with any senior
(and I admit it, I am a senior), walking is
not a problem. We do that a lot just living
day to day.
I’m sure you have heard the stories:
for example, washing clothes. Time to
put the clothes in the dryer, what could
be easier? However, on the way to the
dryer I realize that the living room is a
mess and I need to pick up some of the
stuff lying around; and I find a bracelet
that was lost, and I had to put it back
in the bedroom; then back to the living
room and I find old magazines from 2005
that need to be recycled, so on to the recycle bin with them; of course I have to go
through the kitchen and find dishes need
to be loaded into the dishwasher; then
back to the living room to arrange the
pillows nice and find one needs mended
because the dogs use them as hostage for
their treats; so off to find the needles and
thread, and also find mending that was

done and needed to be put away.
By this time I can’t remember why this
whole scenario took place, so I decided to
make myself lunch. I went to get a dish
towel and remembered that I need to put
the clothes into the dryer. So you see I
already did 5 thousand steps all without
a beautiful FitBit bracelet to keep me on
track.
As far as dieting (I dislike that word intensely), I have decided to do my version
of low carbs. So far seems to be working
a little. I’m not in a hurry; just take it day
by day and pound by pound.
Now the JCC is sponsoring a Weight
Loss challenge. It’s a wonderful program
because people can utilize the center fitness facility for exercise. I didn’t join—
too healthy for me. I think I will just plod
along as I am now, and hopefully my little
bit of effort will meet with some success.
Until we talk again, be well and safe. Enjoy the moment that’s what is important.

always strong female role models in this
particular narrative, but it is especially
striking this year as we’ve watched the
#MeToo movement just explode, that
there is such a precise parallel right here
in our own Bible,” said Rabbi Leora Frankel at the Community Synagogue of Rye,
a Reform congregation in suburban New
York City’s Westchester County.
Together with the synagogue’s cantor,
Melanie Cooperman, Frankel is organiz-

How can we celebrate their courage
and draw inspiration from their story?”
Frankel recalled asking herself when she
came up with the idea for the event.
Rabbi Denise Handlarski at Oraynu, a
Humanistic Jewish synagogue in Toronto,
said the themes relevant to #MeToo have
always been in the back of her mind while
reading the Purim narrative.
“If you read Megillah, it’s quite clear
that Vashti was victimized in all kind of
ways, and much like we see with some
of the things that have been happening recently,” she said. “But we have also
seen throughout history, when a woman
stands up for herself, there are unfavorable consequences.”
Although Esther is able to attain a position of power, she is still limited by the
fact that she is a woman, Handlarski said.
“She is able to capitalize on her position, but her position is not particularly
full of great choices,” she said. “She uses
her femininity to help her people in story,
but she has to use her femininity because
that’s the only location of power for her.”
While these themes are not new to
Handlarski, she said the #MeToo movement may prompt those who have not
previously shared her perspective to do
so.
“It’s a challenge to rabbis who don’t
always seek the perspective of women in

ing a women’s event highlighting women’s voices from the Purim story in a skit.
The “Megillah Monologues,” named after
the feminist playwright Eve Ensler’s acclaimed “Vagina Monologues,” will take
place Feb. 25 and is being framed as a
way to promote discussion about gender
and celebrate Purim in the wake of the
#MeToo movement.
“How can we lift up both Vashti and
Esther as role models of women today?
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Ohev Tzedek
Rabbi’s Message

Rabbi Dario Hunter, Ohev Tzedek

Making Yourself
Count

Parshah Ki Tisa,
which we will read on
the Shabbat of March
3rd this year, includes
the following instruction from Hashem:
“When you take the sum of the children
of Israel according to their numbers, let
each one give to the Lord an atonement
for his soul when they are counted; then
there will be no plague among them when
they are counted.” The “atonement” to
be given by each person is a half-shekel.
Through the giving of this amount, an indirect census was achieved, allowing the
counting of the people through their contributions.
This process raises a number of questions. For instance, why couldn’t B’nai
Yisrael simply be counted directly? And
why is the contribution amount a halfshekel?
At the heart of the prohibition on
counting Jews is the aversion to separating Jews out as individuals rather than as
parts of a whole, a peoplehood. The Panim Yafot explains this as a means of protection, noting that when Jews are united
they are more connected to Hashem and
an attempt to isolate them by counting
them individually exposes them to peril. Ki Tisa directly refers to the risk of a
plague through counting.
Therefore a number of indirect means
of counting Jews have developed to preserve their protection. King Saul counted
his soldiers by asking each to bring a goat
and then counting the number of goats
received. When King David counted Jews
directly, the aforementioned risk of a
plague became a tragic reality.

Another persuasive explanation is that
numbers don’t genuinely convey strength
– certainly not in a spiritual sense. As
such, counting the Jewish people – a comparatively small nation in number – may
yield a despair and disappointment that
belies the collective spiritual strength
and connection we have as a people to
Hashem. In understanding this we can
better understand the spiritual (if not
numerically factual) accuracy of the following words from Hosea 2:1: “And the
number of children of Israel shall be as
the sand of the sea, which shall neither
be measured nor counted.”
This sense of a spiritually undivided
whole bears a consistent connection to
the half-shekel contribution in the indirect census. No single person is deemed
a separate whole, apart from his or her
connection to Jewish peoplehood. In the
effort to join with others and thereby
strengthen the connection to Hashem, we
become a part of a whole. Likewise, no
person was allowed to contribute a different amount. The rich were to give no
more; the poor were to give no less. This
illustrates the equality of all persons in
their capacity for commitment and connection to G-d. Whether or not they have
the ability to give more or less in economic value, their souls have equal value.
Jews are not to be numerically counted, but each and every one of us can make
ourselves ‘count.’ Engaging in the task of
building and maintaining our community,
participating in the effort to collectively
change the world for the better and committing ourselves to the communal effort
towards charity transforms the individual into something greater than himself
or herself. It develops a spiritual strength
that mere numbers cannot convey. May
Hashem give you the inspiration to serve
Him and humanity as a whole through
your spirited service to the community.

Adult Education – Winter 2018
Some classes may require a text to be
purchased in addition to the registration
fee. Unless otherwise noted, all classes will
be held at Ohev Tzedek. All of the classes
are open to the entire Jewish community.
Mussar — The study of Mussar is a
Jewish ethical, educational practice that
studies personal character traits (middot), such as humility, patience, anger,
and jealousy, and their relationship to living a meaningful life. Its goal is to align
individual actions and intentions with
Jewish values. Mussar class is reconvening under the leadership of Rabbi Dario
and will continue to meet on Mondays at
1:30 pm.
While this class has been ongoing for
some time, our study is at a point where
we will revisit each of the middot; there
is still time to join the class if you have
been wondering but worried about join-

ing mid-class.
Birkhot Hashachar — Using Rabbi
Lawrence Hoffman’s excellent volume in
the My People’s Prayer Book series as a
guide, we will explore these traditional
morning prayers to discuss tefilla, Jewish prayer, as a whole, and how Jews have
ever understood our ongoing, evolving
relationship with G-d. This class will continue to meet on Wednesdays at 2:30 pm.
(There are only two more spaces available at this time. Registration fee of $25
includes book.)

Services

Morning Minyan services will be held the
third Thursday at 7:30 am.

Shabbat services are held every Saturday at 9:45 am (except 3rd Sat at 10:30).
Dario Hunter leads a Torah study session
after each service.

Board Meeting

Sisterhood Column

The Temple El Emeth Board of Directors will have its monthly meeting on
Tuesday evening, March 6 at 7:30 pm.
The Executive Committee meets at 6:30
pm.

Ellen Weiss and Phyllis Perlman Program Vice Presidents are presenting,
on Tuesday, March 13, 2018 the Executive Director, April Mack of The Esther
House who will speak on how this faith
based and very worthwhile program is
helping women right here in Liberty. The
Esther house is a seven month program
for women who suffer from addictions.
The Esther House provides residents
with a safe place to heal and overcome
their addiction and the behaviors that
lead to addiction. It operates solely by
the charitable donations of the community. They are always in need of women’s
clothing, household supplies and feminine hygiene products and will be greatly
appreciated if you could help. We will collect these items at the Temple. Lunch will
be served at 12:00. A deli lunch will be
served and reservations are needed by
February 8, 2018, lunch will be $12 for
members.
Our gift shop will be open during the
meeting and we have two new designer
lines in the Judaica Shop, “Modern Tribe”
and “Inspired Generations.” A great time
to check it out and shop for something
new for Pesach.
Sisterhood Shabbat will be Saturday
June 2. A representative from Women’s
League has been invited and will be joining for our Service and Kiddush lunch.
Which reminds me, it is always time to
make a donation to Torah Fund, a very
important Women’s League fund raiser.
Now, also, would be a good time to get
your Giant Eagle gift cards to pay for your
Passover purchases. They come in $25
and $50 amounts and will be available at
the March meeting and also in the office,
so do yourself a favor, pick some up. An
easy way to shop and help Sisterhood.
Our thanks to Terry Roth for being our
Honorable Mensch for March and helping
therefore to keep our costs for Sisterhood
lunches low.

Jewish Christian Dialogue

Jewish Christian Dialogue will have its
monthly session on Wednesday, March
7 at the Synagogue. Refreshments are
served at 12:30 pm with the study session beginning at 1:00 pm. “Can we put
G-d on trial?” will be the theme for this
month’s discussion.

March Birthdays

March birthdays will be celebrated at
a Shabbat morning service and luncheon
on Saturday, March 10th . Services begin
at 9:30 am and lunch immediately follows the service. Please call the office to
RSVP for lunch.

Shmoozing with Shmulik

Shmoozing with Shmulik will meet on
Monday morning, March 19 from 10:30
am until Noon. Sam Kooperman leads the
group with stories, jokes, music and videos with Yiddish. All are invited to attend
and pastry and coffee are provided.

Second Seder

Our 10th Annual Second Seder will be
held on Saturday evening, March 31 at
the Synagogue.
Join us for a joyful Passover Seder led
by Rabbi Schonberger and a full course,
kosher for Passover, catered dinner. Reservations are due in by March 23. Members and out of town guests $30, nonmembers and associate members, $40,
children 7-12 years of age are $15 and
under 6 are free. Reservation forms can
be found in the Temple bulletin or the office. We cannot accept last minute reservations.

Passover Kiddush Luncheon

A Passover Kiddush luncheon will be
held following Shabbat morning services
on Saturday, April 7. April birthdays will
also be celebrated. Please call the office
to RSVP.

El Emeth

Liberty Food Pantry Volunteers Needed
Volunteers are needed for the Liberty Food Pantry at Church
Hill United Methodist Church for its March distribution.
Set up is Thursday evening, March 1 from 7-8:00 pm and
distribution is Friday morning, March 2 from 9:30 am until
12:30 pm.
Please call the El Emeth office and your name will be passed
on to the Pantry chair person.

Daily Minyans are held every day at
5:45 pm including Saturday afternoon.
Friday morning Minyan is at 7:00 am and
Shabbat morning services begin at 9:30
am.

4

The Jewish Journal Monthly Magazine

March 2018

March 2018

The Jewish Journal Monthly Magazine

5

Rodef Sholom
Rabbi’s Message

Rabbi Frank Muller, Rodef Sholom

So have you seen the
movie Wonder Woman,
last year’s blockbuster
starring Israeli actress Gal
Gadot? It’s about Diana,
princess of the Amazon, trained to be an
unconquerable warrior.
Raised on a sheltered island paradise,
Diana meets an American pilot (Chris
Pine), who tells her about the massive
conflict that’s raging in the outside world.
Convinced that she can stop the threat,
Diana leaves her home for the first time.
Fighting alongside men in a war to end all
wars, she finally discovers her full powers and true destiny.
Queen Esther, heroine of the Purim
story, also discovers her full powers and
true destiny as she bravely foils Haman’s
plot to destroy the Jews of Shushan. It is
because of Esther’s courage that we have
survived down through the ages, time
and again overcoming forces of evil that
would have destroyed us.
Abigail Pogrebin, in her book, My Jewish Year¸ quotes Dr. Erica Brown, author
and educator, who wrote her doctoral
dissertation on Esther. “The thing I most

Sisterhood

Mushroom Barley Soup for Sale
$10 a quart – Please call the temple office
at 330-744- 5001 to pick up. Thank you!

Services

Saturday, March 3 at 10:00am
Shabbat Morning Service led by Elliot
Legow
Friday, March 9 at 6:00pm
Shabbat Service led by Nancy Burnett
Friday, March 16 at 6:00pm
Simchat Shabbat Family Service
RSVP required by Tuesday, March 13
Friday, March 23 at 6:00pm
Shabbat Service

Friday, March 30 at 6:00pm
Annual Congregational First Night Passover Seder
RSVP required by Friday, March 23
Kabbalat Shabbat Service in Tamarkin
Chapel at 5:45pm (Kaddish will be read
for those observing yahrzeit)
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admire about the Esther story,” she tells
Pogrebin, “is its notion of the tests that
are thrown at an individual and the way
in which they transform themselves as
a result.” Esther was transformed when
she accepted her Uncle Mordechai’s challenge to intercede to save her people,
faced her fears, and revealed to her husband, King Ahasuerus, her true identity.
Over the course of your own life,
think about the challenges you’ve faced,
the causes you’ve fought for, the people
you’ve aided, and you’ll definitely realize that, like each one of us, we’ve all got
a little Queen Esther inside of us. Call it
courage, fortitude, or determination, we
all have spiritual-emotional resources
that lie deep within to see us through the
darkest days.
Additionally, recognize that each time
you come to Temple, volunteer in the
Jewish community, or support a national
Jewish organization, you are helping, in a
very real way, to save the Jewish people.
Just like our heroine in the Purim story! If
you think about it, Esther certainly qualifies, among others like Miriam and Deborah, as the biblical antecedent to Wonder
Woman. Happy Purim, and I hope to see
you at our community celebration at
Temple El Emeth on February 28th.

Events
Rodef Sholom Tzedek Committte at Liberty
Food Bank
Friday, March 2 at 9:30am-12:00pm

Simchat Shabbat Family Service
Friday, March 16 at 6:00pm at Congregation Rodef Sholom – Tamarkin Chapel
RSVP required by Tuesday, March
13. To RSVP call the temple office at
330.744.5001
Our theme will be: Voices and VisionsExploring Jewish Life Through Art (sponsored by PJ Library)
Dinner and program will follow the service in Handler Hall. Menu: Traditional
Shabbat chicken dinner
A nominal charge of $8.50 per adult or
$20 per family is the cost for the evening
PJ Library Kids Chocolate Seder
Tuesday, March 20 at 6:00 – 7:30pm at
Congregation Rodef Sholom

Annual Congregation First Night Passover
Seder
Friday, March 30 at 6:00pm at Congregation Rodef Sholom
RSVP required by Friday, March 23 by
calling the temple office at 330.744.5001

American Cancer Society Cattle
Baron’s Ball
Denim and Diamonds themed event
March 24, 2018
YOUNGSTOWN – On Saturday, March
24, 2018 the Lake Club in Poland will
host what hasbecome the premier event
of the year in the Youngtown area – the
annual American CancerSociety’s Cattle
Baron’s Ball. We are pleased to announce
this year’s honorees, chairs andspecial
guests.
• Medical Honoree: NEO Urology Associates, Inc.
• Cancer Survivor Honoree: Matthew
Hiznay
• Honorary Chair: Bob Komara
• Special Guests, Pediatric Cancer Survivors: Brett Wilcox, Ava Timko
• Event Chairs: Carole Weimer, Annette Camacci
“We are very excited to be chairing
the 12 th annual American Cancer Society Cattle Baron’s Ball in our community.
We are honored to have such a distinguished group of honorees and special

guests committed to helping fight cancer.
The Doctors at NEO Urology: Dr. Robert Ricchuiti, Dr. Richard Memo, Dr. Dan
Ricchuiti, Dr. Vince Ricchuiti, Dr. Mark
Memo, and Dr. Nicholas Styn have been
serving the needs of individuals by providing cancer care for many decades in
our community.
We are proud to announce as well that
a portion of the program will be dedicated to raising funds specifically to support lung cancer research funded by the
American Cancer Society in honor of our
survivor honoree, Matt Hiznay, who has
battled lung cancer. Mr. Bob Komara has
been a supporter of the American Cancer Society’s Cattle Baron’s Ball for many
years, and his philanthropy in our community is remarkable. And Ava and Brett,
both aged 10, have been past honorees
at the event, and they provide us with
hope for the future,“ say event co-chairs,
Weimer and Camacci.
The Cattle Baron’s Ball will offer at-
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Member & Non-Member Adult Cost: $24
per person
Children Cost: $12 per child (ages 6-12)
Children 5 and under are free
Vegetarian, gluten-free and kosher meals
are available by special request at NO additional charge. As in the past it will be
mandatory to make your reservations
in advance. Absolutely no reservations
will be accepted after Friday, March 23.
Reservations after March 23 will only be
filled if there is a cancellation.
If you wish to attend the Seder, please fill
out the reservation form and return it
immediately to the temple office. We will
send you a ticket when your reservation
form and payment are received. Ticket is
required for entry and door prize. Please
remember, your reservations are not
confirmed until the Temple receives your
check. Any seating preferences must also
be in writing. We will try our best to accommodate you. Seating preferences
are on a first-come, first-served basis.
Mail reservation form and payment to:
Congregation Rodef Sholom – 1119 Elm
Street, Youngstown, OH 44505..
March Office Schedule:
Office Closes at Noon on Friday, March 30

tendees a lively, western-themed Denim
and Diamonds party featuring gourmet
cuisine, dancing, musical entertainment, live and silent auctions and much
more. Attendees are encouraged to come
adorned in their favorite country-western denim and diamond get-ups. Entertainment will be provided by Leanne
Binder during the 6-7 cocktail hour, and
then The Sensations will entertain the
rest of the evening. Mike Case from WFMJ
will serve as Master of Ceremonies, and
Paul Basinger will be the auctioneer for
the evening’s exciting live auction items.
This event is made possible through
the generous support of event sponsors Something New Floral & Events; Joe
Mineo Creative; Mercy Health and Mercy
Health Foundation; Chris and Ed Muransky/Muransky Companies; Sweeney
Chevrolet Buick GMC; and Lamar Advertising,
To purchase tickets, provide a sponsorship or auction items, please contact the American Cancer Society at
330.318.4106, or deborah.williams@
cancer.org, or visit www.youngstowncattlebaronsball.org.
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#MeToo

From Broadway to Logan Way….Temple El Emeth presents

Music and Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim
Book by George Furth
From musical theatre’s most renowned composer, Company is largely regarded as a trailblazer of the
dark-comedy, modern musical genre and the winner of seven Tony Awards including Best Musical,
Best Score, Best Lyrics and Best book.
On the night of his 35th birthday, confirmed bachelor, Robert, contemplates his unmarried state. Over
the course of a series of dinners, drinks and even a wedding, his friends – "those good and crazy
people [his] married friends" – explain the pros and cons of taking on a spouse. The habitually single
Robert is forced to question his adamant retention of bachelorhood during a hilarious array of
interactions.
Company features a brilliantly brisk and energetic score containing many of Stephen Sondheim’s best
known songs. The strength of the piece lies in its vivid yet real characters, and every audience
member will see reflections of themselves in at least one of the characters. Featuring the cast from the
Castle Playhouse production, it is produced by Moulton L. Ferguson Jr., and directed by Paula R.
Ferguson. Don’t miss this sophisticated, game-changing musical in our 2nd “From Broadway to Logan
Way” series.
Produced by special arrangement through Music Theatre International.

From Broadway to Logan Way,
Temple El Emeth presents...

Sunday, April 29, 2018 at Temple El Emeth
“Bruncheon” at 1:00

Performance at 2:00 pm

NAME ______________________________________________________________PHONE_______________
_____TICKET (S) @ $20.00 PER PERSON

AMOUNT ENCLOSED $__________

Mail check made payable to Temple El Emeth to 3970 Logan Way, Youngstown, Ohio
44505 by April 25, 2018. Tickets will not be sold at the door.
March 2018
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(continued from page 2)
Jewish texts to center those perspectives
a little bit more,” she said.
Channa Pinchasi, director of the Be’eri
School for Teacher Education at the Shalom Hartman Institute in Jerusalem, says
Vashti represents the first time a character in the Purim narrative stands up to
Ahasuerus.
“She is the first #MeToo,” Pinchasi
said.
But Esther, who remains with the king
at the end of the Megillah, also represents
a #MeToo moment, according to Pinchasi.
“We are asking ourselves in the end of
story, there was salvation for the Jewish
people, but I can hear Esther calling [out
to] us ‘Me too, me too! I want to be part of
the salvation, but I never got the chance
to get out of the palace!’” she said.
B’nai Jeshurun, a non-affiliated synagogue on this city’s Upper West Side, is
hosting Purim events with the theme “reveal yourself,” including a ball for Jewish
LGBTQ teens.
“The obvious connection between the
theme that we’ve chosen and the #MeToo
movement is the importance of creating communities and a society wherein
people feel empowered and safe to reveal
the truth of their identities and their experiences, and to feel supported in both
telling their truth and living their truth,”
said Rabbi Adina Lewittes, the part-time
interim rabbi.
Rabbi Mary Zamore, executive director of the Women’s Rabbinic Network,
said the holiday provides an opportunity
to think about Judaism and gender more
generally.
“Purim gives us an opportunity to see
how these problems have played out
throughout our history, but also how
we’ve brought our understanding of gender to our texts in the past and how we
can have a fresh view of our texts with a
new understanding of gender and women’s experience,” Zamore said.
At the “Megillah Monologues” event,
Frankel hopes to strike a balance between addressing issues of gender and
power dynamics and embracing Purim’s
festive and lighthearted atmosphere.
“Purim is a night that’s supposed to
be a little irreverent and frivolous, so [I
want women] to be able to come together
in safety and female solidarity but [also]
to celebrate and not just to protest and
not just to lament the state of things,” she
said.
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Community Celebrates JFS Director Alvin Weisberg

Youngstown Area Pastors Travel
to Israel
tory as well as New Testament stories

(Photos on right)
A mixed group of 14 mainline Protestants and evangelical Youngstown
area Christian Pastors visited Israel last
month on what all participants called a
“life-changing experience.” Sponsored
in part by the Youngstown Area Jewish
Federation and the Thomases Family Endowment, and led by the Jewish Community Relations Council, the group toured
the country, focusing on site visits that
reflected both Old Testament biblical his-

of Jesus’ ministries. Jewish community
friends Pastor Lewis Macklin from Holy
Trinity Missionary Baptist Church in
Youngstown and Pastor Juan Rivera of
Victory Christian Center in Coitsville assisted in the recruitment of participants
and served as co-conveners for the mission. The group has planned follow-up
meetings to not only share with each
other about their experiences, but also
to promote future travel to Israel among
members of their congregations.

(Photo below)
The Jewish Community Relations
Council has embarked on a new AfricanAmerican/Jewish Collaborative project
designed to deepen personal relationships, increase understanding of the other, build relationships through communal work, and to take action together as
powerful allies. Part of a North American collaborative effort launched by Jewish Federations of North America and the
Israel Action Network, the Mahoning Valley’s effort is serving as a national model
for small community engagement. The
Collaborative came together recently to
jointly experience a production of Caro-

line or Change at the Youngstown Playhouse. The award winning semi-autobiographical musical by Tony Kushner tells
the moving story of a black maid working
in a Jewish home in 1963 in a small Louisiana town. The play touches on themes
of Black/Jewish relationships between
and among the families of Caroline Thibedeaux and the Gellmans for whom she
works, the burgeoning civil rights movement, and resistance to change. At the
conclusion of the performance, members
of the collaborative met with members
of the cast and creative team in dialogue
about the themes in the show and their
relevance to the world today.

The Youngstown area Jewish community recently gathered
to honor outgoing Jewish Family Services Executive Director Alvin Weisberg on his retirement from JFS after 35 years. The festive event, emceed by JFS staff member Linda Kessler, featured
remarks by Federation Executive Vice President Andrew Lipkin
and other Jewish and general community leaders who all spoke
on Alvin’s accomplished record of dedicated service as a counselor and administrator.

Community Engaged in New
African-American/Jewish
Collaborative

JCC SCHOLAR SERIES

DOROTHY DAY’S

A Walk in the Land:

Israel’s National Trail

LIFE, WORK, AND HONORS

The event is free
and open to
the public.
A light lunch
will be served.

Thursday,
March 22,2018
11:30 a.m.
Multi-Purpose
Room

Join us as we hear from distinguished travel
photographer, Udi Goren, and his life changing hike
through the incredible Israel National Trail (INT).
The INT is a hiking trail that crosses the entire
country of Israel and is filled with a wide variety of
beautiful landscapes, diverse cultures,
and rich flora and fauna.

The event is free and open to the public.
A light dinner will be served.

Monday, March 12, 2018
Multi-Purpose Room
Dinner: 6:15 p.m.
Lecture: 6:30 p.m.

RSVP by March 9, 2018 at jccyoungstown.org or
call the Bursar’s Office at 330.746.3250 ext. 195

Dr. Angela Lahr will discuss Dorothy Day,
who is a co-founder of the Catholic Worker Movement.
This movement worked to “arouse the conscience” of
Catholics and non-Catholics alike to the needs of the poor.

RSVP ONLINE BY MARCH 15, 2018 AT
JCCYOUNGSTOWN.ORG OR CALL
THE BURSAR’S OFFICE AT 330.746.3250 EXT. 195
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Udi Goren is an honored graduate of the

former Brooks Institute of Photography
in California. His work has been displayed in
several international exhibitions,
publications, and media outlets,
including the National Geographic Channel.
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Israel is Ready for War with
Hezbollah in Lebanon—Here Are
Five Reasons Why
By Ron Kampeas
WASHINGTON (JTA) -- Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu had a simple, straightforward message this week
when he toured Israel’s border with Syria
and Lebanon with top security officials.
“Our face is turned toward peace, we
are ready for any eventuality, and I don’t
suggest anyone test us,” he said Tuesday
in a video message he posted on Twitter,
the sound of helicopter blades whirring
in the background.
The mixed message signaled Israel’s
ambivalence about taking on the terrorist
group Hezbollah 12 years after Lebanon
and Israel were left gutted by a summer
war.
The 2006 war was costly for both
sides: Hezbollah, the preeminent militia
in Lebanon, lost political capital for inviting a devastating response to its provocations along Israel’s border. Israel’s military and political class at the time paid
a price for not decisively winning a war
that precipitated a mass internal movement of civilians southward.
Yet the sides are making increasingly
belligerent noises. Here are five factors
contributing to increasing tensions along
the border.
Syria may be winding down, and Iran
is winding up.
The Assad regime, along with its allies
Russia, Iran and Hezbollah -- Iran’s proxy
in the region -- have the opposition in
Syria’s civil war on the run. Iran and Hezbollah are striking while the iron is hot,
establishing preeminence in the region.
Iranian brass recently toured southern
Lebanon and Tehran, according to Israeli
reports, and Iran is financing a military
factory in Lebanon.
Israeli officials reject a permanent
Iranian presence on its border -- a message that Netanyahu delivered to Russian
President Vladimir Putin when they met
last month in Moscow.
“I told him that Israel views two developments with utmost gravity: First is
Iran’s efforts to establish a military presence in Syria, and second is Iran’s attempt
to manufacture – in Lebanon – precision
weapons against the State of Israel,” he
said after the meeting. “I made it clear to
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him that we will not agree to either one of
these developments and will act according to need.”
The mixed message signaled Israel’s
ambivalence about taking on the terrorist group Hezbollah 12 years after Lebanon and Israel were left gutted by a summer war.
The 2006 war was costly for both
sides: Hezbollah, the preeminent militia
in Lebanon, lost political capital for inviting a devastating response to its provocations along Israel’s border. Israel’s military and political class at the time paid
a price for not decisively winning a war
that precipitated a mass internal movement of civilians southward.
Yet the sides are making increasingly
belligerent noises. Here are five factors
contributing to increasing tensions along
the border.
A U.S. leadership vacuum is creating
anxiety.
President Donald Trump ordered a
missile strike on a Syrian missile base
last year after it was revealed that Syria
used chemical weapons against civilians,
but otherwise the U.S. engagement with
shaping the outcome of Syria’s civil war
has been desultory. Russia is filling the
vacuum, which is stoking Israeli anxieties. Despite generally good relations between the Netanyahu and Putin governments, Israel cannot rely on Russia to
advance Israeli interests in the same way
it has with the United States.
“As the shape of the Syrian war changes, Israel may find its working relations
with Russia undermined by Moscow’s
desire to exercise influence in Syria generally from afar, and by its shifting relations with Iran,” Shoshana Bryen, the senior director at the Jewish Policy Center,
wrote this week in The Algemeiner.
Absent focused U.S. leadership, Israel
may strike out on its own to prevent Hezbollah from becoming the preeminent
force in the nations to its north.
There are signs that the Trump administration, albeit belatedly, is noticing what its absence has wrought: Last
month, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson
said 2,000 U.S. troops currently in Syria
to assist pro-Western rebels would re-

Sam Kooperman Suzi Kooperman
Youth Leadership
Endowment
Friends, family, and longtime colleagues honored the longtime Executive Award
Vice-President of the Federation at his retirement by funding of the “Sam Kooperman Endowment.” With input from Sam,
the Federation Board of Directors established the fund which has two purposes;
To provide scholarships for Jewish
overnight camping experience for Jewish
youth; and
To provide scholarships for Jewish
young adults to study in Israel.
Competitive grant awards are available to applicants who reside in the Mahoning and Shenango valleys.
Consideration may be made for an applicant whose family residents in the region, but is not guaranteed.
Applications are available at the Federation offices. The submission deadline
is March 31, 2018.

J. Newman Levy
Scholarship

The J. Newman Levy Scholarship was
given by Marcia Gurss Levy in memory of
her husband J. Newman Levy, who died in
2017 of Alzheimer’s Disease.

Eligibility:

· Must be a Jewish student, attending
full-time. First preference to an incoming
freshman.
First preference to a Jewish student
who resides outside the tri-county area
(Mahoning, Columbiana, and Trumbull
counties are excluded)
· Minimum 3.0 GPA.
· Completed FASFA required. Need is a
consideration.
main stationed there to mitigate against
a permanent Iranian presence in Syria.
New fences make restive neighbors.
Israel is building a wall on its northern border along a line demarcated by
the United Nations in 2000, when Israel
ended its 18-year occupation of southern Lebanon. Israel is building the wall
in order to prevent the deadly Hezbollah
incursions that spurred the 2006 war,
which claimed 1,200 Lebanese lives and
more than 60 Israeli lives.
But neither Lebanon nor Hezbollah
accepted the demarcation as a permanent outcome, citing disputes over small
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Local Jewish Leaders Reminisce About Historical
Youngstown

The Suzi Kooperman Youth Leadership Award is an annual award given to
a deserving male or female high school
senior who exhibits an interest of service
in the Jewish Community, whose actions
motivate other youth and who has displayed continuity in service to the community. Along with the award, the recipient will receive a savings bond.
Please note that all information must
be received no later than Friday, March
30, 2018. The award will be presented at
this year’s Youngstown Area Jewish Federation Annual Meeting in May.
If you are interested in receiving an
application, please contact Emily Blau at
(330)746-3250 ext. 152 or by email at
eblau@jewishyoungstown.org.

War in Lebanon
(continued from previous page)
threatened to attack Israeli platforms in
the Mediterranean extracting natural gas.
Gaza
The Gaza Strip also is restive, with an
increase in rocket attacks from Hamas
and Israeli retaliatory strikes after Trump
in December recognized Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. An Israel distracted by an
engagement with Hamas and other terrorist groups in the south could be seen
by Hezbollah as an opening to strike in
the north.

Terms:

A one-year scholarship that can be renewable for a maximum of three years
through the application and selection
process as long as above eligibility requirements continue to be met and funds
continue to remain available. This scholarship when combined with all other
financial assistance will not exceed the
cost of full tuition, books, and supplies.

Selection:

Interested students, once accepted to
YSU, should apply through the Office of
Financial Aid and Scholarships.
To be made by the Director of the Center for Judaic and Holocaust Studies, the
Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships,
in conjunction with the YSU Foundation.

patches of land that extended back to the
1949 armistice, and the Lebanese government and Hezbollah have threatened
action.
Oil and gas
Lebanon last month approved a joint
bid by Italian, French and Russian oil
companies to explore seas off its coast.
Israel claims a portion of the waters. Israeli leaders have called for a diplomatic
solution to the dispute, but the competing claims are aggravating tensions between the countries.
Hezbollah, intermittently, has also

The South Florida Youngstown Boyz
recently met for its fourth annual lunch
in Deerfield Beach, Fla. Each member
provided a short biography and a historical tidbit about life in Youngstown 50
years ago. Above, seated front row from
left, are Rob Rosenbaum, Paul Schwebel
and Tim Burnich. Back row are Blondie
Levy, Jeff Cohen, George McKelvey, Norm
Spector, Sheldon Harr, Joel Moranz, Bruce
Cohn, Steve Birenbaum, Jack Firestone,
Bill McClane and Rick Goldberg.

RIGHT BEHIND YOU – ALL THE WAY.

At HD Davis, our dedicated team of business and financial
professionals take a proactive approach to helping meet
your future goals while working within your means to remain
financially practical in the present. Utilizing an open line of
communication, research and sound analysis, we’re able
to gain a deeper understanding of your needs and offer a
realistic, simple approach to taxes and smart technology.
To learn more about how we can help your business
prosper and grow, visit HDDavisCPAs.pro
Call today for a FREE Tax Consultation.

HD Davis CPAs
We let you concentrate on what
you do best – grow your business

330.759.8522

(continued on next page)
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JCC
YOUTH
PROGRAMMING

Build and Play LEGO®
Join us as we have fun building LEGO® sets together
in small groups!
Dates: Mar. 5, 6 & 7

BBYO Open Recruitment
Attention all 8th
graders! Now is your
time to get active in
Youngstown’s AZA
and BBG chapters.
To find out more, contact any member you know or
City Director Emily Blau at 330.746.3250 ext. 152 or
eblau@jewishyoungstown.org.
Local Chapters:
Dodi Li BBG #69 Girls, grades 8-12
Sigmund Nisenson AZA (Siggy) #169 Boys, grades
8-12

Time: 4:00- 5:30 p.m.
Location: JCC Adult Lounge
Cost: $19/Member | $25/Non Member
Register online at jccyoungstown.org

Winter Youth Tennis Clinics
Second Session run Mar. 4–Apr. 22 (no class Apr. 1)
Cost—7 sessions: $90/Member | $110/Non Member
These group lessons will go over the basics of tennis with your child. Forehand, backhand, parts of the
court, and much more will be covered. All equipment,
including rackets will be supplied.

Camp Registration Now Open
Camp JCC provides quality care and experiences to
the greater Youngstown community, and 2018 is set
to be another stellar summer. Housed at the JCC of
Youngstown, our campers have a safe, fun environment to build lifelong friendships through unforgettable adventures. Camp JCC is designed for campers
entering grades 1-8 and is open to all.

Baking with Hunter
Come learn the basics of baking with Camp Program
Coordinator and After School Lead Teacher, Hunter
Thomas. After each program, participants will get to
bring home their creations.
Time: 4:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Location: JCC Adult Lounge
Cost: $15/Member | $20/Non Member
Register at jccyoungstown.org

PJ Library: Kids Seder for Passover
Join us as we celebrate the holiday with snacks and
crafts.

Liz Rubino Studios
For more information on the studio offerings, contact
Liz Rubino at 330.509.0891 or coaching@lizrubino.
com.
Liz Rubino offers private sessions in voice, acting,
drama therapy, junior voice, and junior acting. All
sessions are 55 minutes long with the exception of
junior lessons, which are 30 minutes long.

Glow in the Dark Family Dance Party

Prekindergarten – 4 years to Kindergarten entry

Tuesday & Thursday: 4:30–7:30 p.m.

Features:
• 6 weeks to prekindergarten
• age-appropriate curriculum
• “Loving Literacy” book sharing program
• preschool swim lessons
• gymsters for toddler and preschool students
• the Valley’s best outdoor playground

Sunday: 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

FITNESS

Erianne Raib-Ptichkin is a well-trained and experienced local dance teacher collaborating with the JCC
as the Artistic Director of the new School of Dance.
This program teaches children the technique, artistry and discipline of dance in a cheerful and positive
learning environment. Children develop a variety of
transferable listening and learning skills in a classroom setting while being physically healthy and having fun! Visit jccyoungstown.org to learn more.

This exciting program features piano, violin, guitar,
percussion, and voice lessons housed at the JCC!
Visit jccyoungstown.org to learn more.
To register for JCC School of Music lessons, contact
the JCC Bursar’s Office: 330.746.3250 ext. 195

For more information on fitness programs, contact
Shelia Cornell at 330.746.3250 ext. 182 or scornell@
jewishyoungstown.org.

Get fit fast with Personal Training
at the JCC!
Personal Training Benefits:
• personalized safe and effective fitness programs
• achievement of goals in a short time period
• improved muscle coordination, strength, endurance, and flexibility

For more information on the Early Learning Center,
contact Jennifer Bracken, Coordinator of Early Learning, at 330.746.3250 ext. 125 or jbracken@jewishyoungstown.org.
Hours: Monday–Friday, 6:45 a.m.–6:00 p.m.
Featuring newly renovated infant toddler & preschool wing and prekindergarten readiness program.

Bring the whole family and dance with your kids (or
watch them boogie with their friends) as we groove
and sing karaoke to music from DJ Kimmy! We will
provide snacks and glow sticks.

Open Gym Youth Basketball
Children ages five and up can join us for kid‑friendly
basketball time in our gym. Bring your own ball, or
borrow one of ours.
Date: Fridays
Time: 4:00–5:00 p.m.

Wallyball
A fantastic way to get in shape and have fun! Play in
our racquetball court. Equipment is provided.
Tuesdays: 10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
Fridays: 5:00–7:00 p.m.

Racquetball
A great way to make friends and stay in shape. Call
or visit the JCC Welcome Desk to reserve your court.
Equipment not provided.

Ping-Pong
Want to play ping‑pong with your friends?
The JCC Welcome Desk can make it happen! Just let
us know and we’ll set up the table and provide the
paddles and balls.

EARLY LEARNING CENTER

Zumba Gold®
Wellness Program: Hospice of the Valley
Hospice of the Valley is a specialized type of home
care for people with life-limiting illnesses. They will
talk about how patients and their families can have
more involvement and greater control in decisions
relating to their plan of care.
Date: Friday, Mar. 23

Specialty course designed to meet the anatomical
physiological needs of our growing population. This
workout incorporates many of the dance/fitness
routines set to Latin and international rhythms but is
performed at a lower intensity. “Ditch the workout,
join the party!”
Date: Tuesdays & Thursdays
Time: 10:00–10:55 a.m.

Time: 12:00-1:00 p.m.

Total Strength & Endurance

Date: Thursday, Apr. 19

Location: JCC Multi-Purpose Room

Time: 6:00–7:30 p.m.

Time: 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Cost: Free

Location: Congregation Rodef Sholom

Location: JCC Multi-Purpose Room

Register at jccyoungstown.org or with the JCC Bursar’s Office at 330.746.3250 ext. 195

No weights required. Mixture of cardio and strength
exercises utilizing your own body weight. Various
modes of training such as pyramids, circuits, and AMRAPS (as many reps as possible) will be used for a
high calorie burn! All fitness levels welcome.

Pickleball Play Schedule (January-April)

Date: Wednesdays

Date: Tuesday, Mar. 20

1119 Elm Street
Youngstown, Ohio 44505
Register at jccyoungstown.org

Cost: $8/Member Per Family | $11/Non Member Per
Family
Register at jccyoungstown.org

Our Programs
Infants – 6 weeks to 12 months

A paddle sport created for all ages and skill levels.
The rules are simple and the game is easy for be-

Toddlers –1 year to 3 years

JCC

ginners to learn, but can develop into a quick, fastpaced, competitive game for experienced players.

School-age care available after school and during
school breaks.

JCC School of Dance

JCC School of Music

Date: Wednesdays, Apr. 11, 18 & 25

Visit jccyoungstown.org/camp to learn about all the
fun things camp JCC will be offering this year!

PERFORMING ARTS

Preschool – 3 years to 4 years

Time: 5:30–6:25 p.m.

AQUATICS
For more information on Aquatics, contact Shawn
Chrystal at 330.746.3250 ext. 112 or aquatics@jewishyoungstown.org
The JCC Aquatics department offers swim lessons
throughout the year in private and small group settings. Classes are taught by trained Learn-to- Swim
Instructors. All swim lesson monthly fees are automatically deducted from your account on file. In
order to cancel your lessons, you must contact the
JCC Bursar’s Office two weeks before you would like
your lessons to end.
To enroll in any of our group or private swim lessons
contact the JCC Bursar at 330.746.3250 ext. 195.

Group Lessons
You & Me Baby
This is a monthly class where parents assist their children in the water. Children will learn how to float and
improve their water skills. Recommended ages: 6-36
months. Swim pants or swim diapers are required.
Date: Saturdays | 9:30–10:00 a.m.
Cost: $30/Member | $40/Non Member

Learn-To- Swim Ages 3 & Up
Children will be placed into the appropriate level by
the swim instructors.
Level 1:
Children will be taught basic swimming skills such as
floating, blowing bubbles and the correct body positions for freestyle and backstroke.
Level 2:
Children will be taught the arm motions for freestyle and backstroke as well as the correct breathing patterns for both strokes.
Level 3:
Children will be taught the basics of breaststroke,
butterfly, and diving as well as refining freestyle
and backstroke techniques.
Level 4:
Children will continue to refine the four swim
strokes and diving.
Cost: $30/Member | $40/Non Member
Wednesdays: 3:30–4:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 8:55–9:25 a.m. or 10:05–10:35 a.m.
(continued on next page)
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JCC

(continued from previous page)

Private Swim Lessons
Private swim lessons provide the greatest flexibility among lesson options. The one-on-one attention
provided through these lessons creates a personalized setting for learning. Private lessons are great
for swimmers of any age from the rookie swimmer
trying to learn the basics to the seasoned swimmer
looking to improve their skills. Private lessons are
also great for adults who want to learn to swim or
even triathletes looking to improve their skills.

receive free or reduced school meals. Lessons will
be taught in a group setting with a low studentto- teacher ratio. This program is supported by The
United Way of the Mahoning Valley, The Thomases
Family Endowment of the Youngstown Area Jewish Federation, and The Redwoods Group. Visit
jccyoungstown.org/swimsafe500 to register.

Dive-In Movie: Spider-Man
Date: Friday, Mar. 16
Time: 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.
Cost: Free/Member | $5/Non Member

Private ELC and Akiva swim lessons available

Register online at jccyoungstown.org

1:1 student/teacher ratio | 4 lessons @ 30 minutes

Water in Motion

Cost: $82/Member | $110/Non Member
$109/ELC or Akiva pick up

This low impact class will improve posture, decrease
joint and muscle pain and decrease the risk for falls/
injury. The full range of motion exercises will also
help with strength and flexibility. No swimming ability required.

Youth Swim Team
Join us at our Main Campus indoor pool for a youth
swimming program focusing on technique and endurance. Daily attendance is not mandatory but encouraged. We are offering six week programs:
• Apr. 2 –May 10
Practices
Date: Monday –Thursday
Time: 4:30 – 5:30 p.m.
Cost: $75/Member per Month | $150/Non Member
per Month
To enroll in youth swim team, contact the JCC Bursar
at 330.746.3250 ext. 195.

Dates: Mondays & Wednesdays
Time: 8:30 - 9:30 a.m.

Aqua Strength
Aqua strength and conditioning is a total body routine filled with high intensity cardio for ultimate fat
burning, and aquatic weight training for sculpting
and body reshaping.
Dates: Tuesdays & Thursdays
Time: 5:30-6:30 p.m.

CULTURAL ARTS

Swim Team fees are automatically deducted monthly
from your account on file. In order to cancel your lessons, you must contact the JCC Bursar’s Office two
weeks before you would like your lessons to end.

For more information on Cultural Arts, contact Gon
Erez at 330.746.3250 ext. 159 or gerez@jewishyoungstown.org

P.A.L.S. Private Swimming Lessons
(Persons with Autism Who Love to Swim)

A Walk of the Land: The Israeli National
Trail

The JCC offers free swim lessons that are especially
geared towards persons on the autism spectrum.Our
instructors have gone through special training and
will be using advanced techniques to connect with
and aid autistic children during lessons.

Join us as we hear from distinguished travel photographer, Udi Goren, and his life changing hike through
the incredible Israel National Trail (INT). The INT is a
hiking trail that crosses the entire country of Israel
and is filled with a wide variety of beautiful landscapes, diverse cultures and rich flora and fauna.

Those wishing to enroll in the JCC P.A.L.S. program visit jccyoungstown.org/pals. This program is
funded by The Thomases Family Endowment of the
Youngstown Area Jewish Federation.

Swim Safe 500
This program provides free swimming lessons for
children in kindergarten through eighth grade who
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About the Speaker: Udi is an honored graduate of
the Brooks Institute of Photography in California and
his work has been displayed in several international
exhibitions, publications, and media outlets including the National Geographic Channel. This event is
free and open to the public. A light dinner will be
provided.
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JCC Music Series

Date: Monday, Mar. 12
Time: 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Location: JCC Multi-Purpose Room
Register at jccyoungstown.org

Movie & Lunch Bunch: The Theory of
Everything
In the 1960s, Cambridge University student and future physicist Stephen Hawking (Eddie Redmayne)
falls in love with Jane Wilde (Felicity Jones). At 21,
Hawking learns that he has motor neuron disease.
Despite this, and with Jane at his side, he begins an
ambitious study of time, of which he has very little
left, according to his doctor. He and Jane defy terrible odds and break new ground in the fields of medicine and science, achieving more than either could
hope to imagine. A light lunch will be served.
Date: Tuesday, Mar. 20

The JCC will host two concerts from artists and students from the YSU Dana School of Music. Join us
for these wonderful evening performances with
great music and lots of fun. Light refreshments
will be served at each performance. Register at
jccyoungstown.org or with the JCC Bursar’s Office at
330.746.3250 ext. 195 for both events.
YSU Barbershop Chorus: “One Achord”
One Achord is a 17-member a cappella men’s chamber ensemble, singing in barbershop harmony tradition. Since the inception of the ensemble in 2015,
One Achord has become an enormously popular vocal chamber group in the region. The ensemble has
performed at a variety of events including Carols and
Cocoa/Dana Holiday Concert, and they have also appeared on local TV stations WFMJ and WKBN.
Date: Thursday, Mar. 1

Time: 12:00 - 2:30 p.m.

Dates: Mar. 2, Apr. 6, May 4
Time: 9:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Location: 189 Churchill Rd, Youngstown, OH 44505

Diaper Packing with Making Kids Count
The Making Kids Count Diaper Bank Volunteers repack diapers in quantities of 25 diapers per size with
saran wrap and labels. This ensures that more people
are able to receive a pack of diapers and that the diapers are being distributed as more of an “emergency” supply. Volunteers wrap 10,000 diapers into 400
packs a month!
Dates: Mar. 9 | Apr. 13 | May 11

Cost: $8/Member | $11/Non Member

Location: JCC Multi-Purpose Room
Cost: $5/Member | $7/Non Member

Register at jccyoungstown.org

An Evening of Music: Flute Solos and Duets

JCC Scholar Series
This winter, we invite you to a series of educational
lectures from scholars at Youngstown State University and Westminster College. The subject matter
will vary in topic and a light lunch will be provided at
each program.

A delightful evening with flute solos and duets
played by two of Youngstown State’s finest graduate
flute students, Anna Reitsma and Morgan Frederick.
They will be accompanied by part-time YSU faculty
member Diane Yazvac. Music will include works from
Bach, Nielsen, Doppler and more!

Embodying an American Conscience: Dorothy Day’s
Life, Work and Honors

Date: Monday, Apr. 23

Dr. Angela Lahr will discuss Dorothy Day, who is a
co-founder of the Catholic Worker Movement. This
movement worked to “arouse the conscience” of
Catholics and non-Catholics alike to the needs of the
poor. Day drew inspiration from her Catholic faith,
especially from the lives of the saints, to draw attention to her causes. While Day accepted many honors
recognizing her work, it was also her principled rejection of certain honors that revealed her unique contribution to a national political conscience.

Location: JCC Multi-Purpose Room

About the Speaker: Dr. Angela Lahr is Associate Professor of History at Westminster College. She researches American religious history and is the author
of Millennial Dreams and Apocalyptic Nightmares:
The Cold War Origins of American Evangelicalism.

Time: 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.

Cost: $5/Member | $7/Non Member

FEDERATION
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Volunteer Opportunities
Social Action Committee of the Jewish Community
Relations Council
330.746.3250 ext. 123
Swilschek@jewishyoungstown.org

Churchill United Methodist Food Pantry

Date: Thursday, Mar. 22
Time: 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m

The CHUM Food Pantry aims to feed families in Liberty Township that are in need of extra assistance.
Since first starting in 2016, the pantry now feeds over
70+ families. Volunteers will help distribute food and
make guests feel welcome during their visit.

Location: JCC Multi-Purpose Room
Cost: Free
Register at jccyoungstown.org
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Now Offering: Under the Sea Splish
Splash Mermaid Bash
Experience swimming, interacting and storytelling
with the JCC Mermaid in our full-size indoor heated
pool and enjoy time in our party room.
Cost: $225/Member | $281/Non Member
Pricing includes:
One hour swimming with the Mermaid
One hour in the party room

Times: 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

The JCC Mermaid will also pose for photos for 15
minutes after the swim session

Location: 7178 West Blvd, Ste E, Youngstown, Ohio
44512

Extras:
$50/hr. for additional time in the pool

SENIOR OUTREACH

Time: 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.

Location: JCC Multi-Purpose Room

JCC

$50/hr. for additional time in the gymnasium
$65 for each additional Mermaid
Lifeguards will staff the pool at all times

If you or someone you know is over 67 years old and
could use a friendly visit, a helping hand, or just information about our Jewish community, please contact Senior Outreach Coordinator Darlene Muller at
330.942.6270 or dmuller@jewishyoungstown.org.

RENTALS

15 people per lifeguard
$25 for each additional lifeguard needed

The Thomases Family
Endowment of the Youngstown
Area Jewish Federation Art Gallery

For more information on Rentals. contact Kelli McCormick at 330.746.3250 ext. 284 or kmccormick@jewishyoungstown.org
Let us host your next party, meeting or event at the
JCC!
Our spacious Multi-Purpose Room is equipped with
an overhead motorized projection theater screen,
state-of- the-art audio visual system, movable module stage, and commercial kitchen. Catering packages are available for up to 250 guests.
Our highly versatile Adult Lounge will accommodate
50 guests and provides a relaxing atmosphere. An
in-house kosher caterer is available upon request for
events in this room.
The JCC offers meeting room packages for small
or large business meetings and events. Our small
conference room, which will seat up to 10 guests, is
located in a quiet setting. Our boardroom seats 35
and is equipped with a built-in projector and screen.
Refreshments and snacks are available upon request
for an additional charge. We are offering discounts
on business meetings hosted during the week.

Current Exhibit: Through the Looking
Glass, Darkly by Breanna Cee Martins
Jan. 25–Mar. 10
About the Exhibition: Breanna Cee Martins graduated from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst,
in 2008, and earned their MFA in painting at the
New York Academy of Art in 2011. Martins’ watercolor paintings, based on found black & white photographs from strangers’ past, come together as “halfremembered dreams” from a different generation,
made new as bright yet eerie works on paper.

Upcoming Exhibit: ISO-photography by
Allen Morris
Mar. 15–May 10
Please join us for an Opening Reception:
Thursday, Mar. 15 | 5:30–7:00 p.m.
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Bringing Joy and Therapy to Hospice
Patients Through Jewish Music
By Sarah Seltzer
NEW YORK -- It’s a bitterly cold winter morning in Brooklyn, but Brenda, a
101-year-old woman in a Jewish hospice
facility suffering from severe short-term
memory loss, has a special group of visitors show up in her warm room.
Joelle Missry, a creative arts therapy
intern, arrives with her guitar slung over
her back and with her licensed music
therapy supervisor by her side. She sits
beside Brenda’s bed.
For the next 20 minutes, Missry holds
Brenda’s hand and sings a combination
of old Yiddish songs with help from her
team and Brenda’s home health aide,
who has learned some of the songs. But
Brenda is largely sleepy and unresponsive, despite Joelle’s best efforts. After going through a songbook that ranges from
“You are My Sunshine” to the Yiddish favorite “Tumbalalaika,” the group gets up
to leave.
Just as they’re about to exit, however,
Brenda’s eyes pop open. Suddenly fully
alert, she begins to croon the Yiddish

standard “Bai Mir Bist Du Shoen,” looking straight at Missry. She goes through
the song a few times, tapping her feet and
looking very pleased.
This is the kind of moment for which
the music therapy program at MJHS
Health System, a Jewish health care service provider in New York, was designed.
Hospice care, which is playing an increasingly central role in end-of-life arrangements, isn’t just about administering palliative medical care and making
sure loved ones are comfortable. It’s also
about relieving patients’ pain through
meaningful interactions and experiences.
Proponents of music therapy say singing
has medical benefits while also enhancing patients’ social and emotional health.
“Music therapy programs brings human dignity back into the picture,” Missry says.
Music therapy is considered so important that MJHS Hospice now employs five
full-time music therapists, as well as interns and part-time workers, all trained
in a songbook that covers many of the
languages and cultures in New York’s

five boroughs.
For aging Jews,
that means the
Yiddish and Hebrew songs that
bring back warm
memories. The
MJHS songbook
ranges
from
American standards like “What
a
Wonderful
World” to Hebrew songs like
“Jerusalem
of
Gold” and “Hatikvah.”
The therapy itself is considered an
“integrative therapeutic intervention”
– non-medical treatment that can have
therapeutic results. Studies show that a
joyful singing experience can ameliorate
pain and a patient’s symptom burden
without the use of drugs. It has an exercise component, encouraging healthy
physical movement, such as feet-tapping
and hand-waving. Hospice workers say it
also can help relax patients before treatments, like a blood draw or IV infusion,
that might cause agitation or anxiety.
A growing body of scientific evidence

Florida Congressman’s Kids Are Using
Hamantaschen to Help End Gun Violence
By Josefin Dolsten

supports the use of music therapies in
various medical settings, from neonatal
intensive care units to end-of-life and
palliative care situations. Music is shown
to boost immunity and reduce stress and
pain by increasing the antibody immunoglobulin A and other immune systemboosting cells while reducing the stress
hormone cortisol.
“We’ve found compelling evidence
that musical interventions can play a
health care role in settings ranging from
(continued on page 19)

IsraAID

Israelis Saving Lives Around the World

Israel at 70
Join us in celebrating Israel’s 70th
birthday! The event will feature Israeli
food as well as a featured show,
The Wandering Israeli.
Thursday, May 10, 2018
6:30 p.m. cocktails/ dinner
Temple El Emeth,
3970 Logan Way, Youngstown, OH

Hear heartwarming stories of
Tikkun Olam (Repairing the World)
through the service of
IsraAID Director of Partnership and
Engagement,
Kate Applebaum.
Tuesday, March 27, 2018
6:30 p.m.
Multi-Purpose Room

(JTA) — The college-aged kids of a
Jewish congressman from Florida are
raising money to end gun violence by
selling hamantaschen.
Gabby, Serena and Cole Deutch
launched the Bake Action Against Gun
Violence initiative on Sunday. Their father is Rep. Ted Deutch, a Florida Democrat who represents the district where 17
people were killed last week in Parkland
in a shooting rampage at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School by a former
student there.
The project encourages Americans
from across the country to bake hamantaschen, a pastry traditionally eaten during the upcoming holiday of Purim, and
sell them to raise money.
After learning about the shooting,
Gabby Deutch, 22, wanted to find a way
to help. As a senior at Yale University, she
felt far removed from her hometown of
Boca Raton, which is near Parkland. From
her work as a camp counselor at Camp
Ramah Darom, a Jewish summer camp in
Clayton, Georgia, she knew several kids
who were inside the school at the time of
the shooting.
“I was watching the news, and it felt
like people just weren’t paying any attention,” she told JTA on Thursday. “I felt
very distant from a lot of the community
here. Although my friends were very supportive, it felt like people sort of are used
to this kind of thing, so they kind of tuned
it out.”
Deutch spoke to Serena, a senior at
Vanderbilt University, and the sisters de-

The event is free and
open to thepublic.
A light dinner will be served.
RSVP online by March 23, 2018
at jccyoungstown.org or call
the Bursar’s Office
330.746.3250 ext. 195

cided they wanted to find a way to make a
difference using Jewish food. The sisters
are both active in Challah for Hunger, an
initiative in which college students bake
and sell the bread to raise money for hunger relief.

“We were thinking about the idea of
Jewish food, and we’ve both seen that
people are really excited and willing to
pay for that if it goes to causes they care
about,” Deutch said.
Since Purim starts Feb. 28, they decided to go with hamantaschen. The pair enlisted Cole, a freshman at the University
of Texas at Austin, and started recruiting
friends throughout the country to join.
Groups who sign up decide how to do the
baking, how much to charge and where
to give the money. The website recommends donating to groups such as Everytown for Gun Safety and the March for
Our Lives, as well as fundraisers for the
families of the Parkland victims.
Over 40 Jewish groups, including Hillels at universities nationwide, have
signed on for the hamantaschen baking.
Gabby Deutch said she and her sib-

lings drew inspiration from the Purim
story, which commemorates the downfall
of Haman, a despotic henchman to a Persian king, through the heroic intervention of the Jewish Queen Esther and her
cousin Mordechai.
“I think it’s a holiday that within the
Jewish world, at least within more liberal
Jewish circles, people take a lot of messages of social justice from, so I think
with that in mind it made sense to use it,”
she said.
Deutch said her father is participating
in the initiative and “has been very supportive,” although she joked that he likely
won’t be the one baking.
“He’s very excited about it. I will say
that he’s not the baker in our family, so
I’m not sure that he will be participating
in baking, but my mom is [participating]
this weekend with some of her friends,”
she said.
Since the shooting, Ted Deutch has
spoken vocally in favor of gun control. On
Wednesday, the congressman participated in a CNN town hall event with shooting survivors where he slammed those
who said it was “too soon” after the tragedy to discuss gun control. In an exchange
with Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., Deutch defended his call to introduce legislation to
ban assault weapons.
“You would literally have to ban every
semi-automatic rifle that’s sold in the
U.S.,” Rubio said.
Deutch responded: “Do I support banning weapons that fire off 150 rounds in
seven or eight minutes, weapons that are
weapons of war, that serve no purpose
other than killing the maximum number
of people they can? You bet I am.”
Gabby Deutch said she is happy to
make a difference, and that other participants have told her they feel the same.
“I was feeling disappointed by a lack of
response, at least on Yale’s campus,” she
said, “and a lot of people since this has
become public have come up to me and
really expressed gratitude that something is happening about it, which makes
me feel like there are people who care
about this issue.”

Invitations are forthcoming!
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Kent State’s May
4 Visitors Center
Focuses on Life
Amid Tragedy
in “Sandy’s
Scrapbook”
Exhibition

A photo of Sandy Scheuer, provided
by her sister, will be featured in “Sandy’s
Scrapbook,” a new exhibition at Kent
State University’s May 4 Visitors Center.
Ms. Scheuer was one of the four Kent
State students shot and killed by Ohio
National Guardsmen on May 4, 1970.
(Photo provided by Audrey Scheuer)
Sandy Scheuer was on her way to class
on May 4, 1970, when she was shot and
killed by Ohio National Guardsmen responding to protests of the Vietnam War
at Kent State University. She was a junior
honors student, a speech therapy major
and a proud member of Alpha Xi Delta sorority. Outside of the classroom, she was
an alumna of Boardman High School in
Ohio and an active member of the local
Jewish community. Now, almost 50 years
later, Ms. Scheuer’s life will be the subject of a new exhibit at the May 4 Visitors
Center at Kent State.
On Feb. 12, the center will open its
newest exhibition, a special tribute to the
life of Ms. Scheuer. The exhibition, titled
“Sandy’s Scrapbook,” is based on the actual scrapbook that Ms. Scheuer kept
while at Kent State and will feature items
and memories provided by her family
and her sister, Audrey.
Mindy Farmer is the director of the
May 4 Visitors Center at Kent State, and
she describes the exhibit as a tribute to a
young person who lost her life too soon.
“In researching the exhibit, we found
several of Sandy’s personal scrapbooks,”
Farmer said. “They were full of candid
photos, letters from friends, concert tickets and mementos from major life events.
We soon realized that the best way to
honor Sandy was to let her curate her
own life. The colors, flowers and many of
the images come directly from the scrapbook she kept while here at Kent State.
(continued on page 23)
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Why ‘Black Panther’ Might Also Be a Milestone in
Black-Jewish Relations
By Gabe Friedman
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(JTA) — If you have checked in on the
pop culture zeitgeist at all in the past
week, you know that the film “Black Panther” is breaking box office records and
Hollywood assumptions about race.
The well-received Marvel flick was
written and directed by African-Americans (co-written by Ryan Coogler and
Joe Robert Cole, and directed by Coogler)
and features a mostly African-American
cast anchored by Chadwick Boseman in
the title role as a black superhero.
But some fans might not realize that
the original Black Panther character was
actually created by two white Jews.
The superhero was the brainchild of
writer Stan Lee (born Stanley Lieber)
and artist Jack Kirby (born Jacob Kurtzberg), who already were veterans of the
comic book industry when they started
working together at Marvel at the dawn
of the 1960s. The first comic book series
they produced in tandem was the Fantastic Four in 1961, but they would go on to
create a slew of beloved superhero characters, from the Hulk to Iron Man to the
X-Men.
Lee and Kirby’s Black Panther character debuted in July 1966, in a Fantastic
Four comic strip (he would get his own
series later in the ‘70s). The leader of
the fictional African country of Wakanda

Jewish Music

(continued from page 16)
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operating rooms to family clinics,” Daniel
Levitin, author of the recent book “This is
Your Brain on Music,” told the American
Psychological Association recently. “This
is one reason why music is associated
with relaxation.”
For Alzheimer’s patients specifically,
a program called Music and Memory,
featured in the documentary film “Alive
Inside,” shows that music therapy can decrease medication usage in patients. The
theory is that music can trigger a kind of
deep right-brain response, something beyond the reach of linear memory, so that
even a patient who can’t string a sentence
together might be able to remember or at
least respond to lyrics from a song.
Music therapy isn’t just about singing

March 2018

was the first black superhero featured
in a mainstream comic book. In addition
to having supernatural physical abilities
(granted in part by a heart-shaped herb
he eats), the Black Panther is a scientist
with a degree from Oxford University.
In the Marvel universe, Wakanda, which
resisted Western colonization, is also the
most technologically advanced nation on
earth — a concept meant to shatter stereotypes about Africa.
Besides being a pop culture milestone,
the Black Panther’s debut came at a crucial juncture in black-Jewish relations.
The years after World War II and up to
about 1966 (yes, that exact year, as explained below) have been referred to as a
“golden age” in the relationship between
the two groups. American Jews, who empathized with blacks as they themselves
struggled to fit into white American society before and after the war, participated in the civil rights movement to an
outsized extent, and the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. often praised them for their
activism.
Jews “demonstrated their commitment to the principle of tolerance and
brotherhood not only in the form of sizable contributions, but in many other
tangible ways, and often at great personal sacrifice,” King said in 1965.
However, relations strained over time,
as Jews found their way into the upper

echelons of America while blacks remained stifled in comparison, even after
the passage of multiple civil rights bills in
the ‘60s. In October 1966, Huey Newton
and Bobby Seale formed the Black Panther Party (which did not take its name
from the character), and kick-started the
Black Power movement, which scrutinized the ways that any whites — Jews
included — interacted with blacks.
The aftermath of Israel’s victory in the
1967 Six-Day War subtly added to the
groups’ separation. After Israel repelled
attacks from many of its Middle Eastern
neighbors, it took control of the Arabs living in the Gaza Strip, the Sinai Peninsula
and territory known as the West Bank. It
was a turning point in the way that many
groups — including blacks, who sympathized with other groups they considered
oppressed — viewed Israel, and in turn
some American Jews. In their eyes, Israel
became another unjust colonial regime.
Jews felt betrayed, as did blacks when
some major Jewish groups began to oppose affirmative action.
So perhaps “Black Panther” represents an opportunity for healing. The
film’s creators and a number of black
writers have been praising Lee and Kirby
for reaching out to non-white audiences
and imagining an empowered African
culture free from colonialism. Coogler
called them “amazing” in an interview

old songs. The therapists are trained to
deal with issues like hearing loss or agitation, as well as cultural sensitivities.
For some of the elderly Jewish patients under the hospice care, there’s an
extra benefit to the treatment.
“Often with Holocaust survivors there
is a reticence on the part of patient and
on the part of family members to allow
pain medication,” said Toby Weiss, director of cultural sensitivity and Jewish
programming for MJHS Hospice and Palliative Care. “There is a lack of trust and
there is a prior history of trauma when it
comes to medical issues and health care
interventions. So when a patient is experiencing pain, as an example, if a music
therapist starts to play a Yiddish song or
a lullaby or something else from the patient’s childhood, the vital signs change,
their affect changes.”

Beyond easing pain, the experience
of bringing a patient some music from
their early life can be powerful bonding
tool, allowing a potentially tense family to
come together -- part of the core mission
of hospice care.
“I’ve done some of the Yiddish songs
with the families present, and the family
didn’t know the person knew this song,”
said Meredith Ferrel, creative arts therapy Team leader at MJHS Hospice. “You
have that chance to have the family connecting or singing together. It’s an added
gift that the loved one is giving the family
Yiddish-language songs at the end of life
and sharing songs with their grandchildren. There is a celebration of culture.”
Music therapy often offers family
members a chance to see a side of the patient that might long have been in retreat.
Ferrel recalled how one woman invited
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last week. Reginald Hudlin, who over a
decade ago wrote a Black Panther TV series, called the duo’s character “perfect.”
Stephen Bush, writing in the New Statesman, called them “genius.”
As for Lee, who is now 95, he has been
rooting for the Black Panther film for a
while.
“Congratulations
@marvelstudios,
#RyanCoogler, and the entire cast & crew
on the soaring success of Black Panther!
What a thrill it is to be able to witness
all the records this dynamic, thoughtful
movie is smashing,” he tweeted.
So perhaps it’s time to celebrate the
message of reconciliation that “Black
Panther” represents, just like Kirby —
who passed away in 1994 — might have
done. In an interview with The Hollywood
Reporter, Kirby’s family compared him
to Bernie Sanders, saying that he would
have been delighted to see the character
empower such a wide audience.
“A black superhero with both amazing
mental as well as physical powers, from
a technologically advanced society in Africa, sends as strong a message now as it
did over 50 years ago. Today, my grandfather’s message will reach tens of millions
of people of all races and nationalities, a
concept my grandfather could never have
conceived of,” Kirby’s granddaughter Jillian said in a separate interview cited by
THR.

all her neighbors into a music therapy
session to “meet” her husband with dementia -- the music unexpectedly had
brought out a glimmer of his former personality.
Charla Burton, a music therapist with
MJHS Hospice, said the music sometimes
induces primal emotions, catharsis and
joy that makes the experience especially
meaningful for patients and their families.
“Some people will respond to hearing
‘Hava Nagila’ as if they’re at a bar mitzvah
or wedding!” she said.
(This article was sponsored by and produced in partnership with MJHS Health
System and UJA-Federation of New York
to raise awareness and facilitate conversations about end-of-life care in a Jewish
context. This article was produced by JTA’s
native content team.)
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Meet the First Openly Transgender
Teen Elected to the Board of USY

By Josefin Dolsten

(JTA) — Sawyer Goldsmith said he has
always felt accepted as a a member of the
LGBTQ community in United Synagogue
Youth, the Conservative movement’s
youth group. But the 16-year-old from
suburban Chicago hopes his recent election to serve as religion/education vice
president on the group’s international
board, the first time an openly transgender person has been voted to the board,
will show others who may not be as comfortable that they belong.
“I want the other trans USYers to know
you’re seen,” Goldsmith told JTA in a
phone interview last week. “I can be this
key person for them, that they don’t have
to hide in the background, they can come
out if they feel comfortable, they can be
themselves.”
In December, the Highland Park, Illinois, native beat out another candidate
for the position at USY’s annual convention in Chicago. Goldsmith, a junior at
Rochelle Zell Jewish High School in Deerfield, says his victory is “one of the proud-

est moments” he has had.
“It felt really amazing,” he said. “When
I went up to accept it, all of my friends
in my region were screaming at me and
shouting my name, and I just felt so amazing. I had to wait a good three minutes
before I could speak because everyone
was so excited and happy for me.”
Though Goldsmith found USY a welcoming environment when he came out
as transgender last year and started transitioning from female to male, he said he
was not as comfortable everywhere.
“USY was always a place for me to be
myself, but I know in other Jewish situations that I didn’t feel like I could be myself and I was scared,” he said.
At his home synagogue, North Suburban Synagogue Beth El, his parents are
working on a committee of parents of
LGBTQ children to ensure that the community is welcoming.
As religion/education vice president,
one of Goldsmith’s goals is to make sure
transgender USY members get appro-

600
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priate accommodations during retreats.
Goldsmith recalled an experience in
which he was told he could not share a
room with other male members on the
program.
“I wasn’t allowed to room with the
guys even though I identified as one, so I
fought for my rights, and now I’m able to
room with guys,” he said. But I want there
to be a system where if someone identifies as trans, they are able to room with
the gender that they identify with.”
Rabbi Steven Wernick, CEO of the
United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism, praised Goldsmith’s election.
“We are proud of Sawyer, just like
we’re proud of all our teen leaders and
we strive to create a welcoming culture
for all participants, regardless of their
identity,” Wernick told JTA in a statement.
The Conservative movement, like the
other non-Orthodox denominations,
has embraced the LGBTQ community.
In 2016, the international association of
Conservative rabbis passed a resolution
expressing its support for and acceptance
of transgender people. The Rabbinical
Assembly resolution declared support
for “the full welcome, acceptance, and inclusion of people of all gender identities
in Jewish life and general society.” It cited
Jewish legal literature, going back to the
second century C.E. Mishnah, which “affirms the variety of non-binary gender
expression throughout history, granting
transgender people the obligations and
privileges of all Jews.”
Goldsmith had a passion early on for
Judaism. Growing up, he attended Shabbat services every week and Hebrew
school three times a week at the North
Suburban Synagogue Beth El. In middle
school he became involved in USY’s preteen program, Kadima. Still, he craved
more Judaism in his life, so he decided

to attend a Jewish high school his sophomore year.
“I was always the kid who knew the
most [about Judaism], and I always got
it and understood it, but the education I
was getting was not enough,” Goldsmith
said of his decision to transfer to a Jewish
school.

In his new role, he hopes to make other teens excited about USY and Judaism.
“I have this passion for Judaism that a
lot of people don’t have,” he said. “I tried
getting people to come to USY and I heard
their excuse, ‘It’s too Jewish,’ and I don’t
want the excuse to be ‘It’s too Jewish.’ I
want people to come because it’s Jewish.”
Among Goldsmith’s goals is encouraging theological conversations among USY
members on topics such as God’s existence and Jewish prayers. Goldsmith, a
music lover who in his free time enjoys
playing viola, piano, guitar and ukulele,
also wants to foster dialogue with teens
of other religious backgrounds.
“I’m really hoping to bring bigger and
broader conversations to the table,” he
said.

Sheryl Ann Mulne, 1950–2018

Ned J. Kaufman, 1928–2018

Sheryl Ann “Sherry” Mulne, 67, born in
Youngstown, was surrounded by family
when she passed away on Feb. 14, 2018,
in Columbus.
Sherry was preceded in death by her
parents Dr. David and Dorothy Mulne.
She is survived by her brother, Stuart
Mulne (Sherri); and her sister, Dr. Arlynne Mulne. She is also survived by her
ex-husband, Dr. Charles Derrow, and their
four children (and spouses), Solomon
and Catherine Derrow, Shoshana Derrow
Krilow and Chad Krilow, Avram and Ginger Derrow, and Zoe Derrow Mitchell and
David Mitchell.
Sherry “Bubby” was beloved by all
who knew her and will be especially
missed by her niece, Rebecca Mulne; and
grandchildren, Dovra, Gabrielle and Rafael Derrow, Charlie Krilow, Charlotte and
May Derrow, Zev, Jianni and Drea Mitchell.
“To all of those family members and
friends who read this, remember how
very loved you all were.”
A memorial service was held at 2:30
p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 20, at the Epstein
Memorial Chapel, 3232 E Main St. in Columbus.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to the American Cancer Society or
the charity of your choice.

Services were held for Ned J. Kaufman,
89, who died at his home on Feb. 15, after
a prolonged illness.
He attended The Rayen School and
then The Ohio State University. Following service during the Korean conflict,
he attended Youngstown State University
where he earned both his bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in Education. He taught
high school English for 22 years in the
Youngstown and Boardman school systems until retirement.
He belonged to the YSU Alumni Association and in the past was a member of
the Youngstown Ski Club as well as the
Jewish Community Center, where he enjoyed swimming. He always had a warm
spot in his heart for dogs and was never
without one or two. He was a benefactor
of Angels for Animals. He was a member
of Temple El Emeth.
He is survived by his brother, Dr. Herbert Kaufman of Beverly Hills, Mich., who
would like to thank his wonderful caregivers over the long course of his illness,
as well as the professional home care
provided by Grace Hospice during his final months.
Contributions may be made to Temple
El Emeth.
Arrangements were handled by the
Shriver-Allison-Courtley-Weller-King Funeral Home.
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Former NBA Star Stoudemire Just
Launched a Line of Kosher Wines
By Josefin Dolsten
NEW YORK (JTA) — Six-time NBA AllStar Amar’e Stoudemire has launched a
line of kosher-for-Passover Israeli wines.
The 6-foot-10 former player, who returned earlier this month from a trip to
the Jewish state, spoke glowingly about
the wines and his connection to Israel at
a news conference here Tuesday.
“It’s a blessing for me and my family to
be able to produce such great wines from
a land like the land of Israel, so we’re constantly counting our blessings for that,”
Stoudemire told reporters at the Jewish
National Fund House on the Upper East
Side.

Stoudemire, 35, said he had been in
talks with the Israel Wine Producers Association for three years about making an
Israeli wine and realized the opportunity
when he relocated to the country in 2016
to play for the Israeli team Hapoel Jerusalem. He retired from basketball last year
after helping lead Hapoel Jerusalem to
the Israeli Basketball League Cup.
“Once I moved to Israel, it was the
perfect connection to meet with the vineyards and go to the tastings and figure
out the different blends for each bottle,”
said Stoudemire, a part-owner of Hapoel
Jerusalem.
Stoudemire played for the New York

Knicks and Phoenix Suns among other
teams in a 16-year NBA career. Although
raised Christian, he began exploring a
spiritual connection to Judaism on a trip
to Israel in 2010.
“I feel spiritually Jewish, culturally
Jewish,” he said at the time.
Stoudemire’s line includes two red
wine blends and one Cabernet Sauvignon, all produced in limited quantity by
the Tulip Winery on its vineyards in Kfar
Tikva, in Israel’s north.

and adhere to some Jewish customs.
“A kosher wine is always important for
us because you can drink those during
the High Holy Days,” he said.
This isn’t Stoudemire’s first venture
outside of basketball. He has also started
his own clothing line and record label,
and written children’s books.
His fans may also wonder if Stoudemire will be using the wine for purposes other than drinking: In 2014, the
athlete shared a photo of himself soak-

Help Create Smiles for Courageous Children

Please donate and share the link:

https://www.gofundme.com/kids-of-courage-official-campaign
If you have any further questions please contact Esther Cohen Esther@kidsoc.org
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The winery produced only 100 bottles
of the high-end wine, Stoudemire Private Collection, with each bottle retailing
at $244.99. It produced slightly larger
quantities, 1,680 each, of the Stoudemire
Reserve and Stoudemire Grand Reserve
wines, which are retailing for $59.99 and
$99.99, respectively. The kosher beverage giant Royal Wine Corp. is distributing
the wines, which are currently only available for purchase in stores in New York
and New Jersey.
Stoudemire, who continues to speak
about his connection to Israel, said he’s
open to producing additional wines, but
that he would not produce them outside
the Jewish state.
“I prefer to keep the wines strictly
from the grapes in Israel,” he said. “It’s
my way of giving back to the land. I try to
do what I can to stay rooted.”
Making sure the wine was kosher was
important to the basketball star. Stoudemire identifies with the Hebrew Israelites, African-Americans who believe they
are connected to the biblical Israelites
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ing in red wine. He later said that he had
been engaging in the practice — known
as vinotherapy — for months in order to
relax and rejuvenate his body.
On Tuesday, Stoudemire said the
whole deal had been exaggerated
“It was a birthday gift, a friend of mine
was [saying], ‘Hey I got this perfect place
for you to go, they have this red wine
bath, and I want you to try it out,’” he recalled. “So I went and tried it out. It was
great, so I took a picture, then I posted on
Instagram, and it just kind of was blown
out of proportion. That’s a luxury deal,
red wine baths.”
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YWCA Youngstown
to Host
International
Women’s Day
Event
YWCA Youngstown will celebrate
women at an International Women’s Day
event from 6 to 8 p.m. March 15 at the
YWCA, 25 W. Rayen Ave.
The event will encourage diversity,
recognize the uniqueness of various cultures, and celebrate women. Included
will be a multicultural fashion show, food,
and music from around the world.
Participants are needed for the fashion
show. A limited number of resource and
vendor tables are available, as well. Resource tables are $20 and vendor tables
are $30. The cost for guests is $15. For
students and fashion show participants,
the cost is $10. The deadline to register
is March 12.
For more information, call 330-7466361, 112. To register or reserve a resource or vendor table, go to ywca.org/
Youngstown.
The event is sponsored by International Institute Fund, a component fund
of Community Foundation of the Mahoning Valley, and is in partnership with the
Women and Gender Studies Department
and the Human Ecology Department,
Youngstown State University.
YWCA, through its housing, youth
development, and empowerment programs, is on a mission to eliminate racism, empower women, stand up for social justice, help families, and strengthen
communities. To learn more about YWCA,
visit ywca.org/youngstown.
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Sandy’s Scrapbook
(continued from page 17)
And, as much as possible, we have left
her original labels.”
“Sandy’s Scrapbook” is the first in
what the May 4 Visitors Center hopes
will be a series of four exhibitions in tribute to the four lives lost on May 4, 1970
– Allison Krause, Jeffrey Miller, Sandra
Scheuer and William Schroeder. The purpose behind these exhibits is to focus not
just on the deaths of these students, but
on the lives that they lived and the people that they were.
“Sandy’s Scrapbook,” a new exhibition
at Kent State University’s May 4 Visitors
Center, pays tribute to the life of Sandy
Scheuer.“Too often, Sandy, Bill, Allison
and Jeff are only known for their tragic
deaths,” Farmer said. “We want to show
that they lived interesting and full lives.
And, in many ways, their stories represent the divides of the era. Allison and
Jeff were activists. Bill was a member of
the ROTC, struggling with the meaning of
the Vietnam War. Sandy was an honors
student trying to get to class. They were
all siblings, children of loving parents
and students of Kent State University.
They were people with enormous potential, taken way too soon. That is what we
hope to convey.”
The exhibition was designed by
Glyphix Studio, a student-staffed design
studio within Kent State’s School of Visual Communication Design, and IdeaBase,
a student-powered design agency within
Kent State’s College of Communication
and Information. “Sandy’s Scrapbook” is
sponsored by the Youngstown Area Jewish Federation, Hillel at Kent State and
Kent State’s Jewish Studies Program in
the College of Arts and Sciences.
For more information about the May 4
Visitors Center at Kent State, please visit
www.kent.edu/may4.
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~ Attorneys at Law ~

3801 Starrs Centre Drive
Canfield, OH 44406
(330) 744-4137
www.fandrlaw.com
Leonard D. Schiavone
James B. Dietz
Tracie L. Schmidt
Carl D. Rafoth

The Jewish Journal Monthly Magazine

Robert M. Palma
Glenn R. Osborn
Shannon E. Greene-Day
Anthony Siciliano

T. Scott Kamenista, Jr.

23

PASSOVER

FLAVORS OF

Prices effective March 29 through April 11, 2018. Items available at participating locations while supplies last.

PRODUCE
All Purpose
Russet Potatoes

99

¢

lb.

Golden
Delicious or
McIntosh Apples
3 lb. bag

2

7

$

FOR

Fresh
Horseradish
Root

2

3

29

Empire Kosher
Fresh Whole
Frying Chicken

No antibiotics or
added hormones,
Product of Australia

lb.

99

bunch

2

99

Empire Kosher
Frozen Hen
Turkeys

3

lb.

10 oz.,
selected varieties

499

bunch

ea.

Save up to $1.00 ea. with your

ea.

1

99
ea.

24

17AD32055_YJN_0301.indd 1

5

FOR

5 lbs.,
selected varieties

8

99
ea.

Save up to $3.00 ea. with your

2

Yehuda
Gefilte Fish

24 oz.,
selected varieties

7

$

FOR

Save up to $1.49 on 2 with your

Save with your

KOSHER WINE

10% discount available when you Mix & Match
6 or more bottles (750 mL or larger).
Plus all state and local taxes.
Not all items and retails available in all areas.

649
ea.

Save up to $1.20 ea. with your

64 oz., selected varieties

Yehuda Matzo

16 oz.

$

Kedem Concord
Grape Juice

Carrots
bunch

2

59

Manischewitz
Matzo Macaroons

Fresh Curly or
Plain Parsley

99

Manischewitz
Passover
Matzo Meal

4.5 to 5 oz.,
selected varieties

ea.

¢

lb.

Manischewitz
Matzo Ball Soup

lb.

Organic
Red Beets

5

49

Thomas Farms
Free Range
Lamb Shanks

7

49

ea.

Save up to $1.70 ea. with your
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Manischewitz
Concord Grape
or Blackberry

Bartenura
Moscato d'Asti
or Pinot Grigio

4 13

750 mL

99
ea.

Save $1.00 ea.

750 mL

99
ea.

Save up to $6.00 ea.

Please visit our stores for additional selections of fine kosher wines.
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