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FAMILY FUN EVENT
FOR ALL AGES

(Above left) The hot new restaurant in Philadelphia is Michael Solomonov's Zahav,
featuring a world of Israeli cooking. His incredible mezza platter was part of
WPSU's "Jewels of the Night" dinner. And the Jewish Journal was there. See story,
page 10.
(Left) Fun for all at the JCC's Purim carnival on Sunday, March 20. Area synagogues
also have Purim celebrations planned. See pages 21 and 23.
For more information
Youth department at 330-746-3251
youth@jccyoungstown.org

Costume Contest

for Kids @ 12:00
Super Cool
Sup
Su
Kids Prizes!
Kid
Ki

(Above) A dream come true for Rachel Zatcoff Kessler, making her Broadway debut
in Phantom of the Opera. Read about her blossoming career on page 5. Rachel is
the wife of Seth Kessler and daughter-in-law of Linda and Ron Kessler of Girard.
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Politics

U.K. issues new guidelines against boycotts of Israel

(JNS.org) The British government on
Wednesday announced new guidelines
against boycotts of Israel by local governments within the United Kingdom.
The guidelines set forth by the British government make clear “that procurement boycotts by public authorities
are inappropriate, outside where formal
legal sanctions, embargoes and restrictions have been put in place by the government.”
“Town hall boycotts undermine
good community relations, poisoning
and polarizing debate, weakening integration and fueling anti-Semitism,” the
British government said.
The guidelines also cite the World
Trade Organization Government Pro-

curement Agreement, which requires
all of the accord’s signing countries to be
treated fairly. Israel is included among
those nations.
“Any public body found to be in
breach of the regulations could be subject to severe penalties,” stated the British directive.
In December 2014, the local government in Leicester voted to boycott
goods produced by Jewish communities located beyond the 1967 lines, in
response to Israel’s actions in Gaza.
U.K. Cabinet Office Minister Matthew Hancock, who was in Israel recently, said that “we need to challenge
and prevent these divisive town hall
boycotts.”

“The new guidance on procurement
combined with changes we are making
to how pension pots can be invested will
help prevent damaging and counterproductive local foreign policies undermining our national security,” he said.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu praised the U.K.’s move
during a meeting with Hancock and a
delegation of British officials in Jerusalem.
“I want to commend the British government for refusing to discriminate
against Israel and Israelis, and I commend you for standing up for the one
and only true democracy in the Middle
East,” Netanyahu said.

No sunshine for BDS: Florida passes anti-boycott bill
By Joshua Sharf/JNS.org

In a near-unanimous 112-2 vote, the
Florida House of Representatives on
Feb. 24 passed “Senate Bill 86: Scrutinized Companies,” legislation designed
to prevent Florida from investing in or
doing business with companies participating in boycotts of Israel.
If signed into law by Florida Governor Rick Scott, the bill would require the
state to maintain a list of “scrutinized
companies” participating in boycotts
of Israel, or boycotts against companies
and individuals doing business in Israel.
Even a statement by a company that it
planned to participate in such a boycott
could be held against the company.
The bill also makes no distinction
between undisputed Israeli territory
and the communities located beyond
Israel’s 1967 lines. Florida’s state government would be required to divest from
companies on the “scrutinized” list,
while municipal governments within
the state would also be prohibited from
contracting with companies on the list
above a threshold amount.
In a growing trend of individual U.S.
states taking legislative action against
the anti-Israel Boycott, Divestment and
Sanctions (BDS) movement, Tennessee,
New York, and Pennsylvania have all
passed resolutions condemning BDS,
while Illinois, Indiana, and South Carolina have gone even further. Illinois
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passed a bill that prohibits state pension
funds from including in their portfolios
companies that participate in the BDS
movement.
South Carolina passed legislation
that bars state agencies from contracting with any business that boycotts others “based on race, color, religion, gender, or national origin.”
Most recently, a measure passed
unanimously in January by the Indiana
House of Representatives requires “the
public retirement system to divest from
businesses that engage in action or inaction to boycott, divest from, or sanction
Israel.” The Florida legislation, too, goes
beyond condemnation of BDS.
“The [BDS] movement, while being
anti-Israel, is not pro-peace or even proPalestinian. Its goals, if achieved, would
leave Palestinians impoverished. We
welcome the fact that Florida is joining
Illinois and South Carolina in rejecting
the boycott campaign,” said Roz Rothstein, CEO of the pro-Israel education
and advocacy group StandWithUs.
The bill had passed unanimously in
the Florida Senate, 38-0, before the 1122 House vote. During both the floor
debate and committee testimony in the
House, Rep. Jared Moskowitz (D-Broward) noted that the BDS movement
is becoming “cool” on even state-funded college campuses. He cited a recent
vote by the University of South Florida
Student Senate to request that the uni-

versity divest from Israel. That vote was
eventually vetoed by the student body’s
president and vice president. Moskowitz also referenced the European Union’s
recent removal of “Made in Israel” labels from Israeli products originating
beyond the 1967 lines.
Other supporters of the Florida bill
noted the close trade, military, and political ties between Israel and the United
States, and the fact that Israel is the Middle East’s only functioning democracy.
At a Feb. 4 hearing of the Florida
House State Affairs Committee, almost
all of the citizen testimony against the
bill came from college students, who argued that BDS was a “peaceful” way of
pressuring Israel with respect to the settlements and its relations with the Palestinians. Attendees of the same hearing
who support the bill pointed out that
punishing Israel was less likely to result
in a lasting two-state solution.
While most of the debate about the
Florida bill focused on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and broader Arab-Israeli
conflict, the matter is also one of pure
business for the state of Florida. In 2013,
Florida exported roughly $80 million in
goods and services to Israel, with roughly half that amount relating to motor vehicles and civilian aircraft. Florida also
imported about $140 million worth of
Israeli agricultural and technological
products that year.
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Canada formally
opposes BDS
Ottawa (JTA) An anti-BDS motion
was passed by the Canadian Parliament
in a 229-51 vote on Feb. 22. Introduced
last week by members of the opposition
Conservative Party, the motion won support from the ruling Liberal Party as well.
It calls on the Canadian government
to “condemn any and all attempts by
Canadian organizations, groups or individuals to promote the BDS movement,
both here at home and abroad.”
In addition, the motion notes Canada
and Israel’s “long history of friendship as
well as economic and diplomatic relations.” The motion says the BDS movement “promotes the demonization and
delegitimization of the State of Israel.”
Speaking in favour of the motion last
week, Foreign Affairs Minister Stephane
Dion said “the world will win nothing
for boycotting Israel but depriving itself
of the talents of its inventiveness.”
Canadian Jewish groups have
praised the motion. In a statement last
week to The CJN, Shimon Fogel, CEO
of the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs, said, “The boycott movement does
not contribute to peace and is not proPalestinian. It is discrimination based
on nationality, and it harms both Israelis
and Palestinians alike by driving the two
sides further apart. The BDS movement
is a fringe movement and is outside genuine peace efforts.”

Roseanne Barr to
speak in Jerusalem
(JTA) — American Jewish comedian Roseanne Barr will participate in
a March 28 conference in Jerusalem
about fighting the Boycott, Divestment
and Sanctions, or BDS, movement.
Barr was invited to the conference,
which is sponsored by Israeli newspaper Yedioth Ahronoth, because of her
involvement with the pro-Israel group
StandWithUs, according to Ynet.
“I am proud to stand with Israel during the week of Purim,” Barr said Thursday, according to Ynet. “This is the holiday where Esther mobilized the Jewish
community, and because of her strong
and unifying stance, she succeeded in

(Continued on p.6)
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✡ Present current local, national and world news of Jewish interest;

March 15 is the deadline for articles and ads for the April 2015 issue.
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Youngstown
Symphony

Rachel Zatcoff Kessler shines in ‘Phantom’
on Broadway

Inbal Segev with her 343-year-old cello.

On Sept.2 last year, when Rachel Zatcoff debuted the role of Christine in the
Broadway production of Phantom of the
Opera, 70 members of her family were
in the audience to welcome her. She says
even now that she’s been performing on
Mondays and Saturdays, a friend or family members is there for her every weekend. She said, “I’ve seen more of my parents in the last five months than in the
previous five years.
For the little girl who started singing
when she was 4 — as her father played
the piano — to the teen who did lots of
theater and musicals in middle school
and high school — Upper Dublin High
School in suburban Philadelphia — to a
bachelor’s degree in vocal performance at
Rutgers, and a master’s in opera, singing
on Broadway was a dream come true.
Her first voice teacher played Phantom in the car, and then she saw the musical when she was 11 or 12. She soon
knew almost every song in the musical theater repertoire, though she says
Sondheim is her favorite.
The role of Christine is so demanding that two women share the role. Ms.
Zatcoff said that on Broadway, only the
Genie in Aladdin is played by two different men.
With her performance schedule, she
says she has time for a normal life.
Rachel and now-husband Seth Kessler were set up by two close friends
when she was at Rutgers and Seth was
working in New York City, where he’s in
commercial real estate.
She recalls that in 2013 when she and
Seth were engaged, “I found out that
I had been cast as Maria in an international tour of West Side Story, performing in 1313 different countries including
in Israel.”
She says that was her first big step
into the musical theater world.
The, last June, she had an audition for
Phantom. First, there was a series of callbacks, then an hour of video, and then
two weeks of waiting.
When her agent called to tell her the
status of he audition, she said, “What if
I told you, you were going to be making
your Broadway debut in a month?”
When she began the auditioning pro-

Photo:/Dario Acosta

The final Classic series concert of
The Youngstown Symphony Orchestra
will feature Israeli-American cellist Inbal Segev performing the Ernest Bloch
“Hebraic Rhapsody Schelomo [Solomon]” and Leonard Bernstein’s “Three
Mediations from Mass for cello and orchestra.” Other orchestra selections will
be Copland’s “The Tender Land Suite”
and the Asagietto from “Mahler’s Fifth
Symphony.”
The concert is underwritten, in part,
by The Thomases Family Endowment of
the Youngstown Area Jewish Federation.
Tickets for the 8 p.m. performance
on Saturday, April 9 at the DeYor Performing Arts Center/Edward W. Powers
Auditorium, may be obtained by calling
the box office 330-744-0264 and http://
www.youngstownsymphony.com.
Inbal Segev’s many honors include
the America-Israel Cultural Foundation
Scholarship and top prizes at the Pablo
(See Symphony on p. 9)
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This photograph of Rachel and co-star Jeremy Hays as Raoul and the cover photo were
provided to the Journal by the Phantom production office.

cess from Phantom, father-in-law Ron held to that promise.
There are many Kessler cousins in th
Kessler said, “When — not if — you start
performing, I will come to New York ev- New York area: Ari, Oren and his wif
ery month to see you.” Rachel says he has Jessica, Henry, Chloe, Gabby, and Sa
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Federation

YAJF holds first ‘hometown reunion’ in Phoenix
More than 30 people attended the
Youngstown Area Jewish Federation’s
first snowbird event in Phoenix, AZ.,
held at the home of Marsha Burdman,
on Jan. 27.
Andy Lipkin, executive vice-president of the Youngstown Area Jewish
Federation, spoke on the programs and
services provided by the Federation
and its agencies. Endowment Director
Debbi Grinstein explained that “our
programs are successful because of the
compassion and perseverance of our
staff and volunteers.”
Micah Halpern, a columnist and a

social and political commentator, spoke
at the event. Halpern specializes in analyzing world events and evaluating their
relevance for and impact upon Jewish
communities at home and in Israel. He
lectures frequently, both in the United
States and Israel, on issues relating to
terror, foreign affairs, Israel and the
Middle East,.
He is the author of Thugs: How History’s Most Notorious Despots Transformed
the World through Terror, Tyranny, and
Mass Murder
During the successful event, people
socialized with old friends and were en-

Purim Books at the JCC Library

Come to the JCC library to find a
wonderful selection of Purim books.
Listed below are some of what we have
to offer.

Books for Adults

Books for Children

The Jewish Holiday Kitchen by Joan
Nathan
Jewish Holiday Feasts by Louise Fiszer
& Jeanette Ferrary
The Children’s Jewish Holiday Kitchen
by Joan Nathan

The Better-Than-Best Purim by Naomi
Howland
The Queen Who Saved Her People by
Tilda Balsley
Purim Play by Roni Schotter
Cakes and Miracles: A Purim Tale by
Barbara Diamond Goldin
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The Purim Anthology by Philip Goodman

Cookbooks

Library Hours
9-noon Monday, Wednesday and Friday

thusiastic about the Federation making
the effort to visit Phoenix. This summer,
the trip will be further evaluated to plan
for a future program.

Among the attendees: (Upper right, left
to right) Speaker Micah Halpern, Paul Gluck,
and Eunice Feldman Robbins. (Below, left)
Marsha Burdman. (Below center from left to
right) Penny Lieberman Lutsi, Murray Malin,
Louis and Marlene Epstein, and Bobbi Malin.
(Below right), Yetta Gluck and Beverly Nathan.

JCC Library book
club meets March 17
The next meeting of the JCC Library
Book Club will be on Thursday, March
17 at 1:30 p.m. in the library. The group
will discuss The Marriage of Opposites
by Alice Hoffman.
One copy is available at the JCC library. and other copies can be obtained
through the public libraries, Search
Ohio, and also on Kindle. Call Mary
Lou Henneman at 330-746-3251 and
leave a message if you have questions or
wish to join.
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Roseanne Barr (continued from p. 2)

overturning the brutal decree to destroy
us.
Barr, who starred in the long-running
sitcom “Roseanne,” will tour the country
for two weeks prior to the conference
and will be accompanied by her mother.
The comedian is an outspoken critic
of the pro-Palestinian left and BDS. She
has even called Jews who support BDS
“anti-Semites.”
Others expected at the conference
include Israeli President Reuven Rivlin, several government ministers and
Knesset members and Sodastream CEO
Daniel Birnbaum.
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Israel

5 women from ancient Chinese Jewish community to make aliyah
KAIFENG, China – For the first time
in nearly seven years, five 20-something
women from the ancient Chinese Jewish
community of Kaifeng were set to arrive
in Israel on Feb. 29 to fulfill their dreams
of making Aliyah, thanks to the Jerusalem-based nonprofit Shasvei Israel.
The women — Gao Yichen (“Weiwei”), Yue Ting, Li Jing, Li Yuan, and
Li Chengjin (“Lulu”) have been studying Hebrew and Judaism intensively for
several years in Kaifeng. Upon arrival
in Israel, they will be greeted by Shavei
Israel Chairman Michael Freund, who
will take them straight from Ben Gurion
Airport to the Western Wall (the Kotel)
so they can thank God for helping them
return to the land of their ancestors.
“Kaifeng’s Jewish descendants are a
living link between China and the Jewish people,” said Freund, who succeeded
in obtaining the requisite permission to
bring the Chinese Jews on Aliyah after
several years of struggling with the Israeli bureaucracy.
“After centuries of assimilation, a
growing number of the Kaifeng Jews in

recent years have begun seeking to return to their roots and embrace their
Jewish identity,” Freund said, adding
that, “These five young women are determined to rejoin the Jewish people
and become proud citizens of the Jewish
state, and we are delighted to help them
realize their dreams.”
“Being part of the Jewish people is an
honor, because of the heritage and wisdom,” said Li Jing, who on a brief previous visit to Israel put a note of prayer
in the Kotel asking to return and live in
Israel. “Now, my prayer has been answered,” she said.
The last time Shavei Israel was able
to bring a group of Chinese Jews from
Kaifeng on Aliyah was in October 2009,
when seven young men from the community arrived in the Jewish state.
The five women plan to continue their Jewish studies at Jerusalem’s
Midreshet Nishmat — The Jeanie Schottenstein Center For Advanced Torah
Study For Women, with the support of
Shavei Israel, which will also cover their
living expenses and support them as

Photo/Tuvia Gering, Shavei Israel’s emissary to Kaifeng

In the photo, standing, from left to right, are Li Yuan; Yue Ting; Gao Yichen; Li Jing; and Li
Chengjin.

RIGHT BEHIND YOU – ALL THE WAY.

At HD Davis, our dedicated team of business and ﬁnancial
professionals take a proactive approach to helping meet
your future goals while working within your means to remain
ﬁnancially practical in the present. Utilizing an open line of
communication, research and sound analysis, we’re able
to gain a deeper understanding of your needs and offer a
realistic, simple approach to taxes and smart technology.
To learn more about how we can help your business
prosper and grow, visit HDDavisCPAs.pro
Call today for a FREE Tax Consultation.

HD Davis CPA s
We let you concentrate on what
you do best – grow your business

330.759.8522
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they prepare to undergo formal conversion by Israel’s Chief Rabbinate. Upon
completion of the conversion process,
they will receive Israeli citizenship.
The Chinese Jews of Kaifeng are believed to have been founded by Iraqi or
Persian Jewish merchants in the 8th or
9th century. Kaifeng’s Jewish community built a large and beautiful synagogue
in 1163, which was renovated throughout the years.
At its peak, during the Ming Dynasty
(1368-1644), the Kaifeng Jewish community may have numbered up to 5,000
people. But widespread intermarriage
and assimilation, and the death of the
community’s last rabbi, brought about
its demise by the early 19th century. Today the community claims between 500
to 1,000 members.
Despite the pressure to assimilate,
many of the Kaifeng Jews sought to preserve their Jewish identity and pass it
down to their descendants, who contin-
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ue to observe Jewish customs. Today the
community is experiencing a revived
interest in its roots, and Shavei Israel
has been providing support while helping some immigrate to Israel.
About Shavei Israel:
Shavei Israel is a non-profit organization founded by Michael Freund, who
immigrated to Israel from the United
States, with the aim of strengthening
the ties between the Jewish people, the
State of Israel and the descendants of
Jews around the world. The organization is currently active in nine countries
and provides assistance to a variety of
different communities such as the Bnei
Menashe of India, the Bnei Anousim
(referred to as the derogatory “Marranos” by historians) in Spain, Portugal and South America, the Subbotnik
Jews of Russia, the Jewish community of
Kaifeng in China, descendants of Jews
living in Poland, and others. For more
information visit: www.shavei.org.
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In Memoriam

Alfred E. Mann, philanthropist
and biomedical entrepreneur

Last survivor of Treblinka revolt,
Samuel Willenberg, dies at 93

Alfred E. Mann, a world-renowned
humanitarian and entrepreneur who
founded 17 companies in the aerospace
and biomedical technology industries,
died Feb. 25. He was 90.
Mr. Mann was born in Portland, OR,
to a Jewish family. His father was a grocer who emigrated from England, and
his mother, from Poland, was a pianist.
Mr. Mann was a loyal supporter of
the Technion, establishing the Alfred
Mann Institute for Biomedical Development at the Technion, focused on
enabling commercialization of innovative biomedical technologies that improve human health. Together with his
wife, Claude, Mr. Mann was a Technion Guardian, a designation reserved
for those who have reached the highest
level of commitment. He was awarded a
Technion Honorary Doctorate in 2005.
Alfred E. Mann founded and largely
funded 17 companies in his career. Two
companies became public and 10 were
acquired at an overall total of almost $8

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Samuel Willenberg, the last survivor of the Treblinka camp revolt, has died.
Willenberg, who escaped the Nazi
death camp in 1943, died on Friday, Feb.
21, at his home in Tel Aviv. He was 93.
He was born in 1923 in Częstochowa,
Poland, to a Jewish father and a mother
who converted to Judaism from Orthodox Christianity, and was taken to the
Treblinka death camp in Nazi-occupied
Poland in 1942, when he was 19 years
old.
At the advice of an acquaintance,
Willenberg told Nazi guards when he
entered Treblinka that he was a bricklayer, which saved his life; the rest of his
transport was killed in the gas chambers.
Willenberg was a leader of the August 1943 revolt at the camp, in which
300 prisoners escaped. About 100 of the
escaped inmates survived, according to
the U.S. Holocaust Memorial and Museum in Washington, D.C.
Over 800,000 Jews from Poland and
Greece were killed at Treblinka.

billion. The companies currently within
the family include MannKind Corporation, which develops novel therapeutics and drug delivery technologies for
treatment primarily of diabetes, metabolic disease and cancer;
Bioness, which develops and manufactures systems to address neural deficits and to restore controlled function
of paralyzed limbs to address peripheral
pain; Second Sight, which is developing
visual prostheses to restore sight to the
blind; IncuMed, which is developing
novel percutaneous seals for various applications; and perQflo, which is developing drug delivery systems.
Mr. Mann’s extensive experience
with type 1 diabetes at MiniMed — another of his companies — led him to
explore therapies to improve outcomes
for people with type 2 diabetes which
he considered a pandemic challenging
Mr. Mann also founded and served as
(Continued on p 17)

Willenberg later joined the Polish
partisans and took part in the Warsaw
Uprising in 1944.
He moved to Israel in 1950 and spent
the rest of his life teaching about the Holocaust, including visiting Poland and
Treblinka with high school students.
Willenberg wrote a memoir about
his experiences called “Revolt in Treblinka.” He had hoped to establish a museum at Treblinka, which had mostly
been leveled by the Nazis at the end of
the war.
“Samuel Willenberg was a hero who
defied the odds and risked his life during the darkest time in modern history,”
World Jewish Congress CEO Robert
Singer said in a statement. “He dedicated his life’s work to the memory of those
who perished in the Holocaust and to
honoring the Jewish people.
“As the number of living Holocaust
survivors dwindles, it is our duty to continue their legacy and ensure that future
generations remember their sacrifices
and never forget the horrors that the
Jewish people were forced to endure.”

The Jewish Journal extends its condolences to the family of Victor S. Rubenstein who died on Feb. 2. The family asks that, in lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to Akiva Academy, 505 Gypsy Lane, Youngstown, OH 44504.

ASSISTED LIVING
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Culture
Maltz Museum

Bringing evil out of the shadows

CLEVELAND, OH Operation Finale: The Capture & Trial of Adolf Eichmann, on view now at the Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage, reveals the heretofore secret history behind one of the
20th century’s most sensational events.
From a conversation with a top prosecutor of Nazi war criminals to a look at
modern-day secret intelligence, public
programs at the Beachwood museum
explore the legacy of the clandestine
capture and globally broadcast trial of a
high profile Nazi war criminal. “These
exhibition-related events look at how
the Eichmann case changed the world’s
understanding of the Holocaust,” says
Jeffery Allen, director of education and
public programs. “We’ll also explore the
nature of evil as well as the concepts justice and responsibility.”
Operation Finale: The Capture &
Trial of Adolf Eichmann is the first exhibition in the U.S. to fully document the
daring capture and globally broadcast
trial of a principal perpetrator of The
Final Solution.
The artifacts in Operation Finale were
only recently declassified by the Mossad
and their appearance in this exhibition
marks the first time the national intelligence service has allowed archival materials related a clandestine operation to
leave Israel.
The 4,000-square-foot multimedia
exhibition produced by the Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage in collaboration with The Mossad – Israeli Secret
Intelligence Service and Beit Hatfutsot
– The Museum of the Jewish People,
Tel Aviv, will travel to other museums
across the country after its debut in
Cleveland.
The head of the Nazis’ homicidal
“Jewish Department” who zealously
managed the transport of millions of
innocent people to death camps disappeared after World War II.
Photographs, film and recently declassified espionage artifacts never before seen outside of Israel reveal the dramatic secret history behind the pursuit,
capture, extradition and 1961 trial of a
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notorious Nazi war criminal.
Space is limited and advance reservations are always recommended. Programs with an asterisk (*) include admission to Operation Finale. For more
information on these and other Maltz
Museum events and exhibitions, call
216 593-0575 or visit maltzmuseum.
org.

The Eichmann Show*
Wed., March 9, 7 p.m.
Free with Museum admission ($12
adults, $10 seniors)

Ground-breaking producer Milton
Fruchtman and blacklisted TV director
Leo Hurwitz’s amazing efforts to televise the 1961 trial of Adolf Eichmann
are dramatized in this BBC film starring
Martin Freeman and Anthony Lapaglia.

The impact of Eichmann on
Catholic-Jewish relations*
Wed., March 23, 7 p.m.
$12 general, $6 Maltz Museum members

Dr. Richard Steigmann-Gall, author
of The Holy Reich: Nazi Conceptions of
Christianity, 1919-1945 and associate
professor of history at Kent State University, explores the impact of the Eichmann trial on Catholic-Jewish relations.
The power of music and the human
spirit
Wed., March 30, 7 p.m. - Free
Cuyahoga Community College East
Campus (4250 Richmond Road, Highland Hills, OH 44122)

Friedman & Rummell Co., L.P.A.
~ Attorneys at Law ~

3801 Starrs Centre Drive
Canfield, OH 44406
(330) 744-4137
www.fandrlaw.com
James B. Dietz
Leonard D. Schiavone
Tracie L. Schmidt
Carl D. Rafoth

Robert M. Palma
Glenn R. Osborn
Krishna James
54DPUU,BNFOJTUB +S

(Continued on p . 9)
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Maltz Museum (continued from page 4)

In Hiding in the Spotlight, a Musical
Prodigy’s Story of Survival, 1941-1946,
author Greg Dawson writes about his
mother, pianist Zhanna Arshanskaya
Dawson, a child prodigy who performed
for unsuspecting Nazis using a false,
non-Jewish identity. Dawson and his
mother are part of a moderated discussion with Dr. David Redles, Cuyahoga
Community College; Dr. Sean Martin,
Western Reserve Historical Society;
Kira Seaton, Cuyahoga Community
College; and Bruno Tatalovic, Cuyahoga
Community College. Music by pianist
Emanuela Friscioni (performing part of
Chopin’s “Fantaisie Impromptu”) is also
included in the evening.

Good by CP Taylor*

Sun., April 3, 2 p.m.
Free with Museum admission ($12
adults, $10 seniors)
The Temple-Tifereth Israel (26000
Shaker Boulevard, Beachwood, OH
44122)
A novelist and professor of German
literature living in Frankfurt during the
early days of National Socialism, John
Halder is an intellectual unconcerned
with politics until he finds himself recruited for the coming war effort. Ignoring all the warnings–including those
of his Jewish best friend–Halder heads
off to the moral abyss. Interplay Jewish
Theatre’s dramatic reading of CP Taylor’s Good reveals a gripping tale about
our human capacity for evil.

Declarations of Survival

Representations of Motherhood in
Women’s Holocaust Art & Narrative
Wed., April 6, 7 p.m.
Free
Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage
Kent State University scholar Alexis
Baker invites conversation and reflection on narratives produced by professional women artists during the Holocaust. In conjunction with Books@
Work, Baker explores memory, image,
and the sustaining power of hope. A
Ph.D. candidate finishing her disserta-

Youngstown Symphony (continued from p. 5)

tion on women’s Holocaust narratives,
Baker has written a chapter in the forthcoming Food, Feminisms, and Rhetoric
from Southern Illinois University Press.

Playreading 101*
3-part series: Thurs., April 7, May 5 &
June 2, 1-3 p.m.
$35 general, $25 Maltz Museum
Members
Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage
Local playwright and Interplay Jewish Theatre founder Faye Sholiton leads
discussions around play scripts that relate compelling stories of the Holocaust
in this three-part series. Arthur Miller’s
Incident at Vichy looks at the guilt,
fear and complicity of individuals facing judgment; Tadeusz Słobodzianek’s
Our Class examines small-town Polish
childhood friendships destroyed by anti-Semitism, violence and lawlessness;
and Juan Mayorga’s Way to Heaven observes Nazi propaganda in action.

Looking Back at Eichmann in
Jerusalem*

Casals, Paulo, and Washington International Competitions. She began playing
the cello in Israel at age five and at 16
was invited by Isaac Stern to come to the
U.S. to continue her studies. She holds
degrees from The Juilliard School and
Yale University.
Segev has performed as soloist with
many acclaimed orchestras internationally and made debuts with the Berlin
Philharmonic and Israel Philharmonic,
led by Zubin Mehta, at age 17. She has
commissioned new works from composers including Avner Dorman, Timo
Andres, Gity Razaz, Dan Visconti and
more. In addition to her work as a soloist, she is a founding member of the
Amerigo Trio with former New York
Philharmonic concertmaster Glenn
Dicterow and violist Karen Dreyfus.
Segev’s discography includes Bach’s
Cello Suites (Vox) released September
2015, a world premiere recording of
works by Lucas Richman with the Pitts-

Wed., April 13, 7 p.m.
$12 general, $6 Maltz Museum members
Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage
Fifty-five years ago the State of Israel
placed Nazi war criminal Adolf Eichmann on trial. Dr. Jay Geller explores
reactions to this landmark moment in
Israeli and modern Jewish history and
how the globally broadcast event and
Hannah Arendt’s controversial reporting changed public understanding of
the Holocaust across the world.

burgh Symphony (Albany), Sonatas by
Beethoven and Boccherini (Opus One),
Nigun (Vox), and Max Schubel’s Concerto for Cello (Opus One).
Inbal Segev lives in New York with
her husband and three children. Her
cello was made by Francesco Ruggieri
in 1673.
In describing his music, Ernest Bloch
said, “I do not propose or desire to attempt a reconstruction of the music of
the Jews ... or to base my work on melodies more or less authentic. I am not an
archaeologist. I believe that the most
important thing is to write good and
sincere music — my music. It is rather
the Hebrew spirit that interests me, the
complex, ardent, agitated soul that vibrates for me in the Bible. The vigor ...
of the Patriarchs, the violence...in the
books of the Prophets, the burning love
of justice ... the sorrow and the grandeur
of the Book of Job, the sensuality of the
Song of Songs. All this is in us, all this
is in me, and it is the better part of me.”

Post-9/11 FBI*
Wed ., April 27, 7 p.m.
$12 general, $6 Maltz Museum members
Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage
In a post-9/11 world, the FBI shifted
its mandate from “white collar crime” to
“counterterrorism, counterintelligence,
and cyber security.” Join Assistant Special Agent in Charge-Cleveland FBI Ken
Keppler for this exclusive look into the
world of the modern spy.

Spring ahead: daylight saving time begins on March 13.
March 2016

The Jewish Journal Monthly Magazine

9

From Squirrel Hill to Israel and
then to fame in Philadelphia
Story and photographs by Patricia R. Kelvin, Journal Editor

The Jewish community of State College, PA, is not large, but the fame of Michael Solomonov’s modern Israeli restaurant, Zahav, in Philadelphia as well as
his Federal Donut chain and Percy Street
Barbecue, means his cuisine draws a clientele far beyond some perceived ethnic
border.
So when WPSU, Penn State’s PBS/
NPR station, started planning its 24th
annual Connoisseur’s Dinner and Auction, Chef Solomonov seemed an ideal
choice.
A 2011 James Beard award winner
for “Best Chef, Mid-Atlantic,” he has
also been recognized by The New York
Times, Bon Appetit, Food and Wine,
Condé Naste Traveler, and Travel + Leisure for his culinary accomplishments.
All the food was prepared in the
kitchen of the Nittany Lion Inn, except
(Continued on p. 22)

Above, The title of Michael Solomonov's eclectic
cookbook Zahav shares its name with his highly
regarded Philadelphia restaurant. Right, Chef
Michael explains his cooking philosophy to the 335
guests at WPSU's "Jewels of the Night" five-course
fundraising dinner. Below, Solomonov's carrot
semolina, hazelnut cake with cranberries and
rose water, accompanied by a Spanish Poema Brut
Cava, one of six wines selected for the dinner.

Open Weekends
Sat 10am-6pm
Sun 12-5pm

At Moonhawk Herbals we
carry a full product line of
natural products for your
health and well being.
We carry healthy lines of
skin care , weight control,
vitamins and teas as well
as custom blends by our
in-house herbalist,
Debbie.
Our greenhouse is full of
fresh potted herbs for
your culinary and holistic
preparations.
Stop in today and one of
our expert staff will be
happy to assist you!

Natural Flu Remedies • Allergy Products • Natural Supplements for Overall Wellness • Diet Supplements • Tonics by Jennifer •
Products for Restless Leg Syndrome • Large Selection of Honey Products •
Great Coffee Substitute: Dandelion Beverages
• Goji • Acai Berry • Braggs Apple Cider Vinegar ... & More!
Gift Certificates
• Goji Berries • Dragon Herbs • Garden of Life’s NEW Vitamin Code Vitamins
Available

713 Sodom-Hutchings Rd., SE
Vienna, OH
Tuesday - Saturday 10am-6pm
Sunday 12-5pm CLOSED MONDAYS

330-856-6567
10

Visit us online at MoonhawkHerbals.com
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15% OFF
any purchases of
$
2500 or more
Expires //20

330-856-6567

713 Sodom-Hutchings Rd., SE
Vienna, OH
www.moonhawkherbals.com
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Israel

International delegations converge on Friends of Zion Museum
JERUSALEM/PRNewswire/— The
Friends of Zion Museum hosted two
major international delegations to
its Jerusalem campus two weeks ago.
The Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations
brought more than 100 leaders from the
Conference’s 53 member organizations
along with a distinguished group from
the diplomatic corps that included numerous ambassadors serving in Israel to
attend private events at the museum.
The museum is dedicated to telling
the stories of Christian “Heroes of Faith,”
many of whom risked their own reputations, livelihoods, and some their lives.
The Conference of Presidents, in
Israel for its 42nd consecutive annual
leadership mission to Israel, met with
three heads of state and high-level Israeli leaders, academics, diplomats and
opinion makers across the political
spectrum during their mission.
South Africa’s Ambassador Ngombne expressed the feelings of the dip-

lomatic delegation when he said, “This
was a very good experience which captured history in a very precise way.”
Attending were representatives from
the diplomatic community from Angola, Belize, Cameroon, Canada, Cyprus, France, Georgia, Ghana, Hungary,
Japan, Latvia, Lithuania, Mexico, the
Netherlands, Nigeria, Panama, Poland,
Romania, Sierra Leone, South Africa,
Spain, Taiwan, Turkey, the United Kingdom, the United States and Uruguay.
The museum presented the John Patterson Leadership Award to Malcolm
Hoenlein, the executive vice chairman
of the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations. The
award is an exact replica of the flag of
the Jewish Legion, the first Jewish fighting force in over 2000 years.
Jewish Legion, was a unit of five
battalions of Jewish volunteers created
within the British Army to fight the Ottoman Empire during World War I. It

Michael Evans Jr. (left), the son of the museum’s founder, presents the John Patterson
Leadership Award to Malcolm Hoenlein, executive vice chairman and CEO of the Conference
of Presidents and the organization’s Chairman Stephen M. Greenberg

(Continued on p. 20)

Haifa professor named winner of 2016 Israel Prize for Life Sciences
Prof. Eviatar Nevo
of the University of Haifa has
been announced
as winner of the
2016 Israel Prize
for Life Sciences
Prof. Nevo, one
of the leading
scientists in the
modern evoluProf. Eviatar Nevo
tionary biology,
was chosen for this prestigious prize for

bringing a greater breadth and depth
to the understanding of biological species and their adaptation to changing
environmental conditions, as well as for
his ground-breaking research that has
opened up new and exciting directions,
which could lead to breakthroughs in
human diseases including cancer.
A member of the Faculty of Natural
Sciences at the Department of Evolutionary and Environmental Biology, he
joined the University of Haifa in 1972,
founded the Institute of Evolution and

the International Centre for Advanced
Studies in Evolution. Prof. Nevo has
published over 1,000 peer-reviewed articles and more than 20 books on a wide
variety of topics in the biology and evolution of many species, including bacteria, fungi, plants, animals and humans.
Over the years, Prof. Nevo, in collaboration with his colleagues, studied
hundreds of species, and the “Evolution Canyon” scientific model which he
established in a number of locations in
Israel, has become a classic model for
studying evolutionary origin of species
in contrasting climates.
Prof. Nevo participated in the discovery of 77 species of fungi in the Dead

Sea, as well as in sequencing the complete genome of some of them, and in
identification of genes responsible for
the survival of fungi in saline environment, a discovery that could contribute
to world food security.
Other rationales for the win cited by
the Israel Prize committee include: Nevo’s studies of blind mole rats as a unique
evolutionary model that provides an understanding of the resilience of the mole
rat to oxygen-poor environment which
could lead to breakthroughs in cancer
research and the establishment of one of
the largest gene banks of wild cereals at
Institute of Evolution at the University
of Haifa.

Diane Drissen-Shamrock
Financial Planning Specialist
Vice President
Financial Advisor
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Jewish Community Center
ADULT
PROGRAMMING
For more information, contact: Darlene Muller 330746-3250 Ext. 106 Or Dmuller@Jccyoungstown.org.

Beautiful – The Carole King Musical
It tells the inspiring true story
of King’s remarkable rise to
stardom, from being part of
a hit song writing team with
her husband Gerry Gofﬁn to
her relationship with fellow
writers and best friends Cynthia Weil and Barry Mann,
to becoming one of the most
successful solo acts in popular
music history. Along the way,
Carole King made more than
beautiful music, she wrote the
soundtrack to a generation.
Beautiful features a stunning array of beloved songs
including “I feel the Earth Move,” One Fine Day,”
“(You Make Me Feel Like) A Natural Woman,” and
“You’ve Got A Friend” The price includes orchestra
seat and transportation. Dinner is on your own.
Date: Sunday, April 10
Leave JCC: 2:00 p.m.
Return JCC: 8:00 p.m.
Cost: $97/ Member $107/Non Member

Dancing in the Streets
Join the original celebration of Motown’s Greatest
Hits with the spectacular, critically acclaimed
“Dancing in the Streets.”
Experience the energy and
electricity of the motor
city in a stunning production packed with hit after
hit. Expect your favorite
songs made famous by
The Four Tops, The Temptations, Stevie Wonder and
many more. Price includes orchestra seat, transportation and tip for the bus driver. Dinner on your
own.
Date: Sunday, April 17
Location: Pittsburgh, PA
Leave JCC: 1:00 p.m.
Return: 8:00 p.m.
$60/Member $70/Non Member

MATILDA
Winner of 50 international awards, including four
Tony Awards, “Matilda” the Musical is the story
of an extraordinary girl who dares to take a stand
and change her own destiny. Based on the beloved
novel by Roald Dahl, “Matilda” continues to thrill
sold out audiences of all ages on Broadway and in
London’s West End. The Wall Street Journal says,
“The Makers of “Matilda” have done the impossible
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triumphantly!” Price includes orchestra seat, transportation and tip for the bus driver. Dinner on your
own.
Date: Sunday, May 22
Location: Cleveland, OH
Leave JCC: 11:00 a.m.
Return: 7:00 p.m.
Orchestra: $100/Member $115/Non Member
Dress Circle: $110/Member $130/Non Member

Sarah Key
Julia Jarmond is an American journalist living in
Paris with her French husband, assigned to cover the
anniversary of France’s notorious 1942 Vel’ d’Hiv
Roundup of Jews in World War II. She’s stunned to
discover that her husband’s family apartment was
the scene of an unspeakable incident committed
during the war; and a young French girl holds the
key to unlock the devastating truth. Price includes
light lunch.
Date: Thursday, April 28
Time: Noon – 2:00 p.m.
Location: Multi-Purpose Room
$5/Member $7/Non Member
$10 after April 12

Mah Jong
The game of Mah Jong has been experiencing a resurgence in popularity. Don’t miss the opportunity
to learn this great game for all generations. We are
so fortunate to have Shirley Arnold, who has been
playing and teaching for numerous years to be your
instructor. Each participant must have a current
2016 Mah Jong card that may be purchased at the
JCC Bursar ofﬁce for $9.00.
Date: Tuesdays: May 3, 10, 17, 24,
Time: 10:00 – 11:30 a.m.
Location: Adult Lounge
$45/Member $55/Non Member

YOUTH
PROGRAMMING
For more on Youth Programming, contact Emily Collins 330-746-3250 Ext. 152 or
Ecollins@Jccyoungstown.org

PJ Library
PJ Library is a Jewish family engagement program
implemented on a local level
throughout North America.
Through the program, we mail free, high-quality
Jewish children’s literature and music to families
across the greater Youngstown area on a monthly
basis. All families raising Jewish children from age
six months through eight years are welcome to enroll. The books are also available at the JCC Library
for checkout. All PJ Library programming and events
are open to members of the greater Youngstown
community, and are not limited to the Jewish community.
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PJ Library Chocolate Seder for Passover
Date: Wednesday, April 20
Time: 6:00 – 7:30 p.m.
Location: Rodef Sholom
1119 Elm Street,
Youngstown, OH 44504

Camp JCC registration now open
Camp JCC provides quality care and experiences
to the greater Youngstown community and 2016
is set to be another stellar summer. Housed at the
JCC of Youngstown, we provide our campers with a
safe, fun environment to build lifelong friendships
through unforgettable adventures. Camp JCC is designed for campers of all ages and interests, regardless of ethnic and religious background.

Purim Carnival at the JCC
A fun, family event for all ages. Enjoy hot dogs, carnival treats, games, a bounce house, face painting,
and more!
Date: Sunday, March 20
Time: 10:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Free Admission — Everyone Welcome

Let’s Make Music Guitar Program
Join us twice a week for this three week program as
we learn the basics of playing guitar from a music
instructor. Participants will be provided with their
own guitar for this three week period and they will
be able to take it home to practice! You must be
able to participate in all three weeks to register.
Guitars must be returned upon completion of this
program.
Date: Mondays and Wednesdays, April 4, 6,11, 13,
18, 20
Time: 4:30 – 6:00 p.m.
Location: JCC
$40 Member $50/Non Member
Maximum number of participants: 10

SHLICHIM
For more on Shlichim programming, contact Gon
Erez: 330-746-3250 ext. 195 or
gerez@jewishyoungstown.org

Peruvian Art & Culture Night
(See p. 24)

Bravery in the battlefield: the courageous story of an Israeli hero
Hear the inspiring story of Major Nimrod Erez, a
former captain in the Israeli Navy, who fought in
the Yom-Kippur War. As a young ofﬁcer, Nimrod
and his soldiers were caught in a ﬁre ﬁght at an
Egypt harbor. His courageous actions during battle
saved many lives and he was awarded the Medal of
Honor.
Date: Monday, April 18
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Location: Multi-Purpose Room
This event is free and open to the public

Lunch and Learn
March 2016

Jewish Community Center
The impact of music on America during the Holocaust.
(See p. 24)

A Complex Identity: Arab Women in
Israeli Society
Why Arab women in Israel are increasingly seen as
key to social and economic development of Arab
communities and the country as a whole. A stimulating discussion with Dr. Dalia Fadila, president of
Al-Qasemi Academy, an Arab college of education
in Israel and Founder of Q Schools, private schools
for teaching English in Israel.
Date: Monday, April 4
Time: 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Light refreshments will be served
R.S.V.P to Gon Erez: 330-746-3250 ext. 195 or
gerez@jewishyoungstown.org

LIZ RUBINO
STUDIOS AT THE JCC
For more information on the Studio
offerings contact:
Liz Rubino 330746-3250 ext. 187
or
lrubino@jccyoungstown.org

Backstage Star: Technical Theater
(Ages 10-21)
In this master class, participants will work with Thiel
College Technical Theater instructor, Fran Comstock,
as she guides them through elements of lighting,
sound and stage management skills-the “backstage”
work of the theater. Please note, this workshop takes
place off-site at Thiel College. Carpooling from the
JCC is possible.
Date: Sunday, April 3
Time: 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
$35/Member $45/Non Member
Minimum: 5

Drama Therapy (Ages 5-Adult)
Drama therapy is an active, experiential approach to
facilitating change. Through storytelling, projective
play, purposeful improvisation, and performance,
participants are invited to rehearse desired behaviors, practice being in relationship, expand and
ﬁnd ﬂexibility between life roles, and perform the
change they wish to be and see in the world.
55-minute sessions
$55/Member $65/Non Member

Jr. Voice Lessons (Ages 5-8)
Introduction to voice for youth is taught by qualiﬁed
LRS teaching apprentices. Liz Rubino is available for
an additional fee upon request.

March 2016

30-minute sessions
$20/Member $30/Non Member

FITNESS
For more information on Fitness and Personal Training, contact Keith Harry 330-746-3250 ext. 182 or
kharry@jccyoungstown.org.
Get ﬁt fast with Personal Training at the JCC!
Personal Training Beneﬁts
• Personalized safe and effective ﬁtness programs
• Achieve goals in a short time period
• Improve muscle coordination, strength, endurance, and ﬂexibility
Personal Training sessions now include weighted
rope training, suspension training and battle rope
training.

Youth Personal Training (ages 8-13)
• A package of three, 30-minute personal training sessions, $66.00 (member)
• Upper body, Lower body, Cardio, and Abdominal training speciﬁc
• Proper gym etiquette and ﬁtness center behavior emphasized
• At the conclusion of the three sessions, the attendee will receive a special name tag which
will allow them to utilize the center and its
offerings with adult supervision if between
the ages of 8-13

badminton and ping-pong played in the JCC gymnasium.
Dates: Monday & Wednesday 8:30a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Sunday 11:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

AQUATICS
For more information on Aquatics, contact Caroline
McDermott, aquatics@jccyoungstown.org or
330-746-3250 ext. 112

Learn-to-Swim
Classes are taught by trained Learn-to-Swim Instructors. The JCC Aquatics department offers swim lessons throughout the year in private and small group
settings.

Small Group Lessons
All Small Group Learn-to-Swim classes start on the
ﬁrst Saturday of each month. Classes run monthly.
The deadline to register is the 25th of the previous
month.

Potential and current ﬁtness instructors will learn
basic academic and practical application of teaching group exercise. Workshop includes a full-day
review, written exam and 2-year certiﬁcation.
Saturday, April 16
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Jewish Community Center
Workshop Fee: $299
Early bird fee if registered before March 17, $249

You & Me Baby
This is a monthly class where parents assist their
children in the water. Children will learn how to
ﬂoat on their backs and stomachs and will improve
their motor skills.
Swim Team
The recreational swim team will have a 7-week sessions for the ﬁrst part of the year!
Spring: March 28 – May 20
Register online. The deadline to register is the Sunday before practice starts for the session.
Recreational Groups
Discovery 1
Choose ONE of the following practice times:
Tuesday 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Thursday 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Friday 5:00-6:00p.m.
$80/session*
Discovery 2
Choose TWO of the following practice times:
Tuesday 5:30 – 6:30p.m.
Thursday 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Friday 5:00 – 6:00 p.m.
$160/session*

Body Weight Training

Swim Team

GROUP EXERCISE
For more on Group Fitness, contact Shelia Cornell,
groupx@jccyoungstown.org or
330-746-3250 ext. 184

Group Exercise Certification

Develop workouts that improve cardiovascular ﬁtness, total body strength, and core stability simply
using your own body weight.
Sunday, April 17
8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Jewish Community Center
Workshop Fee: $119

Play Pickleball at the JCC!
It’s a fun sport that combines elements of tennis,
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The upcoming session will run for seven weeks from
March 28 – May 20
Register online. The deadline to register is the Sunday before the ﬁrst day of practice.

F.Y.I-Family and Youth Initiative
Dive-In Movie
Relax in our pool while watching Avengers: Age of
Ultron (PG-13)
Date: Monday, March 21 • Time: 4:00 – 6:00 p.m.
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Culture

Priceless 1700-year-old Lod Mosaic from Israel on display in Miami

Visitors to Miami this winter travel
season have a chance to meet a true
“Roman Rock Star” up close in the magnificent Lod Mosaic, a 3rd-century CE
Roman Mosaic from the Eastern Roman Empire in modern-day Israel.
The exhibition in Miami (opened
February 10, closes May 15) has been
generously underwritten by the museum’s patrons Patricia and Phillip Frost
and provides a rare opportunity to see
one of the world’s finest, largest and
most well-preserved ancient mosaics up
close.
The Israel Antiquities Authority is
shipping to Miami an additional neverbefore-seen portion of the mosaic from
the excavation that has not traveled outside of Israel. The Miami version of this
world tour will be the first time this additional panel has been exhibited.
This spectacular discovery is lauded
for its remarkable state of preservation.
Because Miami’s peak tourism season
coincides with the exhibition, travelers
from all over the world who flock to the
sunshine capital during the winter will
also be able to witness the 1,700-yearold masterpiece.
Critics and reviewers have heralded
the artist who created this masterwork
as one of the world’s greatest mosaic artists ever, and have called this mosaic superstar “The Roman Rock Star.”
The museum is located on the campus of Florida International University,
located at 10975 S.W. 17 Street, Miami,
FL 33199
Especially during today’s troubled
times with heritage sites in danger in
war-torn areas, the Lod Mosaic provides a spectacular example of rescue
archaeology and conservation.
The Israel Antiquities Authority
saved the Lod Mosaic after it was discovered by a construction crew during
a 1996 excavation to widen a roadway.
The Lod Mosaic dates back to the 3rd
century CE when the town of Lod was a
part of the Roman Empire. The exquisitely detailed mosaic is believed to be
the floor of a large audience room, in a
grand villa owned by a wealthy Roman
merchant whose trade route crossed
between Jerusalem and the Mediterranean.
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thority originally excavated the mosaic
and opened it to the public for only one
weekend, more than 30,000 people traveled to Lod to see the ancient marvel
during the two-day period.
“We are absolutely delighted and
honored to have been afforded this
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to exhibit a significant work from Roman antiquity at the Patricia & Phillip Frost Art
Museum” says Dr. Jordana Pomeroy, the
museum’s director. “The Lod Mosaic’s
excellent state of preservation and the
IAA’s superior conservation allow us to
appreciate how the finest mosaic work
can bring alive the ancient world. The
mosaic captured the interest of Patricia
and Phillip Frost who wanted to share
their enthusiasm with the Miami community through this exhibition.”

Historical Background
The exhibition’s title, “Predators and
Prey,” references the marvelous menagerie of exotic animals portrayed. The
mosaic is of no religious affiliation, residents at the time were mostly Pagans,
Christians and Jews.
The Lod Mosaic is one of the mostviewed Israeli touring exhibitions in
history. When the Israel Antiquities Au-

The Israeli town of Lod stands on the
site of the ancient city of Lydda, which
developed in a fertile plain on an important trade route, the Via Maris, from
Egypt to Syria and Mesopotamia. A
center of culture and craft production,
after being destroyed by the Romans in
66 CE during the first Jewish-Roman
War, the city was rebuilt with the name
Diospolis, the “city of Zeus.”
Around 200 CE, Septimius Severus

made it a Roman colony. Archaeologists
have calculated that more than two million tesserae (ancient tiles) were used to
create the 1,700-year-old masterwork.
Three central panels were chosen
from the excavation for the traveling
exhibition, two rectangular end panels surrounding a large square central
medallion. Featured are indigenous
animals coexisting with ferocious wild
creatures such as lions and tigers, an
elephant and a giraffe, and Asian water
buffalo, plus marine life, a sea monster
and merchant ships.
The mosaic holds unresolved mysteries, adding to its allure. Why are
there no deities or human beings portrayed, something highly unusual for
such a grand floor mosaic from this
time period?
Mosaic pavements were integral to
ancient architecture, and the traveling
exhibition is uniquely displayed on the
floor as it was meant to be seen.

The Past Has a Future
Flash-forward 1,700 years and the
current municipality of Lod and the
Israel Antiquities Authority have recognized this opportunity to create a tourism center focusing on its newly-recovered ancient mosaics. After its exhibi(Continued on p. 17)

Never Miss An Opportunity®
Get the latest blog alerts, newsletters, seminars and more regarding
tax, accounting and business planning for private companies.

Sign up today at www.cohencpa.com/resources
Neil Kaback, CPA | 330.743.1040
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Ohev Tzedek

Solomonov (con't from p. 10)

for the aromatic, thick pita bread, which
was baked under Chef Michael's supervision at a nearby pizza shop.
Michael Solomonov was born in G'
nei Yehuda, a small town south of Tel
Aviv grew up in the Squirrel Hill neighborhood of Pittsburgh. His family returned to Israel when he was 15,but he
came back to the United States to study
at the University of Vermont, but after
a few not-too-overly productive semesters there, he went back to Israel, working in bakeries and trying to learn Hebrew. His odyssey took him to Florida
for culinary school.
It was after his brother was killed in
Israel, having volunteered to cover a patrol shift on Yom Kippur, that he gradually directed himself along the path that
led to his opening an Israeli restaurant
that would represent the many cultures
that comprise Israel's new culinary traditions.
Chef Michael says Zahav (which
means "gold" in Hebrew) is not a kosher
restaurant, though he said, "I don't put
milchig and meat on the same plate."
He said, "My goal is to demonstrate
that Israel is a vibrant, forward thinking country with a full range of diaspora
cooking." He considers Zahav to be "a
lovely meeting point between the old
and the new Israel."
Zahav, the cookbook, is a more-than
350-page beautifully illustrated work,
with large-format photographs that allow the home chef to see how the recipes are prepared. There's a guide to pronunciation and a list of resources with
appropriate websites.
It's available on Amazon and at
Barnes and Noble.
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An active March for Congregation Ohev Tzedek
Shabbat Across America
Friday, March 4 5:30-8 p.m
Ohev Tzedek will be having a service
and vegetarian/dairy potluck in collaboration with Shabbat Across America on
at the Boardman Park Georgeanna Parker Center. Bring your favorite vegetarian
dish to share. R.S.V.P. to the office.

Hamantaschen baking
Sunday, March 6, beginning at 10 a.m.
In preparation for Purim, Phyllis
Oresky will be leading a hamentashen
bake session at Ohev Tzedek on Sunday,
March 6, beginning at 10 a.m. All are
welcome.

Kreplach and DIm Sum
Sunday, March 13, 5-8 p.m.
Robyn Helzner will be presenting
“Kreplach and Dim Sum: Yes, There
Are Jews in China” on Sunday, March
13 from 5-8 p.m.. The $15 cost will include a Chinese-inspired dinner, along
with a lively multimedia presentation
about the extraordinary history of Jewish communities in China.

Adults $10. Children up to 10th
grade are free of charge.
Please make reservation with payment by Wed. March 30 to “CJE,” and
mail it with your reservation form to
Akiva Academy,

Adult Ed
Current classes are running as
follows:
Kashrut: The Hows and Whys:
How would I keep kosher? Why would
I keep kosher? Is there more to kashrut
than knowing which animals are eaten
and how they are killed? What do the
kashrut symbols mean? How is kashrut
related to the rest of Jewish identity and
observance?
The class meets Wednesdays at 2
p.m. at Ohev Tzedek.

An Introduction to Process
Theology: Using Rabbi Bradley Shavit Artson’s God of Becoming and
Relationship - The Dynamic Nature
of Process Theology, we will explore
a unique approach to theology. All our

lives, we are involved in a relationship
with G-d that grows and changes. Process Theology attempts to explain that
dynamic. Our world is ever-changing.
Process Theology gives us a way to cope
with that change. People say that G-d
no longer communicates with us. But he
does, in many ways. Process Theology
shows us how.
The class meets Mondays at 7 p.m. at
Ohev Tzedek.

News, Booze, Chews, and
Shmooze: Weekly discussion of Jew-

ishly relevant current events followed
by a l’chaim to our continued existence
and dinner and socializing! Members
of the class will be assigned a session to
introduce the topic and provide printed
articles for discussion.

The first class will meet on Monday, March 7 at Fire Grill in Girard
and run from 11:15 a.m.-1 p.m.
Services
Shabbat morning, 9:45 a.m.
Minyan - Thursday, 7:30 a.m.

Torah study for Christians
Wednesday, March 16, 1-2:30 pm.
Rabbi Saul Oresky and Father
George Balasko will be leading a Torah
Study for Christians class at Villa Maria
on This month’s topic will be Purim.

MSJS/Akiva community Friday
night service and dinner
Friday, April 8, 6 p.m.
Temple Ohev Tzedek
Please join us for a Friday Night dinner followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service, led by MSJS/Akiva Students, families, and staff.
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Alfred E. Mann (continued from p. 8)
the chairman and CEO of Advanced
Bionics Corporation, which developed
neurostimulation devices for various
neural deficits, beginning with cochlear
stimulators and moving on to various
other neurostimulation applications.
Another of his companies, Second
Sight, has developed and now has approval in the U.S. and Europe for a system to restore sight to the blind. Bioness
and AMF are both developing systems
to enable the lame to walk. Mr. Mann
also created Quallion, which develops,
manufactures and markets advanced
lithium batteries and Stellar Microelectronics, which manufactures advanced
electronic assemblies under contract.
Both companies were sold in 2013.
The prolific Mr. Mann also founded
and was chairman and CEO of Pacesetter
Systems, Inc., which developed, manufactured and distributed cardiac pacemakers, from 1972 until 1985 when it was acquired by Siemens, AG. Mr. Mann founded and endowed, and from 1985 until
2006 served as chairman of the board of
trustees of The Alfred Mann Foundation,

a nonprofit research organization devoted to development of advanced medical
products in a variety of fields.
At the time of his death, Mr. Mann
was chairman of the board of trustees
of the Alfred Mann Institutes at the
University of Southern California and
The Technion Institute (Israel), medical research foundations founded and
endowed principally by Mr. Mann. He
also served as a trustee for the University of Southern California, and as a
member of the Board of Overseers of
the Keck USC School of Medicine.
Mr. Mann holds B.A. and M.S. degrees in physics from UCLA and honorary doctorate degrees from the University of Southern California, The Johns
Hopkins University, Western University and the Technion Institute (Israel),
Mr. Mann is a member of the National
Academy of Engineering and has received numerous honors and awards
from the private and public sectors.
Notable among them, Mr. Mann
received the Elie Wiesel Humanism in

An independent agency representing
quality insurance companies.

Auto

Home

Healing Award, the Distinguished Humanitarian Award, B’nai B’rith International, the Albert Einstein Award for
Outstanding Achievement in the Life
Sciences and was named Business Leader and Humanitarian of the Year Award
(Jewish Vocational Service.
Mr. Mann, whose fortune was estimated at $1.5 billion, is involved in Israeli industry having invested $100m in

the Alfred Mann Institute at the Technion (AMIT), which commercializes
medical technologies developed at the
Technion Israel Institute of Technology.
Mann’s wife, Claude, is very active in
AMIT and its programs.
Throughout his distinguished career,
Mann dedicated himself to developing
technologies that dramatically improve
patients’ lives.

Lod Mosaic (continued from p. 14)
tion in Miami at the Patricia & Phillip
Frost Art Museum FIU, the mosaic will
return to Lod where the Shelby White
and Leon Levy Lod Mosaic Center is
currently under construction.
The Lod Mosaic is on loan from the
Israel Antiquities Authority and the
Shelby White and Leon Levy Lod Mosaic Center.
The Patricia & Phillip Frost Art
Museum FIU, the Smithsonian Affiliate in Miami, opened its current
46,000-square-foot,
state-of-the-art
building in November 2008. Admission to the Museum is always free. The
Frost is an American Alliance of Museums accredited museum, and is located
at 10975 SW 17 Street, across from the
Blue Garage and adjacent to the Wertheim Performing Arts Center. The
museum is open to the public Tuesday
through Saturday 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. and
Sunday noon-5 p.m. Closed on Mondays and most legal holidays.

Photographer/Yuri Molodkovets

Roman Mosaic from Lod, Israel (detail)
Roman, ca. A.D. 300, excavated at Lod, Israel, stone tesserae.
Israel Antiquities Authority and the Shelby White and Leon Levy Lod Mosaic Center.
Image courtesy of the Israel Antiquities Authority (From the exhibition “Predators and Prey:
A Roman Mosaic from Lod, Israel”)
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Federation

Ohev Tzedek

YAJF joins P2G partners
at Fort Worth conference
From Jan. 24-26 during Fort Worth
Mayor Betsy Price’s Week of Compassionate Service in Fort Worth, TX, the
Fort Worth Area Jewish Federation met
with its Israeli counterparts and friends

Nancy Burnett and YAJF Executive Director
Andy Lipkin at the P2G conference in Fort
Worth, TX.
from other Partnership2Gether U.S.
communities.
Members of the Fort Worth Jewish
community were invited to meet the
Partnership2Gether guests from the
Western Galilee; Budapest, Hungary;
and more than 10 U.S. communities. 24-26th January
As a participant in the
conference, Nancy Burnett reflected on her
experience:
Partnership2Gether is a thriving
program under the
umbrella of Jewish
Federations internationally. Having
attended this recent
conference in Fort
Worth, I learned the importance and beauty of a
shared cultural heritage.
I learned that although we came
from vastly different walks of life, our
mission in life is the same — making the
world a better place through connections and partnerships. I learned that
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although we spoke different languages
and came from different parts of the
globe, we share a bond of humanity that
began thousands of years ago in a tiny
place called Israel.
Just as the very first human beings
faced daily struggles for survival, sometimes we, too, face seemingly insurmountable issues. But just as the 600,000
Israelites followed Moses through the
desert, when we gathered together — at
Mt. Sinai or Fort Worth, TX, — with a
common purpose and a shared heritage,
we find ways to better all humanity.
The mission statement of P2G contains key phrases that summarize my
individual commitment: “forging relationships” and “Jewish identity.” Jewish
identity is the common thread of the
tapestry that binds us all together. That
identity includes all who accept the laws
of Judaism — whether by birth or choice.
When we recite the Sh’ma every day, we
reaffirm the commitment to teach God’s
laws to our children, thus instilling our
history, heritage, and identity to all generations, past and future.
Partnership2Gether allows individuals
from all backgrounds, localities, and
age groups to share in the rich cultural
heritage afforded to us at birth.
By knowing and understanding each
other on a personal level, we come
closer to the words of the
Torah and to the peaceful coexistence of all
the world’s inhabitants. Through
art, music, literature, education
and conversation, we find
the commonalities that bind
us together. We
partner together
for a better world.
Editor’s note: In establishing Partnership2Gether,
the Jewish Agency for Israel and the
Jewish Federations of North America have
developed the most successful and effective
model for creating enduring and meaningful partnerships between global Jewish communities and communities in Israel.

Visiting sofer repairs OT Torahs

Ohev Tzedek Rabbi Saul Oresky with Rabbi Levi Selwin examining one of the temple’s Torah
scrolls. Three were repaired during Rabbi Selwyn’s visit in January.
Rabbi Levi Selwyn, the sofer who repaired three Torahs at Ohev Tzedek in
February, says, “Besides writing the letters that I love, working with people, Torah, and Hashem all in one job — how
bad can your day be?”
A Sofer ST”M [scribe], Rabbi Selwyn travels throughout the United States
working on Torahs, tefillin, and mezuzot.
Originally from England, Rabbi Selwyn studied at the Rabbinical College
of America in New Jersey.
Subsequently, he immigrated to Australia where he was ordained and became chief rabbi of the Newtown Synagogue in Sydney.
Rabbi Selwyn returned to the United
States to serve as director of the Hebrew
School and Youth Programing for the
Shul by the Shore in Long Beach, CA.
He became a naturalized American citizen last year.
Now living in Miami, Rabbi Selwyn
is a member of Sofer On Site where he
serves as the educational director of
many of the outreach and educational
program activities.
During Rabbi Selwyn’s visit to Ohev
Tzedek, Neil Yutkin observed, “It is eas-
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ily apparent to see the love that Rabbi
Selwyn has for his work. He not only
enjoys working on Torahs, but also
teaching those who have an interest in
the procedures that must be followed to
accomplish his work.
“His eyes shine while he describes
why he is sharpening the turkey feather that is one of the main tools of his
trade. “They seem to get even brighter
when he describes some of the prayers
that he has to recite when he reaches
certain passages and words that he is
repairing.”
In an interview with the Jewish Book
Council, Rabbi Selwyn said, “I know that
before I leave a Torah, it has to be in the
best shape possible and that all my repairs must be done according to the laws
of Safrut. It takes many hours of concentrated work. When I’m back on the plane
I go through my head many times to be
sure that I did not leave anything out.
While Rabbi Selwyn has completed
his work on three of the Ohev Tzedek’s
Torah scrolls, he may be back in the area
to work on scrolls again in the future, as
he returns many times to the same locations when the need arises.
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El Emeth

El Emeth Sisterhood – reminiscences

Mary Lou Finesilver

By the time you
have read this,
I will have gone
and returned
from Naples,
Florida to visit
friends then to
Boca to see my
sister-in-law
Joy Malkoff, all
thanks to my
wonderful niece

and nephew.
I love to travel, not crazy about airplanes, but seeing new sights and just
doing different things. When I was
young, before most of you were even
born, my parents would take my sister
and me, along with friends and relatives, to Atlantic City.
I love the sand and the surf. Nothing
like a beautiful beach on which to sit,
watch the ocean and think.
The other place we used to go to was
Ligonier, PA. It had a swimming pool,
with a wheel that rotated, very tall diving

boards, and in one place a little sand so
little squirts such as me could play. We
often would take picnic baskets from
our home in Johnstown and at the
end of day picnic on the park grounds
around the outside of the pool. Once
or twice my folks would rent cabins
and stay for a week. Then, the cabins
had room for a bed and a place to hang
your clothes. Even though we were no
more than eight and 11 years old, we
had our own cabin. That was fun.
When Raysa got older, she and her
friends would rent a very rustic cabin
complete with bedrooms and an outhouse on the same grounds.
I suppose all that has stayed with me
and the love for sun, sand and swimming is still there.
We had relatives in Altoona, PA,
and now and then we would take the
train from Johnstown to visit. We loved
the horseshoe curve because you could
see the beginning and the end of the
Continued on p. 23

March activities at the synagogue
Jewish Christian Dialogue
Wednesday, March 2
At the Synagogue.
Cake and coffee are served at 12:30
p.m. with the program beginning at 1
p.m. Dr. Kong T. Oh will present the
Baha’i traditions of Mysticism. Everyone is welcome to attend.

Sisterhood meeting and lunch
Tuesday, March 8.
An Open Board meeting will begin at 10:45 am followed by lunch and
the program at noon. Bonnie Deutsch
Burdman will speak on “Current
Events in Politics.” R.S.V.P. to the office
for lunch.

Women’s Rosh Chodesh
Wednesday, March 9, 11:30 a.m.
(Please note change of date) Brunch will
be served, and Carol Gottesman will
lead the group marking the new month
of Adar II. All women are invited to attend. No charge for brunch, but reservations are appreciated. R.S.V.P. by March
7.

PJ Library at El Emeth
March 16, 6 - 7:30 p.m.
All children 8 and under are invited
to wear their favorite costumes to El
Emeth’s Purim celebration. There will
be hamantashen to make, Purim crafts
and fun. R.S.V.P. to Temple 330-7591429 or Emily Collins at the JCC 330746-3251.

Wealth Management, LLC
Helping You Make the Most
of Your One Financial Life.

Purim Band. A hot dog and super-sized
salad bar supper will follow the Megillah
reading, with a special surprise planned
for adults and children. R.S.V.P to El
Emeth or Ohev Tzedek by March 21.

Shabbat service and Birthday
Luncheon
Saturday, March 26.
Services at 9:30 a.m.

Followed by a Kiddush luncheon celebrating March birthdays. R.S.V.P. to the
Temple office for lunch.

Brunch with the Rabbi
Sunday, March 27.
Minyan at 10 a.m.
Brunch and the program at 10:30
am.
Rabbi’s topic this month will be “A History of Jewish Humor.” No charge for
brunch but reservations will be appreciated.

Shmoozing with Shmulik
Monday, March 28
10:30 a.m.

Sam Kooperman leads the group with
stories, jokes, and music in Yiddish. All
are welcome to attend — speaking Yiddish is not mandatory!

Daily Minyans (including Saturdays)
5:45 p.m.

Shabbat morning services
9:30 am.

El Emeth Sisterhood Bake Sale
at the Purim Carnival
Sunday, March 20

Andrew Moyer, CFP

®

®

Jonathan Lapine, CFP , CPA
Jason Lukz

8700 East Market Street- Suite 7A, Warren, Ohio 44484
90 North Miller Road, Akron, Ohio 44333
3401 Enterprise Parkway- Suite 340, Beachwood, Ohio 44122

Delicious baked goods made by our
members including El Emeth Sisterhood’s wonderful hamantashen.

El Emeth/Ohev Tzedek Purim
Celebration
Wednesday, March 23
El Emeth.
Minyan 5:30 p.m.
Megillah reading beginning at 5:45.

330.856.6345
888.888.0619
www.w3wealth.com
Fee-Based Planning offered through W3 Wealth Advisors, LLC, a State Registered Investment Advisor
Third Party Money Management offered through ValMark Advisers, Inc. an SEC Registered Investment
Advisor Securities offered through ValMark Securities, Inc. Member FINRA, SIPC 130 Springside Drive, Suite 300
Akron, Ohio 44333-2431* 1-800-765-5201W3 Wealth Management, LLC and W3 Wealth Advisors, LLC are separate
entities from ValMark Securities, Inc. and ValMark Advisers, Inc.
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Front Lobby of the JCC.

New passover items at the El Emeth Judaica
Everyone is invited to come in cos- Shop : Matzah plate by Lily Art; Hand-painttume. Music, balloon artist Joe Sul- ed Miriam and Elijah cups by Yair Emanuel
livan, prizes for all children and our of Israel
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Rodef Sholom

YSU provost is Berkowitz speaker Sally Blau elected to serve on Women of

Martin A. Abraham, Ph.D.

Martin A Abraham, provost and
vice-president for Academic Affairs
at Youngstown State University and
professor, of civil/environmental and
Chemical Engineering, will speak on
“Youngstown and YSU: Continuing the
Journey Together, ” on Saturday, April 2,
at 10 a.m. as part of the Rodef Sholom
Shabbat Speaker series.
An abbreviated Shabbat service will
precede the lecture.
Dr. Martin Abraham joined Youngstown State University in July 2007 as
professor of chemical engineering and
was the founding Dean of the College of
Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics. He was appointed interim
provost in October 2014 and was named

provost in June 2015.
At YSU, he has led the integration of
research and technology transfer across
the disciplines, in cooperation with
regional business and education partners, and promoted the development
of an internship program for students.
He has supported curriculum development that has provided new initiatives
for students in critical technology areas,
installed a first-year engineering program with an emphasis on student success, and promoted enhanced academic
quality.
Dr. Abraham has had an active research program in sustainable technologies and green engineering and sustainability, with a particular emphasis on
issues of sustainable energy.
He has more than 70 refereed publications and more than 30 additional
publications, is a contributing columnist for the Youngstown Business Journal
on the subject of advanced manufacturing, has authored or edited nine books,
has participated in three patent applications, and has given over 150 technical
presentations.
A luncheon, sponsored by the Berkowitz Lecture Series Fund, will follow
the presentation All are cordially invited
to attend.
There is no cost, but a reservation is
required by calling the Temple office no
later than Tuesday, March 29 at 4 p.m.

Friends of Zion Museum (continued from p. 11)

was commanded by Lt.-Col. John Henry Patterson, a Christian Zionist whom
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
termed the godfather of Israel’s army,
because of his command of the Jewish
Legion, which served with distinction
in the Gallipoli and Palestine campaigns
of World War I.
The Museum tells the story of many
friends of Israel who helped the Jewish
people over recent generations throughout the British Mandate, the Holocaust
and the establishment of the State of Israel including former U.S. President Harry
Truman, former British Prime Minister
Winston Churchill, Prof. George Bush (a
relative of former U.S. President George
W. Bush), British General Orde Wingate, and Righteous Gentiles such as Os-
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kar Schindler, Raoul Wallenberg and the
Ten Boom family, who risked their lives
and the lives of their families to save Jews
persecuted throughout the world. Dutch
Ambassador Gilles Plug said, “I was
most interested to see that the story of
Ten Boom family, the Dutch heroes who
saved the lives of so many Jews.”
The Friends of Zion Museum is an
experiential walk through the history
of modern Israel, whose exhibits use
three-dimensional technology to bring
to life the heroes who made the miracle
of the State of Israel possible.
The museum is open to visitors
daily and reservations can be made via
the website www.fozmuseum.com, via
email atres@fozhc.com or by phone
+972-2-532-9400.

Reform Judaism’s international board

Sally Blau, president of Rodef Sholom’s Sisterhood has been elected as a
member of the international board of
directors of Women of Reform Judaism,
an organization that has promoted Reform women’s issues and leadership for
more than 100 years.
Mrs. Blau was elected and installed
during RWJ’s 50th Assembly.
“We are thrilled to welcome a diverse
group of talented, experienced women
to our international leadership, the WRJ
Board of Directors,” said WRJ President
Blair C. Marks. “These women represent the best of WRJ and have extensive
backgrounds and experience in leadership both within and outside the Reform
Movement. They, along with our sisterhoods and members, will ensure that
WRJ continues to thrive and grow during its 2nd century as the oldest religiously-based Jewish women’s organization.”
Since 1913, the WRJ Board of Directors has taken a principal role in carving
out a place for women in Reform Jewish
life, beginning at a time when women
could not serve as rabbis or congregational boards.

Board members help articulate and
promote the organization’s vision, develop and implement major initiatives
and policies, provide fiscal oversight,
motivate and inspire women leaders,
and consult on project strategy essential
to the organization’s success related to
areas such as membership, communications, development, programming, and
social advocacy.
Board members must be a member
in good standing of a congregational
women’s group, and are nominated by
their local sisterhood or the WRJ President. Members serve a four-year term
from December 2015-December 2019
or are serving a two-year extension of
a prior term, and as a board member,
participate in WRJ events, annual board
meetings, periodic board calls, and
committee meetings as necessary.
Women of Reform Judaism strengthens the voice of women worldwide and
empowers them to create caring communities, nurture congregations, cultivate personal and spiritual growth, and
advocate for and promote progressive
Jewish values.

Dreaming of Israel?

Kinneret, Masada, the Dead Sea, Tel
Aviv, the Galilee, and the Mediterranean Coast.
The life, sounds, tastes, and texture
of modern Israel will be combined with
Biblical history and time to explore
your Jewish heritage. The trip promises
meaningful experiences and bonding
relationships.
For information and applications,
please contact Rabbi Muller at 330-7445001 or email to Rabbifmuller@aol.com.

Congregation Rodef Sholom’s Israel
Discovery Tour with Rabbi Franklin
and Darlene Muller is scheduled for
July 10-21, 2016. The tour, with multigenerations in mind, gives L’Dor V’Dor
a whole new meaning.
Israel’s many wonders will be explored with activities planned for youth,
adults, and grandparents. Highlights
will include Jerusalem, Cesarea, Lake
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Rodef Sholom Purim Celebration Rodef Sholom Sisterhood News
Friday, March 25, 6 p.m.
Strouss Hall
Featuring a performance of:
“A Star Wars Purim”

Starring
Rabbi Muller as Darth Haman
Jeff Simon as Ham Solo
Sasha Lamb as C3POy & Narrator
Marina Levy as Jewbacca
Josh Greenbaum as Luke Bageleater
Harvey Kayne as Ahashuerus The Hut
Alexandra Levy as Queen Vicki
Vocky Vashti
Arthur Lamb as Obi Wan Mordechai
Hannah Kunkel as Princess Leah Sara
Rivka v’Rachel
Esther Lamb as Jewdi Knights
Dr. Arthur Greenbaum as Yohudah
Tres, Blythe & Ezra Hively as the
Hebwoks

Complimentary dinner beginning at
6 p.m. Hot dogs, beans, chips, salad and
drinks are on the menu.
A short Purim service and megillah
reading by the children will follow the
meal, then the play.
Delicious Hamantashen will top off
the evening.Come in Star Wars costumes; twirl the grogger, shout and
stomp your feet to drown out Darth Haman’s name.
There is no cost but a reservation is
required by Tuesday, March 22 at 4 p.m.
by calling the Temple office at (330)
744-5001.

Shabbat Services
Friday, March 18, 6 p.m.
Lay-led Shabbat Service

Saturday, March 5, 10 a.m.
Berkowitz Lecture Series with
Carole Weimer
Saturday, March 12, 10 a.m.
Bar Mitzvah of Jordan Sperling

Friday, March 25, 6 p.m.
Purim Dinner and Service
See above for full details.

Churchill Commons
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Great Food
Fruit Trays
Rolls, Cakes & Pastries
Meat, Vegetable & Relish Trays .
Wing-Dings
Fried Chicken
Beverages

Tableware
Cards
Decorations
Thank Yous
Manischewitz & Mogen David
Kosher Wines

Manischewitz, Mother’s, Streitz, Rokeach, Joyva Kosher Products

See our expanded Kosher section
4700 BELMONT AVENUE

759-9502
March 2016

In January, WRJ
celebrated its
103rd birthday!
“Stronger together” WRJ continues to focus on
advocacy for three
major areas.
These areas include pay equity,
Sally Blau
paid family and
medical leave, and distracted driving.
Women of the Wall) is another area of
major activity for WRJ members.
After 27 years, the Israeli cabinet
voted to authorize the establishment of
a new egalitarian and pluralistic prayer
space at the Kotel in Jerusalem. These negotiations have been going on for many
years. It had been considered a crime for
a woman to wear a tallit or carry a Torah
scroll, even in the women’s section.
Division of the new section of the
Kotel is a physical and conceptual space
open to all forms of Jewish prayer. This
is a wonderful development, not only
for women, but for Reform and Conservative Judaism as well. WOW’s efforts
have not gone unnoticed. As women, we
need to carry this momentum into our
own sisterhood to fan the flames of our
strength — stronger together.
Sisters, we have an obligation to provide wonderful hospitality to our sisterhood and congregation. How many of
us have taken someone by the hand and
invited them to join us in prayer and
learning? We need to listen, communicate and speak out to improve our world
and community. If not us, then who?
What if we did this? What if we each
took some responsibility to make our

congregation better and stronger? We
can do this together as one Sisterhood
made up of loving sisters. Please take
the time and help make a difference today and every day!

Dates to remember:
Sunday, March 13, 10 a.m. to 12 noon
“Cooking with Kandy” in the Handler
Hall kitchen
Monday, March 14, 9 a.m.
Making Hamantashen at Congregation
Rodef Sholom. We need your help in the
kitchen.
Monday, April 11, 6 - 8 p.m.
JCC Adult Lounge

Congregation Rodef Sholom Sisterhood Sip & Paint Party — “Wild
Hearts”
Cost: $30 includes everything
So, you don’t consider yourself an artist, but you have a spark of creativity that’s
just waiting to get out. Come join artist, children’s author, and illustrator Dar
Hosta James from New Hope, PA to paint
your very own “Wild Heart. The class fee
includes instruction, all materials, wine,
and a light supper. Dar James’ art will be
available for sale at a 15% discount.
Seating is limited to the first 35 participants. Please wear old clothes, or
bring a smock or apron to protect your
clothes.
R.S.V.P. by April 1 to the Temple office at (330) 744-5001 or by email to
rodefsholom@sbcglobal.net.
I look forward to holding your hand
at our next service!
With love and Sisterhood
Your President – Sally Blau
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Organizations

(left-to-right) B’nai ‘rith members Arnie Clebone, Gary Weiss, Stan Bard, Stan Nudell, Neil
Schor, Michael Froomkin, Andy Moyer, lan Samuels, Carol Sherman, Bruce Sherman

B’nai B’rith brunch

Sunday, Jan. 24 marked the 32nd year
that the Aaron Grossman B’nai B’rith
Lodge #339 has sponsored a brunch for
the residents at Heritage Manor as part of
their community service efforts.
Twelve lodge members helped serve
the meal to residents. Dan Shapira provided music for the afternoon event.

Lodge President Neil Schor addressed
the group, explaining the continuing
commitment of the lodge to Heritage
Manor and its residents.
Everyone enjoyed the opportunity
to socialize and reconnect with each
other at the brunch. As one the Heritage
residents said, “This was a “wonderful
brunch. It meant so much to me to see
members I have not seen.”

Na’Amat donor luncheon

Na’Amat USA Youngstown Council
will hold its 79th annual donor luncheon on Sunday April 3 at 11:45 in the
Jewish Community Center.
Lunch is $10. Please make reservations by Friday, March 25, to Bertha
Froomkin at 330 759-1781.
This celebration will also mark the
90th birthday of Na’Amat, formerly Pioneer Women
Golda Meir came to Youngstown in
1932 or 1933 to organize its first chapter,
a Yiddish-speaking group. Many mothers and grandmothers of present members were in that group, which evolved
into four chapters at its height in the
1960s and ‘70s.
Paul Farbman will perform a “Musical Mix of Songs.” Between 2000 and
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2013, Paul performed monthly in shows
for the developmentally disabled. As
a student at Austintown Fitch, he appeared in eight productions including
“Pippin” and “The Music Man.”
Now at Youngstown State University
where he is majoring in early childhood
education, Paul has performed with the
University Chorus and the Dana Chorale. In addition, he mentors first-year
students at the Marion Resch Center for
Student Progress.
Kathy Farbman is program vicepresident. Lucille Vegh is social chairwoman, and Bertha Froomkin is donor
chairwoman.
Shari Della Penna is toastmistress
and will conduct the afternoon’s activities.
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Rodef Sholom compiling history

Celebrating 150 years of an institution is quite an undertaking. Both
the 100-year and the 125-year anniversary books give us a fascinating
look at our past. Now it’s your turn to
be a part of this tradition. We are trying to get a cross-section of every generation’s experiences at Rodef Sholom
and would love to have every Temple
family represented in the book. If you
need help with writing your article,
please call Marilyn and Stephen Sniderman at 330-759-7151 or email us at
MSnide4144@aol.com. The deadline
is fast approaching. The success of this
book depends on you.
Marilyn and Stephen Sniderman,
Anniversary Book Editors
Here are suggestions for writing your
Family History for the Rodef Sholom
150th Anniversary Book
The following questions are intended
to spark your memory. Please feel free to
answer some or all of them in any order.
(or make up your own).
Who is in your family and when did you
all join the Temple?
• What life cycle events have you par-

ticipated in at the Temple?
• What changes in Reform Judaism at
our Temple have you noticed over
the years (attire, head covering,
prayer books, music, liturgy, community service, etc.)?
• What do you remember about our
rabbis and/or Cantors?
• What memories do you have about
your experience as a Sunday School
student, Bar/Bat Mitzvah or a confirmand?
• What roles have you played in
Brotherhood or Sisterhood?
• What offices or committees have
been important to you and why?
• What physical changes in the Temple stand out in your memory?
• What changes in Temple life have
surprised you the most?
• What aspects of Temple life have
given you the most satisfaction?
• What experiences with Temple have
you had in the past 25 years that others would enjoy reading about?

El Emeth – Ohev Tzedek Purim
The joint Temple El Emeth/Ohev
Tzedek Purim Extravaganza and Megillah reading is set for Wednesday, March
23, at Temple El Emeth. Minyan 5:30
p.m. and Megillah beginning at 5:45.
Everyone is invited to come in costume. Music, balloon artist Joe Sullivan,
prizes for all children and our Purim
Band.
A hot dog and super-sized salad bar
supper will follow, with a special sur-

prise planned for adults and children.
R.S.V.P. to El Emeth or Ohev Tzedek by
March 21. There is no charge for dinner,
but reservations are a must.
Join your friends for an evening of
music, singing, fun, food (featuring
world-famous El Emeth Sisterhood hamentashen) If anyone is interested in
singing or playing an instrument in the
Purim band at the celebration, please
call and let the office know.

  

  
  


El Emeth Sisterhood (continued from p. 19)
train with one look.
When the kids were little, we used
to pile them into the car and go for a
ride. Once to Niagara Falls when Beth
was about 8 months old. Al and the
older kids went under the falls and
loved it. Beth and I waited, but then
they wanted to go to the Seagram’s
Tower — walking to the top. With Beth
in my arms I did all those stairs. Not
terrible, beautiful view. Coming down,
oy,. Suddenly, I had a fear of going
down the spiral steps. Poor Al had Diane with one hand and with the other
hand pushed me with Beth up against
the wall. Not my best experience.
One really fun trip was going to
Washington, DC, when the kids were
a little older, Marshall maybe 11 or
12. We spent a day at the Smithsonian
Coming out of the building, it must
have been 85 degrees, was a huge fountain with lots of places to spray water.
First question was, can we wade. The
guard said sure. Ok, before we could
turn around there were two kids swimming. Fun was had by all, and we piled
in the car with some soaking wet kids
who had the best time ever. Those are
some of our stories, maybe sometime
we will talk more.
The next Sisterhood meeting will be
March 8, with a board meeting at 10:45
and lunch at noon. Bonnie Deutsch

Phantom (cont'd from p. 5)
mantha.
She also has the "Phantom" family
to be a part of. "She says, "Some of the
original people are still working on the
show." On her opening night there was
a big bottle of champagne with everyone toasting her.
Rachel is contracted to perform
through the end of May. She says con-

Burdman will be bringing us up to date
with what’s happening with politics.
Reservations are needed by March 4.
The lunch is $12 for members and $15
for guests.
Also in March we will be having a
bake sale at the JCC during the Purim
Carnival on March 20. So ladies we
need baked goods — feel free to bake at
home. The more the better. The baking
committee will be doing Hamantaschen
the first week of March so, if this reaches
you in time, please volunteer your time.
We are in the middle of our Torah
Fund Drive and happy to announce
that we have four benefactors: Marsha
Burdman, Bonnie Deutsch Burdman,
Terry Roth, and Dr. Warren Rogers.
Donations are also gratefully received.
If you are interested in making a donation, please send a check to the Temple,
but made out to Torah Fund Campaign.
Any questions you may have Chairman
Holly Small will be happy to answer.
The Donor Campaign is also underway, so please send your donation to the
Temple. Sandy Altman and Rochelle
Miller are doing an excellent job. Finally, Eva Crop will be sending Target Gift
cards to our memberr’ college students,
so if you have someone in college please
get the names to the Temple office.
Have a good month,
Mary Lou Finesilver
tracts are renewed on a three-month or
six-month basis. She added, "the hardest thing is not knowing how long you’ll
be working. "But" she says, "I'll ride that
wave as long as I can.
The musical continues at the Magestic Theatre on Mon, Weds-Sat @8, Tues
@ 7, Thurs & Sat @ 2. Tickets: $29-$145.
Call Telecharge (212) 239-6200 or visit
www.telecharge.com .
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Shlichim

The great Mitzvah of Purim (and
life) is to be happy always
By Gon Erez

As Purim approaches, we must remember the most famous statement of
Rabbi Nachman of Bratslav: “A great
mitzvah is to be happy.”
Assuming that joy is good and important, we must ask, what makes joy
so important and central in our lives in
general and particularly in our Jewish
lives?
What is the nature of that joy? And
how do we achieve it?
It seems as if reality could not be
grimmer, and only a miracle could save
the current situation.
The Jewish people have experienced
divine decrees, plagues, and threats of
all kinds, but always at the last moment
we were saved by a miracle. This time,
the arrival of a long-awaited miracle is
delayed.
Every day Iran lies in wait for the
right opportunity for a nuclear experiment.
The endless war in Syria claims
the lives of thousands and occasionally trickles into Israel while the
main terrorist groups are preparing for the next round of escalation.
The waves of terror against Israeli citizens continue to rise, and in Europe
anti-Semitism is growing.
So what should we do? I believe that
the Book of Esther can provide an answer.
Kabbalists explain that this is one of
the most important encrypted texts in
the Holy Scriptures. Thus, we can see
that the story of Esther is taking place
here and now, and describes the huge
conflict between two approaches to life:
“Haman” and “Mordecai."
“Haman” represents the current approach — competition, hatred, division,
“I” as my only concern. Haman is ego,
the force that tries to separate us. Mordecai, on the other hand, represents the
approach on which we were founded as
a nation in the days of Abraham — the
grace and love of others. For this reason,
Haman despised and hated Mordecai.
The struggle between Haman and
Mordecai symbolizes the eternal struggle taking place in our nation: from the
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days of Abraham when the people of
Israel gathered around the love of others, to giving us the Torah which united
the Children of Israel “as one man with
one heart,” to the establishment of the
First Temple by the United Kingdom of
Israel.
When love and altruism existed between us, we prospered physically and
spiritually. But when ego ripped us
apart, we experienced the most difficult
times.
The story of Purim occurred a little
after the destruction of the first Temple
and the great Babylonian Exile. The ego
(Haman) erupted at a time when the
people of Israel were dispersed among
127 provinces of Ahasuerus’s kingdom
and unable to decide in favor of love
and altruism, Haman saw the opportunity and the fate of the people of Israel
seemed doomed.
The order to annihilate the Jews was
underway, and the situation seemed
hopeless. But then Mordecai went to
the town square, tore his clothes and
called on his brothers to reunite. With
Esther’s help, he “receives all the Jews in
Shushan” and connects them. So at the
last moment, our heroes managed to
avert the decree.
This is not just good historical drama.
Then as now, we are torn into camps. As
a result, an existential threat hangs over
our heads. The strengthening of our enemies from all sides reminds us of what
it seems that we have forgotten — only
connections among us, as the Jews in
Shushan achieved, can change the decree.
So far, we have used the way of Haman. We have tried to be like the rest
of the nations, fighting our enemies by
force. But we are losing the internal battle for our unity.
Still, Mordecai’s way allows us to
change the decree as in the past. If we
set aside the ego that separates us and
strive for the love of others, we will live
up to our inner essence and bring joy
and happiness at every turn in our lives.
Then even our biggest enemies will turn
into our greatest supporters.
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