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 Commentary    
Musings with Mary Lou

By Mary Lou Finesilver

My Mother’s Family

New Year, New Beginnings

My mother’s fam-
ily of eight siblings 
produced 15 children. 
It was quite a family. 
Their father, Max Beer-
man, came to this coun-
try sometime in the late 

1800’s. Don’t pin me down with dates, I 
can’t remember. He landed in New York, 
bought a wagon and horse and somehow 
made it all the way to Johnstown, Pa. 
where he opened a grocery store. Even-
tually, his wife and three of their children 
who were born in Lithuania, joined him. 
My grandmother Rose (Raysa) was born, 
we think, in Johannesburg, South Africa 
and I don’t think anyone now knows how 
or where they met. Anyway, they were 
what made America great. Strong stock 
and they produced strong children.

There is something 
so great about new 
beginnings; the high 
hopes, the feeling that 
we are unstoppable, 
that everything is pos-
sible for us, and we 
can just start fresh.

There is also something very untrue 
about new beginnings. The belief that 
everything will change when we declare 
that it’s time to change is simply delud-
ing. Can a specific date or occasion decide 
whether I will make a change or not?

Every time before the Rosh Hashanah, 

Well, here goes. I am going to try and 
put them all in the right order. I’ll send 
this to my cousins, (and I’m sure I will get 
lots of responses and hopefully not too 
many negative comments, like getting the 
correct order of siblings, I hope). Anyway, 
Uncle Sam was the oldest. He and his wife 
Bessie had four children and lived in Al-
toona, Pa, where he owned a dry goods 
company.

Next came Aunt Mary, she was a very 
religious and enthusiastic homemaker 
and wife to Uncle Harry, who was a tailor 
and they had two daughters. By the way, 
the family was raised as Orthodox Jews 
for the most part. Then came Aunt Anna 
who had one girl. Unfortunately, she was 
widowed at a very young age, but man-
aged to open a very successful hat store 
in Johnstown - favorite place to play when 
I was young. Then H. Paul Beerman, or as 
we knew him, Uncle Hym, a dental army 

I find myself writing down all the things 
I want to achieve, all the things I want 
to change. And even though I think it is 
important to write new goals, I have to 
ask myself why should the beginning of 
a new year be the motivation for “A New

Me?” Is it just me that keeps focusing 
more on what is wrong and not good 
enough, instead of remembering all of 
the wonderful things I have?

Dr. Seuss once wrote:
“Life is too short to wake up in the 

morning with regrets. So love the people 
who treat you right, forgive the ones who 
don’t, and believe that everything hap-
pens for a reason. If you get a chance, 
take it. If it changes your life, let it. No-
body said it’d be easy, they just promised 

career officer, who married Edith and 
had two girls. Then, I think, was Aunt Lil-
ly, a very sweet lady who married Harry 
Oker and had two daughters. They all ar-
rived in Johnstown shortly after the flood 
of 1889. Just as a point of interest, I never 
knew any of them to have any kind of 
discernible accent. The next group starts 
with Harry (Chic) Beerman, married to 
Sylvia from Altoona. They had one son. 
Then came along my mom, Esther. She 
married Sam Bonow and had two daugh-
ters. Last, but not least came Aunt Bayla, 
married to Herman Schwartz. They had a 
son.

Okay, that’s the lineup, folks. Great 
family, interesting. Uncle Sam ruled the 
family with an iron fist. If you needed fi-
nancial aid, advice, or even had religious 
questions, you went to see him.

Four of the siblings lived to be over 90. 
My Mother was 89. She didn’t quite make 
the 90 mark, which she was hoping to 
reach. They were a close knit group and 
tried to keep us in that group, and we 
managed to do that until about the mid- 

it would be worth it.”
I believe nothing good comes out of 

negativity. I believe that kindness at-
tracts goodness. I believe that before 
making any change, we have to first em-
brace the life we have. To be thankful for 
everything we’ve experienced because it 
made us who we are today. To appreciate 
everything we overcame, every achieve-
ment, every moment we were brave. Ac-
cept your life, the good and the bad, and 
happiness will find its way to you.

With the spirit of a new year coming, I’d 
like to share with you my resolution for 
5779. Instead of focusing on new goals, 
there’s one important thing I’ve achieved 
since we got here three years ago that is 
very meaningful to me.

I always knew that moving here would 
be a difficult time for us. As a 32-year-old 

or late-70’s. 
One thing I remembered well about my 

aunts, uncles and my mother, they were 
tough. My uncles, in their own right, were 
very successful, but they were also very 
frugal, to the point it is too funny not to 
tell. Uncle Sam, the patriarch of the fam-
ily, liked to drive and conserve gasoline. 
When he came to a downward hill, he 
would shut off the motor and coast. Don’t 
try it! My Uncle Harry always carried his 
own tea bag into restaurants and would 
then order hot water and lemon. His wife 
would buy things she wanted, would 
hide them and bring them to the surface 
weeks later, so when he would ask is that 
new, she replied “No, we’ve had that for-
ever.” They knew what they wanted and 
they knew how to get it. Sweet, kind 
family, but tough. But they couldn’t have 
lived as long as they did without that es-
sential background from their immigrant 
parents who taught them survival. They 
were smart, sassy, driven and I loved 
each and every one of them.

that had never lived outside of Israel, I 
had to get adjusted to a new place, com-
pletely different from everything I have 
ever known, and with loved ones be-
ing thousands of miles away. Adding the 
American culture to that makes every-
thing even more complicated. But when 
I look at the past three years, with all the 
difficulties and the struggles, I can feel 
only accomplishment and satisfaction.

I now truly believe that every challenge 
I experience in my life is a blessing. I look 
at it as a possibility to get stronger, wiser, 
and to grow as a person. I hope I will re-
member this lesson during the hardest 
times, and won’t let them break me. 

I wish you all a great New Year- Shana 
Tova, and we’re waiting to see you at our 
upcoming events!

By Gon Erez

Israeli Education & Outreach 
Coordinator
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Happy New Year From Terrie & Bob Chudakoff!

FURNITURE REPAIRS, RESTORATION & UPHOLSTERY
Wood Furniture Refinishing  All Furniture work by Master Refinisher  Caning  Millwork  Custom 
Cabinets  Chair Regluing  Fabric Design Studio  All work Guaranteed!

SOFT TOUCH FURNITURE
1560 South State St., Girard, OH 44420
330.545.4204
softtouchfurniture.com

FLORAL PARK, NY — It is with 
great sadness that the family of the 
beautiful Sheila Elyse Goldich an-
nounces her passing after a long he-
roic battle with cancer.

Sheila lived life right up to the 
very end. She was larger than life. She 
affected people in a very unique way 
and those that knew her had the most 
loyal friend ever. She defended her 
family and friends at all costs with 
tremendous generosity and humor. 
She was truly one of a kind.

Sheila started her modeling and 
theatrical career at the age of 3. She 
was a cheerleader who brought great 
spirit to her team. She was confirmed 
at Rodef Sholem Temple, graduated 
from Cardinal Mooney High School, 
and received her Bachelor’s degree 
from the University of West Virginia. 
She was a sports fanatic, often shar-
ing facts and statistics that were wise 
beyond her years.

In 1998, at the age of 21, she joined 
her father in the casino and junket 
rep business and became president 
four years later. She was the young-
est and most successful female host, 
spanning a career of over 20 years. 
Her business was called Lucky Jun-
kets. Those who really got to know 
Sheila were the lucky ones.

Early in life Sheila recognized how 
to live and made an impact on every-
one she knew. Sheila was an amazing 
caregiver, and she was compassion-
ate and generous with her time and 
heart. 

When fate forced her to switch 
roles it was never a comfortable fit. 

Sheila wanted to make you feel bet-
ter. Sheila was everyone’s pillar of 
strength.

Sheila was most proud of her 
important roles in this life. She was 
an amazing friend, sister, daughter, 
aunt, great-aunt, granddaughter, 
niece, and cousin. While she passed 
away too soon, she lived a very full 
life in a short span of time.

She will be lovingly remembered 
by her mother, Carole Goldich; 
brother Randy and sister-in-law 
Sandy Goldich and nieces Ashleigh 
and Gabbi; sister Linda and broth-
er-in-law Dennis Rappaport neph-
ew and niece Tony and Jacquelyn 
Rappaport and great nephew Tyler 
Rappaport; uncle Mickey and aunt 
Marlene Murphy; Sabrina and Sam 
Shapiro, who were like siblings; 
and her true blue friend, Jennifer 
D’Apolito; plus many loving cousins 
and friends.

She will be joining her devoted 
father, Stanley Goldich and beautiful 
sister, Kimberly Goldich.

“We will miss her dearly.”
The funeral took place on Sunday, 

Aug. 20, at Rodef Sholem Tod Cem-
etery Chapel in Youngstown.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks 
that donations be made to LiveOn-
NY Foundation, 460W 34th St., 15th 
Floor, New York, NY 10001.

Arrangements were handled 
by the Higgins-Reardon Funeral 
Homes, Boardman-Canfield Chapel.
Please visit www.higgins-reardon.
com to view this obituary and to send 
condolences.

Sheila Elyse Goldich

SALINE MI — Sophie Degan died 
early in the morning of Augt, 2017. 
She is mourned by her family and by 
many friends. 

Sophie was 90 years old, and had 
an extraordinary life. Born in War-
saw on Oct. 12, 1926, daughter of 
Ruta and Boleslaw Muszkatblat, she 
also had a younger brother Stefan. 

As a girl, she loved poetry and 
language, and she spoke many lan-
guages with zest. When the Germans 
occupied Poland, she and her family 
went to the Warsaw ghetto, where 
the rest of her family members died, 
were killed, or were sent to the camps 
where they perished. 

At the age of 15, Sophie herself en-
tered the camps. She was in fourteen 
camps, including Majdanek, Aus-
chwitz, and Bergen-Belsen. She in-
tended to write a memoir with a title 
that included the number she had in 
the camps, it was to be called Survi-
vor A-13905. 

At the end of the war, Sophie was 
liberated to Sweden, and eventu-
ally her Aunt Mary Okun in England 
found her through the Red Cross. She 

lived in England, then in Israel, where 
she was a sergeant in the army, and, 
eventually, came to the United States. 

She spent many years in New York, 
where she worked for the UNESCO 
Publications Center; the Conference 
Group of U.S. National Organiza-
tions on the United Nations; and the 
National Council of Churches, Dept. 
of International Affairs. 

She also finished a course of study 
at New York University. In New York, 
she lived with her greatest friend, 
Virginia “Ginny” Saurwein. Later, 
she moved to Washington D.C. 
where she worked as the executive 
director of the United Nations As-
sociation, Capital Area Division, and 
was honored at their annual Human 
Rights Day Luncheon in 1974. 

She served on the U.S. Commit-
tee for International Women’s Year 
(1975), on the advisory committee 
for the D.C. Bicentennial City Cel-
ebration, and for two years on Mayor 
Barry’s UN Day Committee. After 
her years at the United Nations Asso-
ciation, Sophie ran her own business, 
Flag World International, Inc., selling 

Sophie Degan (neé Sofia Henryka Muszkatblat)

In Memoriam

(Continued on p.  61)
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Exciting things 
are happening at 
the Jewish Journal 
Monthly Magazine! 
Youngstown Area 
Jewish Federation 
agencies are doing 
wonderful work 
every day, and we 

want to let you know about it. With that 
in mind, we’re including more agency 
news in each issue (see page 22-24).

Last month, we included a 
Partnership2Gether page. P2G is an 
organization under the umbrella of the 
Jewish Agency and the Jewish Federation 
of North America that has the goal of 
connecting people in order to foster 
Jewish identity and create strong bonds 

Editor’s Note
By Elise Skolnick

among the people in our communities. 
The Youngstown Area Jewish Federation 
is one of the communities involved with 
P2G. This is going to be a regular feature 
(see page 14). This month, we started 
including information from the Center 
for Judaic and Holocaust Studies at 
Youngstown State University (see page 
10). We’ve also expanded our distribution 
to get the Journal into the hands of more 
people. It’s now available in every branch 
of the Public Library of Youngstown 
and Mahoning County and the Warren-
Trumbull County Public Library. And, 
beginning this month, the Journal will be 
sent by email to over 5,100 individuals. 
We’re continuously working to bring you 
current local, national and world news of 
Jewish interest.
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Challenges and Opportunities
By Richard Marlin 
President

As we enter the Jewish New Year 
5779, we also usher in the 84 th anniver-
sary of our organized Jewish community. 
Though Rosh Hashanah is a time for joy-
ous celebration, we must also address 
the various challenges facing our people 
locally and throughout the world. To aid 
us in this task, we must keep in mind our 
values of charity (Tzedekah), commu-
nity (Klal Yisrael), global repair (Tikkun 
Olam) and the continuation of Jewish tra-
ditions (Dor L’Dor).

I succeeded Atty. Alan R. Kretzer as 
your president on June 18, and along with 
Andy Lipkin, executive vice-president, 
and our volunteers and professionals 
Federation-wide, we have a “blue print” 
for our regional Jewish community mov-
ing forward. In recent years, Federation 
staff and lay leadership embarked on the 
arduous task of creating a strategic plan 
that will guide efforts for years to come. 
This plan places the Federation squarely 

as the primary convener for the regional 
Jewish community. It is imperative to en-
gage with the local Jewish community 
and the general community. The Fed-
eration is doing so through cultural and 
Jewish educational programming, a com-
mitment to Tikkun Olam, and health and 
wellness initiatives. To implement these 
strategies, excellence in governance and 
operation is necessary.

Please allow me to highlight a few of 
the wonderful programs and services 
that our Federation offered our small but 
thriving Jewish community over the past 
year.

First, the JCC hosted two big events 
this summer, the 20th annual Suzi Solo-
mon Golf Classic and the First Dash and 
Splash, a 5k run/walk and party at the 
Logan Campus of the JCC. Around 130 
golfers participated in the Classic, raising 
over $85,000, and over 120 runners took 
part in the inaugural Dash.

Partnership played an important role 
in an event held at the JCC in August. Fed-
eration, the Israel Tennis Centers Foun-
dation (ITC), Youngstown State Universi-
ty and the United Way of Youngstown and 
the Mahoning Valley hosted an ITC team 
from Israel. Through the discipline of 
tennis, the Israel Tennis Centers strives 
to improve the lives of children. This 
partnership with the United Way goes 
beyond the ITC program, thanks in part 
to a donation from the Thomases Fam-
ily Endowment of the Youngstown Area 
Jewish Federation, which supported the 
Success After Six program in six schools 
in Youngstown in the 2017/2018 school 
year, and will be expanded to 13 schools 
this year in the greater Youngstown area.

The JCC continues to offer a wide vari-
ety of adult programming that is Jewishly 
oriented, including J-Cafes with speakers 
from all over the community and trips to 
Broadway shows in Cleveland and Pitts-
burgh. Our recently completed Camp JCC 
had a very successful summer, attracting 
more campers than in recent memory. 
The Center continues to show an upward 
trend in new members in 2018 after 

record-breaking new memberships in 
2017.

The Jewish Community Relations 
Council continues to closely monitor and 
respond to numerousinquiries regarding 
international issues, growing anti-Semi-
tism globally, nationally and locally, and 
concerns for the Jewish community. The 
highly successful YSU/YBI Mission to Is-
rael in January 2017 resulted in concrete 
results with Israeli companies locating 
in YBI and YSU working closely with Is-
raeli institutions. JCRC also sponsored its 
first Pastors Mission to Israel in February 
with 18 participants representing evan-
gelical and main-line Christian clergy. 
The JCRC continues to provide Holocaust 
education to members of the community 
through exhibits and programs in schools 
and community organizations.

The Human Services Department, 
which includes Heritage Manor, Levy 
Gardens and Jewish Family Services, has 
undergone a transformation with the re-
cent retirements of Gary Weiss and Alvin 
Weisberg. The changes in staffing which 

 Federation  

Youngstown Area Jewish Community is Thriving

A recent TabletMag.com article painted 
a bleak picture for the future of our Jew-
ish community.

While it’s true the Jewish population 
of the Mahoning and Shenango valleys is 
smaller than years past, and it’s also true 
that brings challenges, it doesn’t mean 
we won’t survive but, in fact, are thriving! 
With challenges come opportunities, and 
the Youngstown Area Jewish Federation 
and its agencies are rising to meet the 
challenges and embrace the opportuni-
ties.

No Jewish community in America, of 
our size, offers as much as we do. Federa-
tion has something for every stage of life, 
from early learning to retirement. Our 
services rival those of much larger com-
munities, and we continue to grow our 
offerings.

Heritage Manor Rehabilitation & Re-
tirement Community attained a five-star 
rating from the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid and has the only Veteran’s Ad-
ministration agreement in our county, 
providing excellent care for those who 
need it most. It offers full service el-

derly care, including long-term care, re-
spite care, adult day services, outpatient 
therapy, and rehabilitation. Levy Gardens 
Assisted Living Facility earned a 91.3 rat-
ing on the Ohio Department of Aging’s 
Resident Satisfaction survey, making it 
one of the top four facilities in the county. 
Tenants receive on-site support for daily 
living activities such as bathing, dress-
ing, and medication management, while 
maintaining their independence.

Jewish Family Services, as well as of-
fering diverse programs and services 
including guardianships, counseling, 
and group housing for developmentally 
disabled individuals, is providing nearly 
1,000 meals to members of the commu-
nity each month through its Meals on 
Wheels program. For that program, they 
partner with the Trumbull County Board 
of Developmental Disabilities for help 
with the packing and delivery.

The Jewish Community Center is part-
nering with many organizations to make 
an impact in the Jewish and broader com-
munity. Working with the United Way 
of Youngstown and the Mahoning Val-
ley, they brought after school program-
ming, consisting of both fitness and Is-
raeli culture, as well as opportunities to 

learn tennis and attend Camp JCC to six 
Youngstown City Schools last year. The 
program is growing to include 13 schools 
this year. The Center also operates and 
manages the former Logan Swim and 
Tennis Club, which expanded the offer-
ings of the J to include an outdoor pool. 
The SwimSafe 500 program provided 
over 2,500 free swim safety lessons 
to children throughout the region and 
trained individuals to be lifeguards for 
Youngstown’s northside pool. JCC saw a 
25 percent increase in membership when 
they lowered rates, added programming 
and offered members a 25 percent dis-
count on those programs.  

The Jewish Community Relations 
Council provides Holocaust education to 
members of the community through ex-
hibits and programs in schools and com-
munity organizations, ensuring it won’t 
be forgotten. JCRC also works to ensure 
continued support for a strong U.S./Israel 
relationship. It recently led the first-ever 
multi-denominational Christian pastors 
mission to Israel and led a mission in 
2017 with the Youngstown Business In-
cubator and Youngstown State University 
that continues to reap tremendous divi-
dends.

In recent years, Federation staff and 
board took on the arduous task of creat-
ing a strategic plan that will guide efforts 
for years to come. This plan places the 
Federation squarely as the primary con-
vener for the regional Jewish community. 
It’s imperative to engage with the local 
Jewish community and the general com-
munity, and the Federation is doing so 
through cultural and Jewish educational 
programming, a commitment to tikkun 
olam, and health and wellness initia-
tives. To implement these strategies, ex-
cellence in governance and operations is 
necessary. Strength and continuity come 
not just from the number of Jews in the 
community, but also from the quality, 
accessibility, and diversity of Jewish life 
that can be enhanced through intentional 
and strong partnerships with the general 
community. And, through these partner-
ships, the Federation is working on initia-
tives with the Youngstown Business In-
cubator and other organizations that will 
attract more Jews and jobs to the region. 
There is a strong sense of Jewish coher-
ence, loyalty, and unity in our community, 
a community that, though smaller than it 
once was, is thriving.

By Andy Lipkin
Federation Executive Vice-President

see Challenges, page 5
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Jewish Community Center High 
Holiday Message
By Alan Mirkin

President, JCC Advisory Board
As we greet the year 5779, we wish you 

all Shanah Tovah Umetukah, “a good and 
sweet year” from the Jewish Community 
Center of Youngstown. During the High 
Holidays, a time of deep reverence and 
reflection, I am extremely grateful to 
be part of a team that is committed to 
carrying out our mission by enriching 
the quality of life and serving the whole 
community with Jewish values.

These values are reflected in all we 
do - from our Early Childhood Center 
to our Silver Sneakers classes; Camp 
JCC to Campus Shabbat; Swim Safe 500 
and PALS+ lessons; music, dance, and 
Taekwando - the past year’s focus on 
Beyachad and the resulting record- 
breaking growth of membership and 
impact on our community has brought us 
together in new and exciting ways. Our 
impact in 5778 has included hundreds 
of free swim lessons, a record 92 kids 

on the summer swim team, almost 150 
runners and walkers participating in 
the JCC Dash & Splash 5K, a 25 percent 
increase in camper weeks, and a unique 
partnership with the City of Youngstown 
and Youngstown City Schools to source 
and train lifeguards to keep the North 
Side Pool open for another summer.

We thank you all for your continued 
support of the Center, and welcome you to 
join us as we wrap up our second season 
at our Logan Campus outdoor pool, and 
embark on a number of improvements 
to our Main Campus facility, including a 
campus revitalization project, brand new 
infant and toddler playground, newly 
remodeled locker rooms, upgrades to our 
gymnasium, and new competitive-grade, 
outdoor pickleball courts.

L’Shana Tovah! We are so grateful to 
have you with us on this journey and we 
look forward to seeing you at the Center!

 JCC 
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Best Wishes
Jewish Community 

for a wonderfulNew Year
to the

from 

The Center for Judaic and Holocaust Studies 
at Youngstown State University

Promoting Jewish Studies and Programs

Photo/the Jewish Journal

Carol Polansky, wearing her favorite necklace, jokes with Levy Gardens Director Sara Miller.

of life, we’ve needed to adapt,” explains 
Sara Miller, the facility’s director.

If you ask Carol Polansky, who has 
lived at Levy Gardens for 17 years, three 
months, two days, and one hour — as 
of an Aug. 9 interview — she says she 
would have no place to go were it not 
for the assisted living facility which cel-
ebrates 20 years of service this month.

At the age of 91, she says, she’s living 
a longer and happier life. She is still a 
frequent shopper, though she complains 
that she needs another closet.

Mrs. Polansky was born in Sharon, 
but moved here when she was four. Her 
grandparents were so orthodox, she ex-
plains, that they had to hire someone to 
flush the toilets on Shabbat. 

But those days are long gone as she 
finds a far different life at Levy Gardens. 

Mrs. Polansky — and other residents 
— give a lot of the credit for their enjoy-
ment to Activities Director Ronna Mar-
lin, who has been enhancing the fun for 
19 years.

“I’ve loved learning the history of 
Youngstown from the residents,” Ms. 
Marlin says.

“When the people want to go and do, 
it makes it a great place for everyone,” 
she says.

Age doesn’t make a difference, Ms. 
Marlin says.

She relates the story of resident Ma-
mie Smith who at 100 was still inde-
pendent. She used the treadmill and 
enjoyed contemporary films — without 
worrying about the language.

Mrs. Smith said, “When you go out 
to a restaurant and get a cup of coffee 
for 35 cents, you always leave a $1 tip. 
Somebody is working hard to serve you 
and talk to you. You never want people 
to think that seniors are cheap.”

 When Ms. Marlin takes resients to 
restaurants, she reminds tham of Mrs. 
Smith’s wise words.

After 20 years, the principal goal of 
Levy Gardens remains the same: to put 
life in the lives of the residents.

Levy Garden’s celebrates 20 years of service to the community (cont’d from p. 12)

Wishing you a Happy New Year!
Call me today for all your real estate needs!

330-501-SOLD(7653)

REALTOR®   /MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR PRODUCER

www.bettclebone.com

Bett Clebone,Ph.D.

“THE HOUSE DOCTOR”

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC
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Some children of Youngstown, OH 
recently wrapped up a five-week pro-
gram based on the Israel Tennis Centers 
model where they learned how to play 
tennis, and more importantly developed 
long-lasting life skills.

Founded in 1976, the Israel Tennis 
Centers is one of the largest social ser-
vice organizations for children in Israel, 
serving over 20,000 Israeli children ev-
ery year. The ITC’s 14 centers stretch 
from Kiryat Shmona in the North to 
Beer Sheva in the South. Many of these 
centers are in underprivileged neigh-
borhoods, providing disadvantaged 
children with a safe, structured and nur-
turing environment.

The ITC offers uniquely designed 
programs to meet the specific needs of 
its children, assisting youth at risk, those 
with special needs such as Down Syn-
drome and autism, bringing together 
Israeli Jews, Arabs, Bedouins and Druze 
to play and learn, and training Israeli 
children to excel as tennis players.

ITC board member Sam Shapiro said 
it was a shame that the at-risk children in 

America couldn’t benefit from the fantas-
tic opportunity that the ITC provides the 
children of Israel. A light bulb went off, 
and Amy Hendricks, ITC board member 
and global resource development chair, 
carried the idea forward.

The Youngstown program is based 
on the ITC model of using tennis as a 
vehicle with which to teach the basic 
values of success and happiness in life 
to at-risk children, and brought it to 
America, “ said Ms. Hendricks. Some of 
the life values tennis teaches are team-
work and perseverance, hard work, pa-
tience, and integrity. We’ve carried that 

from the tennis court into real life.”
Every day for five weeks this summer 

the children of Youngstown Communi-
ty School came to the Jewish Commu-
nity Center for an afternoon filled with 
tennis, crafts, and swim lessons all paid 
for by a grant from the United States 
Tennis Association that Ms. Hendricks 
applied for with the help of United Way. 

The Youngstown Area Jewish Feder-
ation supplied much of the manpower, 
knowledge and funding for this pro-
gram along with their facility.

Israel Tennis Centers bring a new sport to inner-city Youngstown kids

Photo/ITC

Children from the Youngstown Community School are introduced to tennis — and so much more — using the Israel Tennis Centers model.

(Continued on page 63)

arose from these retirements are visibly 
invigorating Human Services. At Heritage 
Manor and Levy Gardens, the census re-
mains a top priority and a Needs Assess-
ment Committee has been meeting to ex-
amine options for possible projects at the 
Home. We have much to be proud of re-
garding Heritage Manor, which attained 
a five-star rating from the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid, and has the only 
Veterans Administration agreement in 
Mahoning County. Levy Gardens earned 
a 91.3 percent rating on the Ohio Depart-
ment of Aging Resident Satisfactory Sur-
vey, making it one of the top four facilities 
in the county.

In addition to offering diverse pro-
grams and services including guardian-
ships, counseling and group housing for 
developmentally disabled individuals, 
Jewish Family Services is providing near-
ly 1,000 meals to members of the com-
munity each month through its Meals on 
Wheels program. For that program, they 
partner with the Trumbull County Board 
of Developmental Disabilities for help 

with the packing and delivery.
The Federation continues to seek en-

dowment funds to supplement its pro-
grams and services.

Many of the activities listed here 
would not have been possible without 
the generous support of our community. 
As we begin a New Year we are grateful 
for those who have made a plan with the 
Federation to support the Jewish com-
munity locally, nationally and abroad. 
Donors have chosen to create their own 
legacies, and entrusted the Federation to 
ensure the initiatives they are passion-
ate about in their lives continue to flour-
ish for generations to come. Whether 
gifts are realized during their lifetimes 
or upon their departure from this life, 
those who’ve decided to make a planned 
gift can be assured that their impact will 
never be forgotten. Grants allow the Fed-
eration to bring extraordinary program-
ming, such as speakers for the Inaugural 
Event and our Shlichim program. The 
Thomases Family Endowment Fund sup-
ports our partnership in Akko, Israel, 
and with Jews around the world, above 
and beyond the Federation’s allocation. 

Other income from endowment funds 
are also used for programming such as 
“Our Gang,” JCC transportation, nurs-
ing scholarships, and Israeli teachers at 
the Commission for Jewish Education, to 
name just a few. The belief in and prac-
tice of Tzedakah is evident in the direct 
service every agency provides to give ev-
ery generation in our community. Funds 
have also been distributed throughout 
the Youngstown area and around the 
globe in the spirit of our donors’ wishes 
for Tikkun Olam.

Our Annual Campaign makes it pos-

sible for the Federation to provide for 
meeting the needs here, and throughout 
the world. Your generosity is at the cen-
ter of our Jewish community, a commu-
nity of engaged people, supportive or-
ganizations, and respected institutions, 
which provides a welcoming atmosphere 
to those of us who call the regional Jew-
ish community our home.

On behalf of the Marlin family and 
your Youngstown Area Jewish Federa-
tion, I wish you all a L’Shana Tovah may 
the New Year be filled with peace, pros-
perity and good health.

Challenges, from page 4
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Aaron was by all 
accounts a good man. 
His leadership out of 
Egypt, alongside his 
brother Moses, and his 
spiritual leadership in 
the desert were inte-
gral factors in the Jew-

ish people’s liberation and development. 
And yet repeatedly we read of his flaws 
in the Torah – his complicity in the build-
ing of the Golden Calf, his criticism (along 
with Miriam) of Moses’ marriage, his 
willingness to allow profoundly wrong 
things to happen before his very eyes.

In Parshat Chukat, Moses’ defiant act 
of striking the rock to bring forth water 
rather than speaking to it as commanded 
happened right in front of Aaron without 
any comment. The result is that they are 
both barred from leading the people into 
the Promised Land.

This complex and sometimes tragic 
side of Aaron is rooted in his silence and/
or complicity regarding acts that should 
have never been committed by others. 
Aaron’s example reminds us that even 
good men and women can fall short not 
simply by what they do but by what they 
fail to do.

In the High Holiday season, during the 
introspective space between Rosh Ha-
shanah and Yom Kippur, we as Jews often 
turn our attention to the wrongful acts 
we have committed against others. Many 
will have frank, loving, reparative conver-

Going from Good to Better

Ohev Tzedek High Holiday ScheduleRabbi’s Message
Rabbi Dario Hunter
Ohev Tzedek-Shaarei Torah

sations with friends and family members 
expressing remorse and the healing spir-
it of teshuvah (repentance). That is the 
beauty of this season – the sense of our 
effort to turn over a new leaf adding to 
the overall effort to repair the world (tik-
kun olam).

Nonetheless, the Al Chet, the long con-
fession that forms a part of our process of 
atonement on Yom Kippur, contains the 
line “for the sin we committed by casting 
off responsibility.” Accordingly, we must 
add to our list of transgressions for which 
we seek atonement the times we stood by 
and watched another’s suffering without 
comment, the times we watched a person 
mistreat another without intervention, 
the times we looked at injustice around 
us and the world at large and obliviously 
marched forward in our daily lives as if it 
weren’t our responsibility.

Our secular law places no duty upon 
the average citizen to act to help others 
– even those in immediate peril right be-
fore our very eyes. Judaism holds us to a 
much higher standard of responsibility; 
we must not only decline to commit way-
ward acts, we must act against injustice 
and callousness.

This High Holiday season, we ask 
Hashem to help us turn our attention 
not only to an examination of the acts we 
could have refrained from, but also the 
things we could have and should have 
done to make our community and the 
world around us a more caring and more 
just place. May 5779 grant you the bless-
ings of closer, more loving bonds with 
your fellow human beings and may you 
be inscribed in the Book of Life for a good 
year.

  Ohev Tzedek  

The people of the Ohev 
Tzedek congregation  

wish the entire  
Youngstown Jewish 
Community a happy  

and healthy New Year.

BETH ISRAEL 
High Holy Day Memorial Service

Beth Israel Temple Center of Warren will hold its annual High 
Holy Day Memorial Service Sunday, Sept. 16 at Beth Israel Cem-
etery, Hewitt Gifford Road, Warren. The prayer service will be at 

11 am. All are welcome to attend.
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Jewish tradition en-
courages introspection 
and self-examination 
(cheshbon hanefesh) 
during the month of 
Elul (Aug. 12 - Sept. 9 

this year), as preparation for the Days of 
Awe. Our sages felt it was difficult, if not 
impossible, to walk into the sanctuary on 
Erev Rosh Hashanah and begin the pro-
cess of teshuvah, of genuine repentance, 
unless there had been proper prepara-
tion on the part of the worshipper for the 
month prior to the start of the High Holi-
days. This included the daily recitation 
of Psalms, the blowing of the shofar each 
morning, and most importantly, looking 
deep within to begin to grapple with the 
character flaws that keep us from becom-
ing the best persons that we can be. A 
special service, known as Selichot, was 
instituted on the Saturday evening before 
Rosh Hashanah (unless it was the night 
before, in which case it was held two 
Saturday nights prior to the start of the 
holiday), to call attention to this impor-
tant process of preparation. Tradition-
ally the service was held late at night, at 
midnight, when people’s hearts would 
be more open to true sincerity and con-
trition.  A special prayer book compiled 
just for this evening held once a year was 
used.

On Saturday evening, Sept. 1, Rodef 
Sholom will hold a Selichot service. It 
will begin at 10 p.m., with refreshments 
served at 9 p.m. The later hour not only 
is more in accordance with tradition, but 
enables you to enjoy the evening out be-
fore coming to services. So, by all means, 
go out to dinner, take in a movie, and then 
join us at Temple. We certainly will ap-
preciate you spending part of your eve-
ning with us.

We will be using a special new prayer 

Sept. 6
Rodef Sholom Opening Sisterhood 
Meeting Brunch
At the home of Kandy Rawl. Please call 
the Temple office to RSVP by Friday, Aug. 
31 or if you
need directions,11 a.m.
Sept. 9
Rosh Hashanah Congregational Holi-
day Dinner
Catering by Art Einzig – Kosher chicken, 
salmon, gluten-free meals are avail-
able by special request at an additional 
$5 cost per meal. Vegetarian meals are 
available by special request at no addi-
tional cost.
Member Cost: $25 per person (13 yrs. & 
up)
Non-Member Cost: $35 per person (13 
yrs. & up)
Member & Non-Member Children 7 to 
12 yrs: $12.50 (6 yrs and under are free)
Please RSVP by Wednesday, Sept. 5 by 
mailing in your reservation form to the 
Temple office at
1119 Elm Street, Youngstown, Ohio 
44505. In Strouss Hall, 6 p.m.

Sept. 16
Hadassah Luncheon
In Handler Hall, 11:30 a.m.
Sept. 18
Kol Nidre Congregational Dinner
Catering by Art Einzig – Kosher brisket, 
salmon, gluten-free meals are avail-
able by special request at an additional 
$5 cost per meal. Vegetarian meals are 
available by special request at no addi-
tional cost.
Member Cost: $25 per person (13 yrs. & 
up)
Non-Member Cost: $35 per person (13 
yrs. & up)
Member & Non-Member Children 7 to 
12 yrs: $12:50 ( 6yrs and under are free)
Please RSVP by Wednesday, Sept. 12 
by mailing in your reservation form to 
the Temple office at 1119 Elm Street, 
Youngstown, Ohio 44505. In Strouss 
Hall, 6 pm.

  Rodef Sholom  
Rabbi’s Message
Rabbi Frank Muller
Congregation Rodef Sholom

Going from Good to Better

Rodef Sholom Events

Rodef Sholom Services

book just published by the CCAR, enti-
tled Mishkan Halev, Prayers for Selichot 
and the Month of Elul. The readings are 
poignant and uplifting, and will begin to 
put you in the appropriate mood and the 
right frame of mind to get the most out 
of your High Holiday experience this year. 
Let me provide you with one example. It 
is called, V’ahavta for Elul.

V’AHAVTA FOR ELUL

You shall love the ones who are close
with all your heart,
with all your spirit,
with all your strength.

Remember these words; inscribe them                
     on your heart:

love them when they struggle,
when they sadden and disappoint you;
love them when they fail.

See the good within them, even when  
     they can’t.

Look at them, and listen, even when  
     it’s hard.

Be grateful for their guidance (even  
     their reproof)

when they save you from yourself.

Love them when they give you joy,
and love them when they don’t.
When you lie down, let go of anger.
When you rise up at dawn, begin again.

Praise them for their deeds at home;
Speak to them in public with respect.

Bind yourself to the ones you love
with promises kept and vows fulfilled.

Open to them the gates of your heart,  
     the doorway of your soul –

and let them know you.

So shall the ones you cherish feel your  
     love, your presence, and your care.

Darlene and I both wish you and your 
loved ones a joyous High Holiday season.

Sept. 19
Break-the-Fast
Following the conclusion of Yom Kip-
pur services, the entire congregation is 
cordially invited to a Break-the-Fast in 
Strouss Hall. We would like everyone to 
join us for bagels, cream cheese, gefilte 
fish, herring, tuna salad, crackers, chal-
lah, hard boiled eggs, fruit salad and oth-
er light foods. Help make your Temple 
more of a community by joining us for 
Break-the-Fast after services. Reserva-
tions are required by Wednesday, Sept. 
12. Please call the Temple office at
330.744.5001 to make your reserva-
tions. Please note: Break-the-Fast is free 
to members of our Temple. However, 
there is a $10 cost per person to attend 
this event if you are a non-member
of Rodef Sholom. Any non-member pay-
ments much be received to the Temple 
office by the reservation deadline. Mail 
to: Congregation Rodef Sholom – 1119 
Elm Street, Youngstown,
Ohio 44505, 6 p.m.

Sept. 27
Rodef Sholom Sisterhood and Temple 
El Emeth Sisterhood 14 th Annual 
Card Party and Luncheon
Cost is $15 per person. Both Sisterhoods 
are looking forward to a wonderful day 
of cards, friendship and food. Please 
make your reservations as soon as pos-
sible. Reservations will be taken until 
Friday, Sept. 21 by mailing in the reser-
vation form to the Rodef Sholom Temple
office. If payment is not received by the 
deadline, there will be a late reservation 
charge of $18 per person at the door. 
Thank you! Delicious mushroom barley 
soup will be available to purchase on the 
day of the event for $10 a quart! Come 
play mah jong, bridge, canasta, rummy
Q or any other game you wish! Bring 
your own mah jong cards, etc. All guests 
are welcome! In Strouss Hall, 11 a.m

Sept. 1-Refreshments in Handler Hall, 9 p.m. Selichot Service in Tamarkin Chapel, 10 
p.m.
Sept. 7-Shabbat Service in Tamarkin Chapel, 6 p.m.
Sept. 9-Erev Rosh Hashanah Service in the Sanctuary, 8 p.m.
Sept. 10-Children’s Service in Tamarkin Chapel, 9 a.m. Rosh Hashanah Service in the 
Sanctuary, 10 a.m. Tashlich Service at Crandall Park (please bring your own bread), 
12:30 p.m.

Sept. 14-Shabbat Shuvah Service in Tamarkin Chapel, 6 p.m.
Sept. 18-Kol Nidre Service, 8 p.m.
Sept. 19-Children’s Service in Tamarkin Chapel, 9 a.m.Yom Kippur Service in the 
Sanctuary, 10 a.m.
Sept. 21-Shabbat Service in Tamarkin Chapel, 6 p.m.
Sept. 28-Consecration – Simchat Torah in Tamarkin Chapel, 6 p.m.
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When Moses saw 
the burning bush he 
initially didn’t under-
stand the significance. 
Discerning the greater 
meaning of something 

we experience is difficult.
Read Exodus 3:1-4:
1. Moses was keeping the flock of Yitro 

his father-in-law, the priest of Midian. He 
led the flock to the farthest end of the 

El Emeth    
Rabbi’s Message
Rabbi Joseph P. Schonberger
Temple El Emeth

Vision and Perspective

wilderness, and came to the mountain of 
God, Chorev.

2. An angel of the Lord appeared in a 
blazing fire out of a bush. Moses gazed, 
and there was a bush on fire, but the bush 
was not consumed.

3. Moses said, “I must turn aside to 
look at this marvelous sight, why doesn’t 
the bush burn up?”

4. When the Lord saw that he had 
turned aside to look, God called to him 
out of the bush: “Moses! Moses! He an-
swered, “Here I am.” Clearly, Moses recog-
nized God’s revelation only after hearing 
from the angel. Like Moses, we too can 
overlook Sacred messages. Therefore, it 
is just as possible that we can overlook 
important lessons and not realize signifi-

cant sources of wisdom in our experienc-
es. And sometimes, God forbid, we may 
listen to the wrong voice as did Adam 
and Eve.

How did Moses strengthen his life and 
character?

Aside from his active relationship 
with God, Moses devoted himself the last 
month of the year, Elul, until Yom Kippur 
to engage in atonement, reflection and 
prayer. Following Moses’ example, our 
People have focused this time of year on 
self-improvement, forgiveness and rec-
onciliation with God, our loved ones and 
community. This period culminating in 
the Holy Days of Rosh HaShanah through 
Simchat Torah can be transformational. 
They have kept us strong as Jews, indi-

vidually and collectively.
Every year, the Almighty provides the 

opportunity to rejuvenate precious val-
ues and goals. This is a time for perspec-
tive when all of our accomplishments and 
regrets, joys and sorrows can be seen 
under the rubric of greater purpose and 
higher meaning.

I thank all of the people who invest a 
great deal of themselves in their service 
to Temple El Emeth and Jewish life. Your 
active, caring, forgiving, involvement 
makes a real difference. May God enrich 
and empower our lives with devotion, 
conscience and character. Ketivah Vach-
atimah Tovah.

Shanah Tovah Umetukah, Happy 
Healthy New Year to you from all of us 
at El Emeth Sisterhood. Sisterhood is 
gearing up for the new year with some 
wonderful programs and plans for the 
coming year.  Alice Franklin and Andrea 
Duval are planning some interesting and 
entertaining programs and delicious 
meals for this coming year.  The first 
meeting will be October 9 with the board 
meeting at 10:45 a.m. and lunch at noon. 
Jean Cole will lead a book review of The 
Plum Tree by Ellen Marie Wiseman. Don’t 
forget to RSVP by Friday, Oct. 5. The cost 
of the lunch is $12.  Don’t forget, also, 
that Sisterhood is always looking for an 
honorable mensch to sponsor a lunch for 
$54 at a meeting of your choice.  I just 
received my Sisterhood bill for dues and 
you won’t find a better bargain anywhere 
for $30 for the year, so don’t forget to 
send yours in as soon as possible.  Also, 
it is never too early to send a donation for 
Torah fund to Holly Small or to the Temple 
office. It can be memory of someone, get 
well, good wishes or just because it’s nice 
to make a donation to a worthy cause.  
Have a great September and I will see you 
in Shul.

Sisterhood
By Mary Lou Finesilver
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By Andrew Tobin

KIBBUTZ ELIFAZ, Israel (JTA) – By 
all accounts, Eilon Bdil has no personal 
interest in marijuana.

But as the business manager of Kib-
butz Elifaz, he’s a big believer in the 
herb. Bdil sees medical marijuana as a 
unique opportunity to revive his remote 
Negev community.

“This cannabis gold rush has to pan 
out for us,” he said. “There’s simply no 
other choice. We need young people with 
good minds to come here, and medical 
cannabis is what can draw them.”

Elifaz is one of dozens of kibbutzim 
– and hundreds of local companies — 
seeking to join Israel’s new medical mar-
ijuana industry. After decades of stagna-
tion, the collectives are betting that the 
move can revitalize their finances and 
even their way of life.

Israel’s gold rush – or “green rush,” as 
some are calling it – took off after the 
government in February threw its sup-
port behind legislation that would allow 
the export of medical marijuana. An 
inter-ministerial committee set up to 
explore the issue recently recommended 
favor of export, though Public Security 
Minister Gilad Erdan is opposed.

The Knesset is expected to pass the 
measure into law in the coming months. 
If that happens, Israeli companies would 
suddenly have access to a rapidly grow-
ing multibillion-dollar global industry.

Export is part of a larger government 
plan to make Israel a world leader in 
medical cannabis. Yuval Landschaft, the 
director of the Israeli Medical Cannabis 
Agency, said well over 700 companies 
have applied for official permission to 
grow, produce, distribute and dispense 
medical cannabis. By the end of the 
year, he said, the agency would give the 
OK to the first new medical marijuana 
farms and factories.

“We are really about to enter the 
medicalization of the Holy Land,” Mr. 
Landschaft said. “The Torah once spread 
out from Israel. Now medical cannabis 
will spread out from Israel.”

After playing a powerful role in 
founding and building Israel, the kib-
butzim slid into social and economic 
crisis during the national financial crisis 
of the 1980s. Many young members de-
camped for the cities. By shifting away 
from their socialist roots — embracing 
differential salaries, members working 
off the kibbutz and non-members work-
ing on it — the kibbutzim, which num-
ber about 250, have largely stabilized. 
Many are looking for new investments.

Elifaz, located in the Arava Desert 
valley in southern Israel, is the only kib-
butz that is already growing medical 
marijuana. It is one of just eight farms 
the government licensed to do so in 

2010 as part of a limited system that 
will be replaced by the new one. (Recre-
ational marijuana use is illegal in Israel, 
though it was recently largely decrimi-
nalized.)

So far, the medical marijuana busi-
ness has not been particularly lucrative 
for Elifaz’s more than 100 members and 
children. The vast majority of its income 

still comes from date and pomelo farm-
ing and tourism. Just last year, the kib-
butz began paying differential salaries to 
its members, a reform most of the once 
rigidly collective communities have 
made.

But Mr. Bdil, 42, who was born on 
Elifaz and returned to raise a family here, 
expects the years of experience to pay off 
when the exporting of medical marijuana 
starts. He said Elifaz also would benefit 
from its close ties with other kibbutzim. 
In the same way the kibbutz produces 
date honey and date liquor as part of a 
kibbutz conglomerate, Bdil said, it would 
one day manufacture cannabis products 
like extracts, creams and oils.

According to Nir Lobel, 37, Elifaz’s 
secretary, the kibbutz voted to get into 
the medical cannabis business in part 
because it seemed like a natural way to 
update the traditional kibbutz ethos — 
and hopefully attract a new generation 
of members.

“We’re pioneers, and this is a new 
journey. We’re farmers, and this is agri-
culture. We care about values, and this is 
a way to help people who are suffering,” 
he said.

However, Hagai Hillman — one of 
Israel’s eight licensed cannabis grow-
ers, who co-owns a marijuana-centered 










Can medical marijuana revive Israel’s kibbutz movement?
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Eilon Bdil overlooking Kibbutz Elifaz, Israel

(Continued on next page)

Temple El Emeth Calendar
Daily Minyans are held every day at 
5:45 p.m. including Saturday afternoon. 
Friday morning Minyan is at 7 a.m and 
Shabbat morning services begin at 9:30 
a.m
Sept. 1
Selichot Service at Temple El Emeth
The evening will begin with Mincha, 
Maariv and Havdallah followed by the 
Selichot service. Refreshments will fol-
low, 8 p.m.
Sept. 4
El Emeth Board of Directors Monthly 
Meeting  
The executive committee meets at 6:30 
p.m. with the board meeting at 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 6 and 7
Liberty Food Pantry Distribution
Set up is Thursday evening, Sept. 6 from 
7 to 8 p.m. and food is distributed Friday
morning, Sept. 7 from 9:30 a.m. until 
12:30 p.m. Please call the El Emeth of-
fice if you can help and we will pass your 
name on to the Church.
Sept. 9
Erev Rosh Hashanah Musical Service 
and Dinner  
An evening service will begin at 6:15 
p.m. featuring guest Cantor Gabriel 
Fleischer. He will be joined by musicians 

Dr. Randy Goldberg, Daniel Shapira and 
Joseph Kromholtz. A catered congrega-
tional dinner will follow at 7 p.m. which 
will include a traditional holiday dinner, 
dessert buffet and appletini bar. Reserva-
tion forms have been sent to members’ 
homes or are available in the Synagogue 
office. Forms with payment are due in 
the office by Sept. 4.
Sept. 15
Shabbat Shuvah Service and Kiddush 
Luncheon  
Services begin at 9:30 a.m. and a Kid-
dush lunch will follow. We will celebrate 
September birthdays. Please call the of-
fice to RSVP for lunch.
Sept. 18
Erev Yom Kippur Dinner at the Syna-
gogue  
Mincha begins at 5:15 p.m. followed by 
the catered dinner at 5:30 p.m. The Kol 
Nidre service will begin at 7 p.m. Reser-
vation forms have been mailed to mem-
bers’ homes or are in the office. Reserva-
tions are due into the office by Sept. 14.
Sept. 19
Break the Fast Dinner 
 It will be held at the close of Yom Kippur 
services. The Shofar will sound at ap-
proximately 8:06 p.m. and a dairy dinner 
will follow. Reservation forms can be 

mailed to the Synagogue by Sept. 14.
Sept. 23
Sukkah Decorating party  
There will be decorations for all ages to 
make and hang in our Sukkah. A pizza 
lunch will also be served. Everyone is 
welcome to attend and children are 
invited to bring their parents and grand-
parents! 10:30 a.m to 12:30 p.m.
Sept. 29
A Sukkot Luncheon
Hosted by Rabbi Schonberger at the 
Synagogue following services. Services 
begin at 9:30 a.m. with lunch following. 
Please call reservations into the office by 
Sept. 27.
Oct. 1
Simchat Torah
Will be celebrated beginning at 6:15 p.m. 
The Torah parade will start at 7 p.m. 
This year we are honoring Phillipe and 
Monique Westreich as Chatan Torah and 
Phillip and Laura Silverman as Chatan 
Beresheit. Klezmer musicians Steven 
Greenman and Walt Mahovlich will 
provide music for the evening and Siste 
hood will sponsor a sweet table and re-
freshments following the service.
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Temple El Emeth recently held their annual indoor/outdoor picnic at the 
Synagogue. Sixty guests enjoyed a picnic dinner of barbecued chicken, hot dogs 
and hamburgers, along with all the “trimmins” prepared by Kravitz’s Inspired 
Catering. Guests had the choice of dining outdoors on the patio or inside the cool air 
conditioning. Danny Shapiro provided entertainment and guests played a game of 
“Name that Tune” following dinner.

Annual Indoor/Outdoor Picnic 
Held at El Emeth

The Friedman family enjoyed the annual indoor/outdoor picnic at Temple El Emeth. From 

left to right are Art Friedman, Temple co-president; Matt Friedman; Ziva Friedman; Liora 

Friedman; Kathy Friedman; and Phyllis Friedman, Temple co-president.

Temple El Emeth will welcome 
Cantor Gabriel Fleischer for the High 
Holidays this year. Hazzan Fleischer is a 
third-generation Hazzan from Buenos 
Aires, Argentina whose style is mainly 
Ashkenazic with a bit of Sephardic 
influence. For ten years, Cantor Fleischer 
was the head of the Bet Asaf Cantorial 
College, which is part of the Marshall 
T. Meyer Latin American Rabbinical 
Institute. The Seminary is an education 
affiliate of the Jewish Theological 
Seminary in New York City.

Temple El Emeth Welcomes Cantor 
Gabriel Fleischer for High Holidays

Temple El Emeth High Holiday Schedule

Jewish Christian Dialogue
Jewish Christian Dialogue, with Rabbi 

Joseph Schonberger and Father George 
Balasko, will be Sept. 5 at Temple El 
Emeth. Refreshments will be served at 
12:30 p.m. and the session will begin at 
1p.m. The topic is “A History of G-d” and 
will include a look at Karen Armstrong’s 
book, An Ecumenical Inquiry. The public 
is invited.
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Jewish Community Relations Council 
of the Youngstown Area Jewish Federa-
tion is inviting students in grades 7-12 
in the Mahoning and Shenango Valleys to 
entire its annual Holocaust writing, art, 
and multi-media contest, a project held 
in conjunction with Yom Hashoah, or 
Holocaust Remembrance Day. To be com-
memorated this academic year on Thurs-
day, May 2, 2019, Yom Hashoah is an in-
ternationally recognized day set aside for 
remembering all victims of the Holocaust 
and for reminding society of what can 
happen to civilized people when bigotry, 
hatred, and indifference reign.

The theme for this year’s contest, 
which for the first time, will include fi-
nancial prizes for the winners, is “Do Not 
Stand Silent: Remembering Kristallnacht,” 
in commemoration of the 80th anniversa-
ry of the events, and as a reminder of the 
moral imperative to always speak out and 
take action against injustice and atroci-
ties.

On November 9-10, 1938, the Na-
zis staged vicious pogroms (state sanc-
tioned, anti-Jewish riots) called Kristall-
nacht against the Jewish community of 
Germany. Initially a cynical reference to 
alleged Jewish wealth (hence the literal 
meaning, “Night of Crystal”), the name 
Kristallnacht (now commonly translated 
as “Night of Broken Glass”) refers to the 
untold numbers of broken windows of 
synagogues, Jewish-owned stores, com-
munity centers, and homes plundered 
and destroyed during the pogroms. For 
over 48 hours, violent mobs—made up 
of Nazi Party officials, Nazi storm troop-

ers, and Hitler Youth dressed in street 
clothes and joined by some civilians— 
rampaged through the streets of German 
cities assaulting Jews and vandalizing 
their property. They destroyed hundreds 
of synagogues, setting many of them on 
fire. Under orders to let the fires burn but 
to prevent the flames from spreading to 
other buildings, firefighters stood by. An-
tisemitic mobs smashed shop windows 
and looted thousands of Jewish-owned 
stores.

They desecrated sacred artifacts 
such as Torah scrolls and ravaged Jew-
ish cemeteries. About 100 innocent Jews 
lost their lives in the violence, and some 
30,000 innocent were arrested and sent 
to concentration camps.

Kristallnacht was a turning point in 
history. The pogroms marked a shift from 
antisemitic rhetoric to violent, aggres-
sive anti-Jewish measures that would 
culminate in the Holocaust—the system-
atic, state-sponsored murder of Jews. The 
violence shocked the world that had been 
hopeful for peace in the aftermath of the 
Munich agreement less than six weeks 
before. As President Franklin D. Roos-
evelt of the United States commented in a 
press conference on November 15, 1938, 
“I myself could scarcely believe that such 
things could occur in a twentieth century 
civilization.”

This year’s contest has three compo-
nents: writing, art and film. The writ-
ing component can be either a narrative 
composition and/or poetry, and should 
be no more than 1,500 words, submitted 
in Microsoft Word, double-spaced. The 

art component should demonstrate orig-
inality and a creative representation of 
the theme, using paint, crayon, pencil, or 
other similar medium on 8.5 x 11 white 
paper. Films should be no more than five 
minutes, demonstrate originality, and a 
creative representation of theme, and 
should be submitted on a flash drive, 
CD, or electronically. All entries, whether 
writing, art or film, must include a title 
page or label containing the following in-
formation: student’s name, grade, home 
address, and telephone number; school 
name, address, and telephone number, 
and teacher’s name.

The deadline is Friday, April 1, 2019. 
Although submissions may be mailed, 
students are strongly encouraged to sub-
mit all entries electronically. Writings, 
art, and film entries may be sent to the 
Jewish Community Relations Council, 
505 Gypsy Lane, Youngstown, OH, 44504, 
or e-mailed to JCRC@jewishyoungstown.
org.

Gift card awards will be presented to 
first ($75), second ($50), and third ($25) 
place winners in various age categories 
of the three contest components at the 
annual Community Yom Hashoah Com-
memoration Ceremony at noon on Thurs-
day, May 2, 2019, at the Mahoning County 
Courthouse in Youngstown. All winners, 
plus additional honorable mention recip-
ients, will also receive Holocaust-themed 
books.

For further information, contact the 
JCRC at (330) 746-3251.

JCRC Announces Annual Student Holocaust Writing, 
Art and Multi-Media Contest

The Bill Vegh Memorial Holocaust 
Projects Fund (formerly the Commu-
nity Holocaust Projects Fund) promotes 
educational and memorial events in the 
Mahoning and Shenanago valleys that 
heighten awareness of the Holocaust and 
its contemporary implications on racism, 
prejudice, and genocide. 

Projects supported by the fund in-
clude teacher training and workshop ses-
sions, innovative primary and secondary 
student educational programs, an ongo-
ing speaker series, programming for sur-

vivors and continuing generations, and 
programming at Youngstown State Uni-
versity and other college campuses.  

Bill Vegh, for whom the fund is named, 
was a survivor and frequent speaker. In 
1943, at age 14, he, his parents and his 
siblings were forcibly taken from their 
native Carpathian mountain town, in 
what was then Czechoslovakia, to Aus-
chwitz.  His mother, sister, and younger 
brothers were immediately extermi-
nated, and his father and older brother 
were separated from him and forced 

into slave labor. Two years, three con-
centration camps, and a “death march” 
later, Vegh survived his ordeal and found 
his way to the United States and then to 
Youngstown. His father and brother also 
miraculously survived, but were stuck 
behind the strengthening post-war Iron 
Curtain and did not see him until some 
20 years following liberation. For many 
years, Vegh remained silent about his or-
deals. After speaking at a teacher’s con-
ference, he was asked to speak directly 
to students. Vegh subsequently spoke to 

hundreds of schools and groups, reach-
ing thousands of students, telling them in 
his own soft-spoken way about his hor-
rific experiences. 

Donations to the fund can be made 
payable to the Youngstown Area Jew-
ish Federation. For more information, 
contact Lisa Long, Financial Resource 
Development Director at llong@jewishy-
oungstown.org or Jewish Community Re-
lations Council Director Bonnie Deutsch 
Burdman at bdburdman@yewishy-
oungstown.org.

Bill Vegh Memorial Holocaust Projects Fund Seeking Contributions

Welcome new and returning students! 
Shana tova! For information about the 
Center for Judaic and Holocaust Studies, 
the Jewish Culture Club, or Jewish life on 
campus, please contact Dr. Jacob Labendz 
at (330) 941-1603 or jlabendz@ysu.edu.

Dr. Jacob Ari Labendz
Director of the Center for Judaic and 

Holocaust Studies, YSU
Calendar
Sept. 20
Sukkah building party with local rab-

bis Every year the Jewish Culture Club 
erects and decorates a large sukkah on 
DeBartolo Plaza (facing the campus). Join 
us for fun, refreshments, and to learn 
more about Jewish life in Youngstown 
and on campus. 3 p.m.

Oct. 3
A matinee screening of The Invis-

ibles (Germany, 2017) will be at the 
Youngstown Cinema, on the 3 rd  floor of 
the Knox Building, 110 W. Federal Street. 
Free for YSU students. All other tickets 
$5. This screening is co-sponsored by 
YSU’s Jewish Culture Club and part of the 
Youngstown Area Jewish Film Festival, 3 
p.m.

 Scholarships
Jewish students, both active and pro-

spective, and students interested in pur-
suing a minor in Jewish studies may qual-
ify for a number of scholarships. Contact 
the YSU Office of Financial Aid and Schol-
arships at 330.941.3505 or ysufinaid@
ysu.edu for more information.

Center for 
Judaic and 
Holocaust 
Studies at YSU

JCRC
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The Jewish Community Relations 
Council recognized Shenango Valley resi-
dent Roger Smith for his generous dona-
tions of the multi-media Holocaust art 
exhibition, “Lest We Forget,” and other 
educational items.

The donated items will become part 
of the Jewish Federation’s collection of 
Holocaust memorabilia and material that 
are used for community programming 
and school presentations, according to 
Jesse McClain, Federation Holocaust edu-
cational specialist.

“We are so excited that, at the start of 
this new school year, we have new, com-
pelling educational resources to share 
with the community. It is a tremendous 
addition to our growing collection,” Mc-
Clain said.

Smith, who is not Jewish, has been a 
community activist, philanthropist, and 
educator his entire life. He earned degrees 
from the school of education and public 
health at Harvard and in social work from 
the University of Pittsburgh. In 2004, he 
served on the executive board of the Hoyt 
Institute of Fine Arts in New Castle. He 
chaired a committee that brought to the 
region an exclusive Schindler’s List ex-
hibit from the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum, as well as other Holo-
caust- inspired art, both national and lo-
cal. Smith knew these works were impor-
tant for continued education, so he per-

sonally purchased many of the materials 
at the conclusion of the exhibit.

Smith collected additional materials, 
and through his work with the Communi-
ty Foundation of Western PA and Eastern 
OH, and with funding from other sourc-
es such as the Hoyt Foundation, Almira 
Foundation, Caroline Knowx Memorial 
Trust Fund, the Lawrence Community 
Foundation, and the First National Bank 
of Pennsylvania, he organized the “Lest 
We Forget” exhibit that was displayed 
in all eight school districts in Lawrence 
County during the 2012/13 academic 
year. This initiative reached more than 
1,200 students

Smith then worked with the Pitts-
burgh Holocaust Center for a Day of Re-
membrance in 2013. Through a personal 
relationship with the nephew of Andy 
Warhol, he was able to have these mate-
rials displayed at the Andy Warhol mu-
seum. In addition, Roger also funded the 
production of a video, “Children of the 
Holocaust,” which premiered at the mu-
seum, along with a short play produced 
at Westminster College.

Roger retained control of the “Lest We 
Forget” exhibit and the other materials.

The Federation has several traveling 
exhibits and documentary films about lo-
cal Holocaust Survivors that are available 
for use, free of charge, at any area school 
or community organization.

JCRC Recognizes Resident for Donation of Educational Items
JCRC   

JCRC recognized Roger Smith for his generous donations at a press conference in August. From 
left to right are Jesse McClain, Federation Holocaust educational specialist and Smith.
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Our goal at mvi HospiceCare is to ensure quality 
of life to those facing life-limiting illness 

Pain & Symptom Management ● Volunteers • Skilled 
Nursing • Social Services • Spiritual Support

Columbiana Regional OfficeYoungstown Regional Office
4891 Belmont Ave              

Youngstown, Ohio  44505     
330-759-9487 • 800-449-4(mvi)

2350 E. State St., Suite H 
 Salem, Ohio 44460 

330-332-1272 • 866-849-4(mvi)

www.mvihomecare.com Mention this ad and receive free 
delivery of your holiday flowers. 
Expires 9/30/2017

Edward’s Florist 
911 Elm Street 

Youngstown, Ohio, 44505
330-744-4387

A Joyous Holiday Season
from Ilona, Mitchell, Zachary & Joshua Cohn

Please order your holiday centerpieces early.

Wishing You a
 New Year of Health, 

Happiness, and Peace
Linda &  Stanley Palumbo

Wishing You a New Year of 
Health, Happiness, and Peace

Andrea Duval & Aaron Duval

Wishing You a New Year 
of  Health, Happiness, and 

Peace
Irina & Mark Perlman

Wishing You a New Year 
of  Health, Happiness, and 

Peace
Alan R. and June D. 

Kretzer

Best Wishes for a Happy and 
Healthy New Year

Jeff  Solomon and Family

Bruce & Suzyn Schwebel 
Epstein

L’ Shana Tova

Audrey &Walter  
Malkin 

Wish Family and Friends  
a Happy New Year

Wishing You a New Year 
of  Health, Happiness, and 

Peace
Geri & Nigel Newman
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The Shofar sounds The 
sun rises. 
The sun sets. The year 
passes. 
As the Shofar sounds, Its 
sound declares.As it is 

declared at Sinai, G-d is One. 
All that we are, All the world is. 
It all derives, From G-d Above.

 
The Shofar sounds, As it sounded on Sinai 
Declaring now, as it declared then, G-d is One. 
A woman wishes. A person declares 
Many are the thoughts in the heart of a hu-
man 
Only the thought of G-d shall persist. 
Sh’ma Yisroel, Hear O Israel

As the Shofar sounds, The background 
“noise” of the universe, 

Rabbi’s Message
Rabbi Mordechai
Children of Israel

As The Year Ends, As the Year 
Begins

Children of Israel Congregation
136th High Holiday Services

5779 Schedule

ROSH HASHANNAH
Sunday, September 9, 2018: Erev Rosh 
HaShannah 5779
6:00 PM: Mincha - Afternoon Service
Hattaras N’Darim Maariv - Evening 
Service
6:45 PM: Seudah - Holiday Meal
7:23 PM: Light candles – no later than 
7:41 PM
Candle Blessing: “ l’hadlik ner shel Yom 
Tov”
Monday, September 10, 2018: Rosh 
HaShannah 5779
9:00 AM: Shacharis - Morning Service
11:20 AM: Rabbi Rindenow’s pre-Shofar 
message, followed by first Shofar sounds
1:20 PM: Last Shofar sounds and 
conclusion of services
1:30 PM: Kiddush and Holiday Meal
7:00 PM: Mincha - Afternoon Service
7:20 PM: Tashlich - Weather permitting 
at Liberty Firehouse
8:22 PM: Maariv - Evening Service
8:35 PM: Light candles – only from 
source that remained lit from before 
Erev Rosh HaShannah
8:45 PM: Kiddush and Seudah Yom Tov - 
Holiday Meal
Tuesday, September 11, 2018: Rosh 
HaShannah 5779

9:00 AM: Shacharis - Morning Service
11:20 AM: Rabbi Rindenow’s pre-Shofar 
message, followed by first Shofar sounds
1:20 PM: Final Shofar sounds and 
conclusion of services
1:30 PM: Kiddush and Holiday Meal
7:15 PM: Mincha - Afternoon Service
7:40 PM: Rabbi Rindenow’s Class: 
“Personal, Spiritual Renewal in the New 
Jewish Year
8:28 PM: Conclusion of Rosh HaShannah
Recite “Baruch HaMavdil Bain Kodesh 
L’Chol” for the full Havdallah (on
wine or grape juice, no candle or spices) 
before driving or performing other non-
Yom Tov activities
8:40 PM: Maariv - Evening Service, 
immediately followed by Havdallah, 
officially concluding Rosh HaShannah
Wednesday, September 12, 2018: The 
Fast of Gedaliah
5:48 AM: Start Fast
8:17 PM: Conclusion of Fast
8:26 PM: Conclusion - if able
Friday, September 14, 2018:
Erev Shabbos Shuvah, “The Sabbath of 
Return” (To G-d)
7:15 PM: Candle Lighting
Saturday, September 15, 2018: 
Shabbat
9:30 AM: Morning Services
8:21 PM: Havdallah/Conclusion of 
Shabbat

The Shofar sounds as it sounded at creation. 
And as it shall sound again at the final reck-
oning, at the end of days. 
We will recognize then as we can recognize 
now, 
That only the thought of G-d remains.

How fortunate we are to belong to 
a people who recognize that only G-d’s 
hand traces the arc and ultimately the 
trajectory of our narrative.

Come and join Children of Israel, as 
we continue to gather annually, and hear 
the Shofar sounds.

You will be richly rewarded by your 
experience for doing so. We will try our 
best to inspire you through the sounds of 
the Shofar and the words of our services 
and messages.

Wherever you spend Rosh Hashanah, 
may you and your loved ones be blessed 
with a joyous and healthy new Jewish 
year of 5779!  
 
With much love to all,
Rabbi Mordechai and Mindy Rindenow

  Children of Israel

BLUE RIBBON
Professional Dry Cleaners & Shirt Laundry

4431 Loganway Plaza
330 759-1083

8212 East Market, Howland Plaza
330 856-4341

2010 North Road Warren
330 652-WASH

3433 Belmont Avenue
330 759-9618

Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy Passover

8063 Market Street

Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy New Year!

Happy New Year!
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· Children of Israel Congregation 
Congregation B'nai Yisroel 

May you have a Happy and Healthy New Year! 

Greetings from 

The Board of Directors
Alvin Weisberg, President 

The entire Kravitz staff 
joins in wishing you a 

Happy New Year
  See us for all your 

Holiday needs! 3135 Belmont Avenue 
Liberty Township 

330.759.7889 

Poland' Library 
330.757.2330 

(JTA) — Yis-
rael Kristal, 
a Holocaust 
survivor 
from Haifa 
who was 
recognized 
by Guinness 
World Re-
cords as the 
oldest man in 

the world, has died, a month before 
his 114th birthday.

Haaretz reported that Kristal died 
Friday, Aug. 11.

Born on Sept. 15, 1903, in the 
town of Zarnow, Poland, Kristal 
moved to Lodz in 1920 to work in 
his family’s candy business. He con-
tinued operating the business after 

the Nazis forced the city’s Jews into 
a ghetto, where Kristal’s two children 
died. In 1944, he was deported to 
Auschwitz, where his wife, whom he 
had married at 25, was killed.

In 1950, he moved to Haifa with 
his second wife and their son, work-
ing again as a confectioner. In addi-
tion to his son and daughter, Kristal 
has numerous grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

Guiness recognized him as the 
world’s oldest living man in 2016. 
When asked at the time what his se-
cret was to long life, Kristal said: “I 
don’t know the secret for long life. I 
believe that everything is determined 
from above and we shall never know 
the reasons why. There have been 
smarter, stronger and better-looking 

World’s oldest man, a Holocaust survivor in Israel, dies at 113

LAS VEGAS – Joel Lackey 70, 
passed away peacefully at his home 
in Las Vegas.

Joel was a native of Youngstown 
and the son of Martin and Ella Lack-
ey, who are both deceased.

He is survived by his wife, Julie; 
daughter Heather (James) Seidel of 
Boulder, Colo.; stepchildren Damon 
(Kim) Podolny of Rohnert Park, Ca-
lif., and Ashley Schwartz of Santa 
Rosa, Calif.; grandson Evan Breese 
of Boulder; step-granddaughters 
Makenzie and Bailey Schwartz of 
Santa Rosa; sister Linda (Jay) Miller 
of Cleveland; and nieces Arin (Jo-
seph Tait) Miller-Tait and Carrie 
Miller (Steven Rys) of Cleveland.

He was predeceased by his broth-
er, David.

He is also survived by aunts, un-
cles and many cousins.

Joel cherished and maintained 
many lifelong friendships that start-
ed in his youth at West Boulevard 
Elementary School in Boardman. 
Joel graduated from Boardman High 
School and later The Ohio State Uni-
versity, where he played guitar pro-
fessionally for several years. He re-
ceived his pilot’s license at that time, 
and did some skydiving, but his pas-
sion for motorcycles and guitars last-
ed all his life.

Joel got involved in the jewelry 
business after graduating from col-
lege in 1970, where he began cutting 
rough opals, he then apprenticed at 
the Diamond Dealers Club in New 
York. From there he went to Miami. 
to join Balogh Jewelers, where he was 
exposed to sales and the appraisal 
business. In 1978, he co-founded 
Kravit Estate Jewelry and was in-
cluded in the very first issue of Who’s 
Who in the Jewelry Business, pub-
lished by JCK magazine. He studied 
at GIA in California and attained his 
graduate Gemologist status.

Joel worked in the jewelry indus-
try in California for many years and 
eventually moved to Las Vegas, estab-
lishing a branch of the Jewelry Judge, 
a network of independent certified 
jewelry appraisers. He also hosted a 
weekly radio show based around jew-
elry information helpful to the con-
sumer. He served as president of the 
Las Vegas chapter of the GIA Alumni 
Association and was a member of the 
National Association of Jewelry Ap-
praisers.

As Joel would say, he had a won-
derful life.

In lieu of flowers, donations to 
pancan.org would be greatly appreci-
ated.

Joel Lackey

COITSVILLE – Funeral services 
will be held at 1 p.m. on Friday at 
the Fox Funeral Home in Boardman 
for Fern B. Sacolick, 60, who passed 
away peacefully on Monday.

Fern was born March 27, 1957, a 
daughter of Eugene and Esther Da-
vidson Sacolick.

She was a 1975 graduate of Board-
man High School.

Fern was a member of Ohev 
Tzedek-Shaareri Torah Congrega-
tion. She had a great love for animals 
and enjoyed watching the Pittsburgh 
Steelers and NASCAR.

Besides her mother of Boardman, 

Fern leaves to cherish her memory, 
her sister, Shari M. Sacolick; brother 
Dr. Alan (Ruth) Sacolick of Columbus; 
nephew David; and niece Madison.

There are no calling hours.
Interment will take place at Ohev 

Tzedek Cemetery.
Memorial tributes can be made 

in Fern’s memory to Animal Char-
ity Humane Society, 4140 Market St., 
Boardman, OH 44512.

Arrangements were made by the 
Fox Funeral Home in Boardman.

Family and friends may visit www.
foxfuneralhome.org to view this obit-
uary and to send condolences.

Fern Sacolick

men than me who are no longer alive. 
All that is left for us to do is to keep 
on working as hard as we can and re-
build what is lost.”

Last year, when he turned 113, 

about 100 family members celebrat-
ed his bar mitzvah, a century after 
he missed it due to the upheavals of 
World War I.

(Courtesy of family)

Yisrael Kristal

In Memoriam

Kravitz Garden Cafe
Fellows Riverside Garden
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800.229.1099  |  cohencpa.com

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
NEIL KABACK, cpa 
Partner
330.480.4644

Siegal Lifelong Learning Program

‘Tribe talk: New Jewish Conversations’ begins  
with discussion on the Kotel controversy

Case Western Reserve University’s 
Siegal Lifelong Learning Program an-
nounces its fall lineup for the second 
annual “Tribe Talk: New Jewish Con-
versations.”

The monthly talk-show-style pro-
gram is an innovative, informative, and 
engaging conversation on trending news 
from the Jewish world. This year’s series 
begins with featured guest Ruchi Koval, 
co-founder and associate director of the 
Jewish Family Experience, who will join 
hosts Brian Amkraut, executive direc-
tor of the Siegal Lifelong Learning Pro-
gram, and Alanna Cooper, director of 
Jewish Lifelong Learning.

Among other compelling topics, Ms. 
Koval, Mr. Amkraut and Ms. Cooper 
will discuss and analyze the ongoing 
controversy surrounding prayer at the 
Kotel in Jerusalem.

The program will be held at Siegal 
Lifelong Learning’s facility in the Land-
mark Centre, 25700 Science Park Dr., 
Suite 100, Beachwood, on Monday, 
Sept. 18 at 7 p.m. Refreshments will be 
served.

The Kotel controversy came to a 
head in June, when the Israeli govern-
ment reneged on its commitment to 
create an official egalitarian prayer sec-
tion at the Western Wall. Some have 
criticized this move as a vote against 
women, as further alienating American 
Jews from Israel and as deepening the 
rift between Orthodox and other Jew-

ish movements.
“There are accusations and resent-

ment on both sides about the roles of 
women in prayer,” Koval said. “I appre-
ciate the opportunity to discuss these 
ideas in a measured and respectful way.”

Amkraut said the topic is especially 
timely and carries broad significance.

“The unprecedented response from 
American Jewish leaders, including po-
tentially withholding funding, demon-
strates the emotional impact the deci-
sions of Israeli politicians can have on 
Jews living thousands of miles away,” he 
said.

Cooper added, “The news is unfold-
ing at a rapid pace. By the time mid-
September rolls around, the Kotel con-
troversy may fade into the background 
a bit as other issues heat up. Tribe Talk is 
nimble. Our goal is to address the press-
ing topics of the day. Audience members 
can expect a timely conversation when-
ever they join us.”

Other Tribe Talk guests this fall in-
clude Dan Moulthrop, CEO of the City 
Club of Cleveland, and Kevin Adelstein, 

president, publisher and CEO of Cleve-
land Jewish Publication Co./Cleveland 
Jewish News.

Tribe Talk: New Jewish Conversa-
tions is free and open to the community. 
Advance registration is recommended. 
For information, visit www.case.edu/
lifelonglearning/tribe-talk or call 216 
368 2091.

Tribe Talk is a program of Case 
Western Reserve University’s Siegal 
Lifelong Learning Program, in partner-
ship with the Cleveland Jewish News and 
the Cleveland Jewish News Foundation. 

Siegal Lifelong Learning offers inno-
vative and engaging programming for 
adults of all ages to pursue their love of 
learning. 

Classes, workshops and lectures pro-
vide opportunities for participants to 
interact with internationally renowned 
scholars who share their cutting-edge 
research, and to engage in lively conver-
sation about current topics of interest. 
For more information, visit http://case.
edu/lifelonglearning/ or call 216 368-
2090.

(JTA) — More than five centuries af-
ter King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella 
expelled the Jews of Spain, the language 
of the exiles is to be formally honored by 
the country’s leading linguistic author-
ity.

Spain’s leading linguistic authority 
will create an academy in Israel dedi-
cated to the study and preservation of 
the Ladino language. The institution 
will be the 24th branch of the Spanish 
Royal Academy, the Guardian reported 
last week.

Dario Villanueva, director of the 
Spanish Royal Academy, said Ladino is 
“an extraordinarily important cultural 
and historical phenomenon” that de-
served its own academy.

Nine Ladino specialists have been 
appointed to help start the institution’s 
work. The academy’s 23 other branches 
specialize in other Spanish dialects and 
are located across Latin America and 
other countries, such as the Philippines.

Ladino, sometimes referred to as Ju-
deo-Spanish, is an endangered species 
in the language world. Some estimates 
say fewer than 100,000 people currently 
know how to speak it.

“The idea isn’t to absorb Ladino into 
modern Spanish, it’s the opposite: to 
preserve it,” Villanueva said.

Spain to create 
Ladino academy 
in Israel to help 
preserve the  
language

Education
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 Federation  
Church Food Pantry Provides for Local Families

Alon Ben-Gurion, Grandson of David Ben-Gurion, Visits Youngstown

The Church Hill United Methodist 
(CHUM) food pantry will celebrate two 
years of serving the Liberty community 
this month.   

According to statistics compiled by 
the Food Research & Action Center, a 
nonprofit working to eradicate poverty-
related hunger and undernutrition in the 
United States, the Youngstown-Warren 
metropolitan area has the second highest 
rate of food insecurity in the nation and 
the highest in the state of Ohio. The re-
port says 22 percent of area households 
suffer food hardship, a number that in-
creases to 34 percent when measuring 
only households with children.   

The Youngstown Jewish Community 
Relations Council social action commit-
tee and the Thomases Family Endow-
ment actively support the CHUM project 

that is helping combat the problem.
The pantry is open the first Fri-

day morning of every month. It serves an 
average of 60 families monthly at its Bel-
mont Avenue location. A large meeting 
hall is transformed into a grocery store- 
like setting and volunteers help clients 
make choices from vegetables, fruits, 
canned goods, pastas and pastries.

Church volunteers are joined by stu-
dents from Liberty and Girard schools, 
area business and community leaders, 
and members of the Jewish community 
from the Jewish Community Center and 
El Emeth, Ohev Tzedek, and Congrega-
tion Rodef Sholom synagogues. 

Staffed by volunteers, the pantry is 
funded through monetary donations and 
grants. The Thomases Family Endow-
ment is a sponsor.

Front Row:  Left to right are Marilyn Sniderman and Jeannie Peskin
Back Row: Left to right are Yetta Gluck, Nancy Burnett, Lisa Levy, Gerald Peskin, Bett Clebone, 
Arnie Clebone.  Missing from picture is Stan Palumbo.

JCRC Social Action Committee and Thomases Family Endowment Support the Project
By Nancy Burnett

By Elise Skolnick

Alon Ben-Gurion, the grandson of Is-
rael’s first prime minister, David Ben-Gu-
rion, shared photos and stories about his 
grandfather with staff and major donors 
during a recent visit.

Some of the photos were of David in 
action as prime minister, but many were 
family photos.

Alon discussed the day David Ben-Gu-
rion declared the State of Israel (it would 
take five hours to tell the whole history, 
he said), but also shared what David was 
like beyond being a politician.

In one photo, where Alon was a child, 
he described himself as a “fly on the wall.”

Another photo showed David, his wife 
Paula, and two of their children, includ-
ing Alon’s father, in pajamas in their 
garden. Noting that most world leaders 
wouldn’t be photographed that way, Alon 
said David was different.

“He was like us,” Alon said. “The fact 
that he was who he was means nothing. 
This is who he was. He was the man of 
the people.”

He described David as a father who 
was never home.

“He didn’t have time,” Alon noted. “He 
was building a country.”

He was an interesting grandfather, 

though he wasn’t one who got down on 
the carpet and played with toys with his 
grandchildren, Alon said.

“He loved books,” he said. “I’ve never 
seen anyone come close to reading as 
much as him.”

David felt books should be read in 

the language they were written, so he 
learned the language of books he wanted 
to read, such as ancient Spanish to read 
Don Quixote.

Alon recalled a birthday where David 
sent him a case of books. Sometime later, 
he asked Alon about them.

“Then the most fascinating thing hap-
pened,” Alon said.

For half an hour, concentrating on 
Alon, he gave an incredible lecture on a 
topic covered in one of the books.

“This is Grandfather Ben-Gurion,” Alon 
said.

Alon was born in Israel in 1951 and 
grew up in Tel Aviv and Haifa, where he 
participated in the youth movement. At 
the age of 18, he joined the IDF and be-
came a paratrooper. Alon was severely 
wounded in the Yom Kippur War and 
spent the next several months hospital-
ized, and then in rehabilitation. After a 
long recovery, Alon attended Tel Aviv 
University, receiving a bachelor’s degree. 
He then earned a master’s degree from 
Cornell University in hospitality manage-
ment. Alon travels on behalf of various 
organizations, speaking about the legacy 
of his grandfather. Alon is also involved 
with organizations such as the Friends 
of the Disabled Veterans of the IDF and 
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev. He is 
married to Anastasia, a fashion designer 
and associate professor at the Fashion In-
stitute of Technology. He has two daugh-
ters, Alexandra and Daphne.

Alon Ben-Gurion, the grandson of David Ben-Gurion, discussed his grandfather’s life with staff 
and major donors. Here he shows a copy of the Israel Declaration of Independence.
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Global Day of Jewish Learning: 
Uniting Jewish Communities 
Worldwide

Israeli Women Visiting Youngstown 
to Share Their Experiences

By Nancy Burnett

By Nancy Burnett

“Torah is the shared inheritance of all 
the Jewish people.” Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz

An annual project of the Aleph Soci-
ety and Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz, the Global 
Day of Jewish Learning is a day set aside 
to unite Jewish communities worldwide 
through study of shared Jewish texts. This 
year, it is Nov. 11.

Its stated goals are:
To empower people to claim our in 

      heritance
To spark a love of Jewish learning
To join communities with hundreds  

      worldwide
To build community locally with di- 

      verse groups
This year’s theme is “Extraordinary 

Passages: Texts and Travels” and explores 
the question of what are the journeys 
that matter most to us - spiritual, physi-
cal, collective, and individual. Topics ex-

The first week of November, 
Youngstown will host a delegation of 
young women from the Western Galilee 
area of Israel.

Women Leading a Dialogue is a con-
sortium of Arab, Jewish, Christian, and 
Druze women meeting monthly to find 
mutual ground and strengthen the bond 
between Arab and Jewish communities 
living side by side in Israel.

They will share their experiences of 

plored will include Generations, Journey 
to the Unknown, Names, and Wandering 
People.

Jewish knowledge and study is an es-
sential step toward fostering Jewish iden-
tity toward internalizing our heritage. 
By participation in one universal day of 
study with hundreds of communities 
around the world, a solitary endeavor be-
comes open to all; we become immersed 
in a common cause of shared experiences 
and values - repairing the lines of com-
munication often fractured by language 
barriers and cultural ideology.

Partnership2Gether will participate 
in a web seminar to mark this event. For 
more information, visit the Global Day of 
Jewish Learning website - theglobalday.
org. More information about local ob-
servance will be in next month’s Jewish 
Journal.
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New Year's Greetings 
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Curious George’s creators saved the beloved monkey from the Nazis
By Gabe Friedman

(JTA) —  Curious George — that 
curious little monkey — is beloved by 
millions of readers around the world. 
His adventures with the Man With the 
Yellow Hat impart important life lessons 
amidst silliness and mayhem.

But many people probably don’t 
know that the children’s book charac-
ter was actually born during very dark 
times. His two Jewish creators, Margret 
and H.A. Rey, fled the Nazis in 1940 — 
on homemade bicycles, no less — carry-
ing their unpublished manuscripts with 
them.

The story of the couple’s daring es-
cape is told in the documentary “Mon-
key Business: The Story of Curious 
George’s Creators,” which premiered 
online and on on-demand platforms on 
Tuesday, Aug. 15. 

At the same time, in a coincidence 
of timing, the 2005 children’s book The 
Journey That Saved Curious George, will 
be mailed to 8- to 11-year-olds across 

the country this month through the PJ 
Library, a non-profit that champions 
Jewish-themed children’s books.

No matter what the format, the story 
of Curious George’s creators is a fasci-
nating one.

Hans Augusto Rey (née Reyersbach) 
and Margret Waldstein first met in Ham-
burg in the 1920s. The then Ms. Wald-
stein, who had studied art at the influ-
ential Bauhaus school and whose father 
was a member of the German parlia-
ment, left Germany for Brazil in 1935 to 
escape the rising tide of anti-Semitism. 
Hans Rey had been working in Rio de 
Janeiro as a bathtub salesman. The pair, 
who had met over a decade before in 
Germany, married that year and moved 
to Paris.

Mr. Rey worked as a cartoon illustra-
tor for a newspaper, and Mrs. Rey wrote 
copy. A French publisher was impressed 
with some of his animal drawings and 
suggested they work on a children’s book. 
Their first work was Raphael and the 
Nine Monkeys, and one of those mon-

keys would later become George.
By June 1940, the situation in Paris 

looked grim as Hitler’s troops began to 
close in. Millions of people flocked to 

trains heading to the south of the coun-
try, and the Reys could not get a ticket.

Photo/Ullstein bild via Getty Images)

Margret and H. A. Rey in Hamburg, Germany, May, 1973. 

(Continued on next page)

breaking down barriers and stereotypes 
and their goal of celebrating diversity 
and developing strong bonds of friend-
ship between communities. As they 
speak of the challenges faced by women 
of different cultures, they invite our com-
munity to share in their dialogue.

For more information, contact Sarah 
Wilschek at 330-746-3250 ext. 123 or

SWilschek@jewishyoungstown.org.
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New York, NY/Washington, August 
18, 2017 – The U.S. Conference of May-
ors (USCM) and The Anti-Defamation 
League today announced a new joint 
plan to fight extremism and bigotry and 
promote justice and equality in response 
to the disturbing hate and violence seen 
in Charlottesville, Va. More than 200 
mayors from across the country repre-
senting USCM so far have pledged to 
implement the plan.

Signatories included Youngstown 
Mayor John A. McNally, and other Ohio 
mayors John Cranley, Cincinnati; Frank 
G. Jackson, Cleveland, Andrew Ginther, 
Columbus; Nan Whaley, Dayton; Lydia 
L. Mihalik, Findlay; David J. Berger, 
Lima; Paula Hicks-Hudson, Toledo; 
Kathy Cocuzzi, Westerville.

USCM partnered with ADL to develop 
the 10-point Mayors’ Compact to Combat 
Hate, Extremism and Bigotry. This is part 
of the Alliance Against Hate, a new ADL 
initiative that will work with the public 
and private sectors to reject hate. 

Under the Compact, mayors commit 
to vigorously speak out against all acts 

of hate; punish bias-motivated violence 
to the fullest extent of the law; encour-
age more anti-bias and anti-hate educa-
tion in schools and police forces, using 
ADL experts and resources for both; 
encourage community activities that 
celebrate their population’s cultural and 
ethnic diversity; and ensure civil rights 
laws are aggressively enforced and hate 
crimes laws are as strong as possible.

“Terrorism by white supremacists, 
like what took place in Charlottesville, is 
a clear and present danger to America’s 
cities,” said Austin Mayor Steve Adler. 
“Mayors are eager to join with the Anti-
Defamation League to fight hate, and 
I’m honored that Mayor Landrieu asked 
me to help lead a coordinated campaign 
across this country to promote the May-
ors’ Compact to Combat Hate, Extrem-
ism and Bigotry. Only the Statute of 
Liberty should be carrying a torch these 
days, and her message of respect must 
echo in America’s cities where this battle 
is being fought.”

“Charlottesville made clear that 

we have a lot more work to do in our 
communities and we can’t wait a min-
ute longer to step up our efforts,” said 
Jonathan Greenblatt, ADL CEO and 
National Director. “The U.S. Conference 
of Mayors deserves credit for their lead-
ership. Mayors have always been strong 
supporters of civil rights and counter-
weights to those who discriminate. ADL 
could not have found a better partner to 
work with against hate.” 

“What happened in Charlottesville 
last weekend reminds us all that violent 
hate and racism are very much alive in 
America in 2017,” said Tom Cochran, 
CEO and executive director of the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors. 

“For decades, America’s mayors have 
taken a strong position in support of 
civil rights and in opposition to racism 
and discrimination of all kinds. 

The Compact released today builds 
off our Leadership for America: Mayors’ 
Agenda for the Future, adopted by the 
United States Conference of Mayors and 
released by New Orleans Mayor Mitch 
Landrieu, president of the USCM at our 
June 85th annual conference of mayors 
in Miami Beach.” 

“As mayors, we are the voice of our 
cities. It’s important for us to have a 
united voice in denouncing the hate 
that has been plaguing our nation,” said 
Columbia Mayor and USCM Vice Pres-
ident Steve Benjamin. “We often forget 
that our country, the UNITED States of 
America, is a nation of immigrants past 
and present. Our founding fathers cre-
ated America based off of an ideal – that 
one nation, under God, would be indi-
visible with liberty and justice for all. An 
America that is the greatest democratic 

nation in the history of the world. We 
MUST remember that in this America, 
there is no room for hate. There is no 
room for injustice. There is no room for 
fear induced by divisiveness.”

“When white supremacists, bigots, 
and hateful extremists march in our 
streets with torches and swastikas, in-
flicting violence and spewing ignorant 
rhetoric, our core national values are 
under attack,” said Gresham Mayor 
Shane Bemis. “America’s mayors know 
first-hand how important it is for all 
of our neighbors to be included in our 
communities, and we stand together in 
our outrage over the recent events in 
Charlottesville, and anywhere this type 
of behavior occurs.”

“Even as we uphold and ensure 
free speech in our cities, as mayors we 
can never let hate go unchecked,” says 
Anaheim Mayor Tom Tait. “We must 
call out racial extremism for what is — 
provocation to divide and incite. Like 
cities across the nation, Anaheim draws 
strength in diversity and a culture of 
kindness. We are with all who peace-
fully stand against hate and intolerance.”

“The recent violent acts in Charlot-
tesville create a strong awareness that 
while we have made great strides to 
combat bigotry and hatred, we must 
note these topics as priority on our 
agendas,” said Gary Mayor Karen Free-
man-Wilson. “We must remain vigilant 
in our own neighborhoods and cities 
to ensure these acts receive no air time, 
both figuratively and literally. Our job is 
not only to condemn those sentiments 
that fly in the face of our democracy, it 
is to promote tolerance and love of all 
people and freedom and justice for all.” 

Best Wishes 
for a Happy 
New Year 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND ADVISORS 
292 Madison Avenue 

Youngstown, OH 44504 
330. 744.4336

., .. i�IC 
ha�n 

7135 TIFFANY BLVD.• BOARDMAN 

Freshly Baked 
Challah 

Every Friday 
FORYOURCONVE�ENCE 

TUES.· SUN. 6:30 A.M. • 7:00 P.M. 
SUN. 6:30 A.M. • 5:00 P.M. 330.726.1729

American mayors’ group, ADL announce agreement to combat hate
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Darlene Muller Thanked for Many 
Years of Service to the Federation
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Supportive Services for Older Adults and/
or their Loved Ones: 

Provide support as families make decisions 
Exploring care options 
Kosher Meals on Wheels 
Guardianship/Case Management 

Personal Counseling Services: 
Anxiety & Depression 
Loss & Grief 
Marital & Family Relationships 
  ... and much more

517 Gypsy Lane· Youngstown, OH 44504 
(330) 746-7929

jfs@jfsyoungstown.org 

Licensed Counselors and Social Workers 
providing confidential services to people of 
all races and religions. 

Jewish Family ServicesJFS

By Ron Kampeas

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. (JTA) 
— Michael Signer, the Jewish mayor of 
Charlottesville, has one thing in com-
mon with the white supremacists who 
descended on his southern Virginia city 
over the weekend: He also opposed the 
removal of a statue of Confederate Gen. 
Robert E. Lee.

Of course, Signer’s reasons for pre-
serving the statue would have appalled 
the supremacists: He agreed with local 
African-American activists who had 
argued that preserving the statue was a 
means of teaching Virginians about the 
horrors of a “dishonorable” cause, the 
Confederacy.

Mayor Signer was on the losing side 
of a 3-2 City Council decision, and the 
statue is now slated for removal. But his 
thoughtful approach, more typical of 
an academic than a politician, has also 
been evident in his counsel during the 
rash of protests that have plagued this 
city: “Don’t take the bait,” he has said.

In giving that advice, Mr. Signer has 
noted that for the first time in his life, 
he has been the target of intense baiting 
as a Jew.

“I can’t see the world through a black 
person’s eyes,” he said at a June 13 ad-
dress at an African-American church, 
where he urged constituents not to give 
in to the impulse to counter hatred with 
hatred.

“I can see it through a Jewish person’s 
eyes; the KKK hates Jews just as much 

as they hate black people. The stuff with 
this group online about Jews is unbe-
lievable, bloodcurdling. The stuff I’ve 
gotten on my phone at my house, you’d 
think it was done a hundred years ago.”

Atty. Signer, 44, a practicing lawyer 
in Charlottesville, also lectures on poli-
tics and leadership at the University of 
Virginia, his law school alma mater. His 
wife, Emily Blout, is an Iran scholar at the 
same university, which is located here.

An Arlington native, Mayor Signer 
is the child of journalists, but in his au-
thor’s autobiography sounds like many 
other younger liberal Jews who note 

with pride their grandparents’ working 
class and intellectual roots:

“My grandfather was a Jeep mechan-
ic for the Army on the European front 
in World War II and lifetime member 
of the proofreaders’ union at the New 
York Times; he lost part of a finger in 
an industrial accident as a young man,” 
he wrote. “My grandmother organized 
seamstresses on her factory floor in 
New York City and later worked as a 
secretary to Hannah Arendt at the New 
School.”

In a January speech declaring Char-
lottesville “a capital of the resistance,” 
Mayor Signer described his grandfather 
as a “Jewish kid raised in the Bronx” 
who was “part of the forces that liberat-
ed the world from Nazism and fascism, 
that laid the groundwork for NATO and 
the Marshall Plan, and for a country that 
lived up to the promises of the Statue of 
Liberty. …

“If he were alive right now, I don’t 
think I could look him in the face and 
say Grandpa, I didn’t fight for the values 
you fought for.”

Before becoming mayor, Atty. Signer 
was known both for his activism in the 
senior reaches of the Democratic Party 
— he was national security adviser for 
John Edwards’ 2008 primary campaign 
— as well as his expertise on a subject 
that has received much attention re-
cently, demagoguery. His 2009 book, 
“Demagogue: The Fight to Save Democ-
racy from its Worst Enemies,” was well 
received.

The book examines successful dema-
gogues left and right: Sen. Joe McCar-
thy, the 1950s anti-communist firebrand 
who plagued the American discourse, 
and Hugo Chavez, the late Venezuelan 
strongman and leftist, both come under 
scrutiny. In December  2015, before the 
presidential primaries, Signer predicted 
that Donald Trump could become a 
“singular menace to our Republic.”

Paraphrasing James Fenimore Coo-
per, Atty. Signer wrote then that Trump 
met all four criteria of an American 
demagogue: “they posture as men of the 
common people; they trigger waves of 
powerful emotion; they manipulate this 
emotion for political benefit; and they 
threaten or break established principles 
of governance.”

Without saying “I told you so” out-
right, this weekend he squarely blamed 
Trump for stoking the populist white 
nationalist fervor that culminated in the 
violence that took the life of one coun-
terprotester, injured dozens of others 
and led to the death of two state troopers 
in a helicopter crash. The rally included 
Nazi flags, chants of “Jews will not re-
place us,” and shouts of “Jew” every time 
a speaker mentioned Signer’s name.

“Look at the campaign he ran,” the 
mayor said on CNN.

Mayor Signer elaborated on NBC’s 
“Meet the Press,” saying of Trump, “I 
think they made a choice in that cam-
paign, a very regrettable one, to really go 
to people’s prejudices, to go to the gut-
ter.”

Charlottesville’s Jewish mayor is an expert  
on demagogues, and now on anti-Semitism

Photo/Screenshot from YouTube

Michael Signer speaking to “Meet the Press,” 
Aug. 14, 2017. 
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Best Wishes for a 
Happy and Healthy 

Passover

Sunday, April 2, 2017 I 9:00am - 2:00pm 
Friday, May 19, 2017 I 9:00am - 2:00pm 
Help theJCC prepare the Logan Cainpus for a fun-filled SWDDler! 

Days of service will include 

PAINTING, PREPPING THE POOL DECK, AND BEAUTIFYING THE SPACE. 
Free babysitting will be provided at theJCC's main campus with registration. 

Every volunteer will receive a free day pass to the 
Jewish CoDllllunity Center Logan Cainpus. 

For questions or to RSVP, contact Sarah Wilschek 
(330) 746-3250 x123 or SarahWilschek@JewishYoungstown.org

!J www.jccyoungstown.org

More value for members as JCC 
expands mission and facilities

A clock in the lobby of the 
Youngstown Jewish Community Cen-
ter is counting down the time until the 
JCC Logan Campus — the former Lo-
gan Tennis and Swim Club — opens its 
doors and outdoor pool during Memo-
rial Day Weekend 

The grand opening party may well be 
the most visible evidence of a new JCC 
initiative which will expand both the 
services and the approach of the center.

It’s called דַחַיְּב Beyachad, a one-word 
explanation for the new directions the 
Youngstown Jewish Community Center 
is taken to meet the needs of its current 
members and the entire community.

JCC Director Michael Rawl says that 
Beyachad means “coming together.” So  
the Beyachad Youth and Family Initia-
tive which he initiated stresses more of a 
focus on families.

He said, “We realized that while our 
programming served adults well, we 
needed to offer more to children and 
their families.”

As a result, the annual JCC member-
ship for families has been reduced by 
$200, and joining the Center is only $55.

Because many older adults are re-
sponsible for the care of their grandchil-
dren, the elders can now buy a grand-
child membership as part of their own 
fees. Other types of memberships are 
also available.

Performing arts after-school pro-
grams have been added through the 
JCC schools of dance and music.

One of the racquetball courts at the 
JCC’s main campus on Gypsy Lane was 
repurposed and remodeled as a dance 
studio with ballet, tap, and jazz classes 

as well as ninja training.
Through the School of Music, stu-

dents can learn guitar, violin, piano, and 
percussion.

Mr. Rawl said that the Center has 
also been renovating the  whole infant 
toddler wing — classrooms one at a 
time, then the bathrooms and then the 
hallway. “We expect those projects to 
be finished before the summer.” In ad-
dition, a youth multi-purpose room is 
being created in the lower level.

“Another aspect of the Beyachad 
initiative involves reaching out to com-
munity groups that we can partner 
with,” said Mr. Rawl. Part of that plan, 
SwimSafe 500 funded by the Thomases 
Family Foundation and the United Way 
will be serving 650 children for six free 
swim lessons.

The Logan Campus swimming pool 
will also facilitate swimming lessons 
and the JCC Swim Team. The Liberty 
property includes changing rooms and 
showers, tennis, outdoor basketball, 
bocce, shuffleboard, a concession stand 
and a baby swimming pool, volleyball, 
tetherball, two picnic pavilions, and 
more.  JCC Members can enjoy outdoor 
family fun nights with movies, s’mores, 
karaoke, card nights, and a host of other 
summertime events. 

The Logan Swim Club began oper-
ating in the 1960s, Mr. Rawl said, but 
more recently, it was unable to invest in 
improvements and maintenance. Now, 
the pool can be repainted as well as up-
grades to other parts of the facility.

Contact the Membership Office at 330 
746-3250 x 153 for more information.

Happy 
New Year!

 Federation  

A retirement party was held in August for Darlene Muller, who retired after many 
years with the Youngstown Area Jewish Federation and its agencies. From teaching 
preschool to senior outreach, Darlene Muller touched many lives through her work 
at the Federation. Many people attended the party to wish her well. Pictured, from 
left to right, are Andy Lipkin, Federation executive vice-president; Ken Bielecki, direc-
tor of Jewish Family Services; Jennifer McNeil, Jewish Community Center membership 
marketing director; Muller; and Marc Rubin, president of the human services board.

Long Time Volunteers Chair 
Inaugural Event

Though Gerry and Jeannie Peskin have 
been involved with the Youngstown Area 
Jewish Federation and its agencies for 
decades, they prefer to work behind the 
scenes rather than being front and center.

But when asked to chair the 2018 In-
augural Event of the Combined Jewish 
Appeal they agreed because they feel it’s 
an important event.

“We see a need for everything the Fed-
eration does,” Jeannie said.

The Inaugural Event, the formal kick-
off to the campaign, is a good opportunity 
to educate people about what the Fed-
eration does overseas and locally, show-
ing why the funds raised are important, 
Gerry added.

The event will be Sept. 13 at the DeYor 
Performing Arts Center. It begins at 5 p.m. 
with a VIP meet and greet with Joshua 
Malina ($1,000 family minimum pledge 
to attend). A community dinner and des-
sert is at 5:30 p.m. ($45 per person). 
Joshua Malina will speak at 7:15 p.m.

Over the years, the couple has seen 

the community change, but the Federa-
tion grow.

“They’ve been conveners and facilita-
tors to get things done,” Gerry says.

He cites an example of the Federation 
bringing the area synogues together to 
create the Jewish Commission on Educa-
tion.

“It provided better opportunities for 
Jewish education in the community,” he 
said.

Gerry also noted the creation of Heri-
tage Manor Rehabilitation &amp; Retire-
ment Community, and later Levy Gardens 
Assisted Living Facility, both of which 
created quality care for people close to 
home.

Reservations for the Inaugural Event 
are due to bblue@jewishyoungstown.org 
by Sept. 6.

Please include the names of those at-
tending each portion of the evening, meal 
preference (salmon, chicken or vegan) 
and if babysitting at the JCC is needed (in-
clude the number and ages of children.) 

Jeannie and Gerry Peskin are chairing this year’s Inaugural Event.
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CLEVELAND, Aug. 8 – Women 
leaders and supporters of Friends of 
the Israel Defense Forces (FIDF) from 
across Ohio will travel to Israel in Oc-
tober as part of the first-ever FIDF Ohio 
Women’s Mission to Israel, getting an 
exclusive look into the Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF) and showing their soli-
darity with and appreciation for Israel’s 
brave soldiers.

Registration is still open for the mis-
sion, Oct. 23-29, which will bring Ohio 
women together with commanders and 
soldiers of the IDF. 

Mission participants will receive in-
depth briefings by senior women mili-
tary officers, meet with state leaders, 
hear from Israeli inventors and trail-
blazers who have changed the face of 
Israeli society, tour strategic IDF bases 
to get a behind-the-scenes look into the 
Israeli military, and experience Israel in 
an entirely new way.

The group of FIDF leaders will visit 
FIDF-sponsored well-being and educa-
tional facilities on IDF bases and meet 
beneficiaries of FIDF programs – in-
cluding Lone Soldiers and students who 
benefit from the FIDF IMPACT! Schol-
arship Program, which grants college 
scholarships to IDF combat veterans 
of modest means; tour pivotal military 
installations, such as a special operation 
unit stationed on Israel’s border with 
Gaza; and hear first-hand from busi-
ness and technology leaders at Israel’s 
famous SodaStream company and at an 
international defense electronics con-
tractor.

“This one-of-its-kind mission will al-
low our supporters to forge even deep-
er bonds with the brave women of the 
IDF,” said FIDF Ohio Board Member 
Marci Ungar. “These soldiers risk their 
lives protecting the State of Israel and 
Jews worldwide. This is an excellent op-

portunity for FIDF supporters to wit-
ness and experience the impact of their 
life-changing contributions to the well-
being of Israel’s soldiers, and it’s a won-
derful chance for us to personally thank 
the IDF soldiers for their service.”

“This first-ever Ohio women’s mis-
sions follows the success of our four pre-

vious men’s missions,” said FIDF Ohio 
Director Lane Schlessel. “For one in-
credible week, we will bring Ohio FIDF 
women supporters to Israel to visit the 
IDF’s brave and devoted soldiers and tell 
them, in one unified voice, how much 
we appreciate and support them. We’ll 
have unprecedented access to the daily 
lives of the women and men of the IDF, 
visiting them on their bases across Israel 
and hearing their stories firsthand.”

For more information about the mis-
sion, including the full itinerary, or to 
apply to participate, please visit: http://
www.fidf.org/document.doc?id=650.
About Friends of the Israel  
Defense Forces:

FIDF was established in 1981 by a 
group of Holocaust survivors as a 501(C)
(3) not-for-profit organization with the 
mission of offering educational, cultural, 
recreational, and social programs and 
facilities that provide hope, purpose, and 
life-changing support for the soldiers who 
protect Israel and Jews worldwide. To-
day, FIDF has more than 150,000 loyal 
supporters, and 20 chapters throughout 
the United States and Panama. FIDF 
proudly supports IDF soldiers, families 
of fallen soldiers, and wounded veterans 
through a variety of innovative programs 
that reinforce the vital bond between the 
communities in the United States, the sol-
diers of the IDF, and the State of Israel. 
For more information, please visit: www.
fidf.org.

First women’s delegation from Ohio to visit israel  
for exclusive look into lives of israeli soldiers

Photo /:Shahar Azran

FIDF National Women’s mission co-chair Brig. Gen. (Res.) Gila Klifi-Amir (center) with women combat soldiers from the IDF’s Caracal Bat-
talion in March 2017.
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Liz Rubino Studios 
For more information on the studio offerings, contact 
Liz Rubino at 330.509.0891 or coaching@lizrubino.
com.

Liz Rubino offers private sessions in voice, acting, 
drama therapy, junior voice, and junior acting. Voice 
lessons are conducted primarily online.  
 
Voice Lessons: 
Regular Lessons | 55 mins 
Cost: $49/Member | $65/Non Member 
Junior Lessons | 30 mins 
Cost: $30/Member | $45/Non Member

Triple Threat Troupe 
TTT is a two semester training and performance 
troupe for ages 7-21 in voice, drama and dance. 
Semester sessions are held on Sundays, and the 
troupe works devising a year-end performance to-
gether. 
TTT training includes: 
• Four private voice lessons 
• Two dance workshops 
• One acting and vocal workshop 
• One audition workshop (headshots included) 
• One theatre specialty workshop 
• National performance at Walt Disney World 
$750/Member 
$1,000/Non Member 
$100 Registration fee for current students 
$150 Registration fee for new students 
Payment plans available

To register call the Bursar’s office: 330.746.3250 
ext. 195

JCC School of Dance

For more information on the studio offerings, contact 
Eri Raib-Ptichkin at 330.333.2219 or  
jccschoolofdance@jewishyoungstown.org

Parent & Me Program 
AGES 4 MONTHS - 4 YEARS 
Bitty Babies (4 months to pre-walking) 
This class introduces gross motor skills to babies 
with the interaction of a caregiver. 
Session I: Sept. 24 - Oct. 22 | Mondays 5:30-6:00 p.m. 
Session II: Nov. 5 - Dec. 3 | Mondays 5:30-6:00 p.m.

Music & Movement (18-36 months) 
A class that focuses on parent led activities that 
build coordination, listening skills, and social aware-
ness. 
Session I: Sept. 25 - Oct. 23 | Tuesdays 5:30-6:15 p.m. 
Session II: Nov. 6 - Dec. 4 | Tuesdays 5:30-6:15 p.m.

 JCC 
PERFORMING ARTS

Dance Discovery (Ages 3-4) 
Parents participate while children use their minds 
and bodies to move to a variety of song styles. 
Session I: Sept. 26 - Oct. 24 | Weds 5:30-6:15 p.m. 
Session II: Nov. 7 - Dec. 5 | Weds 5:30-6:15 p.m.

Creative Movement Program 
AGES 4-6 
Creative Movement I (Ages 4-5) 
This class explores beginning ballet and tap dance 
principles. 
Sept. 24 - Dec. 10 | Mondays 4:00 -4:45 p.m.

Creative Movement II (Ages 5-6) 
This class continues to explore beginning ballet and 
tap principles to build balance, coordination, and 
confidence. 
Sept. 24 - Dec. 10 | Mondays 4:45-5:30 p.m.

Mini Program 
AGES 6-7 
Mini Tap (Ages 6-7) 
This class expands upon tap skills learned in the Cre-
ative Movement Program. 
Sept. 25 - Dec. 11 | Tuesdays 4:00-4:30 p.m. 
 
Mini Ballet (Ages 6-7) 
This class expands upon ballet skills learned in the 
Creative Movement Program. 
Sept. 25 - Dec. 11 | Tuesdays 4:30-5:00 p.m.

Mini Tumbling (Ages 6-7) 
Learn the beginning principles of jazz dance and 
tumbling in a safe and controlled environment. 
Sept. 25 - Dec. 11 | Tuesdays 5:00-5:30 p.m.

Dance Curriculum Program 
AGES 7-18

DC I: Tap (Ages 7-10) 
Students learn the percussive dance style known as 
tap. 
Session I: Sept. 13 - Dec. 6 | Thursdays 4:00-4:45 p.m.

DC I: Ballet (Ages 7-10) 
A class that emphasizes the basic principles of ballet 
and challenges students to remember patterns and 
choreography. 
Sept. 13 - Dec. 6 | Thursdays 4:45-5:30 p.m.

DC I: Jazz (Ages 7-10) 
This class teaches the art of classic jazz dancing.
Sept. 13 - Dec. 6 | Thursdays 5:30-6:15 p.m.

DC I/II: Acro (Ages 7-13) 
This class introduces students to basic tumbling and 
acrobatic stretches and exercises. 
Sept. 12 - Dec. 12 | Wednesdays 4:45-5:30 p.m.

DC I/II: Beginnner Baton (Ages 7-13) 
This class introduces the art of baton twirling to be-

ginner level students. 
Sept. 12 - Dec. 12 | Wednesdays 4:00-4:45 p.m.

DC I/II: Intermediate Baton (Ages 7-13) 
This class expands upon basic baton skills. Students 
will also learn more complex patterns and choreog-
raphy. 
Sept. 14 - Dec. 7 | Fridays 6:15-7:00 p.m.

DC II: Tap (Ages 10-13) 
A class for the experienced dance student to build 
upon basic principles and steps. 
Sept. 14 - Dec. 7 | Fridays 4:00-4:45 p.m.

DC II: Ballet (Ages 10-13) 
A class that builds upon principles of ballet move-
ments and body positions. 
Sept. 14 - Dec. 7 | Fridays 4:45-5:30 p.m.

DC II: Jazz (Ages 10-13) 
A class for dance student to continue learning the 
principles of classic jazz dancing. 
Sept. 14 - Dec. 10 | Fridays 5:30-6:15 p.m.

DC III: Technique (Ages 13-18) 
A class designed for students with dance experience 
looking to maintain and improve their movement 
quality for high school level dance or majorette 
teams. 
Sept. 12 - Dec. 12 | Wednesdays 6:30-7:15 p.m.

DC III: Baton (Ages 13-18) 
A class designed for high school students with twirl-
ing experience looking to maintain and improve 
their skills for majorette teams and/or tryouts. 
Sept. 12 - Dec. 12 | Wednesdays 7:15-8:00 p.m.

DC III: Tap (Ages 13-18) 
A class designed for high school students with ex-
tensive tap experience looking to improve their 
technique in speed and sound quality. 
Sept. 12 - Dec. 12 | Wednesdays 8:00-8:45 p.m.

DC III: Musical Theater Tap (Ages 13-18) 
A class created for high school theater students to 
hone their craft by improving their tap dance tech-
nique, rhythm, and style. 
Sept. 13 - Dec. 6 | Thursdays 6:30-7:15 p.m.

DC III: Musical Theater Jazz (Ages 13-18) 
A class created for high school students looking to 
gain an edge at theater auditions by improving their 
overall dance technique. 
Sept. 13 - Dec. 6 | Thursdays 7:15-8:00 p.m.

Adult Dance Program 
AGES 18+

Adult Tap I 
A class designed for adults to stay fit and active 
while learning how to create rhythms with their feet. 



September 2018 The Jewish Journal Monthly Magazine 17 

For more information on the Early Learning Cen-
ter, contact Ben Katz, Director of Early Learning  at 
330.746.3250 ext. 119 or bkatz@jewishyoungstown.
org.

Six Weeks through Prekindergarten

Experiential Learning 
Our teachers encourage children to be exploratory, 
expressive and communicative —we help them to 
learn by doing.

Kindergarten Readiness 
Our preschool and prekindergarten programs 
ensure that students will be prepared academically 
and socially to move into elementary school.

Cooperation & Critical Thinking 
Collaborative discussion enables students to 
construct and negotiate their own meaning and 
understanding of content and concepts.

  JCC

continued on next page

EARLY LEARNING CENTER

FITNESS

For more information on fitness programs, contact 
Shelia Cornell at 330.746.3250 ext. 182 or scornell@
jewishyoungstown.org.

Get fit fast with Personal Training  
at the JCC!

Personal Training Benefits:
• personalized safe and effective fitness pro-

grams
• achievement of goals in a short time period
• improved muscle coordination, strength, endur-

ance, and flexibility 
To register call: 330.746.3250 ext. 182

Pickleball Play Schedule 
A paddle sport created for all ages and skill levels. 
The rules are simple and the game is easy for be-
ginners to learn, but can develop into a quick, fast-
paced, competitive game for experienced players.
Tuesday & Thursday: 4:30–7:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

Open Gym Youth Basketball 
Children ages five and up can join us for kid-friendly 
basketball time in our gym. Bring your own ball, or 
borrow one of ours. 
Date: Fridays 
Time: 4:00–5:30 p.m.

Wallyball 
A fantastic way to get in shape and have fun! Play in 
our racquetball court. Equipment is provided. 
Tuesdays: 10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. 
Fridays: 5:00–7:00 p.m.

Racquetball 
A great way to make friends and stay in shape. Call 
or visit the JCC Welcome Desk to reserve your court. 
Equipment not provided.

Ping-Pong 
Want to play ping-pong with your friends? The JCC 
ping-pong table is now in the lower level Multi-Pur-
pose Room. Paddles and balls are provided.

JCC Fall Pickleball Tournament 
September 29 & 30 
Men’s & Women’s Doubles 
Date: Saturday, Sept 29 
Time: 9:00 a.m. 
Location: Gymnasium 
Mixed Doubles 
Date: Sunday, Sept 30 
Time: 9:00 a.m. 
Location: Gymnasium 
Men’s, Women’s and Mixed Doubles events include 
2.5, 3.0, 3.5, 4.0 skill levels. The tournament coordi-
nator may limit or combine levels based upon regis-
tration numbers. Early registration is suggested due 
to limited entries. Register by Friday, September 21 
Cost: First Event $25/person  
           Second Event $15/person

Taekwondo 
Master Tom Ritchie is a Kukkiwon Certified 5th De-
gree Black Belt. He has been teaching Olympic style 
Taekwondo for over a decade. Taekwondo can help 
you increase focus, burn off excess energy, improve 
coordination, and build confidence. We are offering 
two classes.

Li’l Dragons (Ages: 5-8) 
Date: Tuesdays & Thursdays beginning September 
25 
Time: 5:00-5:45 p.m. 
Location: Lower Level Multi-Purpose Room 
Cost: $75/Member per month | $99/Non Member 
per month 
All TKD (Ages: 9 and up) 
Date: Tuesdays & Thursdays beginning September 
25 

Class is taught at a beginner to intermediate level. 
Sept. 25 - Dec. 11 | Tuesdays 2:45-3:30 p.m.

Adult Ballet I 
This class is designed for adults to improve strength, 
posture, and balance. Class is taught at a beginner 
level. 
Sept. 25 - Dec. 11 | Tuesdays 2:00-2:45 p.m.

Adult Tap II 
We’ll explore the percussive dance style known as 
tap. Class is taught at an intermediate level. 
Sept. 25 - Dec. 11 | Tuesdays 6:30-7:15 p.m.

Adult Ballet II 
This class introduces the basic principles of ballet 
and is taught at an advanced beginner to intermedi-
ate level. 
Sept. 25 - Dec. 11 | Tuesdays 7:15-8:00 p.m.

For more information and pricing visit  
jccyoungstown.org

JCC School of Music

This exciting program features piano, violin, guitar, 
percussion, and voice lessons housed at the JCC!  
To register call the Bursar’s office: 330.746.3250 
ext. 195

Enrichment Programming 
Students will have the opportunity to engage in 
a wide variety of enrichment offerings including 
dance, music, visual art, and Jewish culture.

Weekly Swim Lessons 
Preschool students will engage in ongoing small 
group lessons at the JCC’s indoor pool to learn 
water safety and build swimming skills.

Instructor Led Fitness 
Students will build motor skills and learn teamwork 
through a variety of physical activities guided by a 
certified group fitness instructor.

New Infant & Toddler Playground 
We are excited to announce the completion of 
our new Infant & Toddler Playground. This unique 
playspace is the only one of its kind in our region 
and is designed to meet the developmental needs 
of children ages six months to five years.
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 JCC  
AQUATICS

For more information on Aquatics, contact Shawn 
Chrystal at 330.746.3250 ext. 112 or aquatics@jew-
ishyoungstown.org 
To enroll in any of our group or private swim lessons 
call 330.746.3250 ext. 195

P.A.L.S.+ Private Swimming Lessons  
The JCC offers free one-on-one swim lessons for 
persons who are on the autism spectrum or who 
have developmental disabilities. This program is 
funded by the Thomases Family Endowment of the 
Youngstown Area Jewish Federation. To apply for 
the P.A.L.S+ program visit jccyoungstown.org/pals.

SwimSafe 500 
This program provides free swim safety lessons 
for children in kindergarten through eighth grade. 
Scholarships are provided by The United Way of the 
Mahoning Valley, The Thomases Family Endowment 
of the Youngstown Area Jewish Federation and The 
Redwoods Group. To apply for the SwimSafe 500 
program visit jccyoungstown.org/swimsafe500.

Group Lessons

You & Me Baby 
This is a monthly class where parents assist their 
children in the water. Children will learn how to 
float and improve their water skills. Recommended 
ages: 6 - 36 months. Swim pants or swim diapers are 
required. 
Date: Saturdays 
Time: 9:30 - 10:00 a.m. 
Cost: $30/Member | $40/Non Member

Learn-To- Swim: Ages 3+ 
Children will be placed into the appropriate level by 
the swim instructors 
Level 1: Basic swimming skills will be taught such 
as floating, blowing bubbles and the correct body 
positions for freestyle and backstroke. 
Level 2: Children will learn arm motions for free-
style and backstroke as well as the correct breath-
ing patterns for both strokes. 
Level 3: Children will focus on breaststroke, but-
terfly, and diving while refining freestyle and back-
stroke techniques. 
Level 4: Children will continue to refine the four 
swim strokes and diving. 
Date: Wednesdays 
Time: 4:30-5:00 p.m. 
Date: Saturdays 
Time: 8:55-9:25 a.m., 10:05-10:35 a.m  
Cost: $30/Member | $40/Non Member

Time: 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
Location: Lower Level Multi-Purpose Room 
Cost: $97/Member per month | $129/Non Member 
per month 
Uniform Cost: $45 | Sign up for 6 months and re-
ceive a free uniform! 
Register at jccyoungstown.org or contact the Bur-
sar’s office: 330.746.3250 ext. 195

Mamanet 
The Mamanet league is the largest social-sports 
project in Israel specifically targeting mothers. 
Join other women and mothers in an engaging, 
modified version of volleyball. Mamanet promotes 
exercise and fitness, education, sports, professional 
networking, and is a great chance to build 
community with other women. Our JCC is working 
to begin the area’s first Mamanet league and is 
looking for interested participants.

Introductory Session 
Date: Mondays, October 15 & November 19 
Time: 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
Location: Gymnasium 
Women of all ages welcome 
Free and open to everyone

JCC Youth Tennis Clinics 
These group lessons will go over the basics of tennis 
with your child. Forehand, backhand, parts of the 
court, and more will be covered. All equipment will 
be provided. 
Payment must be made before the clinics begin. 
Session I: Saturdays | Oct 6 - Nov 10 
Session II: Saturdays | Nov 17 - Dec 22 
Group 1: Ages 5 - 8 , 2:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
Group 2: Ages 9 - 13, 3:00- 4:00 p.m. 
Group 3: Ages 14 - 17, 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
Location: Gymnasium 
Cost: $90/Member | $110/Non Member 
Register at jccyoungstown.org or contact the Bur-
sar’s office: 330.746.3250 ext. 195

Youth Tennis Footwork Clinic 
This four week clinic will help players improve their 
movement on the court with full and 
half court sprints and agility drills. 
Date: Sundays, October 7 - October 28 
Time: 2:00 p.m. 
Location: Gymnasium 
Cost: $50/Member | $67/Non Member 
Register at jccyoungstown.org or contact the Bur-
sar’s office: 330.746.3250 ext. 195

Wellness Lunch and Learns:

Learn Your Risks 
The Jewish Community Center is teaming up with 
Mercy Health to bring free health screenings 
through the Neighborhood Health Watch program. 
Blood pressure, total cholesterol and glucose will be 
checked. The results will be discussed immediately 
after. Participants should fast eight hours prior to 
testing. 
Date: Wednesday, September 12 
Time: 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. 
Location: Adult Lounge 
Cost: Free 
Register at jccyoungstown.org by September 7

Vision Screening 
Wellness Specialist and Certified Dementia Practi-
tioner and Gerontologist, Amy Plant, will join us for 
a free adult vision screening provided by the Area 
Agency on Aging. 
Date: Friday, September 14 
Time: 12:00 - 1:30 p.m. 
Location: Multi-Purpose Room 
Cost: Free 
Register at jccyoungstown.org by Wednesday, Sep-
tember 12

Knee Pain Options - Pinnacle Integrated Health 
Dr. Thomas Gudaitis, D.C. and Heidi F. Wiegand 
from OrthogenRX, will discuss degeneration 
and arthritis of the knee. They will address causes, 
symptoms and treatment options. 
Date: Wednesday, September 26 
Time: 1:00 - 2:30 p.m. 
Location: Multi-Purpose Room 
Cost: Free 
Register at jccyoungstown.org by Monday, Septem-
ber 24

New Class-P90X® Live 
This total-body strength and cardio conditioning 
class helps you blast fat and build lean 
muscle fast. You can modify any move and the 
group motivation will help you push past your pla-
teaus. 
Date: Saturdays 
Time: 9:00-9:55 a.m.

Cardio Low 
This low-impact fitness class will challenge your car-
diovascular system and strengthen 
your muscles without stressing your joints. 
Date: Monday, Wednesday & Friday 
Time: 9:00-9:55 a.m.
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  JCC
Private Swim Lessons 
Swimmers of any age or level can benefit from pri-
vate swim lessons. Learn to swim or improve your 
skills with one of our certified swim instructors. Pri-
vate lessons are also great for triathletes. 
Four 30-minute lessons 
Cost: $82/Member | $110/Non Member 

Olympian Anthony Ervin Swim Clinic

Join the Jewish Community Center of Youngstown 
for a swim clinic with 3-time Olympian, Anthony 
Ervin! Ervin is a multiple gold medalist and is of Jew-
ish descent and is the first U.S. Olympic swimmer of 
African-American Heritage.

13 and Over-8:00-11:00 a.m. 
12 and Under- 10:00 a.m.- 12:30 p.m. 
Cost : $85.00 per swimmer (Each clinic will include 
a pool session, an inspirational talk as well as 
photograph/autograph session all conducted by 
Anthony) 
In order to participate in the clinic, all children must 
be able to swim a 50 yard freestyle and at least a 
25 of one other stroke. This clinic is for proficient 
swimmers.

Participants should bring a suit, cap, water bottle, 
and towel to the event. Parents of participants will 
be emailed at least two days prior to the event as a 
reminder and with any additional information that is 
needed for the event.

Registration is first-come, first-served and no refunds 
or transfers will be issued. 
To register visit jccyoungstown.org/ervin

Fall Swim Team

We are part of the Splash Swim League. Daily atten-
dance is not mandatory, but encouraged. 
Practices are held Monday - Thursday 
Time: 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. 
Session 1: September 4 - October 12 
Cost: $75/Member | $150/Non Member 
Register at jccyoungstown.org or contact the Bursar’s 
office: 330.746.3250 ext. 195

Water Women

This free class is designed for women with little or 
no swimming ability. Participants will learn the skills 
needed to feel safe in the water. Lessons will be 
limited to 12 women per session. This program is 
funded by Chemical Bank. 
Date: Saturdays 
Time: 10:45-11:45 a.m. 
Session 1 : September 8 - October 13 
Session 2 : October 20 - November 24 
Session 3 : December 1 - January 5 
Register at jccyoungstown.org/waterwomen

YOUTH & FAMILY

For more information on youth and family programs, 
contact Emily Blau at 330.746.3250 ext. 152 or eb-
lau@jewishyoungstown.org.

PJ Library

PJ Library is a local Jewish family engagement 
program. All families raising Jewish children from 
age six months through eight years are welcome to 
enroll. PJ Library programming and events are free 
and open to everyone.

Tzedakah Program

Let’s learn about Tzedakah through an interactive 
project for kids. 
Date: Wednesday, September 26 
Time: 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. 
Location: Adult Lounge 
Cost: Free 
Register at jccyoungstown.org or contact the Bursar’s 
office: 330.746.3250 ext. 195

CULTURAL ARTS

For more information on cultural arts programs, con-
tact Emily Blau at 330.746.3250 ext. 152 or eblau@
jewishyoungstown.org. 

Sites of Cincinnati Bus Trip

Gon Erez will lead this three night trip to the city of 
Cincinnati and surrounding area. We will visit the 
Hebrew Union College, the Ark Encounter Museum 
in Williamstown, KY, spend an evening at a Broad-

Lifeguard Classes and Recertifications

After successfully completing this two-day class you 
will be certified by the American Red Cross in life-
guarding, first aid and AED. There are two sessions 
available. 
Date: Saturday & Sunday | September 29 & 30 
Time: 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Cost: $187/Member | $250/Non Member 
Lifeguard recertifications are also available upon 
request. 
Cost: $75/Member | $100/Non Member 
Register at jccyoungstown.org or contact the Bursar’s 
office: 330.746.3250 ext. 195

Afterschool Family Fun in the Pool

Relax in our indoor pool while watching the movie 
Brave. Pizza and refreshments will be served. 
Date: Friday, September 21 
Time 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
Cost: Free/Member | $5/Non Member 
Register at jccyoungstown.org

A.M. Energizer

Grab a weighted jogger belt and get ready for a 
great workout. This class incorporates a series of 
exercises and routines in the deep end of the pool 
that have zero impact on the hips, knees, ankles, or 
back. 
Date: Tuesday & Thursday 
Time: 7:45-8:30 a.m.

Family Campout Weekend

Join us for a fun two-day trip to the Cuyahoga Valley 
National Park. We will spend the weekend camping 
and hiking in the park. We will provide transporta-
tion, food and the campsite fee. 
Date: Friday, October 5 - Saturday, October 6 
Location: Cuyahoga Valley National Park 
Leave JCC: October 5, 3:30 p.m. 
Return to JCC: October 6, 7:00 p.m. approximately 
Cost: $45/Member | $60/Non Member 
Register at jccyoungstown.org or contact the Bursar’s 
office: 330.746.3250 ext. 195

Youth Creative Writing: Introduction to 
Storytelling and Fiction

In this three-day course, taught by local author 
William R. Soldan, students will learn the basic ele-
ments of effective storytelling and story structure, 
after which they will apply these lessons to their 
own writing. Fun prompts will be provided each day 
to help students generate ideas. 
Date: October 9, 10, 11 
Time: 4:00 - 5:15 p.m. 
Location: Adult Lounge 
Cost: $15/Member | $20/Non Member 
Register at jccyoungstown.org or contact the Bursar’s 
office: 330.746.3250 ext. 195

continued on next page
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Volunteer Opportunities
Social Action Committee of the Jewish Community 
Relations Council
330.746.3250 ext. 123
Swilschek@jewishyoungstown.org

Churchill United Methodist Food Pantry

The CHUM Food Pantry aims to feed families in Lib-
erty Township that are in need of extra assistance. 
Since first starting in 2016, the pantry now feeds over 
70+ families. Volunteers will help distribute food and 
make guests feel welcome during their visit. 

Dates:  Sept. 7, Oct. 5, Nov. 2, Dec. 7 
Time: 9:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Location: 189 Churchill Rd, Youngstown, OH 
44505

Diaper Packing with Making Kids Count
The Making Kids Count Diaper Bank Volunteers 
repack diapers in quantities of 25 diapers per size 
with saran wrap and labels. This ensures that more 
people are able to receive a pack of diapers and 
that the diapers are being distributed as more of an 
“emergency” supply.  Volunteers wrap 10,000 dia-
pers into 400 packs a month!

Dates:  Sept. 14, Oct. 12, Nov. 9 
Times: 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  
Location: 7178 West Blvd, Ste E, Youngstown, 
Ohio 44512

way show to see Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, 
and more! Price includes transportation, accommo-
dations, tickets and admission to sites and activities, 
one meal per day, and tip for the driver. Most activi-
ties will require walking. The itinerary is subject to 
change. 
Register by Friday, September 21. 
Date: October 23-26 
Cost: $600/Single per person 
           $450/Double per person 
           $750/Single Non Member 
           $560/Double Non Member 
To register contact the Bursar’s office: 330.746.3250 
ext. 195

Newman Levy Speaker Series 
J. Newman Levy was a beloved member of our com-
munity and a fan of sports and Jewish culture. The 
Newman Levy series will introduce us to Jewish re-
lated sports and culture programs.

Ofra Abramovich: Founder of Mamanet 
(Mothers Cachibol League)

Hear the story of Ofra Abramovich, who created 
a sports league designated especially for women. 
Ofra will tell us about her uncompromising spirit 
which created Mamanet, a Cachibol league, which 
is the largest social sports league specifically for 
mothers in Israel today. 
Date: Tuesday, October 9 
Time: 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
Location: Multi-Purpose Room 
Cost: Free 
Register at jccyoungstown.org or contact the Bursar’s 
office: 330.746.3250 ext. 195

JCC Journeys

Les Miserables 
This epic and uplifting story has become one of the 
most celebrated musicals in the history of theater. 
With its glorious new staging and dazzlingly rei-
magined scenery inspired by the paintings of Victor 
Hugo, this breathtaking new production has left 
both audiences and critics awestruck. Price includes 
orchestra seat, transportation and tip for the bus 
driver. After the play, the bus will drop the group 
off at a restaurant or area with choice of restau-
rants and dinner will be on your own. Space is lim-
ited and registration ends on October 1. Any ticket 
requests after October 1 are subject to availability. 
Date: Sunday, November 4 
Location: Cleveland, OH 
Leave JCC: 11:00 a.m. 
Showtime: 1:00 p.m. 
Runtime: 2 hours 50 minutes 
Return to the JCC: 7:30 p.m. approximately 
Cost: $71/Member | $95/Non Member 
Register at jccyoungstown.org or contact the Bursar’s 
office: 330.746.3250 ext. 195

2018 Youngstown Area Jewish Film 
Festival
Our mission is to take you on a cinematic cultural 
journey that depicts a broad spectrum of Jewish 
life. The films shown at the Youngstown Area 
Jewish Film Festival come from all over the world, 
providing diverse audiences with a glimpse into the 
Jewish experience. 
September 16, September 20, September 27, 
October 3,  October 4, October 11, October 14 
Tickets now on sale at jccyoungstown.org/yajff 
For more information, contact Sarah Wilschek: 
330.746.3250 ext. 123 or swilschek@
jewishyoungstown.org

Adult Creative Writing- 
Real Life in Fiction

The focus of this five-week course, taught by lo-
cal author William R. Soldan, will be writing fiction 
inspired by real life experience. Students will learn 
how tapping into their memories and personal his-
tories can not only spark ideas for stories but also 
make those stories more vivid and authentic. 
Date: Thursdays, Oct 18, 25, Nov 1, 8, 15 
Time: 5:30-7:00 p.m. 
Location: Adult Lounge 
Cost:$26/Member | $35/Non Member 
Register at jccyoungstown.org or contact the Bursar’s 
office: 330.746.3250 ext. 195

FEDERATION  
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

If you or someone you know is over 60 years old and 
could use a friendly visit, a helping hand, or just infor-
mation about our Jewish community, please contact Se-
nior Outreach Coordinator Shai Erez at 330.550.5995 
or serez@jewishyoungstown.org.

SENIOR OUTREACH

RENTALS

For more information or to book a rental contact 
Kelli McCormick at 330.746.3250 ext. 284 or kmccor-
mick@jewishyoungstown.org

Multi-Purpose Room 
Equipped with an overhead motorized projection 
theater screen, state-of-the-art audio/visual system, 
movable module stage, and commercial kitchen. Ca-
tering packages are available for up to 250 guests.

Adult Lounge 
Accommodates 50 guests. An in-house kosher ca-
terer is available. 
Meeting Rooms 
Our small conference room seats up to 10 guests, 
while our boardroom seats 35 and is equipped with 
a built-in projector and screen. 
Gymnasium 
Our full size gymnasium is equipped with six regula-
tion height basketball hoops, bleacher seating and a 
dividing curtain. 
Cost: $50/hr

Pool Party 
Enjoy time in our full size indoor heated pool and 
one hour in the party room. 
Cost: $165/Members | $220/Non Member 
$50/hr. for additional time 
15 people per lifeguard and $25/ additiona lifeguard

 JCC  



September 2018 The Jewish Journal Monthly Magazine 21 

L’shana Tova!
We wish everyone a sweet, happy, and healthy 
new year. To kick off 5779, we are pleased to 
share that together we’ve reached our goal and 
a new All Terrain Rescue Vehicle will be posted 
to serve our friends in the Western Galilee. Able 
to reach those in need off-road or in challenging 
terrains, we’ve provided United Hatzalah with 
an invaluable resource to save more lives.

Todah rabah and thank you!

Jim Pazol, Bruce Sherman, and Cari Immerman

Cari Margulis Immerman, Regional Director
Friends of United Hatzalah of Israel
2682 Green Road, Suite 101, Shaker Heights, OH 44122
Mobile: 216 544 3010 · Cari@israelrescue.org

The Thomases Family Endowment of the Youngstown Area Jewish 
Federation Art Gallery

Paintings by Bud Gibbons 

An exhibition of works by the artist Charles “Bud” Gibbons, ranging from large 
scale landscapes, figurative works, and still life. 
For more about the artist visit bud-gibbons.squarespace.com/ 
 
Current Exhibition: August 23-October 11 
An exhibition of works by the artist Charles “Bud” Gibbons, ranging from large 
scale landscapes, en-plein air palette knife works, figurative works, and still 
lifes.

Under the Sea Splish Splash Mermaid Bash 
Experience swimming and storytelling with the JCC Mermaid in our pool and 
enjoy time in our party room. 
Cost: $225/Members | $281/Non Member 
Pricing includes: One hour in the pool and one hour in the party room

Game Time-Birthday Bash 
Play basketball, volleyball, kickball, soccer, or wiffleball in our gymnasium then 
enjoy time in our party room. 
Cost: $150/Member | $188/Non Member 
Pricing includes: One hour in our gymnasium and one hour in our private party 
room. 
$50/hr for additional time in the gymnasium

New* 
Lower Level Multi-Purpose Room 
Create new memories and easily entertain your guests when you host your next 
birthday party, meeting, retreat, or educational seminar. This multi-purpose 
room is located on the ground floor and can accommodate up to 36 people. The 
open room feel offers multiple room configurations. In-house catering is avail-
able. 
Cost: $50/hour Member | $63/hour Non Member

  JCC
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Carnival Marks End of Summer for Heritage Manor and Levy Gardens

JFS Social Group Still Going Strong After 30 Years

Heritage Manor and Levy Gardens celebrated the end of summer with a carnival in August for Levy tenants, Heritage Manor residents, staff, and friends. They enjoyed lunch 
from Molnar’s food truck and were entertained by clowns and magicians.

Clowns made balloon animals for Heritage Manor residents and Levy Gardens tenants at a
recent carnival.

Heritage Manor residents and Levy Gardens tenants enjoyed a carnival in August.

Thirty years ago a program for devel-
opmentally challenged adults was start-
ed at Jewish Family Services. The impe-
tus for the group was aging parents who 
were finding it difficult to meet the needs 
of their young adults.

Today, this program, “Our Gang” is still 
going strong.

“We saw that there was a need for 
them to have experiences in the great-
er community,” said Linda Kessler, coor-
dinator.

Originally, the program provided so-
cial, educational, recreational, and reli-
gious programming. It was meant to help 
participants live fuller lives and to be 
more independent.  

“Today it is more of a social group,” 
Kessler said.

A variety of activities and outings are 
planned once or twice a month. This year 
the group has gone on the Mill Creek 
Park Trolley, picnicked, gone to a Scrap-
pers’ game, visited Wagon Trails Animal 
Park, attended movies, restaurants, Putt-
Putt and participated in a fitness and 
smoothie’s night. They enjoy arts and 
crafts, baking and eating. Many of these 
activities are held at the Jewish Commu-

nity Center. They also celebrate holidays 
such as Rosh Hashanah, Hanukkah, Pu-
rim, Passover, Halloween, Valentine’s Day 

and Thanksgiving.
“We do whatever activities they don’t 

normally get to do,” Kessler said.

While other social groups exist for 
developmentally challenged adults, “Our 
Gang” offers a place for Jewish and non-
Jewish clients to feel comfortable, as well 
as a place to celebrate religious holi-
days together, Kessler said.

About 12 people participate regularly, 
and members of the original group are 
still involved.

“It took a lot of me to get things going,” 
Kessler added. “Now, after all these years, 
they have developed friendships and re-
lationships and the conversations flow. It 
is a pleasure to see. They have really blos-
somed into a cohesive, interactive group.”

The outings and events give partici-
pants a chance to see and be seen in our 
community.

“We go as a group to everything and 
they feel accepted and included which 
enables them to have positive self-es-
teem,” Kessler said.

“Participants pay a small fee for each 
activity, but it doesn’t cover all the costs. 
The program relies on contributions. Do-
nations can be sent to Jewish Family Ser-
vices, 517 Gypsy Lane, Youngstown, Ohio 
44504. Volunteers are also needed. Call 
330.746.7929 for more information.

“Our Gang” participants enjoyed a Mahoning Valley Scrappers game this summer. Pictured are 
Eric Apple (left) and Marc Gorsky.
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Human Services High Holiday 
Message

Heritage Manor Resident Visits 
War Memorials

By Marc Rubin 
President, Human Services Advisory 
Board

As we say farewell to the year 5778 
and all that has taken place, we are cer-
tainly looking forward to the new year, 
5779, along with all the blessings that 
this new year will bring to our residents, 
tenants, families, volunteers, clients, em-
ployees and community. The Human Ser-
vice Department has undergone many 
changes this year with several key lead-
ership personnel retiring. However, even 
with these changes, services offered to 
our community are not only continuing 
but thriving. New leadership has brought 
new opportunity and a fresh perspec-
tive regarding the services we provide in 
many arms of our organization.

Levy Gardens underwent a dining 
room renovation that has improved the 
aesthetics of the building which has add-
ed to a pleasant dining experience for the 
tenants. Wallpaper has been removed 
and fresh paint applied to the hallways, 
as well. New shutters were also put up.

This year, plans are being made for 
new furniture for the tenants to enjoy. In 
addition, many meaningful activities are 
planned throughout the year which allow 
our tenants to enjoy their lives while hav-
ing the security of knowing a staff mem-
ber is available when requested.

Our Adult Day Care is still providing 
needed services to those who are seek-
ing social activities while their families 
work. This arm of the organization allows 
clients to build valuable relationships 
with each other. The Adult Day Care will 
also be undergoing some improvements.
These changes will enhance the experi-
ence our participants have by providing 
renovations to areas that are used daily.

Heritage Manor, too, will also be un-
dergoing major renovations to ensure the 
safety and security of the residents while 
also providing a new lobby experience to 
our residents, families and guests. Heri-
tage Manor is also incorporating new 
programs, such as taking residents to 
Scrappers games and organizing a car 
show for all to enjoy. These activities pro-
vide a fun, exciting atmosphere for our 
residents which adds to their quality of 
life.

Jewish Family Services has also un-
dergone changes which will continue 
into this New Year. While Jewish Family 
Services continues to provide important 
services such as guardianships, counsel-
ing, Meals on Wheels and social activities 
such as “Our Gang’, new partnerships are 
being formed with other organizations 
in the community. The newest member 
of our team is Shai Erez who is the Out-
reach Coordinator. She is looking forward 
to meeting many of the seniors in our 
community in the upcoming months and 
helping with any needs they may have.

Heritage Manor, Levy Gardens, Adult 
Day Care and Jewish Family Services con-
tinue to fill the needs in our community 
by providing quality services that en-
hance the lives of the people they touch. 
These experiences wouldn’t be possible 
without the countless hours our volun-
teers spend in each area of the Human 
Services Department, the generous dona-
tions of our community and the dedica-
tion of our employees. All of these valu-
able people allow us to provide quality 
programs that make a difference in the 
lives of others.

May you have a good and sweet year 
filled with great health and happiness in 
5779!
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NY Jewish Museum shows Modigiani works
Opening September 2017, the Jew-

ish Museum presents an exhibition of 
early drawings by Amedeo Modigliani—
many of which are being shown for the 
first time in the United States. Acquired 
directly from the artist by Dr. Paul Alex-
andre, his close friend and first patron, 
these works illuminate Modigliani’s heri-
tage as an Italian Sephardic Jew as pivotal 
to understanding his artistic output.

The exhibition will include approxi-
mately 150 works, those from the Alex-
andre collection as well as a selection of 
Modigliani’s paintings, sculptures, and 
other drawings from collections around 
the world. Modigliani’s art will be com-
plemented by work representative of the 
various multicultural influences—Afri-
can, Greek, Egyptian, and Khmer—that 
inspired the young artist during this 
lesser-known early period.

Among the works featured are a mys-
terious, unfinished portrait of Dr. Alex-
andre, never seen before in the United 
States; impressions of the theater; life 
studies and female nudes, among them 
the Russian poet Anna Akhmatovada.

The exhibit runs from Sept. 15, 2017 
until Feb. 4, 2018

Seated Female Nude, possibly Anna 
Akhmatova, c. 1911. Black crayon on paper. 
Paul Alexandre Family, courtesy of Rich-
ard Nathanson, London. Image provided 
by Richard Nathanson, photographed by 
Prudence Cuming Associates, London

‘Story Songs’ at Thomases Gallery
Culture

“Story Songs” an exhibit of Bruce 
Pipman paintings with poetry by Den-
nis R. Kolakowski will be displayed in 
the Thomases Family Endowmenr of the 
Youngstown Area Jewish Federation Art 
Gallery from Sept. 28 through Nov. 15.

An opening reception takes place on 
Thursday, Sept. 28 from 5:30 – 7 p.m.

“Magic Realism” is a series of art-
works that serve as metaphors for the 
nature of man. The works of the artist 
are primarily developed via acrylics,  
ink, and inspiration. 

In his artist’s statement, Mr. Pip-
man says, “Insight starts with knowing 
yourself. The viewers complete the pic-
ture.

The viewer makes a personal inter-
pretation of what they see.”

He says “My ideas are unique and 
original with humor and intelligence, 
decorative and very interesting to look at.

By expressing personal ideas, he says 
he is less concerned with observing tried 
and true approaches. “I believe that the 
truth in life lies beneath the surface and 
in my paintings I try to scratch at that 
surface.”

Mr. Pipman holds a bachelor’s degree 
in sociology from Kent State University. 
He worked as a consultant and recruiter 
in the technology and engineering fields 
with various companies in the region 
before retiring and devoting his time to 
painting. .

Writer  Dennis R. Kolakowski has 
had poems with paintings recently ac-
cepted/published at Poetry Pacific, Scar-
let Leaf Review, Indiana Voice Journal, 
Oddville Press, Zombie Logic Review, 
and Summerset Review; short stories, 
essays and poetry published in the 70s 
and 80s, and has been screenwriting 
over the past ten years.

Sisters, acrylic on cavas, 12” x 16”

Irv Schwartz, a resident of Heritage Manor, had the chance to take a veteran’s honor 
flight in August.

Honor Flight Network is a non-profit organization created to honor America’s vet-
erans for their sacrifices. They fly them to Washington, D.C. to visit and reflect at the 
memorials.

Schwartz served on a navy destroyer during World War II. During his day-long trip 
to Washington, D.C., he saw various memorials including World War II, Korean and 
Vietnam. He particularly enjoyed the Changing of the Guard at Arlington National 
Cemetery.

“It was very interesting,” he said.
Wearing honor flight shirts and hats, the group of about 50 was very visible. Peo-

ple frequently stood and applauded them, Schwartz said. Some came up and thanked 
them.

“It brought tears to my eyes,” he said. “It really did.”

Irv Schwartz, a World War II veteran, visited several memorials in Washington, D.C., including
the World War II memorial.



24 The Jewish Journal Monthly Magazine September 2018 

What is Medicare?
Medicare is a fed-

erally administrated 
health insurance 
program providing 
health coverage to 
nearly 55 million 
Americans above the 

age of 65 and other individuals who are 
eligible due to certain illnesses or dis-
abilities.

When it comes to Medicare, you have 
choices. Medicare isn’t “one size fits all.” 
Understanding the basics may help you 

   JCRC

Know Your Medicare Options

Jewish Community Relations Council High Holiday Greeting

By Shay Erez
JFS Outreach Coordinator

By Susyn Schwebel Epstein 
President, Jewish Community Relations Council Advisory Board

choose wisely. Your choices include:
• Original Medicare, which includes hos-

pital stays (Part A) and doctor visits 
(Part B)

• Original Medicare with a stand-alone 
prescription drug plan (Part D) and/or 
a Medicare supplement insurance plan

• Medicare advantage (Part C), which of-
ten includes a prescription drug (Part 
D) plan plus extra benefits in addition 
to hospital stays (Part A) and doc-
tor visits (Part B) If you have health 
insurance through your employer, a 
Medicare plan could work with your 

employer-sponsored coverage.
Medicare basics:
1. There are two main ways to get 

Medicare coverage: You can chose Origi-
nal Medicare (Part A+B), which is provid-
ed by the federal government or you can 
choose a Medicare Advantage (Part C) 
plan from a private insurance company

2. You will pay a share of your costs
3. Medicare supplement insurance 

plans help pay some of your out-of-pock-
ets costs

4. There are two ways you can get 
coverage for prescription drugs: You can 
enroll in stand-alone Part D prescription 
drug plan or you can enroll in a Medicare 
Advantage (Part C) plan

5. Know the choices in your state Part 
C and Part D may be available in certain 

states or regions
6. Enroll at the right time Your initial 

Enrollment Period (IEP) is your first 
chance to enroll in Medicare

7. You can review your choices once a 
year (from October 15 to December 7)

8. You may be eligible for a Special 
Enrollment Period You can change your 
plan once a year during the enrollment 
period between October 15 through De-
cember 7.

For more information, call Shay 
Erez, senior outreach coordinator at 
330.550.5995.

The information in the article was 
provided by UnitedHealthcare, Medicare-
MadeClear.com.

The national and international 
Jewish communities have faced many 
challenges throughout 5778. Global and 
domestic anti-Semitism continues to rise 
at an alarming rate, putting Jews at new 
risks in their home cities and countries 
where they once were safe. The BDS 
(boycotts, divestment, and sanctions) 
movement to delegitimize Israel and 
to promote anti- Semitism is rampant, 
particularly on college campuses, in 
the arts community, in progressive 
movements, and among political leaders 
and public officials, challenging the once 
secure Jewish communal relationships 
with its long-time partners. And, 
the increasingly divisive nature of 
partisan politics and Israeli-Diaspora 
relationships has affected and fractured 
the Jewish community in ways that we 
have never experienced. Yet through 
such challenging times, the JCRC has 
continued to be a leader in programming 
and in forging interfaith and intergroup 
alliances to promote Israel advocacy, 
and to combat anti-Semitic BDS on the 
progressive left as well as racism and 
anti-Semitism from the far right.

This past year, the JCRC joined 

Jewish organizations throughout the 
country to take public position and 
engage in advocacy regarding important 
domestic issues such as gun violence 
and immigration. Additionally, as we 
have read of more missiles in the hands 
of Hezbollah, more tunnels dug by 
terrorists in Gaza, more destabilizing 
activities by Iran, and more attacks by 
and inspired by ISIS and Al-Qaida, the 
JCRC has successfully pushed for a strong 
U.S.-Israel relationship at the national 
and international levels.

One of the most impactful JCRC 
initiatives this year was its first-ever 
multi-denominational, interfaith Pastors’ 
mission to Israel. All members of the 
travel team are now more educated about 
Israel and its nuances and are regularly 
sharing their newfound knowledge 
with their own congregations. The JCRC 
also spearheaded a year-long Israel 70 
speaker series, culminating in a gala 
celebration event.

The JCRC once again this year 
provided meaningful Yom Hashoah 
commemoration and education activities 
with a special tribute to Dr. Saul 
Friedman. Jesse McClain continued his 

work in the general community, reaching 
thousands of students with educational 
programming on the Holocaust, and is 
now developing new curricula materials 
to further enhance our capacity to teach 
about the Shoah. Also, the expansion of 
the JCC library into a Holocaust resource 
center is nearly complete.

During the highly polarized national 
election season, the JCRC engaged in 
various efforts in support of the Jewish 
perspective on many federal issues, and 
kept a close watch on events unfolding 
in Columbus and in Harrisburg to ensure 
that our regional Jewish community’s 
interests are properly served. The 
JCRC leadership meets regularly with 
public officials locally, in Washington 
and Columbus, and has hosted several 
community events with Members of 
Congress and other office holders; to 
develop and maintain close ties to the 
individuals and organizations in control 
of scarce, but needed public dollars 
which flow to our Jewish agencies.

Once again, the JCRC made significant 
progress in promoting interfaith and 
multicultural awareness. The JCRC is 
a founding partner of a new women’s 

interfaith initiative, continues to 
promote a new African-American/
Jewish collaborative, was instrumental 
in the planning of the annual women’s 
interfaith tea and the annual Nonviolence 
Week commemoration, and worked on 
numerous programs with other faith 
communities. The JCRC continued its 
tradition of sponsoring our local annual 
High Holiday Food Drive for the Second 
Harvest Food Bank, and emerged as a 
leader of Tikkun Olam initiatives with a 
new, active social action committee. The 
JCRC also proudly represented Israel and 
the Jewish community at the Canfield 
Fair at its expanded booth and exhibition 
that was a popular stop for fairgoers of 
all stripes.

As we consider all these pressing 
issues, we pray for the continued safety 
and security of our community and for 
Israel to achieve peace. We will never let 
the world forget Am Yisrael Chai and that 
we will fight for our survival. On behalf of 
the JCRC, best wishes to each and every 
member of the Jewish community for a 
happy and healthy new year.
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DID YOU KNOW?
You can increase your Campaign gift this year at no cost to you,  

thanks to The Youngstown Foundation’s Support Fund.

If your donation is $100 or more, The Youngstown Foundation will add 10%. It’s that simple.

• Checks of $100+ should be made out to “The Youngstown Foundation”  
with “YAJF” in the memo line & sent to: 505 Gypsy Lane, Youngstown, OH 44504

• To donate online, visit youngstownfoundation.org, click “Donate Today,” 
check the box next to “Youngstown Area Jewish Federation” & enter the 
amount you would like to give

JEWISH FEDERATION
YOUNGSTOWN AREA 

For more information, please contact:
Lisa Long at 330.746.3250 ext. 175 or
llong@jewishyoungstown.org

JCRC Accepting Donations for 
Food Drive to Benefit Second 
Harvest Food Bank

The Jewish Community Relations 
Council is sponsoring its 28th Annual 
High Holiday food drive for Second Har-
vest Food Bank of the Mahoning Valley.

New this year is a competition among 
area businesses. Those competing in-
clude the Youngstown Area Jewish Fed-
eration; the Jewish Community Center of 
Youngstown; Titan Construction; Suhar 
&amp; Macejko; the Youngstown/Warren 
Regional Chamber; OH WOW! The Roger 
& Gloria Jones Children’s Center for Sci-
ence &amp; Technology; the Youngstown 
Phantoms; VEC, Inc.; and others. 

“This friendly competition not only 
helps our community, but builds stron-
ger friendships and collaborations be-
tween all of the staff and organizations 
involved,” said Sarah Wilschek, JCC com-
munity development manager. 

A recent report from the Food Re-
search &  Action Center, a nonprofit 
working to eradicate poverty-related 
hunger and undernutrition in the Unit-
ed States, says the Youngstown-Warren 
metropolitan area has the second highest 
rate of food insecurity in the nation and 
the highest in the state of Ohio. Accord-
ing to the food bank, 1 in 6 people in the 
Mahoning Valley faces hunger. Last year, 

the food bank distributed a record 10.6 
million pounds of food to hunger-relief 
agencies in Columbiana, Mahoning and 
Trumbull counties. These pantries, soup 
kitchens, shelters and after-school pro-
grams currently fulfill nearly 15,000 re-
quests for food assistance each week.

Donations will be accepted through 
Oct. 1 at the Jewish Community Cen-
ter, Altshuler Akiva Academy, Temple El 
Emeth, Congregation Ohev Tzedek, Con-
gregation Rodef Shalom and Children of 
Israel Congregation.

For more information, contact 
Wilschek at 330-746-3250 ext. 123 or

SWilschek@jewishyoungstown.org.
Suggested items for donation include 

canned meat, fish and poultry; soap; 
toothbrushes; toothpaste; instant pan-
cake mix; syrup; cleaning items; peanut 
butter; canned fruits and vegetables; pa-
per products; cereal; rice; noodles; snack 
foods; baby food and formula; and in-
stant coffee.

Monetary donations should be made 
payable to the Second Harvest Food 
Bank and sent to JCRC, 505 Gypsy Lane, 
Youngstown, Ohio 44504.

Community Volunteer Night at 
Second Harvest

Volunteers representing Temple El Emeth, Congregation Ohev Tzedek, and Congre-
gation Rodef Sholom synagogues spent the evening of Aug. 22 helping Second Harvest 
Food Bank of the Mahoning Valley provide food for the Valley’s hungry. They sorted 
and repacked donated items to be distributed to Valley residents. According to Second 
Harvest Food Bank, the Jewish community has provided 4,453 meals for Mahoning 
Valley residents in the last two years.

Visit JCRC at the Canfield Fair
The Jewish Community Relations Council will have a booth at the Canfield Fair to 

promote Israel and the Jewish community. It will include kid’s activities and informa-
tion about Federation agencies. Volunteers will staff the booth, with our non-Jewish 
friends working the booth on Shabbat.
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JCC Screens Hank Greenberg Movie

In the first of a series, the Jewish Com-
munity Center presented The Life and 
Times of Hank Greenberg: Film Screening 
and Talkback with Producer at the end of 
August.

A screening of the movie The Life and 
Times of Hank Greenberg was followed 
by a discussion with the producer, Aviva 
Kempner.

Hank Greenberg, also known as the 
“Hebrew Hammer,” was an American pro-
fessional baseball player. He left baseball 
to enlist in the U.S. Army. Greenberg was 
the first major league player to return to 
the MLB after World War II.

The Newman Levy Speakers series is 
underwritten by Marcia Levy in memory 
of her husband Newman Levy, a lifetime 

resident of the Mahoning Valley, a certi-
fied public accountant for over 50 years, 
past president of Heritage Manor and 
Israeli Bonds, and an avid sports fan. In 
March 2017, Newman passed away from 
Alzheimer’s, a progressive disease that 
destroys memory and other important 
functions and has no cure. 

“Newman Levy was a beloved member 
of our community and a fan of sports and 
Jewish culture,” said Gon Erez, JCC Israeli 
Education and Outreach Coordinator. 
“The Newman Levy Series will introduce 
participants to Jewish-related sports and 
culture programs.”

This movie screening was the first of 
four lectures in the series on famous Jew-
ish athletes. 

The First in a Series of Four Lectures on Famous Jewish Athletes

   JCC
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Supportive Services for Older Adults and/
or their Loved Ones: 

Provide support as families make decisions 
Exploring care options 
Kosher Meals on Wheels 
Guardianship/Case Management 

Personal Counseling Services: 
Anxiety & Depression 
Loss & Grief 
Marital & Family Relationships 
  ... and much more

517 Gypsy Lane· Youngstown, OH 44504 
(330) 746-7929

jfs@jfsyoungstown.org 

Licensed Counselors and Social Workers 
providing confidential services to people of 
all races and religions. 

Jewish Family ServicesJFS

By Ron Kampeas

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. (JTA) 
— Michael Signer, the Jewish mayor of 
Charlottesville, has one thing in com-
mon with the white supremacists who 
descended on his southern Virginia city 
over the weekend: He also opposed the 
removal of a statue of Confederate Gen. 
Robert E. Lee.

Of course, Signer’s reasons for pre-
serving the statue would have appalled 
the supremacists: He agreed with local 
African-American activists who had 
argued that preserving the statue was a 
means of teaching Virginians about the 
horrors of a “dishonorable” cause, the 
Confederacy.

Mayor Signer was on the losing side 
of a 3-2 City Council decision, and the 
statue is now slated for removal. But his 
thoughtful approach, more typical of 
an academic than a politician, has also 
been evident in his counsel during the 
rash of protests that have plagued this 
city: “Don’t take the bait,” he has said.

In giving that advice, Mr. Signer has 
noted that for the first time in his life, 
he has been the target of intense baiting 
as a Jew.

“I can’t see the world through a black 
person’s eyes,” he said at a June 13 ad-
dress at an African-American church, 
where he urged constituents not to give 
in to the impulse to counter hatred with 
hatred.

“I can see it through a Jewish person’s 
eyes; the KKK hates Jews just as much 

as they hate black people. The stuff with 
this group online about Jews is unbe-
lievable, bloodcurdling. The stuff I’ve 
gotten on my phone at my house, you’d 
think it was done a hundred years ago.”

Atty. Signer, 44, a practicing lawyer 
in Charlottesville, also lectures on poli-
tics and leadership at the University of 
Virginia, his law school alma mater. His 
wife, Emily Blout, is an Iran scholar at the 
same university, which is located here.

An Arlington native, Mayor Signer 
is the child of journalists, but in his au-
thor’s autobiography sounds like many 
other younger liberal Jews who note 

with pride their grandparents’ working 
class and intellectual roots:

“My grandfather was a Jeep mechan-
ic for the Army on the European front 
in World War II and lifetime member 
of the proofreaders’ union at the New 
York Times; he lost part of a finger in 
an industrial accident as a young man,” 
he wrote. “My grandmother organized 
seamstresses on her factory floor in 
New York City and later worked as a 
secretary to Hannah Arendt at the New 
School.”

In a January speech declaring Char-
lottesville “a capital of the resistance,” 
Mayor Signer described his grandfather 
as a “Jewish kid raised in the Bronx” 
who was “part of the forces that liberat-
ed the world from Nazism and fascism, 
that laid the groundwork for NATO and 
the Marshall Plan, and for a country that 
lived up to the promises of the Statue of 
Liberty. …

“If he were alive right now, I don’t 
think I could look him in the face and 
say Grandpa, I didn’t fight for the values 
you fought for.”

Before becoming mayor, Atty. Signer 
was known both for his activism in the 
senior reaches of the Democratic Party 
— he was national security adviser for 
John Edwards’ 2008 primary campaign 
— as well as his expertise on a subject 
that has received much attention re-
cently, demagoguery. His 2009 book, 
“Demagogue: The Fight to Save Democ-
racy from its Worst Enemies,” was well 
received.

The book examines successful dema-
gogues left and right: Sen. Joe McCar-
thy, the 1950s anti-communist firebrand 
who plagued the American discourse, 
and Hugo Chavez, the late Venezuelan 
strongman and leftist, both come under 
scrutiny. In December  2015, before the 
presidential primaries, Signer predicted 
that Donald Trump could become a 
“singular menace to our Republic.”

Paraphrasing James Fenimore Coo-
per, Atty. Signer wrote then that Trump 
met all four criteria of an American 
demagogue: “they posture as men of the 
common people; they trigger waves of 
powerful emotion; they manipulate this 
emotion for political benefit; and they 
threaten or break established principles 
of governance.”

Without saying “I told you so” out-
right, this weekend he squarely blamed 
Trump for stoking the populist white 
nationalist fervor that culminated in the 
violence that took the life of one coun-
terprotester, injured dozens of others 
and led to the death of two state troopers 
in a helicopter crash. The rally included 
Nazi flags, chants of “Jews will not re-
place us,” and shouts of “Jew” every time 
a speaker mentioned Signer’s name.

“Look at the campaign he ran,” the 
mayor said on CNN.

Mayor Signer elaborated on NBC’s 
“Meet the Press,” saying of Trump, “I 
think they made a choice in that cam-
paign, a very regrettable one, to really go 
to people’s prejudices, to go to the gut-
ter.”

Charlottesville’s Jewish mayor is an expert  
on demagogues, and now on anti-Semitism

Photo/Screenshot from YouTube

Michael Signer speaking to “Meet the Press,” 
Aug. 14, 2017. 
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Israel Tennis Centers Exhibition Team Visits Youngstown

Members of Israel Tennis Centers 
(ITC) exhibition team showed off their 
skills and shared their stories with mem-
bers of the community in August.

Through the discipline of tennis, ITC 
works to improve the lives of children. It 
fosters sustainable values of self-esteem, 
character and tolerance.

A program modeled on ITC, Beyond 
Tennis, offers Youngstown students in the 
United Way of Mahoning Valley’s Success 
After 6 program the opportunity to ben-
efit from tennis, as well. This year, that 
program will be expanded from six area 
schools to 13.

“When you hear beyond tennis don’t 
be fooled because it’s not really about 
tennis,” said ITC board member Amy 
Hendricks at an event Aug. 21. “Tennis is 
fun and the kids have a great time, but it’s 
the life lessons that we’re teaching these 
kids during tennis that are so important 
to all the children.”

Participants learn perseverance, hard 
work and strategic decision-making, 
Hendricks said.

The Aug. 21 event, held at the Jew-
ish Community Center, celebrated the 
partnership between the Youngstown 
Area Jewish Federation, the United Way, 
Youngstown State University and the ITC. 
Members of the exhibition team also met 
with students of Akiva Academy, the Jew-
ish Community Center preschool, and 
Youngstown Community School, and at-
tended a fundraiser at a private home.

Jessica, a member of the exhibition 

team, has been playing tennis for a few 
years.

“For me, tennis isn’t just about the 
sport,” the 18-year-old said. “I love play-
ing it. It’s a lot of fun, but it’s more of the 
social aspect that I get from the ITC.”

Jessica is also part of the culturally-
diverse Girls Empowerment program, 
where girls learn about nutrition and fit-
ness, as well as coping skills to deal with 
a variety of gender issues and concerns 
including sexism in Israeli society.

“We’re from all over and we are so 
close,” Jessica said. “I think it helps us de-
velop as women in this society, and we’re 
really given the tools to be more success-
ful in the future.”

Her teammate Shadi, also 18, started 
playing tennis 8 years ago.

“The tennis center for me is my second 
home and for me it’s much more,” he said. 
“Through the tennis center I got many 
values and life skills I needed. And now 
I’m standing here before you all talking 
in English, and not just talking in English, 
here standing in U.S. A. So for me it’s in-
credible.”

Founded in 1976, ITC is one of the larg-
est social service organizations for chil-
dren in Israel, serving over 20,000 Israeli 
children every year. The ITC’s 14 centers 
stretch from Kiryat Shmona in the North 
to Beer Sheva in the South. Many of these 
centers are in underprivileged neighbor-
hoods, providing disadvantaged children 
with a safe, structured and nurturing en-
vironment.

By Elise Skolnick

 Amy Hendricks, ITC board member, introduced the exhibition team when they were in
Youngstown. From left to right are Hendricks; team members Ariel, Jennifer, Jessica and Shadi;
Yossi Dahan, an ITC alumnus and current YSU student; and Badia Karkabi, the team coach.

Members of the ITC exhibition team demonstrate what they learned about tennis. From left to 
right are Jennifer, Ariel, Yossi Dahan (ITC alumnus) and Shadi.
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John McCain, Senator Who Made Human Rights and Israel Central to 
His Foreign Policy, Dies at 81

WASHINGTON (JTA) — Sen. John 
McCain, who made human rights and 
Israel centerpieces of his advocacy for a 
robust U.S. influence across the planet, 
has died.

The Arizona Republican died August 
25 at the family ranch in Sedona, Arizona, 
one day after declining further treatment 
for brain cancer. He was 81.

“With the Senator when he passed 
were his wife Cindy and their family,” 
a statement from his office said. “At his 
death, he had served the United States of 
America faithfully for sixty years.”

Never-Trump Republicans and not 
a few Democrats during the campaign 
and presidency of Donald Trump have 
held up McCain as an avatar of what the 
Republican Party once was and still could 
be: the national security flagship ready to 
overcome partisan differences to advance 
U.S. interests. Indeed, the relationship 
that was perhaps most emblematic of 
his dedication to national security and 
bipartisanship was his close friendship 
with Joseph Lieberman, the Orthodox 
Jewish senator from Connecticut.

McCain became in his final years the 
reluctant un-Trump. He was the hero 

who spent 1967-1973 in a Vietnamese 
jail for American POWs, when Trump 
was a swinging young businessman 
who won five deferments from service. 
McCain was the victim of torture who 
led advocacy against the practice, 
while Trump embraced it. McCain was 
the flag bearer for robust American 
interventionism abroad, while Trump 
counsels conciliation and isolationism. 
McCain was candid about his flaws while 
Trump seldom apologizes; McCain took 
long meetings and delved into detail, 
while Trump eschews particulars for the 
big picture; McCain forgave his enemies 
while Trump nurtures his enmities.

McCain failed where Trump succeeded: 
Barack Obama defeated McCain in the 
2008 presidential election and Trump 
defeated Obama’s handpicked successor, 
Hillary Clinton, in the 2016 election. It is 
a difference that Trump reportedly has 
emphasized in recent weeks in explaining 
to his advisers his reluctance to praise 
McCain even as he neared death. (That 
and their acrimonious relationship.)

The very same qualities that perhaps 
cost McCain the presidency helped make 
him a hero of the Jewish and pro-Israel 

communities. The robust interventionism 
that he insistently espoused, even as 
the chaos engendered by the war he 
championed in Iraq turned Americans 
off foreign adventures, included a fierce 
commitment to standing by Israel.

“A passionate advocate for American 
global leadership, Senator McCain 
rightly bemoaned those who favored a 
U.S. pullback from world affairs,” David 
Harris, CEO of the American Jewish 
Committee, said in a statement.

The American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee called McCain “an 
extraordinarily courageous defender of 
liberty.

“Throughout his congressional 
career Senator McCain stood with Israel 
because throughout his life he stood 
up for America’s allies and our shared 
democratic values,” its statement said.

And McCain’s willingness to reach 
across the aisle even to liberal Democrats, 
which likely kept some conservatives 
away from the polls, extended to the 
Jewish community, where he worked 
with human rights activists.

“He was a tireless champion of the 
issues and principles that he held dear, 
from reforming the broken campaign 
finance system, to the effort to bar the use 
of torture by U.S. authorities, to his pivotal 
vote just last year to save the Affordable 
Care Act,” said Rabbi Jonah Dov Pesner, 
who directs the Reform movement’s 
Religious Action Center. “On those issues 
and others including combating climate 
change and strengthening US-Israel 
relations, we were honored to work with 
him. And when we engaged him around 
areas of disagreement, Sen. McCain was 
always honest and straightforward.”

In its statement mourning McCain, the 
Jewish Democratic Council of America 
noted that he “rose above politics and 
represented his values.”

McCain was a scion of a fighting family. 
His grandfather and father had graduated 
the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, 
Maryland, and he did as well and was 
soon a combat pilot flying missions 
over Vietnam. His plane was shot down 
and he was captured in 1967. Upon 
his release in 1973, he remained in the 

Navy and eventually became its liaison 
to the Senate, which is where he became 
interested in politics.

It was in that capacity that he first 
visited Israel in the late 1970s, and 
a scene at Ben Gurion Airport fused 
what were to become two overarching 
passions in his political career: Israel and 
human rights. McCain was accompanying 
Sen. Henry “Scoop” Jackson, D-Wash., 
who had spearheaded pressure on 
the Nixon and Ford administrations to 
squeeze the Soviet Union into allowing 
Jewish emigration.

“And I will never forget at the airport 
there was a crowd of people that were 
there to show their appreciation for 
Scoop, and he stopped some in the crowd 
and told us to stop so that he could greet 
Nathan Sharansky’s wife, and I will never 
forget that one as long as I live,” McCain 
said in a 2008 campaign interview 
with the Los Angeles Jewish Journal. 
Sharansky at the time was a Prisoner of 
Zion.

McCain left the Navy in 1981 and went 
to work for his second wife’s father, who 
ran an Arizona beer distributorship. 
He won a race for the U.S. House of 
Representatives in 1982 and for the 
Senate in 1986, and since has been re-
elected to the Senate.

Two years later, Lieberman joined 
him in that body and they soon formed 
a fast friendship. They traveled together 
countless times to Israel, and in the 
mid-2000s, Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., 
joined them on their overseas trips, to 
Israel and everywhere else where McCain 
determined the United States should 
make its strength known to allies and 
enemies. They were often photographed 
together – they called themselves “the 
Three Amigos” – each grinning, wearing 
the senator-abroad uniform of a blazer 
and an open collar button-down shirt.

They seemed to have had a blast 
together, and McCain went deep blue at 
an Israeli Embassy reception in 2012 that 
honored Lieberman as he retired from 
the Senate. He described the alternating 
sensations of alarm and boredom that 

By Ron Kampeas
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U.S. Sens. John McCain and Joseph Lieberman, right, place notes in the Western Wall 
in Jerusalem
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that came through from the corn. They 
were golden brown pillows of joy.

Arepas essentially are griddle cakes 
made from pre-cooked cornmeal that 
can be prepared in myriad ways: grilled, 
fried or sauteed in oil. In addition they 
can be stuffed, topped with ingredients 
— extra ingredients can even be mixed 
into the dough. They also can be made 
on the sweet side — my grandmother 
would put a little sugar in the dough -- 
but they are more commonly served as 
a savory dish.

Arepas are a popular staple in Co-
lombian and Venezuelan cuisines. My 
Mami Lucy — she never liked being 
called grandmother because it made her 
sound old — was born in Colombia. She 
told me that Venezuelans are known for 
making more elaborate arepas, while 
Colombians keep them pretty simple.

These spiced lamb arepas with hum-
mus are definitely not your traditional 
arepa, but the flavors work so well to-
gether with the mild corn flavor in 
the masa (dough). I sauteed them to 
achieve a char on the outside, which 
creates a delightful crunch that is met by 
the creaminess of the hummus. Spiced 
ground lamb then coats your tongue, 
and the sweet tomatoes, mint and pine 
nuts just bring the whole thing together.
Ingredients:
For the homemade arepas (can also 
use pre-packaged arepas):
2 cups masarepa (I used the goya brand)
1 teaspoon salt
4 cups warm water 
Olive oil for sauteeing
For the lamb:
1 1/2 pounds ground lamb
kosher salt to taste
10 turns of freshly ground black pepper
1/2 teaspoon ground coriander
1/8 teaspoon cinnamon
Pinch of ground allspice
1/2 teaspoon onion powder
1/2 teaspoon garlic powder
1/2 teaspoon paprika
1 tablespoon olive oil

For serving:
1/2 to 1 cup store bought hummus (or 
homemade hummus)
1/4 cup fresh mint leaves, chiffonade
1/2 cup tomato, diced
1/4 cup red bell pepper, diced (optional)
1/4 cup toasted pine nuts

Directions:
1. Mix the masarepa, water and 

salt in a bowl until well combined. Let 
stand for a few minutes until the mix-
ture sticks together.

2. Separately, in another bowl, sea-
son ground lamb with all the spices.

3. Heat olive oil in a saute pan over 
medium high heat. Cook lamb until ful-
ly browned. Keep warm (covered) until 
ready to serve.

4. Form arepa patties about 3 to 4 
inches across and 1/2 inch in thickness 
using hands.

5. Coat a saute pan with olive oil and 
cook arepas until brown (or charred, 
depending on preference) on both sides. 
Both sides should be crispy.

6. Allow to cool and then slice the 
arepa lengthwise.

7. Spread hummus on the top and 
bottom flap of the arepa. Add the spiced 
lamb mixture and top with diced to-
mato, diced pepper, pine nuts and mint. 
Serve immediately or at room tempera-
ture. Serves 8 arepas (4 servings).

 (Sandy Leibowitz is a trained chef, recipe 
developer and food blogger. She has worked at 
various New York restaurants. Find more of 
her recipes at www.thekoshertomato.com and 
follow her on instagram @thekoshertomato.)

The Nosher food blog offers a dazzling ar-
ray of new and classic Jewish recipes and food 
news, from Europe to Yemen, from challah to 
shakshuka and beyond. Check it out at www.
TheNosher.com.

Journal  editor’s note: When I made these, 
I used only 3 cups of water, the amount the rec-
ipe on the masarepa package calls for. Using  
1 1/2 pounds of lamb left me with plenty left 
over. I’d recommend using 3/4 lb. of lamb, but 
leave the spice amounts as the recipe calls for.

This would make quite a treat for Sukkot 
when our traditions suggests various stuffed 
foods.

Arepas (cont’d from p.  40)
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was the job of being a companion to an 
Orthodox Jew.

The friendship even earned a gibe from 
Jon Stewart, the late-night comedian who 
was both a friend and nemesis of McCain. 
Someone ought to tell the senator, he 
joked on the “The Daily Show,” that there 
are plenty of Jews in Israel, he doesn’t 
have to bring his own.

Lieberman by 2008 was no longer a 
Democrat but was still caucusing with 
the party. That didn’t stop him from 
endorsing his friend, and McCain thought 
seriously of repaying the compliment 
by naming Lieberman his running mate. 
The Republican establishment mightily 
resisted, saying Lieberman’s backing for 
reproductive rights would drive away 
conservatives, and McCain at the last 
minute chose Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin.

“It was sound advice that I could reason 
for myself,” he wrote this year in “The 
Restless Wave,” his final book, describing 
the GOP insistence that Lieberman was a 
bad bet. “But my gut told me to ignore it 
and I wish I had.”

It will never be known if Palin – who 
seemed callow and unprepared – cost 

McCain the presidency, but she appeared 
to have cost him Jewish votes. In polling 
before the pick, Obama was at 60 percent, 
low for a community that tends to vote 
for Democrats in the 70s. On Election 
Day, Obama garnered at least 74 percent 
of the Jewish vote.

McCain in that election and 
subsequently was a vigorous advocate of 
using all means of pressure to keep Iran 
from obtaining a nuclear weapon.

“I have to look you in the eye and tell 
you that the United States of America can 
never allow a second Holocaust,” he told 
Israel’s Channel 2 during the campaign.

McCain repeatedly hammered Obama 
for his expressed willingness to meet with 
Iran’s leaders and later on led the charge 
against the 2015 deal spearheaded by 
Obama that swapped sanctions relief 
for a partial rollback of Iran’s nuclear 
program. (Trump despised the deal and 
pulled out of it this year.)

McCain’s willingness to buck his party 
was perhaps most pronounced in his 
outspokenness on torture, and that was 
an issue where he found common cause 
with liberal Jews. He had a long meeting 
with Rabbis for Human Rights (the group 
now known as T’ruah) in 2005 and it left 

from previous page
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an impression. The group briefed McCain 
on Israel’s High Court ban on torture in 
1999 – and it subsequently became a 
talking point for him.

He also joined with Jewish former 
Sen. Russ Feingold, D-Wis., in passing 
an act informally named for them that 
limited campaign giving. His party leader, 
Sen. Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., led one 
of the legal challenges to the law that 
culminated in its gutting by the Supreme 
Court in 2010.

McCain had difficulty cultivating 
evangelical Christians – their support 
for George W. Bush in 2000 was a factor 
that kept McCain from winning the GOP 
nomination that year – but in 2008 he 
secured the endorsement of Pastor 
John Hagee, who founded Christians 
United for Israel. McCain dumped Hagee, 
however, after it was revealed that Hagee 
had espoused a theology that cast the 
Holocaust as a means of ingathering the 
Jews in Israel.

“Obviously I find these remarks and 
others deeply offensive and indefensible, 
and I repudiate them,” McCain said at 
the time. “I did not know of them before 
Reverend Hagee’s endorsement, and I 
feel I must reject his endorsement as 

well.”
His credo was forgiveness – seeking it 

from others and proffering it. Appearing 
with Obama at a 2008 faith forum, McCain 
said his Christian faith “means I’m saved 
and forgiven. Our faith encompasses not 
just America but the world.” In the 1980s 
and 1990s, he joined then-Sen. John 
Kerry, D-Mass., another Vietnam War 
veteran, in leading the normalization of 
relations with Vietnam.

He was magnanimous to those who 
opposed the war at home as well. An 
anti-war activist, David Ifshin, traveled 
to Hanoi to speak out against the war, 
and his words were piped into McCain’s 
cell. Years later Ifshin, who had become 
a lawyer with AIPAC and came to 
appreciate a robust U.S. military posture, 
sought out McCain for his forgiveness.

They became fast friends. 
“What David taught me and, I suspect, 

what he taught a great many people,” 
McCain said, “was how narrow are the 
differences that separate us in a society 
united in its regard for justice, in a 
country in love with liberty.”
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 Early term babies at greater risk for diabetes and obesity-linked diseases
BEER-SHEVA, Israel — Aug. 7– 

Early term deliveries impact babies’ 
long-term health with increased risk of 
diabetes and obesity-related illnesses as 
well as a shortened life span, according 
to a new study by Ben-Gurion Univer-
sity of the Negev researchers.

 “Early term” is defined as delivery 
between 37 and 39 weeks. Pregnancy is 
considered at full term when gestation 
has lasted between 37 and 42 weeks. 
Babies born between 39 and 41 weeks 
of gestation have better outcomes than 
those born either before or afterward.

 In the study, published in the Ameri-
can Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecol-
ogy, the researchers investigated hospi-
talizations of children up to age 18 to 
determine the impact that early-term 
versus full-term gestation had on pedi-
atric health and hospitalizations. 

A population-based cohort analysis 
was conducted of 54,073 early-term de-
liveries and 171,000 full-term deliveries.

 “We found that hospitalizations up 
to the age of 18 involving endocrine 

and metabolic morbidity were found 
to be more common in the early-term 
group as compared with the full-term 
group, especially at ages five and older,” 
says Prof. Eyal Sheiner, M.D., Ph.D., a 
vice dean of the BGU Faculty of Health 
Sciences and head of the Department 
of Obstetrics and Gynecology at So-
roka University Medical Center. What’s 
more, “Obesity was significantly more 
frequent among the early term.” 

The researchers also discovered that 
children older than five exhibited sig-
nificantly higher rates of type I diabetes 
mellitus when born early term.

 “Pregnancies ending at early term 
were more likely to be complicated by 
hypertensive disorders and maternal 
diabetes (both gestational and pre-ges-
tational). Deliveries were more often 
cesarean, and mean birth weight was 
significantly smaller,” Dr. Sheiner says. 
“Babies delivered at early term were also 
more likely to be low birth weight -- less 
than 5.5 pounds (2.5 kilograms).”

These diseases may increase the 

likelihood of other associated maladies 
with a detrimental long-term impact on 
one’s health and well-being, increased 
lifetime healthcare expenditures and a 
shorter life span, the researchers con-
clude.

 Other researchers who participated 
in the study include Dr. Tamar Wein-
stock, Dr. Daniela Landau and Ruslan 
Sergienko of BGU’s School of Public 
Health. Dr. Dorit Paz and Dr. Asnat 
Walfisch are affiliated with the Depart-
ment of Obstetrics and Gynecology at 
Soroka University Medical Center.

American Associates, Ben-Gurion 
University of the Negev plays a vital role 
in sustaining David Ben-Gurion’s vision: 
creating a world-class institution of edu-
cation and research in the Israeli desert, 

nurturing the Negev community and 
sharing the University’s expertise locally 
and around the globe. 

As Ben-Gurion University of the Ne-
gev looks ahead to turning 50 in 2020, 
AABGU imagines a future that goes be-
yond the walls of academia. It is a future 
where BGU invents a new world and in-
spires a vision for a stronger Israel and its 
next generation of leaders. Together with 
supporters, AABGU will help the Univer-
sity foster excellence in teaching, research 
and outreach to the communities of the 
Negev for the next 50 years and beyond. 

Visit vision.aabgu.org to learn more.
AABGU is headquartered in Manhat-

tan and has nine regional offices through-
out the United States. For more informa-
tion, visit www.aabgu.org.

Health   Mazel Tov

Youngstown native Devra Silverman 
has accepted a position with the 
Mayerson JCC of Cincinnati as Youth and 
Family Programming Specialist. A 2015 
graduate of the University of Cincinnati, 

she has spent the last three years in 
Savannah, Ga. at the Jewish Educational 
Alliance/Jewish Federation. While there 
she was the Community Engagement 
Coordinator working with PJ Library 
families, BBYO teens and Hillel students. 
Through her efforts, 200 new college 
students were engaged at the SCAD Hillel 
(Savannah College of Art and Design). She 
also planned and implemented the Judaic 
curriculum for camp and aftercare at the 
JEA. While in Savannah, she was one of 14 
young JCC professionals in the U.S. chosen 
to participate in the prestigious Merrin 
Fellowship, an 18-month professional 
development program for those who 
work with teens at JCCs around the 
country.

Her new position at the Mayerson JCC 
will include managing and supporting 
the staff of PJ Library, the extended 
care program, J Play and Club J, as well 
as creating and developing children’s 
classes and teen programs.

Devra is the daughter of Harry and 
Elyse Silverman and the granddaughter 
of Estelle Silverman.

Devra Silverman

Best Wishes for 
a Happy and 

Healthy New Year
Terri & Steve 

Anderson

Wishing You 
a New Year 
of Health, 

Happiness, and 
Peace

Claudia and Mel 
Moss

Wishing You a New Year of 
Health, Happiness, and Peace

Louise & Fred Kannensohn

Susan & Aron 
Blecher Wish 

Family and 
Friends a Happy 

New Year

Best Wishes for 
a Happy and 

Healthy New Year
Marilyn and 

Stephen 
Sniderman

L’Shanah Tova
Sherri & Gary 

Clayman

Best Wishes for 
a Happy and 

Healthy New Year
The Bogen Family

Wishing You 
a New Year 
of Health, 

Happiness, and 
Peace.  

Jim & Bobby Pazol
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NY Jewish Museum shows Modigiani works
Opening September 2017, the Jew-

ish Museum presents an exhibition of 
early drawings by Amedeo Modigliani—
many of which are being shown for the 
first time in the United States. Acquired 
directly from the artist by Dr. Paul Alex-
andre, his close friend and first patron, 
these works illuminate Modigliani’s heri-
tage as an Italian Sephardic Jew as pivotal 
to understanding his artistic output.

The exhibition will include approxi-
mately 150 works, those from the Alex-
andre collection as well as a selection of 
Modigliani’s paintings, sculptures, and 
other drawings from collections around 
the world. Modigliani’s art will be com-
plemented by work representative of the 
various multicultural influences—Afri-
can, Greek, Egyptian, and Khmer—that 
inspired the young artist during this 
lesser-known early period.

Among the works featured are a mys-
terious, unfinished portrait of Dr. Alex-
andre, never seen before in the United 
States; impressions of the theater; life 
studies and female nudes, among them 
the Russian poet Anna Akhmatovada.

The exhibit runs from Sept. 15, 2017 
until Feb. 4, 2018

Seated Female Nude, possibly Anna 
Akhmatova, c. 1911. Black crayon on paper. 
Paul Alexandre Family, courtesy of Rich-
ard Nathanson, London. Image provided 
by Richard Nathanson, photographed by 
Prudence Cuming Associates, London

‘Story Songs’ at Thomases Gallery
Culture

“Story Songs” an exhibit of Bruce 
Pipman paintings with poetry by Den-
nis R. Kolakowski will be displayed in 
the Thomases Family Endowmenr of the 
Youngstown Area Jewish Federation Art 
Gallery from Sept. 28 through Nov. 15.

An opening reception takes place on 
Thursday, Sept. 28 from 5:30 – 7 p.m.

“Magic Realism” is a series of art-
works that serve as metaphors for the 
nature of man. The works of the artist 
are primarily developed via acrylics,  
ink, and inspiration. 

In his artist’s statement, Mr. Pip-
man says, “Insight starts with knowing 
yourself. The viewers complete the pic-
ture.

The viewer makes a personal inter-
pretation of what they see.”

He says “My ideas are unique and 
original with humor and intelligence, 
decorative and very interesting to look at.

By expressing personal ideas, he says 
he is less concerned with observing tried 
and true approaches. “I believe that the 
truth in life lies beneath the surface and 
in my paintings I try to scratch at that 
surface.”

Mr. Pipman holds a bachelor’s degree 
in sociology from Kent State University. 
He worked as a consultant and recruiter 
in the technology and engineering fields 
with various companies in the region 
before retiring and devoting his time to 
painting. .

Writer  Dennis R. Kolakowski has 
had poems with paintings recently ac-
cepted/published at Poetry Pacific, Scar-
let Leaf Review, Indiana Voice Journal, 
Oddville Press, Zombie Logic Review, 
and Summerset Review; short stories, 
essays and poetry published in the 70s 
and 80s, and has been screenwriting 
over the past ten years.

Sisters, acrylic on cavas, 12” x 16”

   Education
New Kent State Jewish Studies Program Scholarship

The Kent State University Jewish 
Studies program is proud to announce 
the new Marion C. and William B. Risman 
Scholarship.

Available for the first time this 
semester, the scholarship is designed 
to encourage students who have 
demonstrated the capacity to achieve 
educational and professional goals and 
the initiative to seek opportunities to 
further their progress. The scholarship 

is available to all students with a Jewish 
Studies minor and at least a 3.5 GPA, 
though preference will be given to 
sophomore students. The funds from 
this scholarship can be applied to tuition, 
room and board, and college fees, and the 
scholarship is renewable for up to three 
additional years.

The Risman family has a long history 
and strong relationship with Kent State 
University, with members of the family 

serving on the Foundation Board of 
Directors and the University Board of 
Trustees. In addition to this scholarship, 
the Rismans have also helped fund more 
than 30 Medallion Scholarships.

Students interested in applying for 
the scholarship can find the application 
on the Jewish Studies website, www.
kent.edu/jewishstudies. The submission 
deadline is November 1.
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U.S. opioid epidemic reaches new level of crisis in overdoses, cost 
BOSTON August 28 — A new study 

of the growing United States opioid 
epidemic reveals that deaths from over-
doses have nearly doubled over the past 
seven years, while increasing acute care 
costs and hospitalizations are taxing 
health care systems.

The new paper, “The Critical Care 
Crisis of Opioid Overdoses in the Unit-
ed States” published online ahead of 
print in the Annals of the American Tho-
racic Society is believed to be the first to 
quantify the impact of opioid abuse on 
critical care resources in the U.S. The 
findings reveal that opioid-related de-
mand for acute care services has out-
stripped the available supply.

In the cohort study, researchers from 
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev in 
Israel, Harvard Medical School and the 
University of Chicago analyzed nearly 23 
million adult hospital admissions at 162 
hospitals in 44 states over a seven-year pe-
riod: Jan. 1, 2009 through Sept. 30, 2015. 

Among the more than 4 million pa-
tients requiring acute care, the researchers 
found 21,705 who were admitted to inten-

sive care units due to opioid overdoses. 
Admissions included overdoses for pre-
scription drugs, methadone or heroin.

Opioid overdoses had increased even 
more in the past two years, which were 
not part of the study.

“We found a 34 percent increase in 
overdose-related ICU admissions while 
ICU opioid deaths nearly doubled dur-
ing that same period,” according to Dr. 
Lena Novack, Ph.D., a lecturer in BGU’s 
School of Public Health. The mortality 
rates of these patients climbed at roughly 
the same rate, on average, with a steeper 
rise in deaths of patients admitted to the 
ICU for overdose after 2012.

The average cost of care per ICU 
overdose admission also rose signifi-
cantly — 58 percent — from $58,517 
in 2009 to $92,408 in 2015. In addition, 
the study indicated that opioid-related 
ICU admissions increased an average 
of more than half a percent each year 
over the seven-year timeframe, jumping 
from seven percent to 10 percent by the 
end of the study period.

Patients admitted to the ICU due to 

an overdose increasingly required in-
tensive care, including high-cost renal 
replacement therapy or dialysis.

Admissions were identified using 
the Clinical Data Base/Resource Man-
agerTM of Vizient, Inc, which compris-
es data mainly from urban academic 
medical centers and may not reflect 
overdose-related acute care needs in 
other settings [such as Ohio]

“Our estimates may actually be on 
the low side,” Dr. Novack says. Since our 
team of researchers analyzed admis-
sions rather than a manual chart review, 
we may not have captured every ad-
mission if opioid-related complications 
weren’t coded as such.”

The study also did not determine 
whether increased ICU admissions for 
opioid overdoses resulted from im-
proved community emergency response 
that may have saved lives but then re-
quired critical care, or whether the in-
creased ICU admissions indicated that 
community emergency response needs 
improvement so patients require a less 
intensive hospital care.

States with the highest opioid 
hospitalizations

The researchers found that Massachu-
setts and Indiana have the highest opioid 
admission densities in the nation. Penn-
sylvania experienced the sharpest rise 
in opioid-related overdoses during the 
study period, with critical care overdose 
admissions nearly doubling since 2009. 
Illinois, California, New York, and Indi-
ana have also experienced ICU admis-
sion rate increases during the period.

“Our findings raise the need for a na-
tional approach to developing safe strat-
egies to care for ICU overdose patients, 
to providing coordinated resources in 
the hospital for patients and families, 
and to helping survivors maintain sobri-
ety following discharge,” the researchers 
conclude

In addition to Dr. Novack, research-
ers involved in the study are Drs. Jennifer 
P. Stevens, John Marshall and Douglas J. 
Hsu at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center, Department of Medicine, Har-
vard Medical School and Dr. Michael J. 
Howell, University of Chicago.

Health
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• Powder Dip

Wishing You a New 
Year of Health, 
Happiness, and 

Peace
Carol Gottesman

Best wishes for a 
Healthy, Happy, 

Prosperous New Year 
with Peace, Love and 

Kindness to all.
Alan R. & June D. 

Kretzer

L’Shanah Tova
Bonnie, Lee, Korey, 

Taylor & Lexi Burdman

L’Shanah Tova
Bruce & Suzyn 

Schwebel Epstein

Best Wishes for a 
Happy and Healthy 

New Year
Kim, Jeff, Zak & Zoe 
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Best Wishes for a Happy 
 and Healthy New Year

Dr. Mari Alschuler

Wishing You a New Year of 
Health, Happiness, and Peace
Andrea Duval & Aaron Duval

Wishing You a New Year of 
Health, Happiness, and Peace
Linda &  Howard Sniderman

Best Wishes for a Happy and 
Healthy New Year

Ron & Shari Della Penna

L’Shanah Tova
Sam & Kathy Kooperman

Best Wishes for a Happy and 
Healthy New Year

Gary & Ellen Weiss
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The Weisbergs
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Phyllis & Art Friedman

Wishing You 
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Peace
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New Year’s Greetings from 
Sharyn & Charlie Dunlap
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· Children of Israel Congregation 
Congregation B'nai Yisroel 

May you have a Happy and Healthy New Year! 

Greetings from 

The Board of Directors
Alvin Weisberg, President 

The entire Kravitz staff 
joins in wishing you a 

Happy New Year
  See us for all your 

Holiday needs! 3135 Belmont Avenue 
Liberty Township 

330.759.7889 

Poland' Library 
330.757.2330 

(JTA) — Yis-
rael Kristal, 
a Holocaust 
survivor 
from Haifa 
who was 
recognized 
by Guinness 
World Re-
cords as the 
oldest man in 

the world, has died, a month before 
his 114th birthday.

Haaretz reported that Kristal died 
Friday, Aug. 11.

Born on Sept. 15, 1903, in the 
town of Zarnow, Poland, Kristal 
moved to Lodz in 1920 to work in 
his family’s candy business. He con-
tinued operating the business after 

the Nazis forced the city’s Jews into 
a ghetto, where Kristal’s two children 
died. In 1944, he was deported to 
Auschwitz, where his wife, whom he 
had married at 25, was killed.

In 1950, he moved to Haifa with 
his second wife and their son, work-
ing again as a confectioner. In addi-
tion to his son and daughter, Kristal 
has numerous grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

Guiness recognized him as the 
world’s oldest living man in 2016. 
When asked at the time what his se-
cret was to long life, Kristal said: “I 
don’t know the secret for long life. I 
believe that everything is determined 
from above and we shall never know 
the reasons why. There have been 
smarter, stronger and better-looking 

World’s oldest man, a Holocaust survivor in Israel, dies at 113

LAS VEGAS – Joel Lackey 70, 
passed away peacefully at his home 
in Las Vegas.

Joel was a native of Youngstown 
and the son of Martin and Ella Lack-
ey, who are both deceased.

He is survived by his wife, Julie; 
daughter Heather (James) Seidel of 
Boulder, Colo.; stepchildren Damon 
(Kim) Podolny of Rohnert Park, Ca-
lif., and Ashley Schwartz of Santa 
Rosa, Calif.; grandson Evan Breese 
of Boulder; step-granddaughters 
Makenzie and Bailey Schwartz of 
Santa Rosa; sister Linda (Jay) Miller 
of Cleveland; and nieces Arin (Jo-
seph Tait) Miller-Tait and Carrie 
Miller (Steven Rys) of Cleveland.

He was predeceased by his broth-
er, David.

He is also survived by aunts, un-
cles and many cousins.

Joel cherished and maintained 
many lifelong friendships that start-
ed in his youth at West Boulevard 
Elementary School in Boardman. 
Joel graduated from Boardman High 
School and later The Ohio State Uni-
versity, where he played guitar pro-
fessionally for several years. He re-
ceived his pilot’s license at that time, 
and did some skydiving, but his pas-
sion for motorcycles and guitars last-
ed all his life.

Joel got involved in the jewelry 
business after graduating from col-
lege in 1970, where he began cutting 
rough opals, he then apprenticed at 
the Diamond Dealers Club in New 
York. From there he went to Miami. 
to join Balogh Jewelers, where he was 
exposed to sales and the appraisal 
business. In 1978, he co-founded 
Kravit Estate Jewelry and was in-
cluded in the very first issue of Who’s 
Who in the Jewelry Business, pub-
lished by JCK magazine. He studied 
at GIA in California and attained his 
graduate Gemologist status.

Joel worked in the jewelry indus-
try in California for many years and 
eventually moved to Las Vegas, estab-
lishing a branch of the Jewelry Judge, 
a network of independent certified 
jewelry appraisers. He also hosted a 
weekly radio show based around jew-
elry information helpful to the con-
sumer. He served as president of the 
Las Vegas chapter of the GIA Alumni 
Association and was a member of the 
National Association of Jewelry Ap-
praisers.

As Joel would say, he had a won-
derful life.

In lieu of flowers, donations to 
pancan.org would be greatly appreci-
ated.

Joel Lackey

COITSVILLE – Funeral services 
will be held at 1 p.m. on Friday at 
the Fox Funeral Home in Boardman 
for Fern B. Sacolick, 60, who passed 
away peacefully on Monday.

Fern was born March 27, 1957, a 
daughter of Eugene and Esther Da-
vidson Sacolick.

She was a 1975 graduate of Board-
man High School.

Fern was a member of Ohev 
Tzedek-Shaareri Torah Congrega-
tion. She had a great love for animals 
and enjoyed watching the Pittsburgh 
Steelers and NASCAR.

Besides her mother of Boardman, 

Fern leaves to cherish her memory, 
her sister, Shari M. Sacolick; brother 
Dr. Alan (Ruth) Sacolick of Columbus; 
nephew David; and niece Madison.

There are no calling hours.
Interment will take place at Ohev 

Tzedek Cemetery.
Memorial tributes can be made 

in Fern’s memory to Animal Char-
ity Humane Society, 4140 Market St., 
Boardman, OH 44512.

Arrangements were made by the 
Fox Funeral Home in Boardman.

Family and friends may visit www.
foxfuneralhome.org to view this obit-
uary and to send condolences.

Fern Sacolick

men than me who are no longer alive. 
All that is left for us to do is to keep 
on working as hard as we can and re-
build what is lost.”

Last year, when he turned 113, 

about 100 family members celebrat-
ed his bar mitzvah, a century after 
he missed it due to the upheavals of 
World War I.

(Courtesy of family)

Yisrael Kristal

In Memoriam
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By Liz Rueven

(The Nosher via JTA) — Pomegran-
ates, or rimonim in Hebrew, are among 
the most recognizable and highly sym-
bolic fruits in Jewish culture. Origi-
nating in Persia, these reddish, thick-
skinned fruits (technically a berry) be-
gin to appear in markets at the end of 
summer and are readily available for 
holiday cooking by Rosh Hashanah.

According to Gil Marks in The Ency-
clopedia of Jewish Food, the abundance 
of seeds, encased in a protective and 
leathery skin, is associated with the To-
rah’s 613 commandments. They serve as 
symbols of righteousness and fruitful-
ness.

This ancient fruit, prized for its juice 
and seeds (called arils), is mentioned in 
the Bible as one of the seven most boun-
tiful agriculture products of ancient Is-
rael and is even mentioned six times in 
the Song of Songs.

In biblical times, pomegranates were 
used to add tart flavors to ancient dishes 
before lemons and tomatoes were dis-
covered. Since then, pomegranates have 
been used to add unique and complex 
dimensions to Sephardic and central 
Asian soups, stews, sauces, chutneys 
and desserts. They may be juiced, dried, 
reduced, ground or pressed into pome-
granate oil.

Today, pomegranates are prized for 
their antioxidant and potent nutritional 
value, just as they were in ancient Egypt 
when the seeds were believed to heal 
intestinal disorders. Juice, molasses (ac-
tually a reduction and thickening of the 
juice and sometimes called pomegran-
ate concentrate or syrup) and arils are 

used in a wide range of applications in-
cluding cocktails, glazes, simmer sauces, 
and glistening toppings for green salads 
and vegetable dishes.

In The New Persian Kitchen, author 
Louisa Shafia offers numerous pome-
granate dishes, including a classic Ira-
nian stew called fesenjan that is often 
served at celebrations. The chicken is 
cooked with beets and thickened with 
coarsely ground walnuts and pome-
granate molasses. As in many Persian 
dishes, pomegranate seeds are used as a 
glistening, jewel-like garnish.

Ms. Shafia illustrates removing the 
seeds a few different ways, but I like the 
“water method” best. Simply slice off 
the two ends and quarter the fruit with 
a knife. Submerge the quarters in a bowl 

of cold water and pull out the seeds with 
your fingers. The pith and skin float to 
the surface as the arils sink to the bot-

tom. Scoop out everything but the seeds 
and pour water and seeds through a 
mesh colander to collect them.

Consider using pomegranates in 
your Rosh Hashanah meals when it is 
considered a positive omen, or segulah, 
to incorporate symbolic foods in our 
holiday menus. Make this easy chicken 
dish and you’ll have both bountiful and 
sweet symbols covered.

Holiday chicken is especially potent 
with pomegranates goodness as this 
symbolic fruit is used in three ways: 
juice, molasses and arils (seeds). The fla-
vors are bold, tangy and  slightly sweet 
— a Middle Eastern-influenced sweet 
and sour.

Pomegranates are highly symbolic in 
Jewish tradition, most often associated 
with fertility and good deeds. By com-
bining the tart flavors of pomegranates 
with honey here, the sweetness balances 
the tang and positive energy is imbued 
in this main course for Rosh Hashanah.

(See recipe on adjacent page.)

Holiday goodness: pomegranate and honey glazed chicken

Your Favorite

Manischewitz & 

Mogen David 

Kosher Wines

Churchill Commons

Featuring
Empire Frozen Poultry

Hebrew National Products 
Briskets

Leg of Lamb

Manischewitz, Mother’s, Streitz, Rokeach, Joyva Kosher Products

For all your Rosh Hashanah needs

Locally owned
and operated

Make every day 
taste better

See our expanded Kosher section
4700 BELMONT AVENUE

759-9502

Greetings and Best Wishes for the New Year

Cuisine

Saffron rice – a perfect accompaniment
By Patricia R. Kelvin

Editor Jewish Journal
Rice is not mentioned in the Bible 

— unlike pomegranates — but Middle 
Eastern, Central Asian, Indian, and 
Sephardi Jews have been enjoying rice 
together with saffron for centuries.

Pilaf — the roots of the word are 
found in ancient Sanskrit and Persian 

— has hundreds of varieties, and is fre-
quently a main dish with the addition of 
meats, fruits and nuts, additional spices, 
and vegetables. 

Given the richness of the pomegran-
ate chicken (recipe on adjacent page), a 
pilaf can be a simple side dish along with 
a green vegetable creates a delicious, bal-
anced meal.

(Recipe on adjacent page)
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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Siegal Lifelong Learning Program

‘Tribe talk: New Jewish Conversations’ begins  
with discussion on the Kotel controversy

Case Western Reserve University’s 
Siegal Lifelong Learning Program an-
nounces its fall lineup for the second 
annual “Tribe Talk: New Jewish Con-
versations.”

The monthly talk-show-style pro-
gram is an innovative, informative, and 
engaging conversation on trending news 
from the Jewish world. This year’s series 
begins with featured guest Ruchi Koval, 
co-founder and associate director of the 
Jewish Family Experience, who will join 
hosts Brian Amkraut, executive direc-
tor of the Siegal Lifelong Learning Pro-
gram, and Alanna Cooper, director of 
Jewish Lifelong Learning.

Among other compelling topics, Ms. 
Koval, Mr. Amkraut and Ms. Cooper 
will discuss and analyze the ongoing 
controversy surrounding prayer at the 
Kotel in Jerusalem.

The program will be held at Siegal 
Lifelong Learning’s facility in the Land-
mark Centre, 25700 Science Park Dr., 
Suite 100, Beachwood, on Monday, 
Sept. 18 at 7 p.m. Refreshments will be 
served.

The Kotel controversy came to a 
head in June, when the Israeli govern-
ment reneged on its commitment to 
create an official egalitarian prayer sec-
tion at the Western Wall. Some have 
criticized this move as a vote against 
women, as further alienating American 
Jews from Israel and as deepening the 
rift between Orthodox and other Jew-

ish movements.
“There are accusations and resent-

ment on both sides about the roles of 
women in prayer,” Koval said. “I appre-
ciate the opportunity to discuss these 
ideas in a measured and respectful way.”

Amkraut said the topic is especially 
timely and carries broad significance.

“The unprecedented response from 
American Jewish leaders, including po-
tentially withholding funding, demon-
strates the emotional impact the deci-
sions of Israeli politicians can have on 
Jews living thousands of miles away,” he 
said.

Cooper added, “The news is unfold-
ing at a rapid pace. By the time mid-
September rolls around, the Kotel con-
troversy may fade into the background 
a bit as other issues heat up. Tribe Talk is 
nimble. Our goal is to address the press-
ing topics of the day. Audience members 
can expect a timely conversation when-
ever they join us.”

Other Tribe Talk guests this fall in-
clude Dan Moulthrop, CEO of the City 
Club of Cleveland, and Kevin Adelstein, 

president, publisher and CEO of Cleve-
land Jewish Publication Co./Cleveland 
Jewish News.

Tribe Talk: New Jewish Conversa-
tions is free and open to the community. 
Advance registration is recommended. 
For information, visit www.case.edu/
lifelonglearning/tribe-talk or call 216 
368 2091.

Tribe Talk is a program of Case 
Western Reserve University’s Siegal 
Lifelong Learning Program, in partner-
ship with the Cleveland Jewish News and 
the Cleveland Jewish News Foundation. 

Siegal Lifelong Learning offers inno-
vative and engaging programming for 
adults of all ages to pursue their love of 
learning. 

Classes, workshops and lectures pro-
vide opportunities for participants to 
interact with internationally renowned 
scholars who share their cutting-edge 
research, and to engage in lively conver-
sation about current topics of interest. 
For more information, visit http://case.
edu/lifelonglearning/ or call 216 368-
2090.

(JTA) — More than five centuries af-
ter King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella 
expelled the Jews of Spain, the language 
of the exiles is to be formally honored by 
the country’s leading linguistic author-
ity.

Spain’s leading linguistic authority 
will create an academy in Israel dedi-
cated to the study and preservation of 
the Ladino language. The institution 
will be the 24th branch of the Spanish 
Royal Academy, the Guardian reported 
last week.

Dario Villanueva, director of the 
Spanish Royal Academy, said Ladino is 
“an extraordinarily important cultural 
and historical phenomenon” that de-
served its own academy.

Nine Ladino specialists have been 
appointed to help start the institution’s 
work. The academy’s 23 other branches 
specialize in other Spanish dialects and 
are located across Latin America and 
other countries, such as the Philippines.

Ladino, sometimes referred to as Ju-
deo-Spanish, is an endangered species 
in the language world. Some estimates 
say fewer than 100,000 people currently 
know how to speak it.

“The idea isn’t to absorb Ladino into 
modern Spanish, it’s the opposite: to 
preserve it,” Villanueva said.

Spain to create 
Ladino academy 
in Israel to help 
preserve the  
language

Education
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Shirley Kessler & 
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and Friends a Happy 
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Best Wishes for a 
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New Year
Andy & Hilari Lipkin
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Family and Friends 
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Wishing You 
a New Year 
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Miller

Wishing You 
a New Year 
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Wishing You 
a New Year 
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Kessler & Family
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the New Year.
Mary Lou 
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Wishing You a New Year of 
Health, Happiness, and Peace
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Wishing You a New Year of 
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The Sigler Family
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Shlichim

Happy New Year From Terrie & Bob Chudakoff!

FURNITURE REPAIRS, RESTORATION & UPHOLSTERY
Wood Furniture Refinishing  All Furniture work by Master Refinisher  Caning  Millwork  Custom 
Cabinets  Chair Regluing  Fabric Design Studio  All work Guaranteed!

SOFT TOUCH FURNITURE
1560 South State St., Girard, OH 44420
330.545.4204
softtouchfurniture.com

By Gon Erez

There is something so great about 
new beginnings; the high hopes, the 
feeling that we are unstoppable, that ev-
erything is possible for us, and we can 
just start fresh.

There is also something very untrue 
about new beginnings. The belief that 
everything will change because when 
we declare that it’s time to change we are 
deluding ourselves. Can a specific date 
or occasion decide whether I will make 
a change or not?

Every time before Rosh Hashanah, I 
find myself writing down all the things 
I want to achieve, all the things I want 
to change. And even though I think it 
is important to write new goals, I have 
to ask myself — Why should the begin-
ning of a new year be the motivation 
for “A New Me”? I find myself focusing 
more on what is wrong and not good 
enough, instead of remembering all of 
the wonderful things I have?
 Harvey Mackay, a best selling author 
and grandson of Russian Jewish immi-
grants wrote — 

“Life is too short to wake up in the 
morning with regrets. So love the 
people who treat you right, forgive 
the ones who don’t, And believe that 
everything happens for a reason. 
If you get a chance, take it. If it 
changes your life, let it. 
Nobody said it’d be easy, they just 
promised it would be worth it.”
I believe nothing good comes out of 

negativity. I believe that kindness at-
tracts goodness. I believe that before 
making any change, we have to first 

embrace the life we have. To be thank-
ful for everything we’ve experienced 
because it made us who we are today. 
To appreciate everything we overcame, 
every achievement, every moment we 
were brave. Accept your life, the good 
and the bad, and happiness will find its 
way to you.

With the spirit of a new year coming, 
I’d like to share with you my resolution 
for 5777. 

Instead of focusing on new goals, I 
want to emphasize one important ob-
jective I’ve achieved since we got here 
that is very meaningful to me. 

I always knew that moving here 
would be a difficult time for us. As a 
30-year-old who had never lived out-
side Israel, we had to get adjusted to a 
new place, completely different from ev-
erything we had ever known, and with 
our loved ones being thousands of miles 
away.

Adding the American culture to that 
made everything even more compli-
cated.

But when we look at the past year, 
with all the difficulties and the strug-
gles, we can feel only accomplishment 
and satisfaction.

I now truly believe that every chal-
lenge I experience in my life is a bless-
ing. I look at it as a possibility to get 
stronger, wiser, and to grow as a per-
son. I hope I will remember this lesson 
during the hardest times, and won’t let 
those challenges break me.

I wish you all a great New Year- Sha-
na Tova. 

We’re waiting to see you at our up-
coming events!

New Year- New BeginningsOnly Jewish Education Can Help Bridge the Israel-Diaspora Divide

MOSCOW 
(JTA) -- Israel’s 
passage of the 
nation-state law 
brought another 
round of barrages 
across the Atlantic 
underlining 
the growing 
alienation of 
the world’s two 
largest Jewish 

communities. The issues are increasingly 
familiar: American pluralism versus 
Jewish exceptionalism, Orthodox 
versus Liberal, nationalism versus 
enlightenment.

Yes, we have a problem. Israel and 
American Jewry are growing apart from 
one other. It would be wrong to put the 
responsibility of this growing schism only 
on the Israeli government, or Israeli civil 
society, since Diaspora denominations 
have changed, too. The American Reform 

movement, for example, unilaterally 
introduced patrilineal descent, redefining 
Jewishness.

These tensions were aired in Ronald 
Lauder’s recent op-ed in The New York 
Times, in which the president of the World 
Jewish Congress argued that the nation-
state law betrayed Israel’s universalist 
values and that the country’s religious 
establishment was alienating non-
Orthodox Jews in the Diaspora. Reading 
between the lines, I sensed the anguish 
of a father and grandfather who sees 
his children distancing themselves from 
their people and ancestral homeland.

Naftali Bennett, Israel’s education 
and Diaspora minister, responded to 
Lauder’s op-ed with one of his own in 
the same newspaper, pushing back in 
defense of Israel’s right to pass such laws. 
Bennett seems uninterested in bettering 
relations with the Diaspora — in direct 
contradiction to his title and portfolio. 
He did not understand that the main 
question posed by Lauder was not “who 
is right and who is wrong,” but what can 

we do to minimize the divide between 
Israel and American Jewry.

As American Jews are grappling with 
the direction their country is taking, and 
struggling to identify with a non-utopian 
Israel, the search for fresh waters from 
the well of our Jewish sources is called 
for.

Liberal Diaspora denominations 
count fewer followers in the U.S., and the 
Jews there are being assimilated into an 
increasingly secular country. The empty 
synagogues will have to be replaced with 
the classrooms of Jewish schools. The 
challenge of giving over 1 million Jewish 
children a minimal Jewish education can 
and should be tackled if the government 
of Israel will take a lead and major Jewish 
philanthropists will join.

In the beginning of the 1990s, when the 
Jewish Zionist establishment vehemently 
opposed the idea of establishing schools 
in the former Soviet Union, Lauder was 
among the first to understand that Jewish 
continuity, especially in the secularized 
post-Soviet countries, can only be 
guaranteed by formal Jewish education. 
The establishment of two dozen schools 
in Eastern and Central Europe in the 
beginning of the ‘90s by the Ronald S. 
Lauder Foundation guaranteed a positive 
Jewish identity for tens of thousands of 
children of Jewish families.

(Full disclosure: My wife, Dara, is the 
head of the Lauder Etz Chaim School in 
Moscow, the largest Jewish day school in 
the former Soviet Union with currently 
almost 600 children.)

Having the honor to meet and speak 
to many of the thousands of graduates 
of our schools in Moscow, I can attest to 
the impact on the identity and personal 
commitment to the Jewish cause of the 

students of the Lauder school. These 
children’s lives are forever changed.

What Lauder has achieved in Central 
and Eastern Europe should be applied 
now in the United States, where the 
continuity of the largest community 
outside of Israel is in danger.

Communities such as the United 
Kingdom, Australia and France have 
achieved great strides in recent years 
toward this goal. The great majority of 
their children receive a formal Jewish 
education; there is no reason why this 
should not be attainable in the U.S.

Every Diaspora Jew is the carrier of 
dual identities -- the national one and the 
Jewish one -- trying to juggle and reconcile 
and build a symbiosis. Trying to strike 
the balance between enlightenment and 
tradition has not been easy.

Harvard psychologist Steven Pinker, 
in his latest book “Enlightenment 
Now,” argued that the Enlightenment 
improved humanity by replacing 
“dogma, tradition and authority with 
reason, debate and institutions of truth-
seeking.” Yoram Hazony of The Herzl 
Institute, in a response to Pinker, said 
that if the response of the Jews to the 
Enlightenment had been absolute, then 
the Zionist movement -- which drew 
its passion and strength from the vast 
sources of Jewish tradition and history 
-- would never have been born and we 
wouldn’t have had a Jewish state today.

We as a people are out of balance. 
The world is out of balance. The climate 
is out of balance, and geopolitics are 
increasingly shrill and simplistic, 
polarizing friends and family members. 
Let us try to regain some balance and 
perspective for the sake of our future, of 
our children — before it is too late.

By Pinchas Goldschmidt
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flags nationally and internationally for 
17 years. 

She retired to Ann Arbor in 2006, 
and lived many good years at Lurie 
Terrace, before moving to her last resi-
dence at Story Point, where she died 
peacefully, surrounded by the memen-
tos and photographs of rich years. 

Sophie had a gift for friendship, 
and loved and was loved by many peo-
ple. Although all her immediate family 
died in World War II, she was a cher-
ished member of a larger extended 

family in the United States. 
For the last 11 years she was cared 

for by her cousins Hilary Cohen, and 
the late Michael Cohen of Ann Arbor. 
She is also survived by Amy Cohen, 
Laura Helton, Hazel Cohen, and Zin-
nia Cohen, or Philadelphia; by Rachel 
Cohen, Matthew Boyle, her name-
sake Sylvia Sophie Boyle, and Tobias 
Boyle, of Chicago; by Stephanie and 
Mark Prieto, of Portland OR; Daniel 
Arnold, Ashley Laird, and Sage Laird, 
of Agness OR; by Patricia Kelvin, of 

Poland, OH; Taylor, Melissa, and Avi 
Leonard, of Bexley OH; by Alexander 
and Bozena Massey; and by Iwona 
Zankowska and Ben Dyczkowski, of 
New York. 

In her last years, she was happy to 
be “honorary great-grandma” to Hazel, 
Zinnia, Sylvia, Tobias, Sage, and Avi. 

Sophie loved animals and had a 
special relationship with them, espe-
cially with cats, and dolphins. Swim-
ming with dolphins in Florida was a 
highlight of her late years, and she was 

always surrounded by cats, cat decora-
tions, and sayings about cats. 

She supported the United Nations, 
the Humane Society, the World Wild-
life Federation, American Veterans, 
and organizations that helped refugees. 

Some years ago, when a relative of 
hers died, Sophie sent a card of sympa-
thy with a quotation from Henry Da-
vid Thoreau: “Every blade in the field, 
every leaf in the forest, lays down its 
life in its season as beautifully as it was 
taken up.” 

Lewis, best known for his starring 
role in “The Nutty Professor,” died 
Sunday morning at his home in Las 
Vegas, The Las Vegas Review Journal 
columnist John Katsilometes first re-
ported. He was 91.

Though he was largely out of the 
movie industry by the end of the 
1960s, Mr. Lewis continued to perform 
a comedy routine in Las Vegas, where 
he got his start in 1949, according to 
Variety.

Mr. Lewis was born Joseph Levitch 
to Borscht Belt entertainer parents 
Danny and Rae Levitch, who used the 
name Lewis when they appeared in 
small-time vaudeville and at Catskills 
resort hotels, according to The New 
York Times. Mr. Lewis, known as Joey 
when he was young, said the fact that 
his parents often left him in the care of 
his grandmother and aunts gave him a 
longstanding sense of insecurity and a 
need for attention.

However, according to the Los An-
geles Jewish Journal, “Unlike many 
Jewish comedians and celebrities, Mr. 
Lewis rarely talked, or made jokes, 
about his Jewish heritage.

He began performing with Dean 
Martin in 1946 after they performed 
on the same bill at a Manhattan night-
club and created an act which soared 
in popularity with Mr. Lewis using 
his physical slapstick comedy acting 
alongside Mr. Martin’s relaxed per-
sona. The duo also starred in 13 films, 
but broke up ten years later, at which 
point they were barely speaking to 
each other.

Mr. Lewis and Mr. Martin recon-
ciled in 1987, when Mr. Lewis attended 
the funeral of Dean Paul Martin Jr., 
Dean Martin’s oldest son, a pilot in the 
California Air National Guard who had 
been killed in a crash. They continued 
to speak occasionally until Mr. Martin 
died in 1995, the Times reported.

Jerry Lewis began writing, pro-
ducing and directing films in the late 
1950s and 1960s. “Rock-a-Bye Baby” 
(1958), “The Geisha Boy” (1958) and 
“Cinderfella” (1960) were his first three 
films, and were directed by Lewis men-
tor Frank Tashlin.  He wrote, directed 
and starred in the 1960 film “The Bell-
boy,” his directorial debut.

The 1963 film “The Nutty Profes-
sor,” in which the actor in a variation 
on “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,” played 
both the shy chemistry professor and 
a brash nightclub singer. At the end 
of his life, Mr. Lewis hoped to bring a 
musical adaptation of “The Nutty Pro-
fessor” to Broadway.

He began hosting the annual Labor 
Day weekend Muscular Dystrophy As-
sociation telethon in 1966, remaining 
as host of the telethon and his beloved 
“Jerry’s Kids” until 2010, raising more 
than $2 billion during those years.

He received the Academy of Mo-

tion Pictures Arts & Sciences’ Jean 
Hersholt Humanitarian Award for his 
charitable activity in 2009. He has two 
stars on the Hollywood Walk of Fame 
— one for his movie work, the other 
for television.

Mr. Lewis, whose comedy style re-
mained popular in France, was induct-
ed by the French government into the 
Légion d’Honneur in 2006.

In 2015, the Library of Congress 
announced that it had acquired Mr. 
Lewis’s personal archives. In a state-
ment, he said, “Knowing that the Li-
brary of Congress was interested in 
acquiring my life’s work was one of the 
biggest thrills of my life,” according to 
The New York Times.

He had six sons with his first wife 
Patty Palmer, Gary, Ronnie, Scott, An-
thony, Christopher and Joseph, who 
died in 2009.  He is survived by his 
second wife, SanDee Pitnick, and their 
daughter.

Jerry Lewis
In Memoriam

Sophie Degan (continued from page 58)
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U.S. opioid epidemic reaches new level of crisis in overdoses, cost 
BOSTON August 28 — A new study 

of the growing United States opioid 
epidemic reveals that deaths from over-
doses have nearly doubled over the past 
seven years, while increasing acute care 
costs and hospitalizations are taxing 
health care systems.

The new paper, “The Critical Care 
Crisis of Opioid Overdoses in the Unit-
ed States” published online ahead of 
print in the Annals of the American Tho-
racic Society is believed to be the first to 
quantify the impact of opioid abuse on 
critical care resources in the U.S. The 
findings reveal that opioid-related de-
mand for acute care services has out-
stripped the available supply.

In the cohort study, researchers from 
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev in 
Israel, Harvard Medical School and the 
University of Chicago analyzed nearly 23 
million adult hospital admissions at 162 
hospitals in 44 states over a seven-year pe-
riod: Jan. 1, 2009 through Sept. 30, 2015. 

Among the more than 4 million pa-
tients requiring acute care, the researchers 
found 21,705 who were admitted to inten-

sive care units due to opioid overdoses. 
Admissions included overdoses for pre-
scription drugs, methadone or heroin.

Opioid overdoses had increased even 
more in the past two years, which were 
not part of the study.

“We found a 34 percent increase in 
overdose-related ICU admissions while 
ICU opioid deaths nearly doubled dur-
ing that same period,” according to Dr. 
Lena Novack, Ph.D., a lecturer in BGU’s 
School of Public Health. The mortality 
rates of these patients climbed at roughly 
the same rate, on average, with a steeper 
rise in deaths of patients admitted to the 
ICU for overdose after 2012.

The average cost of care per ICU 
overdose admission also rose signifi-
cantly — 58 percent — from $58,517 
in 2009 to $92,408 in 2015. In addition, 
the study indicated that opioid-related 
ICU admissions increased an average 
of more than half a percent each year 
over the seven-year timeframe, jumping 
from seven percent to 10 percent by the 
end of the study period.

Patients admitted to the ICU due to 

an overdose increasingly required in-
tensive care, including high-cost renal 
replacement therapy or dialysis.

Admissions were identified using 
the Clinical Data Base/Resource Man-
agerTM of Vizient, Inc, which compris-
es data mainly from urban academic 
medical centers and may not reflect 
overdose-related acute care needs in 
other settings [such as Ohio]

“Our estimates may actually be on 
the low side,” Dr. Novack says. Since our 
team of researchers analyzed admis-
sions rather than a manual chart review, 
we may not have captured every ad-
mission if opioid-related complications 
weren’t coded as such.”

The study also did not determine 
whether increased ICU admissions for 
opioid overdoses resulted from im-
proved community emergency response 
that may have saved lives but then re-
quired critical care, or whether the in-
creased ICU admissions indicated that 
community emergency response needs 
improvement so patients require a less 
intensive hospital care.

States with the highest opioid 
hospitalizations

The researchers found that Massachu-
setts and Indiana have the highest opioid 
admission densities in the nation. Penn-
sylvania experienced the sharpest rise 
in opioid-related overdoses during the 
study period, with critical care overdose 
admissions nearly doubling since 2009. 
Illinois, California, New York, and Indi-
ana have also experienced ICU admis-
sion rate increases during the period.

“Our findings raise the need for a na-
tional approach to developing safe strat-
egies to care for ICU overdose patients, 
to providing coordinated resources in 
the hospital for patients and families, 
and to helping survivors maintain sobri-
ety following discharge,” the researchers 
conclude

In addition to Dr. Novack, research-
ers involved in the study are Drs. Jennifer 
P. Stevens, John Marshall and Douglas J. 
Hsu at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center, Department of Medicine, Har-
vard Medical School and Dr. Michael J. 
Howell, University of Chicago.

Health

Why Jews Dip Apples In Honey on Rosh Hashanah — and Why Vegans 
Say the Custom is a Problem

NEW YORK (JTA) — The truth is, there 
is no commandment in Judaism to dip 
an apple in honey on Rosh Hashanah. 
But what would the Jewish New Year be 
without the custom?

It’s a question that bedevils vegans, 
many of whom won’t eat honey because 
it’s an animal product.

So what’s a mock chopped liver/seitan 
brisket/vegetarian stuffed cabbage kind 
of Jew to do?

Jeffrey Cohan, the executive director 
of Jewish Veg, explains all the ways that 
honey production is problematic. In order 
to produce as much honey as possible, 
many honey producers manipulate the 
bees’ natural living patterns, including 
clipping the queen’s wings to prevent her 
from flying away, and replacing the honey 
produced with sugar water, which animal 
rights activists say is less nutritious. 
Some vegans regard the whole process as 
cruel and exploitative.

“‘Tza’ar ba’alei chayim’ is a core Torah 
mandate, so to start the new year right 
away by violating tza’ar ba’alei chayim 
does not get the year off to the best start,” 
he said, using the Hebrew term for the 
prohibition against causing unnecessary 
harm to animals.

One of the more common substitutes 
is honey made from dates, according to 
Cohan. Date honey is not only vegetarian 
but has its roots in the Bible. Dates are 
one of the seven species of the land of 
Israel mentioned in the Bible. Scholars 
say that the description of “a land flowing 
with milk and honey” actually refers to 
date honey, not bee honey.

“[B]ecause date syrup is actually in 

the Torah, it makes the 
most sense from a Jewish 
perspective,” Cohan said.

Proponents of eating 
date honey also cite its 
health benefits.

Brian Finkel, the co-
founder of a company 
selling organic date honey, 
says the product has 25 
percent less sugar and a 
lower glycemic index than 
bee honey and is a great 
source of antioxidants.

Finkel, who grew up 
outside Chicago but moved to Israel 
in 2013, first tasted date honey while 
studying at a yeshiva in the Jewish state 
after finishing high school. Silan, as the 
product is known there, is a popular 
ingredient in cooking and baking, and as 
a dip.

The entrepreneur had a self-described 
“eureka moment” when he thought to 
introduce it to American consumers.

Last year, Finkel and his business 
partner, David Czinn, launched D’Vash 
Organics. Since then, Finkel said, they 
have sold hundreds of thousands of 
bottles of date honey, in stores across the 
United States and through the company’s 
website.

The product is produced in a U.S. 
factory that is not certified kosher, but 
Finkel said he is looking to produce a 
kosher version so that observant Jews 
can have it around the holidays — and 
year round.

“I think it goes great with apples, 
it goes great with challah,” he said. “I 
definitely encourage people to use it on 
those things, around the holiday time, to 
make the new year that much sweeter.”

Making the new year sweeter is the 
whole point of the custom. Some trace it 
to Nehemiah 8:10, where the Jews of the 
Second Temple period celebrating what 
would eventually become Rosh Hashanah 
are told to “Go your way, eat the fat, and 
drink the sweet.”

As for the apple, the custom was 
started among Ashkenazi Jews in 
medieval Europe, when the apple as we 
know it had become more accessible due 
to cultivation, said Jordan Rosenblum, 

an associate professor at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison who studies food 
and Judaism.

Apples are in season and therefore 
plentiful in the fall, when the holiday of 
Rosh Hashanah occurs. In 14th-century 
Germany, the Jewish sage known as the 
Maharil described the custom of dipping 
apples in honey as long established and 
rich with mystical meaning.

Dates did not grow in Europe, but 
honey made by bees was available, so that 
became the topping of choice, said Leah 
Hochman, an associate professor at the 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute 
of Religion who researches religion and 
food.

“You have all these Diaspora 
communities that are adapting to their 
new environments, and over time 
people used substitutes that had some 
sort of relationship to the seven species 
to honor the ever-longed-for return to 
Zion,” Hochman said.

The custom traveled with European 
Jews when many of them left for the 
United States in the 19th century. Many 
settled in the Northeast, a region where 
apples grow well.

“They have that tradition, and they 
come to a place that’s great for apple 
growing, so that further cements it,” 
Rosenblum said.

Hochman said that as apples and 
honey became associated with Rosh 
Hashanah, the combination gained a 
symbolic meaning.

“Over the course of time, the 
tradition became crucially important for 
understanding our wishes for a new year, 
that they’re sweet,” she said.

It also helped that bee honey is kosher, 
even thought the bee itself is not. Rabbis 
explain that unlike milk from a nonkosher 
animal, which may not be consumed, 
bee honey is derived from the nectar of 
a flower and not from something that’s 
part of the bee’s body.

By Josefin Dolsten
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(JTA/JNS) — Dozens of Jewish fami-
lies in Houston were either evacuated 
or moved to the second floors of their 
homes due to flooding caused by Hur-
ricane Harvey, the local Jewish Family 
Service said.

Some 150 neighborhood blocks in 
the city that are home to members of 
the Jewish community have been dam-
aged in floods as part of the hurricane, 
the JFS said in a conference call with 
community leaders, the Texas Jewish 
Herald-Voice reported.

Many of the families affected by the 
floods also were flooded out in 2016 and 
2015. Some of the families have flood 
insurance and others do not, according 
to the report.

The Evelyn Rubenstein JCC reported 
suffering flood damage. Prior to the hur-
ricane it had collected emergency sup-
plies and will serve as a distribution cen-
ter for the community. The Jewish Fam-
ily Service also reported flood damage, as 
did at least three Houston synagogues.

More rainfall and flooding are ex-

pected in the coming days.
The Jewish Federations of North 

America opened an emergency relief 
fund to support communities and in-
dividuals in Houston, San Antonio, 
Galveston, Corpus Christi and other ar-
eas in Texas that have been hammered 
by Hurricane Harvey.

Relief efforts are underway in the 
Jewish communities of southeastern 
Texas following the deadly Hurricane 
Harvey that slammed into Texas killing 
at least six people and causing wide-
spread epic flooding.

Ahead of the storm, most area syna-
gogues cancelled Shabbat services. The 
Evelyn Rubenstein Jewish Community 
Center of Houston closed Friday and 
remained closed Sunday due to safety 
concerns.

Several Jewish community members 
led a volunteer emergency response 
team, and performed rescue operations 
Saturday night and Sunday. 

“It’s really bad here,” Jewish com-
munity rescue volunteer Jenelle Garner 

said, reported the Jewish Herald-Voice. 
“We might be forced to leave….”

Rabbi Gidon Moskovitz of the Mey-
erland Minyan said that over half of his 
congregation had “taken in water” up to 
five feet deep in their homes. Chabad-
Lubavitch said that one its emissaries 
in Houston had taken in several people 
after they had become trapped by flood-
ing after Shabbat.

“I am sad to report that many of our 
friends who flooded in the recent past are 
flooded once again, and there are many 
others who have never been flooded 
before,” says Rabbi Chaim Lazaroff, co-
director of Chabad of Uptown with his 
wife, Chanie. “The rain is not stopping.”

The Houston area has been hard hit 
by flooding in recent years, but Satur-
day’s storm was by far the most wide-
spread.

The Jewish Federation of Houston on 
its Facebook page posted Sunday, “Parts 
of our community have been impacted 
by the severe weather of the past two 
days. We are working with our partner 

agencies to assess the current situation 
in our community and determine prior-
ity on action items.”

“We are heartbroken to see the im-
pact of the storm on our community,” 
the Jewish Federation of Greater Hous-
ton stated Sunday on its Facebook page, 
adding that it launched a donation page 
to collect funds for the community’s im-
mediate needs. 

The Jewish Federation of Metropoli-
tan Chicago started a relief fund to help 
victims of the devastating storm.

“We are in touch and working with 
the Jewish Federations of North Amer-
ica, NECHAMA: Jewish Response to 
Disaster, and local Jewish communities 
in the storm’s path to gauge the scope of 
the damage as it unfolds and to quickly 
address specific needs of the Jewish and 
general communities,” the agency said 
in a statement.

Contributions to the Jewish Fed-
eration Hurricane Harvey Relief Fund 
can be made online at www.juf.org/
HurricaneHarvey.

Texas Jewish communities hit hard by hurricane and flooding
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Armed with soap, Jewish teen targets Third World disease, poverty
By Abigail Pickus, JTA

Sydney Kamen has always been con-
cerned with helping others.

In 2004, when genocide was raging 
in the Darfur region of Sudan, Ms. Ka-
men’s mother announced that instead 
of Hanukkah gifts that year, Ms. Kamen 
and her sister should research and select 
a charity to support. At Jewish religious 
school on Sundays, she went on ser-
vice trips to soup kitchens, and through 
Georgetown Day School, he spent time 
at a women’s shelter in downtown Wash-
ington, D.C.

Her first experience with aid work 
in a developing country was when she 
was 15 and fought to participate in a 10-
week relief mission to Haiti for dentists 
and oral surgeons.

She was hardly deterred by the fact 
that she wasn’t a dentist – or a grown-
up, for that matter. In Haiti, Ms. Kamen 
traveled around the country in blister-
ing heat helping set up clinics offering 
oral care. Adults with severe abscesses 
came, bringing children whose teeth 

were damaged from eating flour mixed 
with soil because they could not afford 
to buy food.

“That kind of exposure was eye open-
ing to me,” Ms. Kamen recalled.

Nevertheless, she was surprised  to 

learn on a sophomore year service trip 
to Thailand how something as basic as 
soap and water is a luxury for many – 
one they can ill afford to forego.

“Over 1.8 million children die every 
year from diarrhea, but this is something 
that can be prevented with hand-wash-
ing,” Ms. Kamen said. “Hand-washing 
with soap can cut Ebola in half.”

Then Ms. Kamen had an idea: What 
if luxury hotels donated their unused 
soap?

By the time she returned to Thailand 
and Myanmar the following summer, 
Ms. Kamen had come up with a fully 
developed idea for a project that would 
not just deliver soap to those who need-
ed it, but also help local women spread 
the message about the importance of 
soap in maintaining health – and pay 
them in the process.

Ms. Kamen spent her time in Asia 
laying the groundwork. She arranged 
for the soap’s delivery, trained women 
and girls to recycle and remake the 

Photo/Courtesy of Sydney Kamen

Orphans and vulnerable children in eastern Uganda participate in a health workshop where 
they are taught how to use soap and get to take some home. 

(Continued on p. 24) 
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Congregation Children of Israel

Children of Israel, the only Orthodox 
congregation between Pittsburgh and 

Cleveland, 
welcomes you 
to pray, study, 
learn with 
Rabbi Rinde-
now, a great 
speaker and 
psychologist.  
A leading 
ethicist, Rabbi 
Rindenow has 
participated 
in more than 
15 confer-
ences on Jew-
ish Medical 

Ethics.
The Rebbetzin, Mindy, also plans to 

join us on Rosh Hashannah. We will 
have additional guests to help make the 
services a meaningful and spirited way 

of bringing in the New Year.
Children of Israel also has, by Skype, 

maintained a class in Gomorrah and re-
cently started an “Ask the Rabbi” series 
on alternating Sunday mornings with 
NJ. Additionally, Rabbi Elisar Admon 
of Pittsburgh attends on the alternat-
ing Sunday when we have a discussion 
“from the tisch” during the Sunday 
morning meal.
A Happy and Healthy New Year to all. 
Erev Rosh HaShanah
Wednesday, Sept 20

Candles- latest time  
 7:22 p.m.
Mincha-  6 p.m. 
Meal  6:45 p.m.

Rosh HaShanah First Day
Thursday, Sept 21

Shacharis  9 a.m.
Sermon/Shofar  11:20 a.m. 

Last Shofar 1:30 p.m.
Meal  1:45 p.m.
Mincha 6:30 p.m.  
(followed by Tashlich)
Candles not earlier than 8:11 p.m., 
light taken from existing source
Ma’ariv 8:05 p.m.
Meal  8:30 p.m.

Rosh HaShanah Second Day
Friday, Sept. 22

Shacharis 9 a.m.
Sermon/Shofar 11 a.m. 
Final Shofar  1:30 p.m.
Meal  1:45 p.m.
Mincha-/Ma’ariv 6 p.m.
Meal  7 p.m.

Shabbos 
Friday, Sept 23

Shachris  9:30 a.m.
Kiddish and meal  12:15 p.m.
Mincha — to be announced

Ma’ariv and Havdallah  8:20 p.m.

Fast of Gedaliah
Sunday, Sept 24

No food from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Shachris 8 a.m.

Yom Kippur, Shabbos, Sept 29
Begin Fast and light candles no 
later than— 7 p.m.

Mincha  6:30 p.m.

Kol Nidre 7:00 p.m.

Yom Kippur 

 Saturday, Sept 30
Shacharis 9 a.m.
Sermon 11 a.m.
Yizkor 12 noon
Break 3 p.m.
Mincha 5:50 p.m.
N’ilah 6:50 p.m.
Shofar/Ma’ariv-  7:55 p.m.

Youngstown High Holiday Schedule 5778 — Our 135th Holiday Services

Rabbi Mordechai  
Rindenow

Children of Israel
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Tri-County Hadassah Chapter in-
vites members and guests to its annual 
donor event, Sept. 14, at 12 noon at 
Congregation Rodef Sholom, 1119 Elm 
Rd., Youngstown.

The keynote speaker will be Bonnie 
Deutsch Burdman, director of commu-
nity relations and government relations 
of the Youngstown Area Jewish Federa-
tion. She will share her latest Israeli ex-
periences with us.

Marilyn Oyer, membership chair-
man, will be honored as the Tri-County 
Hadassah Woman of the Year. She has 
served Tri-County Hadassah Chapter 
in many leadership capacities since be-
coming a life member in1964.

 The luncheon will be catered by life 
member Joan Schwebel. The cost of the 
luncheon $18. Reservations are required 
by Sept. 6. Donation checks should be 
made out to Tri-County Hadassah.

Funds will be used for the Hadassah 
Medical Organization, a complex that 
rivals the finest hospitals in the world 
and welcomes millions of patients each 
year, regardless of race, religion or na-

tionality. 
Patients at the medical center find 

cutting-edge medical research, which 
is finding new treatments for heart dis-
ease, cancer, ALS and more; 

Hadassah’s Center for Women’s 
Health, the only one of its kind in Israel, 
is a multidisciplinary center that takes a 
holistic approach to women’s health.

Hadassah also funds advocacy and 
training for tomorrow’s leaders; and 
our Jewish future through our on-going 
investment in Young Judea and Youth 
Aliyah.

For Donor reservations call —
Lenore Ackerman 330 759-0325
Jeanette Mandel 330 372-3183
Beverly Nathan 724 308-6111

Ongoing fundraiser
Hadassah is now collecting fall cloth-

ing at Raks. Winter clothing will be ac-
cepted in November. Drop-off days are 
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday. The 
Hadassah account number is 6984. For 
pick-up, call Bonnie Lehman at 330 
856-2158. For tax receipts, call Phyllis 
Landau at 330 565-2280.

Hadassah’s donor luncheon

Every year, “Color Wars” takes place 
during the last week of camp as all the 
campers are divided up into four teams: 
red, yellow, green, and blue. 

The teams compete all week in ac-
tivities for points, and the team that has 

the most points at the end of the week 
wins Color Wars. 

The teams each participate din the 
car wash fundraiser, and each team got 

JCC Camp ‘color wars’ fundraiser

Happily washing cars at the JCC are (from left) Abigail Zolk, Ryann Harden, and Kara Hunt.

(Continued on p. 60

Happy New Year!

   News You Can Use

Dear Rabbis: Take a Stand in your High Holiday Sermons

(JTA) -- Last year, I wrote an essay 
pleading with rabbis to deliver a High 
Holidays sermon that was relevant to the 
political moment.

“I understand the typical view that 
it is better for rabbis to speak to higher 
values than to take sides in the rough-
and-tumble over political issues,” I wrote. 
“But as we all know, this is no ordinary 
time.”

My essay, appearing shortly after 
Charlottesville, was surprisingly 
controversial. Dozens of readers 
somehow compartmentalized politics 
and ethics, and commented that they 
preferred their religious services to be a 
haven from politics.

But we aren’t ostriches. We do not have 
that luxury in today’s grim world. Even if 
we could shield ourselves by burying our 
heads in the synagogue sand, we as Jews 
and as decent people are called upon to 
face the horrors around us and try to fix 
them.

The majestic Mah Tovu prayer, “How 
goodly are your tents, O Jacob,” is reduced 
to a question rather than an exclamation 
if we hide from ills in our midst. As the 
Mother Abbess said about another 
house of worship in my favorite movie, 
“These walls were not built to shut out 
problems.”

With the approach of 5779, I have a 
fresh concern: walking into a synagogue 
only to hear a sermon about civil 
discourse. The least offensive, most 
palatable political message is “Why can’t 
we all get along?”

In an age in which the president of the 
United States has ripped civil discourse 
to shreds and replaced it with rancorous 
divisions, Lord knows it would be nice to 
mend the societal fabric and patch up our 
differences.

Well-meaning people across the 
political spectrum share that wish. On 
my recent trip to the Texas Hill Country, 
a minister gave a lovely prayer at a 
celebration in honor of his machuten 
-- his child’s Jewish father-in-law. Proud 

that their friendship has withstood their 
political differences, he bid the guests to 
model that example of civil discourse in a 
divided country.

That’s a moving sentiment. It feels bad 
to unfriend friends, classmates and co-
workers. We enjoy mixing with a diverse 
array of people.

But we can’t even chitchat about the 
weather or sports nowadays without 
bucking up against politics. A heat wave 
reminds us of climate change and the 
shanda of withdrawing from the Paris 
agreement. The Philadelphia Eagles won 
the Super Bowl but lost the invitation to 
the White House. And don’t get me started 
on kneeling for the national anthem.

Even neutral topics aren’t neutral 
anymore. We feel blue and they see red.

In these extraordinary circumstances, 
preaching only about “building bridges 
instead of walls” is the safe sermon. 
And it’s not wrong. Communication is 
worthwhile.

But please don’t stop there! All 
across America, people are witnessing 

destructive deeds and corrosive concepts 
pushed and protected by the current 
administration. We don’t have time to see 
whether civility alone will solve the slew 
of problems wrought by racism, greed 
and xenophobia.

For most congregants, speaking out is 
confined to rants to like-minded family 
members, chance conversations at the 
oneg, therapeutic Facebook posts that 
reach a few dozen friends, clever tweets 
and retweets that rack up single-digit 
likes.

Regardless of how polished our prose 
or heartfelt our appeal, our following is 
small. But you, rabbis — you have a big 
audience, you have a microphone, you 
have a bully pulpit, you have a bimah. 
What an opportunity to address your 
flock.

Right in the nick of time, too. The 
shofar in 5779 sounds exactly when we 
need it. Your largest annual attendance 

By Jan Zauzmer

next page
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soap, taught them about sanitation and 
health, and paid them to share their 
knowledge in their home communities. 
Armed with soap they could sell, the 
program also offered an opportunity to 
earn a living.

Four years on, the project, which Ms. 
Kamen dubbed SOAP – So Others Are 
Protected – now has 13 hotel suppliers 
and 14 community partners in coun-
tries such as India, Myanmar and Ke-
nya, and has produced and distributed 
over 50,000 bars of recycled soap. SOAP 
became its own nonprofit in 2014, when 
Kamen was a high school junior.

This summer, Kamen was named 
one of 15 recipients of the Diller Teen 
Tikkun Olam Awards, a prize from the 
Helen Diller Family Foundation that 
awards $36,000 each to up to 15 Jewish 
teens across the country for their work 
repairing the world.

Since 2007, the program has awarded 
more than $3 million to 99 teens whose 
work spans everything from helping 
homeless youth to improving the fuel 
economy of school buses.

Now 20 and a junior at Dartmouth, 
Kamen speaks with the experience of a 
seasoned agent of social change.

“We view soap as a cost-effective and 
urgently needed public health interven-
tion in our partner communities, and 
not as a novelty for international distri-
bution and consumption,” Kamen said. 
“The biggest thing for me is sustainabil-
ity and self-empowerment.”

Kamen is also a U.S. Army ROTC ca-
det. She has received widespread recog-
nition for her work, including the Presi-
dent’s Volunteer Service Award. Kamen 
said she was thrilled to learn that she’d 
been recognized by the Diller Teen Tik-
kun Olam Awards.

“It’s a lot to try to juggle running 
this organization full-time while being 
in school,” she said. “It’s very easy to get 
frustrated and struggle with the balance. 
I’m still a 20-year-old girl who wants to 
go for a hike. This kind of validation is 
encouraging and reminds me what a 
wonderful thing it is to be recognized 
and supported.”

Ultimately, Ms. Kamen said, SOAP 

Photo/Courtesy of Sydney Kamen

Sydney Kamen with a village leader in rural Burma in an unofficial refugee camp that is one 
of SOAP’s partner communities. 

offers a straightforward solution to a 
problem that, though simple, has devas-
tating consequences.

“It’s not a special vaccine or surgeons 
to do cleft palate repairs,” she said. “It’s 
something as simple as a small glob of 
antibacterial glycerin.”

Note: This article was sponsored by 

and produced in partnership with the Helen 
Diller Family Foundation, which sponsors 
the Diller Teen Tikkun Olam Awards, annu-
ally awarding $36,000 to Jewish teens dem-
onstrating exceptional leadership in repair-
ing the world. Nominations/applications for 
2018 are now open. This article was produced 
by JTA’s native content team.)

Jewish teen brings soap and hope (continued from p. 17)

Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy New Year!
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Don & Jan Reisman

Marilyn & Dave Miller 
Wish Family and Friends a 

Happy New Year

Wishing You a New Year 
of  Health, Happiness, and 

Peace

Florence Harshman

Best Wishes for a Happy and 
Healthy New Year

Sharyn & Charlie Dunlap

Warm Wishes for a New 
Year Filled With Peace, Joy 

and Good Health
Louise Shultz

Wishing You a New Year of 
Health, Happiness, and Peace
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Wishing You a New Year of 
Health, Happiness, and Peace
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Best Wishes for a Happy and 
Healthy New Year
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Wishing You a New Year of  
Health, Happiness, and Peace
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Best Wishes for a Happy and 
Healthy New Year
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Best Wishes for a Happy 
and Healthy New Year

Helen Passell

Wishing You and Your 
Family a New Year of Health, 

Happiness, and Peace

Myra & Bill Benedikt

   News You Can Use

falls smack-dab in the lead-up to the 
midterm elections.

On the holiest of days, offer us the 
Jewish lens through which to view the 
midterms. Don’t tell us whom to vote for 
— tell us what to vote for.

While in normal times finding 
common ground is a noble Jewish 
value, these are not normal times. In an 
act of bimah bravery, say that Jewish 
values share no common ground with 
policies and predilections that separate 
children from their parents at the 
border, denigrate the free press, befriend 
enemies and antagonize allies, cut back 
on health care, neglect the environment, 
dismantle protections for minorities, 
move backwards on LGBTQ rights, 
mistreat women, ride shotgun for the gun 
lobby, roll back safety nets for the poor, 
and so cruelly on and so painfully forth. 
In Tevye’s famous words, “There is no 
other hand.”

At this uniquely ugly juncture, when 
the scales have tipped from reasonable 
minds can differ to no moral equivalence, 

command us to get to work, not just to 
get along. Inspire us to pursue acts of 
tikkun olam ranging from A to Z.

When a politician blithely reads “The 
Art of the Deal” to his child in a campaign 
ad, tell us to read stories with Jewish 
values to our children. When frenzied 
crowds rally around anti-media chants, 
prod us to rally around Jewish advocacy 
organizations like the ADL, RAC and 
HIAS. When the current president finds 
“some very fine people on both sides” 
at a neo-Nazi rally, call our attention 
to the magnificent dictum of the first 
president in a letter to the Jews in 1790: 
“to bigotry no sanction, to persecution no 
assistance.”

Armed with Judaism’s ethical heritage, 
you can rouse us to take a stand at the 
polls against those who support, or 
who don’t prevent, today’s scandalously 
unethical practices. Charge us to vote not 
as self-interested but as interested selves.

Give us a refresher course on why Jews 
in particular cherish the right to vote. 
Wax poetic about how our forebears fled 
lands where they didn’t have that right. 

Put in plain English, sprinkled with a bit 
of Hebrew, why it is intrinsically Jewish to 
oppose voter suppression in all its forms.

Better still, urge us not to go to the 
polls alone. Paint a picture of a voting 
booth filled to the brim with those who 
came before us, those who are in our 
midst and those who will succeed us. 
We have a crowd to schlep with us, 
figuratively for sure and literally when 
possible: our ancestral immigrants, who 
came here in pursuit of the blessings of 
democracy; our neighbors, who may need 
our support to vote in this democracy; 
and our children, who are the inheritors 
of whatever remains of our democracy.

Don’t aim not to offend anyone — 
offend us all. Boldly tell us to do better. 
Above all, counsel us that Trumpism 
finds no sanctuary in a Jewish sanctuary.

The message from the bimah on this 
Jewish New Year must be to repair not 
only our broken relationships but also 
our broken world. Now is the time to 
hit the ground running, all the way from 
common ground to higher ground.

Todah rabah and shanah tovah!

from previous page
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U.S. opioid epidemic reaches new level of crisis in overdoses, cost 
BOSTON August 28 — A new study 

of the growing United States opioid 
epidemic reveals that deaths from over-
doses have nearly doubled over the past 
seven years, while increasing acute care 
costs and hospitalizations are taxing 
health care systems.

The new paper, “The Critical Care 
Crisis of Opioid Overdoses in the Unit-
ed States” published online ahead of 
print in the Annals of the American Tho-
racic Society is believed to be the first to 
quantify the impact of opioid abuse on 
critical care resources in the U.S. The 
findings reveal that opioid-related de-
mand for acute care services has out-
stripped the available supply.

In the cohort study, researchers from 
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev in 
Israel, Harvard Medical School and the 
University of Chicago analyzed nearly 23 
million adult hospital admissions at 162 
hospitals in 44 states over a seven-year pe-
riod: Jan. 1, 2009 through Sept. 30, 2015. 

Among the more than 4 million pa-
tients requiring acute care, the researchers 
found 21,705 who were admitted to inten-

sive care units due to opioid overdoses. 
Admissions included overdoses for pre-
scription drugs, methadone or heroin.

Opioid overdoses had increased even 
more in the past two years, which were 
not part of the study.

“We found a 34 percent increase in 
overdose-related ICU admissions while 
ICU opioid deaths nearly doubled dur-
ing that same period,” according to Dr. 
Lena Novack, Ph.D., a lecturer in BGU’s 
School of Public Health. The mortality 
rates of these patients climbed at roughly 
the same rate, on average, with a steeper 
rise in deaths of patients admitted to the 
ICU for overdose after 2012.

The average cost of care per ICU 
overdose admission also rose signifi-
cantly — 58 percent — from $58,517 
in 2009 to $92,408 in 2015. In addition, 
the study indicated that opioid-related 
ICU admissions increased an average 
of more than half a percent each year 
over the seven-year timeframe, jumping 
from seven percent to 10 percent by the 
end of the study period.

Patients admitted to the ICU due to 

an overdose increasingly required in-
tensive care, including high-cost renal 
replacement therapy or dialysis.

Admissions were identified using 
the Clinical Data Base/Resource Man-
agerTM of Vizient, Inc, which compris-
es data mainly from urban academic 
medical centers and may not reflect 
overdose-related acute care needs in 
other settings [such as Ohio]

“Our estimates may actually be on 
the low side,” Dr. Novack says. Since our 
team of researchers analyzed admis-
sions rather than a manual chart review, 
we may not have captured every ad-
mission if opioid-related complications 
weren’t coded as such.”

The study also did not determine 
whether increased ICU admissions for 
opioid overdoses resulted from im-
proved community emergency response 
that may have saved lives but then re-
quired critical care, or whether the in-
creased ICU admissions indicated that 
community emergency response needs 
improvement so patients require a less 
intensive hospital care.

States with the highest opioid 
hospitalizations

The researchers found that Massachu-
setts and Indiana have the highest opioid 
admission densities in the nation. Penn-
sylvania experienced the sharpest rise 
in opioid-related overdoses during the 
study period, with critical care overdose 
admissions nearly doubling since 2009. 
Illinois, California, New York, and Indi-
ana have also experienced ICU admis-
sion rate increases during the period.

“Our findings raise the need for a na-
tional approach to developing safe strat-
egies to care for ICU overdose patients, 
to providing coordinated resources in 
the hospital for patients and families, 
and to helping survivors maintain sobri-
ety following discharge,” the researchers 
conclude

In addition to Dr. Novack, research-
ers involved in the study are Drs. Jennifer 
P. Stevens, John Marshall and Douglas J. 
Hsu at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center, Department of Medicine, Har-
vard Medical School and Dr. Michael J. 
Howell, University of Chicago.

Health
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The first week of October in the state 
of Ohio is dedicated to Nonviolence. 
Ohio Nonviolence Week will be offer-
ing a program based on Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King’s six principles of Nonvio-
lence. For an entire outline of the week 
visit www.OhioNonviolenceWeek.org
Local observance

In the Youngstown area, the week 
will feature a parade, rally, and the pre-
sentation of the Simeon Booker Award 
for Courage, which this year will be 
awarded to National honoree, Ken E. 
Nwadike Jr. and Youngstown’s own Ter-
ry Vicars. Mr. Vicars is a tireless advo-
cate for the less fortunate, working with 
homeless peoples, single mothers, and 
those in poverty.

At the awards dinner and presenta-
tion, three prominent national figures 
will participate in a panel “Intolerance 
in Today’s America. The speakers will 
discuss Antisemitism, Islamophobia, 
and Racism.” 

Anita Gray, regional director of the 
Anti-Defamation League in Cleveland. 
will discuss Antisemitism. Previously, 
she was a congressional liaison to Con-
gresswoman Marcia L. Fudge, Cleveland 
director for AIPAC, the Jewish National 
Fund, and campaign director of the suc-
cessful 2010 Cuyahoga County Health 
and Human Services renewal levy.  

In addition, she co-founded Ishma-
el & Isaac, a coexistence organization 
between Cleveland’s Jewish and Arab 
communities.  In that capacity, she was 

national executive director and traveled 
twice to Israel, the West Bank, and Jor-
dan with Cleveland Jews and Arabs.  She 
has received numerous awards, most re-
cently, from the YWCA as a Woman of 
Distinction.

Wajahat Ali will speak on Islamapho-
bia in America today. He is a journalist, 

writer, lawyer, playwright, TV host and 
consultant for the U.S. State Department. 
Beginning in early 2017, as creative di-
rector of Affins Labs, Mr. Ali launched a 
global startup incubator network aimed 
at identifying and fostering “emerging 
entrepreneurial taken from around the 
world that understands what makes the 
global Islamic economy special.” 

Previously, Mr. Ali helped launch 
the Al Jazeera America network. As 
a reporter, he has focused his stories 
on communities and individuals of-
ten marginalized or under-reported in 
mainstream media. He has also worked 
and been honored by Secretary Clinton 
as a “Generation Change Leader.

Ken E. Nwadike Jr., the third panelist, 
a peace activist, inspirational speaker, 
and video journalist popularly known as 
the Free Hugs Guy. Mr. Nwadike is the 
founder of the Free Hugs Project, which 
gained popularity as made major news 
headlines for his peacekeeping efforts 
and de-escalation of violence during 
protests, riots, and political rallies. 

He was featured in Google’s 2016 
Year in Search video as a highlight 
among some of the year’s most defining 
moments and he has made many ap-
pearances on news programs, including 
CNN, USA Today, Good Morning Brit-
ain, and BBC News. Mr. Nwadike is also 
one of the two recipients of the 2017 
Simeon Booker Award for Courage. 
Nonviolence Parade and Rally

The Nonviolence Parade and Rally 
are open to all participants standing for 
Nonviolence. Individuals as groups are 
able to register and walk in the parade, 
and are encouraged to remain for Rally 
following the parade. The late Patricia 
Cunningham III will be recognized for 
her work in nonviolence and social jus-
tice. 

According to the Vindicator, the 
events taking place during Nonviolence 
week will include more than 10 speakers 
and 2,000 people. 

In addition to the parade, there will 
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   News You Can Use
Neil Simon, Broadway’s Giant of Bickering, Wise-Crack Couples, Dies

(JTA) -- Playwright Neil Simon, known 
for such Broadway hits as “The Odd 
Couple,” “Barefoot in the Park” and “Lost 
in Yonkers,” has died.

Simon, who earned a Pulitzer Prize 
and a Tony Award, died Aug. 26 at New 
York-Presbyterian Hospital in New York 
City from complications with pneumonia 
at the age of 91.

No writer of non-musical comedies 

was more successful in 
the second half of the 
20th century, and no 
one else so frequently, 
successfully nor wittily 
plumbed the anxieties of 
middle-class American 
Jews and the family 
issues that plagued 
them. The themes of his 
plays include romance, 
adultery, divorce, sibling 
rivalry, cancer and fear 
of aging -- but with a 
knack for one-liners that 
kept audiences laughing 

through the pain.
Simon began his career in television, on 

the writing staff for Sid Caesar for “Your 
Show of Shows,” working with future 
Jewish comedy legends Mel Brooks, Carl 
Reiner and Larry Gelbart.  He later wrote 
for “The Phil Silvers Show.”

In 1961, his first play, “Come Blow 
Your Horn,” hit Broadway. It was a 

modest success, but was the start of 
something big. “The Odd Couple” would 
have a wildly successful run, would be 
adapted into a smash movie with Walter 
Matthau and Jack Lemon in the roles of 
a slovenly sportswriter and his fastidious 
roommate, and inspire a sitcom that ran 
for years on ABC. In 1966 he had four 
plays running on Broadway at the same 
time.

During his career he wrote more than 
30 plays and about the same amount 
of movie screenplays, some original 
and most adaptions of his plays. “The 
Goodbye Girl” won an Academy Award 
for Richard Dreyfuss, playing the role of 
a an incorrigible actor; “The Heartbreak 
Kid,” starring Charles Grodin and Cybill 
Shepherd and directed by Elaine May, has 
been described as a worthy successor to 
Hollywood’s classic screwball comedies 
and a disparaging, overly stereotypical 
portrayal of marital discord among 
suburban Jews.

“The Sunshine Boys” (1976), about 
another pair of bickering frenemies, 
earned an Oscar for the then-elderly 
George Burns, playing one half of 
a legendary, estranged and fatally 
dysfunctional vaudeville duo.

Simon gained additional fame in the 
1980s with his semi-autobiographical 
trilogy -- “Brighton Beach Memoirs” 
(1983), “Biloxi Blues” (1985), and 
“Broadway Bound” (1986) -- which 
critics agreed brought gravitas and fresh 
life to a career that had begun to flag after 
the huge hits of the ‘60s and ‘70s.

In 1991 he won both the Tony 
Award and the Pulitzer Prize for “Lost 
in Yonkers,” another autobiographical 
comedy.

Simon was born in New York to Irving 
Simon, a garment salesman, and Mamie 
(Levy) Simon, a homemaker. His parents 
had what he described as a “tempestuous 
marriage,” in which his father left the 
family at least eight times,.Simon said he 
took refuge in movie theaters to escape 
his troubles at home. Those troubles also 
inspired him to become a writer, which he 
said helped him to become independent 
of emotional family issues.

An interviewer once asked Simon 
what effect his being Jewish had on his 
humor. “That’s a tough question,’’ Simon 
replied. ‘’Humor is a way of expressing 
your protest and being able to laugh, 
too. What Jews do is laugh at their 
predicament, and it’s what blacks do, 
too. I do my funniest writing when I’m 
in a predicament. If a play is out of town 
and needs work, I’ll do my best work. 
When I’m in an elevator that’s stuck, I can 
keep everyone laughing. The other thing 
about Jewish humor -- I don’t know if it 
was always this way; I don’t know if the 
Jews in Egypt were making jokes about 
Pharaoh -- is that it takes a great deal 
of intelligence. It takes an adventurous 
mind.’’

He and his older brother Danny Simon, 
in addition to cranking out sketches for 
comedians like Caesar, Jerry Lewis and 
Jackie Gleason, wrote summer revues 
for the Tamiment resort located in the 
Pocono Mountains.

He was married five times: to dancer 
Joan Baim, who died of cancer (1953–
1973), actress Marsha Mason (1973–
1983), twice to actress Diane Lander 
(1987–1988 and 1990–1998), and to 
actress Elaine Joyce (1999-2018).

By JTA Staff
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   News You Can Use
Deportation of Nazi Ignites a Fight Between Right and Left

(JTA) -- In the Trump era, even the 
deporting of Nazis can’t bring Americans 
together.

A number of Jewish organizations 
and lawmakers were quick to thank the 
Trump administration for deporting 
Jakiw Palij, a former SS guard at the Nazis’ 
Trawnicki concentration camp in Poland.

But they weren’t as quick as the 
administration itself, whose news release 
announcing the deportation was explicit 
in commending President Donald Trump 
for making Palij’s expulsion a priority 
while noting that “past administrations 
were unsuccessful in removing Palij.”

“Today, @realDonaldTrump got the 
job done!” White House press secretary 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders tweeted.

Presidents are seldom shy in taking 
credit where credit is due, and in this 
case it is certainly due: Palij lied about 
his Nazi past when he entered the 
country in 1949 and became a citizen 
in 1957. He later admitted that he was 
trained by the SS and served as an armed 
guard at the adjacent Trawniki forced-
labor camp, where Jews were shot en 
masse (Trawniki’s functions shifted over 
the course of the war). Even if his role 
was only to prevent their escape, that 
constitutes a war crime.

ABC News reported that Trump told 
U.S. Ambassador to Germany Richard 
Grenell to make Palij’s deportation “his 
No. 1 priority when he got to Berlin,” 
which had to agree to take the deportee.

But nothing escapes politicization 
in these polarized times, and Monday’s 
announcement was no exception. Critics 
of Immigration and Customs Enforcement 

pointed out that the announcement 
arrived only hours after a special 
ceremony at the White House honoring 
the agency. These critics said the timing 
was intended to deflect the intense 
scrutiny of the agency’s aggressive 

tactics in removing undocumented 
immigrants, regardless of their criminal 
records. Some Democrats have called 
for abolishing ICE and refocusing 
immigration enforcement efforts only on 
undocumented immigrants who come to 
the attention of law enforcement.

“My father denaturalized and 
deported Nazis for a living and he didn’t 
need a xenophobic goon squad to do it,” 
tweeted BuzzFeed reporter Joe Bernstein, 

whose father, Mike, served as assistant 
deputy director of the Office of Special 
Investigations, the Justice Department’s 
Nazi-hunting unit. “The men and women 
of OSI would be disgusted by using 
deportations as a political stunt.”

“Palij’s deportation was ordered in 
2004, the hold-up had to do with him 
being stateless, and past admins removed 
dozens of original Nazis, all of whom 
are now very old or dead,” journalist 
Jonathan M. Katz tweeted.

“[I]t is not hard to see a malign political 
motive in the White House’s press 
campaign surrounding the deportation,” 
Josh Marshall of the liberal Talking Points 
Memo wrote.

Republican’s seized on the Palij 
announcement, meanwhile, to defend 
the agency and the president.

“Thank you @ICEgov for apprehending 
an ACTUAL Nazi & deporting him. This 
would be a good occasion for radical 
Democrats to reconsider their ill-advised 
attacks [on] brave @ICEgov officers,” 
tweeted Sen. Tom Cotton, R-Ark., one of 
ICE’s most outspoken proponents in the 
Senate. His use of “ACTUAL” presumably 
referred to some left-wing attacks 
comparing ICE officers to Nazis.

Conservative provocateur Glenn Beck 
took a similar tack.

“ICE deports White Nazi? I thought 
they were white supremacists? Facts can 
be stubborn things,” he tweeted.

James Hasson, a law student and 
frequent contributor to the conservative 
media, tweeted: “ICE arresting and 
deporting an actual Nazi labor camp 
guard seems a tad inconvenient for the 
whole ‘ICE is a bunch of literal Nazis’ 
narrative.”

Beyond the political scorekeeping, 
some observers sought to make some 
substantive points.

Marshall also wanted to talk 
policy, not politics, specifically about 
whether aggressive attempts to strip 
the citizenship of naturalized citizens 
violates a tradition that treats all citizens 
the same.

“Few of us would disagree that former 
Nazis who participated in war crimes 
should not be given refuge or citizenship 
in the US,” Marshall wrote. “But 
denaturalization is extreme and fraught 
device which should be employed only in 
the most extreme circumstances.”

By Andrew Silow-Carroll
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FLORAL PARK, NY — It is with 
great sadness that the family of the 
beautiful Sheila Elyse Goldich an-
nounces her passing after a long he-
roic battle with cancer.

Sheila lived life right up to the 
very end. She was larger than life. She 
affected people in a very unique way 
and those that knew her had the most 
loyal friend ever. She defended her 
family and friends at all costs with 
tremendous generosity and humor. 
She was truly one of a kind.

Sheila started her modeling and 
theatrical career at the age of 3. She 
was a cheerleader who brought great 
spirit to her team. She was confirmed 
at Rodef Sholem Temple, graduated 
from Cardinal Mooney High School, 
and received her Bachelor’s degree 
from the University of West Virginia. 
She was a sports fanatic, often shar-
ing facts and statistics that were wise 
beyond her years.

In 1998, at the age of 21, she joined 
her father in the casino and junket 
rep business and became president 
four years later. She was the young-
est and most successful female host, 
spanning a career of over 20 years. 
Her business was called Lucky Jun-
kets. Those who really got to know 
Sheila were the lucky ones.

Early in life Sheila recognized how 
to live and made an impact on every-
one she knew. Sheila was an amazing 
caregiver, and she was compassion-
ate and generous with her time and 
heart. 

When fate forced her to switch 
roles it was never a comfortable fit. 

Sheila wanted to make you feel bet-
ter. Sheila was everyone’s pillar of 
strength.

Sheila was most proud of her 
important roles in this life. She was 
an amazing friend, sister, daughter, 
aunt, great-aunt, granddaughter, 
niece, and cousin. While she passed 
away too soon, she lived a very full 
life in a short span of time.

She will be lovingly remembered 
by her mother, Carole Goldich; 
brother Randy and sister-in-law 
Sandy Goldich and nieces Ashleigh 
and Gabbi; sister Linda and broth-
er-in-law Dennis Rappaport neph-
ew and niece Tony and Jacquelyn 
Rappaport and great nephew Tyler 
Rappaport; uncle Mickey and aunt 
Marlene Murphy; Sabrina and Sam 
Shapiro, who were like siblings; 
and her true blue friend, Jennifer 
D’Apolito; plus many loving cousins 
and friends.

She will be joining her devoted 
father, Stanley Goldich and beautiful 
sister, Kimberly Goldich.

“We will miss her dearly.”
The funeral took place on Sunday, 

Aug. 20, at Rodef Sholem Tod Cem-
etery Chapel in Youngstown.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks 
that donations be made to LiveOn-
NY Foundation, 460W 34th St., 15th 
Floor, New York, NY 10001.

Arrangements were handled 
by the Higgins-Reardon Funeral 
Homes, Boardman-Canfield Chapel.
Please visit www.higgins-reardon.
com to view this obituary and to send 
condolences.

Sheila Elyse Goldich

SALINE MI — Sophie Degan died 
early in the morning of Augt, 2017. 
She is mourned by her family and by 
many friends. 

Sophie was 90 years old, and had 
an extraordinary life. Born in War-
saw on Oct. 12, 1926, daughter of 
Ruta and Boleslaw Muszkatblat, she 
also had a younger brother Stefan. 

As a girl, she loved poetry and 
language, and she spoke many lan-
guages with zest. When the Germans 
occupied Poland, she and her family 
went to the Warsaw ghetto, where 
the rest of her family members died, 
were killed, or were sent to the camps 
where they perished. 

At the age of 15, Sophie herself en-
tered the camps. She was in fourteen 
camps, including Majdanek, Aus-
chwitz, and Bergen-Belsen. She in-
tended to write a memoir with a title 
that included the number she had in 
the camps, it was to be called Survi-
vor A-13905. 

At the end of the war, Sophie was 
liberated to Sweden, and eventu-
ally her Aunt Mary Okun in England 
found her through the Red Cross. She 

lived in England, then in Israel, where 
she was a sergeant in the army, and, 
eventually, came to the United States. 

She spent many years in New York, 
where she worked for the UNESCO 
Publications Center; the Conference 
Group of U.S. National Organiza-
tions on the United Nations; and the 
National Council of Churches, Dept. 
of International Affairs. 

She also finished a course of study 
at New York University. In New York, 
she lived with her greatest friend, 
Virginia “Ginny” Saurwein. Later, 
she moved to Washington D.C. 
where she worked as the executive 
director of the United Nations As-
sociation, Capital Area Division, and 
was honored at their annual Human 
Rights Day Luncheon in 1974. 

She served on the U.S. Commit-
tee for International Women’s Year 
(1975), on the advisory committee 
for the D.C. Bicentennial City Cel-
ebration, and for two years on Mayor 
Barry’s UN Day Committee. After 
her years at the United Nations Asso-
ciation, Sophie ran her own business, 
Flag World International, Inc., selling 

Sophie Degan (neé Sofia Henryka Muszkatblat)

In Memoriam
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pharmaceutical company called BOL 
Pharma — says most of the kibbutzim 
and companies rushing into the indus-
try are being overly optimistic.

“For those kibbutzim that don’t have 
money, medical cannabis is not going to 
be the answer. To survive in this market 
you need very deep pockets, and with-
out vertical integration you’re lost,” he 
said, suggesting that profitable compa-
nies will control the medical marijuana 
supply chain from farm to pharmacy.

“A lot of farmers think it’s like grow-
ing melons. But the future of this indus-
try is medicalization.”

Kibbutz Gezer, a largely American 
immigrant community located south of 
Tel Aviv, is exploring joining Elifaz in a 
medical cannabis business partnership 
with an Israeli pharmaceutical company. 
Laura Spector, a 62-year-old New Jersey 
native who immigrated to the kibbutz in 
1977, is a leader of the project.

Ms. Spector said Gezer had only re-
cently paid off the debt that it, like most 
kibbutzim, racked up during the Israeli 
financial crisis in the 1980s, and was 
ready to invest. She shares Bdir’s inter-
est in making a principled profit.

“I believe in medical marijuana be-
cause I believe in the plant, which can help 
in so many different ways,” she said. “At 
the same time, I think there will be a huge 
financial advantage to Kibbutz Gezer.”

According to Ms. Spector, Gezer’s 
main asset is its land, which is located in 
the center of the country and is licensed 
for mixed use. As such, it would be rela-
tively easy to build processing facilities 
near the crops — a major advantage 
many kibbutzim have over other farms.

In contrast with Elifaz, Gezer is not 

motivated by a need for more members. 
The kibbutz is about 240 strong and ex-
panding. It is building 16 houses for the 
founders’ children and new members, 
with plans to add 22 more in the com-
ing years.

Rather, Ms. Spector said, she wants 
Gezer to enter the medical marijuana 
industry to create communal employ-
ment opportunities. For young people, 
the business could mean a career close 
to home, and for pensioners, it could 
provide the purpose and extra income 
of part-time work, she said.

“I was one of the people who pushed 
privatization on the kibbutz, but I think 
there’s a certain social and economic 
spirit that we should keep in some ways,” 
Ms. Spector said. “I mean, we came here 
for a reason.”

Few kibbutzim embody the spirit of 
the movement better than Kibbutz Ru-
hama, which was established near the 
border of the Gaza Strip in 1943, several 
years before the State of Israel’s found-
ing. Today, the kibbutz’s main business 
is the struggling KR Hamivreshet brush 
factory, and most of its some 200 mem-
bers are of retirement age.

According to kibbutz secretary Ran 
Ferdman, a 40-year-old third gen-
eration member, Ruhama voted over-
whelmingly to partner with researchers 
to enter the medical marijuana industry, 
mostly in hopes of filling up their pen-
sions funds, which were emptied during 
the kibbutz debt crisis.

“They believed the kibbutz would 
exist forever, and the younger genera-
tion would take care of the older one,” 
he said. “But everyone has to take care 
of himself these days.”

Future for Kibbutzim (cont’d from previous page) Tennis (cont’d from p. 21)
The program won a grant and was 

able to recruit 40 volunteers along with 
two tennis coaches and one fitness mo-
tivation coach. Amy says that “when 
you embark on a project like this, every-
one wants to help. It’s tough to say no to 
something like this.”

By the end of the five weeks, every 
volunteer was moved by the sight of hap-
py, healthy children blooming with self-
confidence and who could not wait to 
get back on the court. Ms. Hendricks ex-
plains: “In a city, with a high poverty rate 
and a public school system in difficulty, 
it can be a rare sight to see children be-
lieving in themselves, and that’s why pro-
grams like this are desperately needed.”

The program has seen so much suc-
cess that even more kids are coming to 
the JCC with the hopes of learning how 
to play tennis. Ms. Hendricks now wants 
to make the program year-long and rep-
licate the ITC model, with after school 
tutoring sessions, girl-empowerment 
programs and of course, food. She wants 
to take these steps slowly, though, to en-
sure that they get it right for the children.

be an evening with Little Rock 9’s Min-
niejean Brown Trickey on Oct. 2 spon-
sored by St. Patrick Church and Flam-
beau’s on Market Street.

Also scheduled are a presentation by 
the Sandy Hook Promise organization 
in Youngstown and Liberty and a non-
violence evening at Barnes and Noble in 
Boardman on Wed., Oct. 4, with book 
reading, art, and a performance by the 
Youngstown Connection.

The weeklong celebration was 
launched seven years ago by Youngstown 
high-school students who were mem-
bers of the Mahoning Valley Sojourn to 
the Past, organized by retired city teach-
er Penny Wells.

As part of that project, they formed 
legislation to create “Ohio Nonviolence 
Week” which was signed into law by 
Gov. John Kasich.

To register or learn more, visit 
OhioNonviolenceWeek.org or contact 
Sarah Wilschek at SarahWilschek@Jew-
ishYoungstown.org or 330 746-3250 x 
123.

Nonviolence  
(cont’d from page 22)

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement officers arrive at a Brooklyn home in search of an 
undocumented immigrant
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flags nationally and internationally for 
17 years. 

She retired to Ann Arbor in 2006, 
and lived many good years at Lurie 
Terrace, before moving to her last resi-
dence at Story Point, where she died 
peacefully, surrounded by the memen-
tos and photographs of rich years. 

Sophie had a gift for friendship, 
and loved and was loved by many peo-
ple. Although all her immediate family 
died in World War II, she was a cher-
ished member of a larger extended 

family in the United States. 
For the last 11 years she was cared 

for by her cousins Hilary Cohen, and 
the late Michael Cohen of Ann Arbor. 
She is also survived by Amy Cohen, 
Laura Helton, Hazel Cohen, and Zin-
nia Cohen, or Philadelphia; by Rachel 
Cohen, Matthew Boyle, her name-
sake Sylvia Sophie Boyle, and Tobias 
Boyle, of Chicago; by Stephanie and 
Mark Prieto, of Portland OR; Daniel 
Arnold, Ashley Laird, and Sage Laird, 
of Agness OR; by Patricia Kelvin, of 

Poland, OH; Taylor, Melissa, and Avi 
Leonard, of Bexley OH; by Alexander 
and Bozena Massey; and by Iwona 
Zankowska and Ben Dyczkowski, of 
New York. 

In her last years, she was happy to 
be “honorary great-grandma” to Hazel, 
Zinnia, Sylvia, Tobias, Sage, and Avi. 

Sophie loved animals and had a 
special relationship with them, espe-
cially with cats, and dolphins. Swim-
ming with dolphins in Florida was a 
highlight of her late years, and she was 

always surrounded by cats, cat decora-
tions, and sayings about cats. 

She supported the United Nations, 
the Humane Society, the World Wild-
life Federation, American Veterans, 
and organizations that helped refugees. 

Some years ago, when a relative of 
hers died, Sophie sent a card of sympa-
thy with a quotation from Henry Da-
vid Thoreau: “Every blade in the field, 
every leaf in the forest, lays down its 
life in its season as beautifully as it was 
taken up.” 

Lewis, best known for his starring 
role in “The Nutty Professor,” died 
Sunday morning at his home in Las 
Vegas, The Las Vegas Review Journal 
columnist John Katsilometes first re-
ported. He was 91.

Though he was largely out of the 
movie industry by the end of the 
1960s, Mr. Lewis continued to perform 
a comedy routine in Las Vegas, where 
he got his start in 1949, according to 
Variety.

Mr. Lewis was born Joseph Levitch 
to Borscht Belt entertainer parents 
Danny and Rae Levitch, who used the 
name Lewis when they appeared in 
small-time vaudeville and at Catskills 
resort hotels, according to The New 
York Times. Mr. Lewis, known as Joey 
when he was young, said the fact that 
his parents often left him in the care of 
his grandmother and aunts gave him a 
longstanding sense of insecurity and a 
need for attention.

However, according to the Los An-
geles Jewish Journal, “Unlike many 
Jewish comedians and celebrities, Mr. 
Lewis rarely talked, or made jokes, 
about his Jewish heritage.

He began performing with Dean 
Martin in 1946 after they performed 
on the same bill at a Manhattan night-
club and created an act which soared 
in popularity with Mr. Lewis using 
his physical slapstick comedy acting 
alongside Mr. Martin’s relaxed per-
sona. The duo also starred in 13 films, 
but broke up ten years later, at which 
point they were barely speaking to 
each other.

Mr. Lewis and Mr. Martin recon-
ciled in 1987, when Mr. Lewis attended 
the funeral of Dean Paul Martin Jr., 
Dean Martin’s oldest son, a pilot in the 
California Air National Guard who had 
been killed in a crash. They continued 
to speak occasionally until Mr. Martin 
died in 1995, the Times reported.

Jerry Lewis began writing, pro-
ducing and directing films in the late 
1950s and 1960s. “Rock-a-Bye Baby” 
(1958), “The Geisha Boy” (1958) and 
“Cinderfella” (1960) were his first three 
films, and were directed by Lewis men-
tor Frank Tashlin.  He wrote, directed 
and starred in the 1960 film “The Bell-
boy,” his directorial debut.

The 1963 film “The Nutty Profes-
sor,” in which the actor in a variation 
on “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,” played 
both the shy chemistry professor and 
a brash nightclub singer. At the end 
of his life, Mr. Lewis hoped to bring a 
musical adaptation of “The Nutty Pro-
fessor” to Broadway.

He began hosting the annual Labor 
Day weekend Muscular Dystrophy As-
sociation telethon in 1966, remaining 
as host of the telethon and his beloved 
“Jerry’s Kids” until 2010, raising more 
than $2 billion during those years.

He received the Academy of Mo-

tion Pictures Arts & Sciences’ Jean 
Hersholt Humanitarian Award for his 
charitable activity in 2009. He has two 
stars on the Hollywood Walk of Fame 
— one for his movie work, the other 
for television.

Mr. Lewis, whose comedy style re-
mained popular in France, was induct-
ed by the French government into the 
Légion d’Honneur in 2006.

In 2015, the Library of Congress 
announced that it had acquired Mr. 
Lewis’s personal archives. In a state-
ment, he said, “Knowing that the Li-
brary of Congress was interested in 
acquiring my life’s work was one of the 
biggest thrills of my life,” according to 
The New York Times.

He had six sons with his first wife 
Patty Palmer, Gary, Ronnie, Scott, An-
thony, Christopher and Joseph, who 
died in 2009.  He is survived by his 
second wife, SanDee Pitnick, and their 
daughter.

Jerry Lewis
In Memoriam

Sophie Degan (continued from page 58)

2000 Burning Tree Lane
Youngstown, OH 44505

‘BlacKkKlansman’ Recalls the Possibilities, Then and Now, of a Black-
Jewish Alliance

SAN FRANCISCO (JTA) -- In a dramatic 
scene, word reaches local officials that 
the leader of a militant black organization 
coming to town is intent on stirring up 
trouble. An uncover operation ensues 
when an African-American attends the 
event, taking copious notes and reporting 
his findings back to his Jewish colleague.

In this moment, it seems, the black-
Jewish relationship stood strong. Racists 
and bigots, no matter what side of the 
racial or religion divide, will face blacks 
and Jews working together in pursuit of 
justice.

It sounds like an early scene from Spike 
Lee’s “BlacKkKlansman,” when African-
American detective Ron Stallworth 
(played by John David Washington) 
surveils a speech by Black Power founder 
Stokely Carmichael. Instead, it’s the true 
story of a 1959 speech by Nation of Islam 
leader Elijah Muhammad at a mosque in 
Newark, New Jersey.

Years before the events in the movie, 
in which a black detective and his Jewish 
partner go undercover to infiltrate the 
Ku Klux Klan, the American Jewish 
Committee joined with African-American 
civil rights leaders to investigate the 
threat posed by Muhammad and his 
call for black militancy. Even as Jewish 
leaders concluded that Muhammad’s 
speech proved more anti-white than 
anti-Semitic, the episode painted a 
picture of black-Jewish cooperation that 
anticipated the partnership between 
Stallworth, Colorado Springs’ first black 
police officer, and the detective who in 

the film is called Flip Zimmerman (Adam 
Driver).

On the surface, Lee presents a classic 
tale of black-Jewish cooperation. In this 
understanding of interracial relations, 
two historically oppressed groups 
joined forces to confront the racism 

and anti-Semitism of the Ku Klux Klan. 
Jews, committed to the mandates of 
prophetic Judaism, reached across the 
divide and leveraged their religious 
ideals to demonstrate the equality of all 
Americans, regardless of racial status.

In the civil rights movement that 
predated the events of the film, Jews 
comprised a majority of white volunteers 
and offered generous funding to the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. and his allies. Most 

contemporary news reports and even 
historical accounts offered this idealistic 
and filiopietistic analysis. The black-
Jewish story line of “BlacKkKlansman” 
offers a needed challenge to that 
simplistic historical understanding.

Even as Lee and script writers David 

Rabinowitz, Charlie Wachtel and Kevin 
Willmott treat the Jewish detective 
sympathetically, they are careful not to 
fall into the trap, so prevalent in much 
of the historical literature, of moving 
white Jews into the center of what was 
a movement created and led by African-
Americans. Instead, Stallworth enjoys 
agency. He is the one who finds an ad in 
the local paper advertising a meeting of 
the KKK. Despite the racism within his 
police department and in the community 
at large, he launches an investigation, 
determining its course throughout the 
film.

In a break from the classic interracial 
motif of more-powerful Jews helping 
less-powerful blacks, “BlacKkKlansman” 
places Jewish detective Zimmerman, as 
well as the other white police officers in 
his unit, in supporting roles. Stallworth, 
acknowledging white privilege as he 
impersonates Zimmerman’s voice in 
telephone calls with the KKK, lobbies his 
Jewish colleague to impersonate him in 
face-to-face meetings with Klansmen.

By redefining the black-Jewish 
relationship in this more Afrocentric 
way, Lee corrects a historical literature 
that all too often marginalized African-
Americans in their own social justice 
movement. He takes an approach similar 
to “Selma” director Ava DuVernay, who 
was unfairly criticized by many Jewish 
viewers when she did not include an 
iconic image of Rabbi Abraham Joshua 
Heschel in her movie.

Lee and his team go a step further 
in rebalancing the black-Jewish 
relationship by showing the ways that 
Stallworth inspired his Jewish colleague 
to strengthen his own religious identity. 
When Zimmerman downplays his Star 
of David necklace, remarking that he did 
not identify strongly as a Jew, Stallworth 
pushes back. And when he asks, “Why 
you acting like you ain’t got skin in the 
game?,” Zimmerman realizes that his 
Jewishness matters. Later in the film, 
he faces virulent anti-Semitism from 
members of the KKK when he is told 
to take a “Jew lie detector test” and to 
lower his pants to see if he had been 
circumcised.

Zimmerman’s heritage mattered; it 
took his African-American colleague to 
wake him up from his Jewish slumber. My 
own research has shown how, taking their 
cues from the Black Power movement, 
young Jews were indeed inspired to seek 
a more serious engagement with their 
ethno-religious identity.

The deepest evidence of this film’s 
investment in exploring black-Jewish 
relations comes from the surprising 
fact that the real detective Zimmerman 
was not Jewish. Lee and the creative 
forces who wrote and produced the 
film, including “Get Out” director Jordan 
Peele, took license to frame this story in 
black-Jewish terms. With this decision, 
they offer a 21st-century re-creation of 
the postwar civil rights alliance.

In a riveting conclusion, Lee connects 
the history of white supremacy and 
the KKK to the contemporary political 
climate. With heart-wrenching cinematic 
detail, viewers are left to wonder how 
much progress has been achieved since 
the emancipation of African-Americans 
in the mid-19th century.

By Marc Dollinger

   News You Can Use

Adam Driver, left, and John David Washington in a scene from Spike Lee’s “BlacKkKlansman.
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How the Jews nearly wiped out Tay-Sachs disease
By Ira Stoll

Parents of children born with Tay-
Sachs disease talk about “three deaths.”

There is the moment when parents 
first learn that their child has been diag-
nosed with the fatal disease. Then there 
is the moment when the child’s condi-
tion has deteriorated so badly — blind, 
paralyzed, non-responsive — that he or 
she has to be hospitalized. Then there’s 
the moment, usually by age 5, when the 
child finally dies.

There used to be an entire hospital 
unit — 16 or 17 beds at Kingsbook Jew-
ish Medical Center in Brooklyn — de-
voted to taking care of these children. 
It was often full, with a waiting list that 
admitted new patients only when some-
one else’s child had died.

But by the late 1990s that unit was to-
tally empty, and it eventually shut down. 
Its closure was a visible symbol of one of 
the most dramatic Jewish success stories 
of the past 50 years: the near-eradication 
of a deadly genetic disease.

Since the ’70s, the incidence of Tay-
Sachs has fallen by more than 90 percent 
among Jews, thanks to a combination of 
scientific advances and volunteer com-
munity activism that brought screening 
for the disease into synagogues, Jew-
ish community centers and, eventually, 
routine medical care.

Until 1969, when doctors discovered 
the enzyme that made testing possible 
to determine whether parents were car-
riers of Tay-Sachs, 50 to 60 affected Jew-
ish children were born each year in the 
United States and Canada. After mass 
screenings began in 1971, the numbers 
declined to two to five Jewish births a 
year, said Karen Zeiger, whose first child 
died of Tay-Sachs.

“It had decreased significantly,” said 
Ms. Zeiger, who until her retirement in 
2000 was the State of California’s Tay-
Sachs prevention coordinator. Between 
1976 and 1989, there wasn’t a single 
Jewish Tay-Sachs birth in the entire 
state, she said.

The first mass screening was held on 

a rainy Sunday afternoon in May 1971 
at Congregation Beth El in Bethesda, 
Maryland. The site was chosen in part 
for its proximity to Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity in Baltimore. One of the two doc-
tors who discovered the missing hexos-
aminidase A enzyme, John O’Brien, was 
visiting a lab there, and another Johns 
Hopkins doctor, Michael Kaback, had 
recently treated two Jewish couples with 
Tay-Sachs children, including Zeiger’s. 
Dr. Zeiger’s husband, Bob, was also a 
doctor at Johns Hopkins.

The screenings used blood tests to 
check for the missing enzyme that iden-
tified a parent as a Tay-Sachs carrier.

“With the help of 40 trained lay vol-
unteers and 15 physicians, more than 
1,500 people volunteered for testing and 
were processed through the ‘system’ in 
about 5 hours,” Dr. Kaback later recalled 
in an article in the journal Genetics in 
Medicine. “For me, it was like having 
written a symphony and hearing it for 
the first time—and it went beautifully, 
without glitches.”

A machine to process the tests cost 
$15,000. “We had bazaars, cake sales, 
sold stockings, and that’s how we raised 
money for the machine,” Ms. Zeiger 
said.

Before screening, couples in which 
both parents were Tay-Sachs carriers 
“almost always stopped having chil-
dren after they had one child with Tay-
Sachs, for fear of having another,” Ruth 
Schwartz Cowan wrote it in her book 
Heredity and Hope: The Case for Genetic 
Screening.

But with screening, Tay-Sachs could 
be detected before birth, and “carrier 
couples felt encouraged to have chil-
dren,” she wrote.

Dr. Kaback’s work helped enable 
thousands of parents who were Tay-
Sachs carriers to have other, healthy 
children.

“What he did for Tay-Sachs and how 
he helped so many families was amaz-
ing,” Zeiger said. “People named their 

(Continued on p. 29)
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Federation mission travels to Ukraine and Israel
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The conflicts in Ukraine seem so far 
away from the American experience. 
Yet the reality of the fighting in the 
eastern part of that country — flames 
fanned by Russia — with the displace-
ment of thousands of Jews became ap-
parent to YAJF Executive Director Andy 
Lipkin and Federation board member 
Rick Marlin, when they participated in 
a Leadership Mission to Ukraine and 
Israel in July.

In an interview with the Jewish Jour-
nal, Mr. Marlin said, “It’s extremely 
emotional to hear what people have 
had to go through — unemployment, 
because there are no jobs, homeless-
ness, because there are no places to 
live.”

“Thank God we’re there to help these 
people,” Mr. Lipkin said.

More than 350,000 Jews still live in 
the Ukraine, 110,000 of them in Kiev. 
While there is less anti-semitism in that 
country — Ukraine was the first nation 
of the formers Soviet Union that estab-
lished diplomatic relations with Israel. 
According to Mr. Lipkin, the Financial 
Resource Development Mission is the 
only group helping in the east. “All the 
other NGOs have gone.

Ten years ago, not much was going 
on “jewishly.” But now, there’s a good 
system of service delivery. People whose 
Judaism might have been lost or forgot-
ten — especially young people — have 
a thirst for knowledge about Judaism, 
Israel and Jewish culture around the 
world.

Young Jewish teens can find pro-
grams like BBYO in the United States, 
that are not just safe places, but places 

where they can learn for the first time . 
what it means to be Jewish.

Mr. Marlin related the story of a 
young woman whose father told her 
that she was going to go to Jewish camp. 
At 16, it was the first time she knew she 
had Jewish heritage. Now she heads the 

camp.
Imagine no shuls and no services, for 

two generations. This new awakening 
of Jewish history in Kiev is prompting 
15-17-year-olds to research Jewish his-
tory and to think about making Aliyah.

The Federation dollars that support 

the mission help impoverished elderly 
Jews.

“Wherever there’s a Jew in need,” 
that’s where we need to be,” Mr. Lip-
kin said. There is no social safety net in 
Ukraine. “If it weren’t for us,” Mr. Lipkin 
and Mr. Marlin said, “many would not 
be alive. We can help them live in dig-
nity.”

In Israel, the mission visited Ramle, 
a city of 80,00 Jews, Arabs, Muslims, 
and Christians which experiences many 
of the same kinds of problems as low-
income communities around the world.

One of the sites the group visited, was 
Masa, an umbrella organization that co-
ordinates more than 200 gap year, study 
abroad, post college, and volunteer pro-
grams serving young Jewish adults who 
are visiting Israel — learning to “live 
like a local.”

They also visited a community court,  
an alternative court model that aims to 
reduce recidivism and re-integrate of-
fenders into society. Instead of focusing 
om punishment, the goal is to examine 
the underlying issues that contribute to 
criminal behavior. The program draws 
up an individual plan to help rehabili-
tate offenders.

As Mr. Lipkin explained, “If you 
throw a guy in jail, there’s no food for 
his kids. If you can break the cycle, you 
contribute to the well-being of the en-
tire community.

“It’s a work in progress,” Mr. Lipkin 
says. “As is the entire state of Israel.”

He added, The mission really brought 
home what the needs are of Jewish com-
munities around the world — and how 
the dollars we raise help fill those needs.

The Kiev Jewish Community Center — Halom (which means dream) — is a three story 
building, where seniors, like those above, can enjoy Israeli dancing. There’s nothing as 
extravagant as a pool or gymnasium, but the third floor holds a preschool 
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Recipe
Ingredients:
1 4-pound chicken cut in eighths 
(breasts cut in half if large)
4 tablespoons canola oil (separated:

2 tablespoons for simmer sauce 
and 2 tablespoons for browning 
the chicken)

1 large onion, chopped
3 cloves garlic, minced
1/2 cup pomegranate molasses
1/2 cup sweetened pomegranate juice
1/2 cup honey
2 cups vegetable or chicken broth
1 teaspoon cumin
1/2 teaspoon powdered ginger
1/8 teaspoon allspice
1/2 teaspoon turmeric
salt and pepper to taste
For the garnish:
2 tablespoons parsley
2 tablespoons pomegranate arils 
(seeds)
Directions:
Heat 2 tablespoons canola oil in a large 
pan (you’ll need a lid for later).
Sauté chopped onion until soft and 
translucent. Add minced garlic and 
saute for 2-3 minutes (do not brown).
Add pomegranate molasses, juice, 
honey, broth and spices.
Stir and bring to boil. Reduce to an 
active simmer, and cook uncovered, 
for about 20 minutes or until sauce is 
reduced by about half the volume and 
slightly thickened.
Taste sauce and adjust seasoning. Too 
tart? Add 1-2 tablespoons honey. Want 
more kick? Crack more black pepper.

Remove sauce from heat and pour into 
bowl. Set aside.
Note: The simmer sauce may be pre-
pared two to three days ahead and re-
frigerated until ready to prepare the 
chicken.
Wash pan.
Rinse chicken parts, pat dry, season 
with salt and pepper.
Heat remaining 2 tablespoons of oil in 
pan and place chicken parts skin side 
down. Brown on one side and flip to 
second side. Do not crowd chicken 
in the pan, as this causes chicken to 
steam rather than brown.
Lower heat, pour prepared simmer 
sauce over the chicken. Cover pan and 
simmer on low for 35-40 minutes.
Remove from pan and platter, gar-
nishing with chopped parsley and 
pomegranate arils.

(Liz Rueven’s blog, Kosher Like Me, fea-
tures restaurant and product reviews, tips 
on events where like-minded eaters like her 
can actually eat, and news about folks in the 
food world.)

The Nosher food blog offers a dazzling 
array of new and classic Jewish recipes and 
food news, from Europe to Yemen, from 
challah to shakshuka and beyond. Check it 
out at www.TheNosher.com.

Journal editor’s note: Although this 
recipe’s creator called for using one pan, 
most home cooks should have at least two 
— making preparation easier. 

When I browned the chicken in 2 T 
canola oil, it stuck. I’d recommend using a 
non-stick pan.

Since pomegranates are not yet in sea-
son (as of Aug. 25), I couldn’t garnish the 
chicken as the author’s photo suggests. The 
produce manager at Giant Eagle assures 
me they should be in by mid-September.

Saffron rice (continued from previous page)
Ingredients:
2 C basmati rice
1/2 C chopped onion
3T Canola oil
2 pinches saffron, soaked in 2 T hot  
water.
3 1/2 C chicken stock (I use Brad’s Ko-
sher stock, available at Marc’s)
Salt to taste
1/4-1/2 C toasted sliced almonds (op-
tional, but I love the crunch)
Directions:
Rinse rice until water runs clear. Drain 

the rice and spread it on paper towels to 
dry.
Sautée chopped onion in oil until just 
golden.
Add dried rice, stirring constantly tile 
rice starts to turn golden. At that point, 
lower heat.
Heat stock to boiling. Add saffron .
Stirring, pour stock into rice-onion mix 
and cover. Cook on low for 20-25 min-
utes. Turn off heat. Keep covered until 
ready to serve.
Sprinkle with almonds before serving.
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Ethiopian Rosh Hashanah blends unique customs with yearning for Jerusalem
By Adam Abrams/JNS.org

Despite relative isolation from their 
Jewish brethren around the world for 
millennia, Ethiopian Jews have coveted 
the same dream of celebrating Rosh Ha-
shanah “next year in Jerusalem.”

Though unique, the Jewish New Year 
festivities in Ethiopia bear many simi-
larities to the holiday’s observance in 
the broader diaspora. 

Limor Malessa and five of her sib-
lings were born and raised in a small 
Ethiopian village near the Jewish com-
munity of Gondar. She left the village at 
age 13 and traveled to Ethiopia’s capital 
of Addis Ababa, along with her parents 
and five siblings, in anticipation of em-
igrating to Israel—the “promised land” 
that Ethiopian Jews longed to return to 
for thousands of years, unaware that 
the holy temple in Jerusalem had long 
since been destroyed. (Gaps in access 
to modern technology and their dis-
tance from other Jewish communities 
meant many Ethiopian Jews, up until 
about 20 years ago, lacked some basic 
knowledge about major episodes in 
Jewish history.)

In 1991, at age 15, the aliyah for 
Malessa and her family officially began 
when Israel’s Mossad intelligence agen-
cy privately smuggled the family out 
of Ethiopia’s capital city to the Jewish 
homeland by way of Italy. 

The family arrived in Israel just a 
month before the Mossad conducted 
a massive clandestine airlift operation, 
dubbed “Operation Solomon,” which 
saw some 14,000 Ethiopian Jews se-
cretly airlifted out of Ethiopia aboard 
35 non-stop flights to Israel in 36 hours. 
Malessa has now lived in Israel for more 
than 30 years, building a family of eight 
children in the city of Ashdod and be-
coming thoroughly integrated into Is-
raeli society.

Due to the small size of Malessa’s vil-
lage in comparison to other Jewish Ethi-
opian townships, not many “kessim”—
elder religious leaders with knowledge 
of oral Jewish law and the equivalent 
of rabbis—resided in her home village. 
This “would make my childhood mem-
ories of Rosh Hashanah less vivid than 
of those who grew up with many kessim 

in their villages,” Malessa told JNS.org 
in Ethiopian-accented Hebrew.

New immigrants from Ethiopia ar-
rive at the Ibim Absorption Center in 
Jerusalem in October 2012, as part of 
aliyah and absorption efforts facilitated 
and funded by the International Fel-
lowship of Christians and Jews. Credit: 
Moshe Shai.

New immigrants from Ethiopia ar-
rive at the Ibim Absorption Center in 
Jerusalem in October 2012, as part of 
aliyah and absorption efforts facilitated 
and funded by the International Fel-
lowship of Christians and Jews. Credit: 
Moshe Shai.

The Ethiopian villagers were entirely 
dependent on the verbally disseminated 
wisdom of the elders, who were the only 
people in the village capable of reading 
Jewish texts written in the ancient Ge’ez 
dialect. 

“The kessim would instruct every-
one in the villages on how to prepare for 
the holiday….Villages that had more of 
the religious leaders would have a much 
deeper understanding of the holiday 
and its laws,” Malessa said.

In Amharic, which is rooted in the 
Ge’ez dialect and is the official language 

of Ethiopia, Rosh Hashanah is called 
“Brenha Serkan,” which essentially 
means “the rising of the dawn,” said Ma-
lessa. In keeping with the meaning of 
holiday’s name, the kessim “would rise 
before dawn on the holy day, to begin 
the first prayer service of the day before 
sunrise,” she said.

In Ethiopia, Rosh Hashanah was—
and still is—observed during the course 
of one day, in contrast to the two days 
observed in the rest of the Jewish dias-
pora and in Israel. The Ethiopian Rosh 
Hashanah is comprised of three prayer 
services: before dawn, in the afternoon 
and in the evening. There are four prayer 

services in the broader Jewish world for 
Rosh Hashanah, and none begin before 
sunrise. 

“The holiday also has another name, 
‘Zikir,’ which is similar to the Hebrew 
word for remember, ‘zachor,’” Malessa 
said.

Similar to the custom in other dias-
pora Jewish communities, “everyone 
in the village wears new clean white 
clothes” for Zikir, she said, while it is 
“also customary for affluent people in 
the village to have very large feasts and 
invite others in the village to join in the 
festivities.” The festivities are meant to 
remind people of the day’s holiness, 
and to “make sure that during the holi-
day not a single Jew is left without food 
and enjoyment,” according to Malessa.

“People serve lamb—the most ex-
pensive meat available—and have spe-
cial meals to observe the mitzvah of 
feeding their Jewish brothers and sis-
ters,” she said. 

Malessa’s mother, Esther Lakau, who 
lives in the Israeli coastal city of Ash-
kelon, said she “remembers hearing the 
kessim sound the shofar on the holiday.”

“Everyone in the village prepared the 
food for the holiday a day in advance,” 
Lakau told JNS.org.

“The kessim would read from the 
holy scripts in Ge’ez and tell the history 
of the Jewish people,” she said. “They 
would speak of Abraham, Yitzhak and 
Yaakov, our great patriarchs and matri-
archs, and the lessons we could learn 
from them in the present….Most im-
portantly, the kessim would emphasize 
our long-held aspiration to celebrate 
Rosh Hashanah ‘next year in Jerusa-
lem.’”

Photo/Miriam Alster/Flash90

Ethiopian Jews are greeted by family members as they arrive at Israel’s Ben Gurion Airport, 
as part of an aliyah flight arranged by The Jewish Agency for Israel and sponsored by the 
International Christian Embassy Jerusalem, in June 2017. 
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A High Holiday Plea: Listen to Each Other on Israel’s Nation-State 
Debate

(JTA) -- The High Holidays are 
approaching. It is a time when Jews 
worldwide join together in the spirit of 
camaraderie, pouring out their hearts for 
a good new year.

But the lead-up this year has been 
different, often pitting Jews against Jews 
in bitter controversy. Rosh Hashanah 
5779 arrives with the passage of 
legislation declaring that Israel is a 
Jewish state with the right of Jewish 
self-determination. Supporters and 
detractors have been characterizing each 
other using inappropriate, explosive 
language. On one side, too many have 
called the law’s supporters “racist”; 
on the other, too many have called its 
detractors “anti-Zionist.”

Such language must stop. It fans the 
flames of conflict, potentially leading to 
hatred – even violence. While a word is a 
word and a deed is a deed, words lead to 
deeds. As the rabbis declare, wise people 
must be careful with language.

Rather than call the other names, each 
side should listen to the other’s concerns, 
allowing them to influence their own 
thoughts. Listening is at the core of Rosh 
Hashanah’s shofar ritual. The ritual is not 
only about sounding the shofar, but, as its 
preamble blessing proclaims, listening 
(“lishmoah”) to its sound.

Supporters ought listen to issues 
raised by detractors. Specifically, with 
the one-state solution gaining traction 
among Israel’s Jews, will Arab citizens 
be denied an equal vote? And, it must 
be added, does a Jewish state mean a 
theocratic state where Jewish religious 
law will be imposed against the will of 
many?

Recent events have increased these 

fears. A Conservative rabbi was picked 
up by police for performing a marriage 
outside of the jurisdiction of the Chief 
Rabbinate, which follows rigid Orthodox 
practices. I, too, an Orthodox rabbi, have 
felt the sting of the Chief Rabbinate. 
Letters I’ve written attesting to the 
Jewishness of longtime congregants of 
my synagogue in New York, where I have 
served for 45 years, have been denied.

Detractors, too, must take into account 

questions raised by the law’s supporters.
Too many Israeli Supreme Court 

decisions have alienated many Jews 
living in Israel. While all communities 
ideally should be open to everyone, the 
Israeli Supreme Court has allowed Arab 
communities to exclude Jews while 
forcing Jewish communities to include 
Arabs. Additionally, because of the 

importance of free speech, some rhetoric 
by Arab members of the Israeli parliament 
that has bordered on treasonous has 
been permitted on the Knesset floor. This 
has outraged some Israeli Jews.

I have long felt that the founders of 
the state should have been more decisive 
and named the country the Jewish State 
of Israel in 1948, proclaiming its Jewish 
identity from the outset. Among other 
matters, this would have clearly declared 

“Hatikvah” as Israel’s national anthem, 
Hebrew as its official language, the Israeli 
flag as its national banner and the Law of 
Return as applying exclusively to Jews.

I support the nation-state law, even as 
I insist that all citizens of Israel be treated 
equally. I believe strongly in reaching out 
to our Arab brothers and sisters, and so 
I visited the mosque in Yasuf that was 
desecrated in 2009 and reached out to 
the father of Mohammed Abu Khdeir, the 
Palestinian teenager who was murdered 
in 2014 after three Jewish boys were 
kidnapped and murdered. I have reached 
out because of my passionate belief that 
all of humanity regardless of religion or 
race is sacred and every human is created 
in the image of God.

For me, a strong sense of Jewish 
identity does not contradict universal 
consciousness but is a prerequisite to it.

I have little doubt that the architects 
of this new law believe that it does not 
discriminate against Arabs. They would 
insist that equality for all is legislated in 
other Basic Laws that would fully protect 
Arabs and other non-Jews living in Israel.

But with nationalism on the rise both 
in the U.S. and around the globe, the 
timing of this new law is suspect. And 
it very well may be that politicians are 
using the law to gain political points.

Because of these concerns, I, a strong 
supporter of Jewish settlements, believe 
that the new law should be amended 
to include a simple but important 
phrase from Israel’s Declaration of 
Independence: “[Israel] will ensure 
complete equality of social and political 
rights to all its inhabitants irrespective 
of religion, race or sex.” I suggest this 
addition because these rights are 
absolutely central Jewish values. Such an 
amendment would win over support of 
many of the law’s original naysayers.

Truth be told, supporters and 
detractors of the new law have more 
in common than not. Too many are 
politicizing the issue and painting their 
opponents as extremists. The center, 
including supporters and detractors of 
the law, recognize that Israel is a hybrid: 
a Jewish democratic state.

There are many democracies in the 
world. No two are the same. Israel is 
not simply a Western democracy that 
happens to be in the Middle East. It is a 
unique Jewish democracy -- with all its 
beauty and complexity.

And no democracy faces the existential 
challenges that Israel does. Despite 
threats on each of its borders, and even 
from within, Israel tries to do all it can 
to adhere to democratic principles. It’s 
difficult to imagine that other nations 
facing similar threats would do the same.

This Rosh Hashanah, supporters and 
detractors should remember that there 
is a short but clear pause between the 
sounds of the shofar. The pause may be 
understood as giving participants time 
to listen and incorporate each individual 
note’s meaning into our hearts and souls.

This, I believe, is our mandate, our 
“tzav hasha’ah.” Rather than the two sides 
in this debate demonizing the other, each 
must listen to the other. 

By Avi Weiss

L’Shana Tova
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Rachel Azaria of the Kulanu party is removed by security guards at a Knesset meeting on the 
nation-state law
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The first week of October in the state 
of Ohio is dedicated to Nonviolence. 
Ohio Nonviolence Week will be offer-
ing a program based on Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King’s six principles of Nonvio-
lence. For an entire outline of the week 
visit www.OhioNonviolenceWeek.org
Local observance

In the Youngstown area, the week 
will feature a parade, rally, and the pre-
sentation of the Simeon Booker Award 
for Courage, which this year will be 
awarded to National honoree, Ken E. 
Nwadike Jr. and Youngstown’s own Ter-
ry Vicars. Mr. Vicars is a tireless advo-
cate for the less fortunate, working with 
homeless peoples, single mothers, and 
those in poverty.

At the awards dinner and presenta-
tion, three prominent national figures 
will participate in a panel “Intolerance 
in Today’s America. The speakers will 
discuss Antisemitism, Islamophobia, 
and Racism.” 

Anita Gray, regional director of the 
Anti-Defamation League in Cleveland. 
will discuss Antisemitism. Previously, 
she was a congressional liaison to Con-
gresswoman Marcia L. Fudge, Cleveland 
director for AIPAC, the Jewish National 
Fund, and campaign director of the suc-
cessful 2010 Cuyahoga County Health 
and Human Services renewal levy.  

In addition, she co-founded Ishma-
el & Isaac, a coexistence organization 
between Cleveland’s Jewish and Arab 
communities.  In that capacity, she was 

national executive director and traveled 
twice to Israel, the West Bank, and Jor-
dan with Cleveland Jews and Arabs.  She 
has received numerous awards, most re-
cently, from the YWCA as a Woman of 
Distinction.

Wajahat Ali will speak on Islamapho-
bia in America today. He is a journalist, 

writer, lawyer, playwright, TV host and 
consultant for the U.S. State Department. 
Beginning in early 2017, as creative di-
rector of Affins Labs, Mr. Ali launched a 
global startup incubator network aimed 
at identifying and fostering “emerging 
entrepreneurial taken from around the 
world that understands what makes the 
global Islamic economy special.” 

Previously, Mr. Ali helped launch 
the Al Jazeera America network. As 
a reporter, he has focused his stories 
on communities and individuals of-
ten marginalized or under-reported in 
mainstream media. He has also worked 
and been honored by Secretary Clinton 
as a “Generation Change Leader.

Ken E. Nwadike Jr., the third panelist, 
a peace activist, inspirational speaker, 
and video journalist popularly known as 
the Free Hugs Guy. Mr. Nwadike is the 
founder of the Free Hugs Project, which 
gained popularity as made major news 
headlines for his peacekeeping efforts 
and de-escalation of violence during 
protests, riots, and political rallies. 

He was featured in Google’s 2016 
Year in Search video as a highlight 
among some of the year’s most defining 
moments and he has made many ap-
pearances on news programs, including 
CNN, USA Today, Good Morning Brit-
ain, and BBC News. Mr. Nwadike is also 
one of the two recipients of the 2017 
Simeon Booker Award for Courage. 
Nonviolence Parade and Rally

The Nonviolence Parade and Rally 
are open to all participants standing for 
Nonviolence. Individuals as groups are 
able to register and walk in the parade, 
and are encouraged to remain for Rally 
following the parade. The late Patricia 
Cunningham III will be recognized for 
her work in nonviolence and social jus-
tice. 

According to the Vindicator, the 
events taking place during Nonviolence 
week will include more than 10 speakers 
and 2,000 people. 

In addition to the parade, there will 
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BOARDMAN — Robert M. Rus-
nak passed away after a brief illness on 
Aug. 27, 2017.

Robert was born in Cleveland, on 
Nov. 16, 1932, to Eugene and Esther 
(Friedman) Rusnak of Youngstown, 
and given the name Maurice. His old-
er brother Jack mispronounced “baby” 
as “bobby” and the name “Bob” stuck 
with him for the next 84 years.

He is survived by his wife of 58 years, 
Florine (Fish);, two sons, Stephen (Su-
san Bichsel) of Shaker Heights and Jef-
frey (Suzanne Cushwa) of Cleveland 
Heights; four grandchildren, Julia, Eli-
za, Katherine and Noah; sister-in-Law 
Elayne Rusnak; brother-in-Law Sandy 
Fish; and a host of loving nieces, neph-
ews, grand-nieces grand-nephews, 
cousins and dear friends.

Bob grew up on the south side of 
Youngstown and worked part time in 

his father’s grocery stores where he 
developed a strong work ethic passed 
down from his father. He graduated 
from Wilson High School in 1950, and 
Youngstown College in 1954, with a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree.

He took great pride in the fact that 
he was a member of the first gradu-
ating class of ROTC at Youngstown 
College and was commissioned as a 
2nd Lieutenant, stationed at Fort Bliss 
in Texas. Bob returned to Youngstown 
and worked as a salesman for the Ta-
markin Company for the next 21 
years. 

He was an entrepreneur, starting a 
number of small businesses, includ-
ing GOBY Barns yard storage sheds 
and Cartboard Advertising. He was a 
partner with his brother, Jack in Tri-
County Mortgage Company, before 
founding Discount Cash Register 

and Store Equipment Company and 
operating it for the next 30 years. It 
was a small business for small busi-
nesses and Bob helped hundreds 
of retailers and restaurants get es-
tablished in the Youngstown area. 
He loved his customers and clients 
and they returned their respect and 
friendship to him.

Bob was committed to and served 
his community in many ways. He was 
active in the Ohev Tzedek Congrega-
tion in Boardman, serving as a Sunday 
school teacher and youth group advi-
sor and singing in the choir. He was 
on the temple’s Board of Directors for 
many years and served as president 
from 1970 to 1973.

Throughout his life, Bob appreci-
ated Broadway musicals, Impressionist 
art, Mill Creek Park, cars, and ethnic 
foods. He remained a loyal Indians and 

Browns fan his entire life. In his later 
years he also enjoyed taking cruises 
with his wife and spending time with 
his grandchildren. He and his wife 
proudly supported The Butler Institute 
of American Art, Youngstown Sym-
phony Society, and Fellows Riverside 
Gardens.

A memorial service for Bob was 
held at Congregation Ohev-Tzedek, 
5245 Glenwood Ave. in Boardman on 
Tuesday. 

The Shiva services and visitation 
will be held at 7:30 p.m. on Wednes-
day and Thursday evenings this week 
at the family home.

Donations in Bob’s memory may be 
made to Congregation Ohev Tzedek, 
5245 Glenwood Ave. Youngstown, OH 
44512;or to Fellows Riverside Gardens 
Mill Creek MetroPark, 123 McKinley 
Ave., Youngstown, OH 44509.

Heading south for the winter?
Keep your Jewish Journal coming.

Please send my/our Jewish Journal to my/our winter address,
effective (date) _______________________________
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Home address ________________________________
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__________________________________________

Send this form to The 
Jewish Journal, Office, 
Youngstown Area Jewish 
Federation, 505 Gypsy 
Lane, Youngstown, OH 
44504

Robert M. Rusnak

In Memoriam

Camp (cont’d from p. 46) 

half an hour to wash cars for donations. 
The team that receives the most do-

nation money wins the most points, and 
also decides which charity to donate all 
of the money to. 

This year, the Green team won. 
Overall campers raised $655 in just two 
hours. The green team decided to do-
nate the money to New Lease on Life 
Rescue in Struthers. 

New Lease on Life is dedicated to re-
ducing euthanasia rates in local pounds 
and shelters by saving the animals who 
are next on the euthanasia list and giv-
ing them a second opportunity to find 
happiness.

The campers’ carwash donation will 
support the Mozart’s orthopaedic sur-
gery fund at the shelter.
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By Rabbi Joseph P Schonberger
Temple El Emeth

For every 
person, a 
lot of life 
becomes 
habit or a 
matter of 
reflex. Take, 
for example, 
a boxer who 
sought out a 
doctor to get 

relief from insomnia. 
The doctor wanted to proceed conser-
vatively, so he first prescribed relaxing 
and then counting to a hundred. When 
the boxer returned to the doctor, he la-
mented his difficulty. The boxer applied 
the doctor’s suggestions. But every time 
he started counting, he would jump up 
at the count of nine.

Many of our habits are formed as 
the daily routines and structures of our 

lives are established. As with the boxer, 
we benefit from reevaluating habits to 
accommodate changes in our lives to 
serve our best interests. 

Consider the expected life passages, 
the many unpredictable possibilities 
and the rapid pace of transitions and 
technologies that affect us in these mod-
ern times. 

Political elections, Yom HaShoah, 
Veteran’s Day,Thanksgiving, birthdays, 
anniversaries, High Holidays and many 
other events evoke the mixed emotions 
and thoughts in all of life’s complexities.

These underscore the importance of 
finding comfort in the constants that 
provide us with anchors and resources 
from which we can draw strength. We 
depend upon family, friends, and faith 
(God and tradition) as the constants 
that help us through life. However, 
people often neglect these indispens-
able supports in life until we’re down for 
some kind of 10 count. 

The best time to reinforce our rela-
tionships with friends, family and God 
is NOW. As our Sages taught us: if not 
now, when? 

And please include the Synagogue 

for strengthening relationships with 
God and making Faith more meaning-
ful.

As the New Year, Yom Kippur, and 
Sukkot approach, let’s recall that when 
our Torah matriarch Leah, gave birth to 
her fourth child she said: “Hapaam odeh 
et Hashem — this time I will thank the 
Lord.” She named her son “Judah” from 
the word “Odeh” meaning “thanks.”  Ac-
cording to our Sages, based on this, our 
people took on the name of Judah (Ye-
hudah in Hebrew) because to be a Jew 
(Yehudi in Hebrew) means to be thank-
ful.

The advent of the High Holidays 
have challenged every generation of our 
People to reinforce the anchors of Torah, 
Faith and Family and work on overcom-
ing the habitual behaviors and shallow 
values that compromise our character, 
purpose, and overall quality of life.

May God help everyone with the life 
enhancing wellsprings of strength to 
make the new year 5778, blessed with 
health, success, and happiness. May all 
be inscribed in the Lord’s Sacred Book.

Ketivah VaChatimah Tovah / הביתכ 
.הבוט המיטחו
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High Holidays 2017 /5778 
signed for children ages 6 through 12.

El Emeth’s Erev Yom Kippur Congre-
gational dinner will take place on Friday 
evening, Sept. 29 at 5:30 p.m. The Kol 
Nidre service will begin promptly at 7 
p.m. Information and reservation forms 
are in the Synagogue bulletin and have 
been mailed to members’ homes and are 
due back in with payment by Sept. 25.  A 
light Break the Fast will take place im-
mediately following the close of services 
on Saturday evening.

Children’s programming for Yom 
Kippur will be held Saturday, Sept. 30 at 
10:45 a.m. until the close of the Yizkor 
Service. All children ages 6 through 12 
are invited to attend.

Sukkah decorating will take place on 
Sunday morning, Oct. 1 from 10:30 a.m. 
until 12:30 p.m. Children are invited to 
bring their parents and grandparents to 
join in the fun. We will make decora-
tions for the sukkah and enjoy a pizza 
lunch!

Daily Minyans are held at 5:45 p.m. 
including Shabbat afternoon. Shabbat 
morning services begin at 9:30 a.m.

El Emeth (cont’d from p. 6)Jewish Delegation Witnesses ‘Heartbreaking’ Situation at Border 
Detention Centers and Courthouse

(JTA) — A delegation of Jewish 
leaders from 17 organizations is visiting 
detention and migrant facilities on the 
U.S.-Mexico border.

The 27-person delegation visited 
detention centers in San Diego in August  
and is traveling to asylum-seeker shelters 
in Tijuana, Mexico.

The trip, which is being organized 
by the Anti-Defamation League and 
the Jewish refugee aid group HIAS, 
includes meetings with American 
and Mexican government officials, 
immigration attorneys and humanitarian 
workers. Among the participants are 
representatives from three Jewish 
movements — Reform, Reconstructionist 
and Conservative — as well as groups 
such as the American Jewish World 
Service, the Jewish Council on Public 
Affairs and J Street.

Mark Hetfield, CEO of HIAS, described 
the visits to detention centers and 
courthouses where migrants are being 
tried on charges that they entered the 
country illegally.

“It’s heartbreaking to see the way the 
United States is treating immigrants. It’s 
not treating them like human beings,” 

he told JTA in a phone interview from 
Tijuana.

Hetfield, a former immigration 
lawyer, said members of the delegation 
witnessed migrants being tried in a court 
as a group and that some who pleaded 
guilty to criminal charges lacked proper 

understanding of the consequences.
“It’s really troubling in terms of 

the lack of due process and the lack 
of understanding that people have as 
they’re going through and pleading guilty 
to these criminal proceedings,” he said.

Nancy Kaufman, CEO of the National 

Council of Jewish Women, said visiting 
a detention center for unaccompanied 
minors, which held children as young as 
6 years old, was “eye opening.”

Though she described the shelter as 
“clean and decent” and the staff as “very 
caring,” she had concerns about the 
conditions.

“I asked if they go to school. They have 
school there, but I don’t know how you 
have meaningful educational programs 
for that kind of range of kids,” she said.

Kaufman referenced the Holocaust in 
speaking about the importance of the 
trip.

“As Jewish leaders, we need to bear 
witness. We all committed after the 
Holocaust to ‘Never again’ — we meant 
it,” she said. “I think we all live our lives 
with the belief that every person is made 
in the image of God, ‘b’tzelem Elohim,’ 
and should be treated with dignity and 
respect.”

Jonathan Greenblatt, CEO of ADL, 
called the trip “a moral imperative” in a 
statement to JTA.

“In the face of continued harsh 
policies by the Administration targeting 
immigrants and asylum seekers, we’re 
here to learn more about the crisis at 
the border, listen to the experiences of 
migrants and asylum seekers escaping 
violent conditions, and recommit to our 
advocacy for humane and compassionate 
immigration policies,” he said.

Many Jewish groups have joined 
progressives and some conservatives 
in criticizing President Donald Trump’s 
immigration policies, including his 
executive orders banning citizens from 
some Muslim-majority countries from 
entering the United States and the since-
rescinded policy of separating migrant 
families at the border.

Last week, HIAS organized a letter to 
Trump urging him to raise the cap on 
refugees admitted into the country to at 
least 75,000. The letter was signed by 
leaders of 36 Jewish groups. Trump set 
the cap for 2018 at 45,000, a historic low, 
and is considering a further decrease, 
The New York Times reported earlier 
this month.

By Josefin Dolsten
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Recently arrived migrant families speaking with volunteers at the Catholic Charities 
Humanitarian Respite Center in McAllen, Texas
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An Avowed One-Sterter is About to be Elected to Congress. Is This the 
Future of the Democratic Party?
By Ron Kampeas

WASHINGTON (JTA) -- Rashida Tlaib, 
the Democratic nominee in a surefire 
congressional district comprising parts 
of Detroit, believes in a one-state solution 
to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and 
says she would vote against military 
assistance for Israel.

Does she represent a trend? 
Republicans would like you to think so.

“This is the Democrat (sic) party,” the 
Republican Jewish Coalition tweeted, 
attached to a story about Tlaib’s view on 
military aid.

Democrats are more sharply critical 
of Israel. It’s true that Democrats have 
become more critical of Israel. A breaking 
point in the relationship was the March 
2015 address by Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu to Congress 
opposing President Barack Obama’s Iran 
policy.

Most Democrats did not see eye to 
eye with Israel over how to stop Iran 
from becoming nuclear. But frustration 
with Netanyahu over his pugnaciousness 
and disagreements with a Democratic 
president led -- some would say freed 
-- many Democrats to criticize Israel’s 
policies regarding the Palestinians. 
That was exacerbated by Netanyahu’s 
unabashed embrace of President Donald 
Trump, who pulled out of the Iran 
nuclear deal and moved the U.S. Embassy 
to Jerusalem.

In July, 70 Democrats in the U.S. House 
of Representatives — more than a third 
of the caucus — signed a letter urging 
humanitarian relief for the Gaza Strip, 
blaming both Israel and Hamas for the 
crisis.

That letter, in turn, referred to a May 
letter signed by 13 Democrats in the 
Senate — out of 49 — that used the 
same language to say Hamas and Israel 
were responsible for the suffering of 
Palestinians in Gaza.

Bernie Sanders has become an address 
for Israel criticism.  The Senate letter 
was initiated by Sen. Bernie Sanders, 
I-Vt., the Jewish candidate who ran a 
surprisingly strong campaign in 2016 for 
the Democratic presidential nomination. 
(Notably, the Israeli-American media 
mogul Haim Saban, a major pro-Israel 
Democratic benefactor, blasted the 

senators for signing on.)
In that campaign, Sanders set the stage 

for Israel-related factionalism within the 
party when he directly challenged Hillary 
Clinton on Israel issues in a debate on the 
eve of the New York primary.

In the debate, Sanders used Clinton’s 
favorable reception at the recent 
American Israel Public Affairs Committee 
conferences as a dig against her.

“You gave a major speech to AIPAC, 
which obviously deals with the Middle 
East crisis, and you barely mentioned the 
Palestinians,” he said.

A decade ago, a major candidate using 
AIPAC to ding a rival would have been 
unimaginable.

Sanders has since become the main 
address for Israel criticism within the 
party. His office has released three videos 
sharply critical of Israel since the March 
launch of Palestinian protests on Israel’s 
border with Gaza.

But Tlaib remains alone in her 
positions. Sanders has also defended 
Israel on the left, rejecting the Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions movement 
targeting Israel last year in an interview 
on Al Jazeera.

J Street, the liberal Jewish Middle East 
policy group whose overarching issue is 
two states, endorses more than half of 
the Democratic caucus in both chambers. 
It pulled its endorsement of Tlaib after 
her post-primary revelation that she 
opposes aid to Israel and backs a one-

state solution.
Like many proponents of an 

independent state for Palestinians side 
by side with Israel, J Street rejects any 
solution that would “threaten Israel’s 
identity as a democracy and a Jewish 
homeland.”

When it comes to the one-state 
solution -- that is, a binational “Isratine” 
in which West Bank and presumably 
Gazan Palestinians are given the vote -- 
Tlaib is even an outlier among the two 
women with whom she is most frequently 
grouped, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of 

New York and Ilhan Omar of Minnesota.
Like Tlaib, they are both progressive 

House nominees who have sharply 
criticized Israel in the past. Unlike her, 
both have embraced the two-state 
outcome and resisted signing onto the 
BDS movement.

“We have a very, very small number 
of problematic candidates with views on 
Israel,” said Halie Soifer, the CEO of the 
centrist Jewish Democratic Council of 
America.

Remember who Tlaib is. Much of 
the focus of the “is Tlaib a trend” talk is 
on the degree to which the Democrats 
are ready to impose party discipline. 
But there has been a tradition within 
both parties of allowing lawmakers to 
stray from orthodoxies depending on 
their constituents and their own ethnic 
communities.

Consider, for instance, Sen. Robert 

Menendez of New Jersey, who is as 
strident as ever in his insistence on 
isolating Cuba, although his Democratic 
Party has moved since Obama toward 
more openness. Democrats are not 
likely to second-guess a Cuban American 
for being a hardliner. Same goes for 
the Jewish minority leader, Sen. Chuck 
Schumer of New York, who, playing on 
his name, calls himself a “shomer Israel” 
— a guardian of Israel.

That thinking would apply to Tlaib, 
whose parents are from the West Bank, 
said James Zogby, the president of the 
Arab American Institute and a Democrat 
close to Sanders.

“Rashida is a Palestinian-American 
woman who grew up heavily steeped 
in her culture and the circumstances of 
her issue,” he said. “She’s more aware 
of the Palestinian issue than anyone in 
Congress before her. It’s in her bones, it’s 
in her blood.”

You want a one-state trend? Look to the 
Republicans. The Trump administration, 
meanwhile, has retreated from endorsing 
a two-state outcome, and the Republican 
Party platform in 2016 also removed 
two-state language.

Of course, the one-state outcomes 
favored by Republicans is one preferred 
by the pro-Israel right, not the pro-
Palestinian left. That version envisions 
permanent Israeli control of much of 
the West Bank. But that posture creates 
openings for the far left, according 
to Logan Bayroff, the director of 
communications for J Street.

“Any conversation about rise in support 
of a one-state solution should note the 
fact that our current administration 
has distanced itself from the two-state 
solution,” he said.

Zogby, a proponent of the two-state 
outcome, says support for one state is 
also fueled by the actions of an Israeli 
government that seems set on closing off 
the former.

“Saying ‘I support two states’ has 
become a way of absolving yourself and 
doing nothing while Israel every day 
makes achieving two states harder to 
achieve” through settlement expansion 
and other measures, he said.

   News You Can Use

Rashida Tlaib appearing on MSNBC’s “Morning Joe.”
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New York, NY/Washington, August 
18, 2017 – The U.S. Conference of May-
ors (USCM) and The Anti-Defamation 
League today announced a new joint 
plan to fight extremism and bigotry and 
promote justice and equality in response 
to the disturbing hate and violence seen 
in Charlottesville, Va. More than 200 
mayors from across the country repre-
senting USCM so far have pledged to 
implement the plan.

Signatories included Youngstown 
Mayor John A. McNally, and other Ohio 
mayors John Cranley, Cincinnati; Frank 
G. Jackson, Cleveland, Andrew Ginther, 
Columbus; Nan Whaley, Dayton; Lydia 
L. Mihalik, Findlay; David J. Berger, 
Lima; Paula Hicks-Hudson, Toledo; 
Kathy Cocuzzi, Westerville.

USCM partnered with ADL to develop 
the 10-point Mayors’ Compact to Combat 
Hate, Extremism and Bigotry. This is part 
of the Alliance Against Hate, a new ADL 
initiative that will work with the public 
and private sectors to reject hate. 

Under the Compact, mayors commit 
to vigorously speak out against all acts 

of hate; punish bias-motivated violence 
to the fullest extent of the law; encour-
age more anti-bias and anti-hate educa-
tion in schools and police forces, using 
ADL experts and resources for both; 
encourage community activities that 
celebrate their population’s cultural and 
ethnic diversity; and ensure civil rights 
laws are aggressively enforced and hate 
crimes laws are as strong as possible.

“Terrorism by white supremacists, 
like what took place in Charlottesville, is 
a clear and present danger to America’s 
cities,” said Austin Mayor Steve Adler. 
“Mayors are eager to join with the Anti-
Defamation League to fight hate, and 
I’m honored that Mayor Landrieu asked 
me to help lead a coordinated campaign 
across this country to promote the May-
ors’ Compact to Combat Hate, Extrem-
ism and Bigotry. Only the Statute of 
Liberty should be carrying a torch these 
days, and her message of respect must 
echo in America’s cities where this battle 
is being fought.”

“Charlottesville made clear that 

we have a lot more work to do in our 
communities and we can’t wait a min-
ute longer to step up our efforts,” said 
Jonathan Greenblatt, ADL CEO and 
National Director. “The U.S. Conference 
of Mayors deserves credit for their lead-
ership. Mayors have always been strong 
supporters of civil rights and counter-
weights to those who discriminate. ADL 
could not have found a better partner to 
work with against hate.” 

“What happened in Charlottesville 
last weekend reminds us all that violent 
hate and racism are very much alive in 
America in 2017,” said Tom Cochran, 
CEO and executive director of the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors. 

“For decades, America’s mayors have 
taken a strong position in support of 
civil rights and in opposition to racism 
and discrimination of all kinds. 

The Compact released today builds 
off our Leadership for America: Mayors’ 
Agenda for the Future, adopted by the 
United States Conference of Mayors and 
released by New Orleans Mayor Mitch 
Landrieu, president of the USCM at our 
June 85th annual conference of mayors 
in Miami Beach.” 

“As mayors, we are the voice of our 
cities. It’s important for us to have a 
united voice in denouncing the hate 
that has been plaguing our nation,” said 
Columbia Mayor and USCM Vice Pres-
ident Steve Benjamin. “We often forget 
that our country, the UNITED States of 
America, is a nation of immigrants past 
and present. Our founding fathers cre-
ated America based off of an ideal – that 
one nation, under God, would be indi-
visible with liberty and justice for all. An 
America that is the greatest democratic 

nation in the history of the world. We 
MUST remember that in this America, 
there is no room for hate. There is no 
room for injustice. There is no room for 
fear induced by divisiveness.”

“When white supremacists, bigots, 
and hateful extremists march in our 
streets with torches and swastikas, in-
flicting violence and spewing ignorant 
rhetoric, our core national values are 
under attack,” said Gresham Mayor 
Shane Bemis. “America’s mayors know 
first-hand how important it is for all 
of our neighbors to be included in our 
communities, and we stand together in 
our outrage over the recent events in 
Charlottesville, and anywhere this type 
of behavior occurs.”

“Even as we uphold and ensure 
free speech in our cities, as mayors we 
can never let hate go unchecked,” says 
Anaheim Mayor Tom Tait. “We must 
call out racial extremism for what is — 
provocation to divide and incite. Like 
cities across the nation, Anaheim draws 
strength in diversity and a culture of 
kindness. We are with all who peace-
fully stand against hate and intolerance.”

“The recent violent acts in Charlot-
tesville create a strong awareness that 
while we have made great strides to 
combat bigotry and hatred, we must 
note these topics as priority on our 
agendas,” said Gary Mayor Karen Free-
man-Wilson. “We must remain vigilant 
in our own neighborhoods and cities 
to ensure these acts receive no air time, 
both figuratively and literally. Our job is 
not only to condemn those sentiments 
that fly in the face of our democracy, it 
is to promote tolerance and love of all 
people and freedom and justice for all.” 
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American mayors’ group, ADL announce agreement to combat hate
British Jewry and Labour Ash Who Gets to Define Anti-Semitism

BOSTON (JTA) -- I am a British Jew, 
though I have spent my adult life in 
the United States. I’ve found it more 
comfortable to be a Jew here, but I have 

always bridled at the notion that Britain 
is, or is becoming, an inhospitable 
environment for Jews, whether due to 
anti-Semitism on the left there or among 
its large Muslim population.

So I was shocked when I saw the front 
pages of Britain’s three leading Jewish 
newspapers all declaring “United We 
Stand” and featuring identical editorials 
warning that if the Labour Party, led by 
Jeremy Corbyn, took power, it would pose 
“an existential threat to Jewish life in this 
country.”

What could have prompted such 
a unanimous and unprecedented 
expression of concern? Has the Labour 
Party joined the ranks of some other 
European political parties on the far left 
and far right in trafficking in anti-Semitic 
stereotypes? Has it proposed a ban on 
male circumcision or the ritual slaughter 
of animals? Has it denied or downplayed 
the Holocaust? Or has it called for a 
boycott of Israel or sanctions against it?

In fact, Britain’s Labour Party has 
done none of those things. What it has 
done, specifically its governing body, is 
promulgate a new code of conduct for its 
members concerning anti-Semitism. If 
Labour politicians or activists violate this 
code of conduct — if they, for instance, 
say something that the code defines 
as anti-Semitic — then they could be 
expelled from the party. Surely this is 
commendable, not deplorable.

Over the past two years, while the 
ruling Conservative Party has been 
feuding over Brexit, Labour has faced 
accusations of anti-Semitism. Corbyn 
himself has been fiercely criticized for 
minimizing the extent of anti-Semitism 
within the party and failing to root it out. 
Some of his left-wing supporters have 
responded by angrily accusing the Jewish 
community of using charges of anti-
Semitism to silence criticism of Israel and 
undermine Corbyn’s leadership.

This has poisoned the once close 

relationship between Labour and British 
Jewry, and led many Jewish voters to 
abandon the party. To stop this damaging 
erosion of Jewish support and repair 
the party’s sullied image, Labour’s 
leadership is now belatedly — and some 
would say halfheartedly — tackling 
the issue of anti-Semitism among its 
members, particularly those on its left 
wing, who are most opposed to Israel. 
To do so, it needs a clear code of conduct 
regarding anti-Semitism.

The current controversy, however, 
centers on how Labour’s code of conduct 
defines anti-Semitism. The definition 
is based on the “working definition of 
anti-Semitism” that the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance, or 
IHRA, proposed in 2016, and which has 
since been widely adopted by many 
governments, including Britain’s. But 
Labour’s definition omitted some of 
the examples that the IHRA added to 
illustrate what could, under certain 
circumstances, be anti-Semitic — all of 
which were ways in which discussing or 
criticizing Israel could be construed as 
anti-Semitism.

The scathing editorial in Britain’s 
Jewish newspapers described this 
“stubborn refusal” to adopt the full IHRA 
definition as “sinister.” It warned Labour 
that unless it completely adopted the 
IHRA definition, it would “be seen by all 
decent people as an institutionally racist 
and anti-Semitic party.”

This harsh accusation exacerbates 
a growing sense of insecurity among 
British Jews, which leads many to fear 
that the British Jewish community is 
much less secure than it actually is.

By Dov Waxman

next page
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Campaigners from the Campaign Against Antisemitism demonstrate outside the Labour Party 
headquarters in London
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kids after him.”
The screenings were transformative, 

and the campaign to get Jews tested 
for Tay-Sachs took off. This was the 
days before Facebook or email, so ac-
tivists and organizers spread the word 
about screenings through newspaper 
and magazine articles, posters at syna-
gogues, and items in Jewish organi-
zational newsletters. Volunteers and 
medical professionals spoke on college 
campuses and sent promotional pre-
scription pads to rabbis, obstetricians, 
and gynecologists. Doctors and activists 
enlisted rabbis and community leaders 
to encourage couples to be tested before 
getting married.

Another early mass screening event 
was held at a school in Waltham, Mas-
sachusetts, guided by Edwin Kolodny, a 
professor at New York University medi-
cal school. The first mass screening in 
the Philadelphia area was on Nov. 12, 
1972, at the Germantown Jewish Cen-
ter, and drew 800 people, according to a 
Yale senior thesis by David Gerber, “Ge-
netics for the Community: The Orga-
nized Response To Tay-Sachs Disease, 
1955-1995.”

Nearly half a century later, the Tay-
Sachs screening effort remains a model 
for mobilizing a community against ge-
netic disease. Parent activists, scientists 
and doctors are trying to emulate that 
model with other diseases and other 
populations.

“You can’t be complacent, because 
now there are 200 diseases you can test 
for,” said Kevin Romer, president of the 
Matthew Forbes Romer Foundation 
and a past president of the National 
Tay-Sachs and Allied Diseases Asso-
ciation. The foundation is named for 
Romer’s son Matthew, who died of Tay-
Sachs in 1996.

Romer and others involved with this 
issue stress the importance of screen-
ing interfaith couples, too. Non-Jews 
may also benefit from pre-conception 
screening for Tay-Sachs and other dis-
eases. Some research indicates, for ex-
ample, that Louisiana Cajuns, French 
Canadians and individuals with Irish 
lineage may also have an elevated inci-
dence of Tay-Sachs.

Scientific progress means that Jews 

can now be screened for over 200 dis-
eases with an at-home, mail-in test of-
fered by JScreen. The four-year-old 
nonprofit affiliated with Emory Univer-
sity’s Department of Human Genetics 
has screened thousands of people, and 
the subsidized fee for the test – about 
$150 — includes genetic counseling.

While some genetic tests are stan-
dard doctor’s office procedure for preg-
nant women or couples trying to get 
pregnant with a doctor’s help, JScreen 
aims for pre-conception screening. The 
test includes diseases common in those 
with Ashkenazi, Sephardi, and Mizrahi 
backgrounds as well as general popu-
lation diseases, making it relevant for 
Jewish couples and interfaith couples.

“Carrier screening gives people an 
opportunity to plan ahead for the health 
of their future families. We are taking 
lessons learned from earlier screening 
initiatives and bringing the benefits of 
screening to a new generation,” said 
Karen Arnovitz Grinzaid, executive 
director of JScreen. It was a path pio-
neered by the Tay-Sachs screening that 
began in 1971.

In Cowan’s book, she mentions a 
chart prepared by Dr. Kaback report-
ing on 30 years of screening: 1.3 million 
people screened, 48,000 carriers detect-
ed, 1,350 carrier couples detected, 3,146 
pregnancies monitored.

“Kaback and his colleagues could 
well have stopped there,” she wrote. 
“But they did not. There is one more 
figure, the one that matters most and 
that goes the furthest in explaining why 
Ashkenazi Jews accept carrier screen-
ing… after monitoring with pre-natal 
diagnosis, 2,466 ‘unaffected offspring’ 
were born” to parents who were both 
Tay-Sachs carriers.
_______________

Editor’s note: This article was spon-
sored by and produced in partnership 
with JScreen, whose goal of making ge-
netic screening as simple, accessible, and 
affordable as possible has helped couples 
across the country have healthy babies. 
To access testing 24/7, request a kit at 
JScreen.org or gift a JScreen test as a wed-
ding present. This article was produced 
by JTA’s native content team.

Tay-Sachs screening  (continued from p. 20)
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The outrage over Labour’s definition 
of anti-Semitism is not about what it says 
but what it leaves out. Labour’s definition 
allows for the possibility that it is not 
anti-Semitic to direct more attention and 
criticism to Israel’s alleged crimes and 
misdeeds than toward other democracies 
(i.e., to have a “double-standard”). Nor 
would it necessarily be anti-Semitic to 
claim that Israel is a “racist endeavor,” 
or to compare its policies and actions to 
those of Nazi Germany.

In other words, anti-Zionism, or 
excessive, extreme or exaggerated 
criticism of Israel’s behavior, is 
permissible under Labour’s code of 
conduct. According to the party, it does 
not want its code to be “used to deny 
Palestinians, including Palestinian 
citizens of Israel and their supporters, 
their rights and freedoms to describe the 
discrimination and injustices they face in 
the language they deem appropriate.”

The Labour Party’s caution in devising 
its code of conduct is understandable. 
Although it has been rightly criticized for 
failing to consult with the British Jewish 
community and listen to its concerns, 
Labour has an obligation to safeguard its 
members’ freedom of speech, even if that 
means permitting statements and views 
vis-a-vis Israel that many, if not most, 
British Jews abhor.

The fact that many Jews are justifiably 
offended by false analogies between Israel 
and Nazi Germany does not automatically 
make such analogies anti-Semitic. Calling 
Gaza a giant concentration camp, for 
example, is stupid and offensive, but that 
does not mean that the Labour Party 
should ban comments such as these and 
punish people who make them. To do so 
would surely violate freedom of speech.

Some might argue that if a statement 
or belief is highly offensive to Jews and 
they think it’s anti-Semitic, then, ipso 
facto, it is. That’s what the British Jewish 
communal establishment declared in its 
condemnation of Labour’s definition of 
anti-Semitism: “It is for Jews to determine 
for themselves what anti-Semitism is.”

While the feelings and sensitivities 
of Jews should be considered, they are 
not sufficient. Jews themselves disagree 
about whether something is anti-Semitic, 
especially when it concerns Israel and 
Zionism. Who, then, speaks for Jews? 
Their communal leadership might be 

unrepresentative and out of touch with 
the feelings of many Jews, particularly 
younger ones. In the case of British Jewry, 
there are certainly many on the left who 
are highly critical of Israel and would not 
be offended if it was characterized as a 
“racist endeavor” (especially since the 
passage of Israel’s new nation-state law).

But even if all Jews, or at least the 
majority, experienced any expression of, 
say, anti-Zionism as hostile, this should 
not automatically render anti-Zionism 
as anti-Semitic. Zionism is an ideology 
and hence is subject to critique like any 
political ideology. Opposing a Jewish 
state is not the same as hating the Jewish 
people.

To be sure, anti-Semitism can 
sometimes masquerade itself as anti-
Zionism, and condemnation of Israel 
can occasionally cross the line into 
anti-Semitism. But not always. It can be 
difficult to decide when discourse about 
Israel and Zionism becomes anti-Semitic, 
and reasonable people with the best of 
intentions might disagree.

This is largely the reason why defining 
anti-Semitism has become so complicated 
and so contentious. For example, the 
IHRA definition, and its accompanying 
examples, has been widely criticized, 
including by Jewish studies scholars who 
have warned that it could stifle legitimate 
criticism of Israel. The definition is not 
perfect or incontrovertible. In some 
important respects, Labour’s adoption 
and elaboration of the IHRA definition is 
actually an improvement (most notably, 
it adds a reference to discrimination 
against Jews).

For the past two years, the U.S. 
Congress has been debating the Anti-
Semitism Awareness Act, which seeks to 
codify the State Department’s definition 
of anti-Semitism, based on the IHRA’s, 
into law. The bill, backed by major Jewish 
and pro-Israel organizations like the Anti-
Defamation League and the American 
Israel Public Affairs Committee, was 
passed by the Senate, but stalled in 
the House of Representatives after an 
outpouring of criticism, including from 
the ACLU, which argued that it violated 
the First Amendment.

To combat anti-Semitism, we have to 
agree on what constitutes it. But perhaps 
this has simply become impossible in our 
increasingly politically polarized times.
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 Early term babies at greater risk for diabetes and obesity-linked diseases
BEER-SHEVA, Israel — Aug. 7– 

Early term deliveries impact babies’ 
long-term health with increased risk of 
diabetes and obesity-related illnesses as 
well as a shortened life span, according 
to a new study by Ben-Gurion Univer-
sity of the Negev researchers.

 “Early term” is defined as delivery 
between 37 and 39 weeks. Pregnancy is 
considered at full term when gestation 
has lasted between 37 and 42 weeks. 
Babies born between 39 and 41 weeks 
of gestation have better outcomes than 
those born either before or afterward.

 In the study, published in the Ameri-
can Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecol-
ogy, the researchers investigated hospi-
talizations of children up to age 18 to 
determine the impact that early-term 
versus full-term gestation had on pedi-
atric health and hospitalizations. 

A population-based cohort analysis 
was conducted of 54,073 early-term de-
liveries and 171,000 full-term deliveries.

 “We found that hospitalizations up 
to the age of 18 involving endocrine 

and metabolic morbidity were found 
to be more common in the early-term 
group as compared with the full-term 
group, especially at ages five and older,” 
says Prof. Eyal Sheiner, M.D., Ph.D., a 
vice dean of the BGU Faculty of Health 
Sciences and head of the Department 
of Obstetrics and Gynecology at So-
roka University Medical Center. What’s 
more, “Obesity was significantly more 
frequent among the early term.” 

The researchers also discovered that 
children older than five exhibited sig-
nificantly higher rates of type I diabetes 
mellitus when born early term.

 “Pregnancies ending at early term 
were more likely to be complicated by 
hypertensive disorders and maternal 
diabetes (both gestational and pre-ges-
tational). Deliveries were more often 
cesarean, and mean birth weight was 
significantly smaller,” Dr. Sheiner says. 
“Babies delivered at early term were also 
more likely to be low birth weight -- less 
than 5.5 pounds (2.5 kilograms).”

These diseases may increase the 

likelihood of other associated maladies 
with a detrimental long-term impact on 
one’s health and well-being, increased 
lifetime healthcare expenditures and a 
shorter life span, the researchers con-
clude.

 Other researchers who participated 
in the study include Dr. Tamar Wein-
stock, Dr. Daniela Landau and Ruslan 
Sergienko of BGU’s School of Public 
Health. Dr. Dorit Paz and Dr. Asnat 
Walfisch are affiliated with the Depart-
ment of Obstetrics and Gynecology at 
Soroka University Medical Center.

American Associates, Ben-Gurion 
University of the Negev plays a vital role 
in sustaining David Ben-Gurion’s vision: 
creating a world-class institution of edu-
cation and research in the Israeli desert, 

nurturing the Negev community and 
sharing the University’s expertise locally 
and around the globe. 

As Ben-Gurion University of the Ne-
gev looks ahead to turning 50 in 2020, 
AABGU imagines a future that goes be-
yond the walls of academia. It is a future 
where BGU invents a new world and in-
spires a vision for a stronger Israel and its 
next generation of leaders. Together with 
supporters, AABGU will help the Univer-
sity foster excellence in teaching, research 
and outreach to the communities of the 
Negev for the next 50 years and beyond. 

Visit vision.aabgu.org to learn more.
AABGU is headquartered in Manhat-

tan and has nine regional offices through-
out the United States. For more informa-
tion, visit www.aabgu.org.

Health
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Work on the new Tel Aviv-Jerusalem rail line in the Ayalon Valley.

(JNS.org) The highly anticipated Tel 
Aviv-Jerusalem railway embarked on its 
maiden voyage Sunday, in the first suc-
cessful test run of the new rail link con-
necting the major Israeli cities, Israel’s 
Channel 2 reported.

The test runs and infrastructure 

work on the new rail link are expected 
to last about a week and have shuttered 
three of Tel Aviv’s main stations, causing 
significant delays for Israeli commuters 
who must turn to alternative means of 
transport amid the upgrades.

Sunday’s trial run was conducted 

New Tel Aviv-Jerusalem high speed rail undergoes first test run
with a 1,200-ton freight train used to 
test the strength of the recently con-
structed bridges and rails along the new 
37-mile high-speed route. 

Using the new rail line, passengers 
can travel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem in 
28 minutes.

“This will ensure Jerusalem’s status 
and will give people the ability to live 
in it, to set up businesses, and will com-
pletely change the connection between 
Jerusalem and the rest of the state of Is-

rael,” said Israeli Transportation Minis-
ter Yisrael Katz.

The Tel Aviv-Jerusalem rail project 
began in 2001, and will cost an estimat-
ed $1.8 billion by the time it debuts in 
April 2018. 

When fully operational, the rail will 
reach speeds of 100 miles per hour and 
offer a significantly faster alternative 
to the 78-minute Jaffa-Jerusalem route 
that was built during the Ottoman Em-
pire period.

Israel

Here Are Some Special Gifts for Your Rosh Hashanah Hosts

(My Jewish Learning via JTA) -- Invited 
to someone’s house for a Rosh Hashanah 
meal and looking for an appropriate gift? 
In addition to the always appreciated 
flowers or bottle of wine, here are some 
other must-have (or must-give) items for 

the Jewish New Year.
If you’re drawn to the edible items on 

this list, we recommend you check ahead 
of time whether your host keeps kosher 
or has other dietary restrictions.

Jewish calendars
Rosh Hashanah is the Jewish New 

Year after all, and every year needs a 
calendar. While many, if not most, people 
rely on digital calendars for day-to-day 
scheduling, a pretty wall calendar makes 
a nice decoration and can help keep 
the household organized. Most Jewish 
calendars sold in the United States list 
secular dates as well as Hebrew ones 
(including all the holidays, of course), 
and run through the end of the next 
Gregorian year. (So one that starts with 
Rosh Hashanah in 2017 will last you until 
December 2018.) You can find a wide 
selection online and in Judaica stores and 
bookstores.

Someone with an artistic bent or who 
enjoys the stress relief that comes with 
coloring might enjoy this coloring-book 
calendar featuring intricate Judaic motifs 
such as Jewish stars and Hanukkah 
menorahs. And this one from New York’s 
Jewish Museum showcases a variety of 
paintings, sculptures and ceremonial 
objects from its collection.

Jewish cookbooks
If your host invited you over for a 

home-cooked meal, he or she probably 
likes to cook. The four books listed here 
were published within the last couple of 
years, so there’s a good chance your host 
doesn’t yet own them — and what better 
than a cookbook to subtly convey to your 
host that you’d love more holiday meal 
invitations? (Find more Jewish cookbook 
suggestions here.)

“Modern Jewish Baker: Challah, 
Babka, Bagels & More” is written by 
Shannon Sarna, the editor of The Nosher 
food blog, part of the 70 Faces Media 
family that includes My Jewish Learning. 
In this gorgeous book, she pays homage 
to Jewish baking traditions while 
reinvigorating them with modern flavors 
and new ideas.

The mother-daughter team of 
Gabrielle Rossmer Gropman and Sonya 
Gropman in “The German-Jewish 
Cookbook: Recipes and History of a 
Cuisine” features recipes for German-

By MJL Staff
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soap, taught them about sanitation and 
health, and paid them to share their 
knowledge in their home communities. 
Armed with soap they could sell, the 
program also offered an opportunity to 
earn a living.

Four years on, the project, which Ms. 
Kamen dubbed SOAP – So Others Are 
Protected – now has 13 hotel suppliers 
and 14 community partners in coun-
tries such as India, Myanmar and Ke-
nya, and has produced and distributed 
over 50,000 bars of recycled soap. SOAP 
became its own nonprofit in 2014, when 
Kamen was a high school junior.

This summer, Kamen was named 
one of 15 recipients of the Diller Teen 
Tikkun Olam Awards, a prize from the 
Helen Diller Family Foundation that 
awards $36,000 each to up to 15 Jewish 
teens across the country for their work 
repairing the world.

Since 2007, the program has awarded 
more than $3 million to 99 teens whose 
work spans everything from helping 
homeless youth to improving the fuel 
economy of school buses.

Now 20 and a junior at Dartmouth, 
Kamen speaks with the experience of a 
seasoned agent of social change.

“We view soap as a cost-effective and 
urgently needed public health interven-
tion in our partner communities, and 
not as a novelty for international distri-
bution and consumption,” Kamen said. 
“The biggest thing for me is sustainabil-
ity and self-empowerment.”

Kamen is also a U.S. Army ROTC ca-
det. She has received widespread recog-
nition for her work, including the Presi-
dent’s Volunteer Service Award. Kamen 
said she was thrilled to learn that she’d 
been recognized by the Diller Teen Tik-
kun Olam Awards.

“It’s a lot to try to juggle running 
this organization full-time while being 
in school,” she said. “It’s very easy to get 
frustrated and struggle with the balance. 
I’m still a 20-year-old girl who wants to 
go for a hike. This kind of validation is 
encouraging and reminds me what a 
wonderful thing it is to be recognized 
and supported.”

Ultimately, Ms. Kamen said, SOAP 

Photo/Courtesy of Sydney Kamen

Sydney Kamen with a village leader in rural Burma in an unofficial refugee camp that is one 
of SOAP’s partner communities. 

offers a straightforward solution to a 
problem that, though simple, has devas-
tating consequences.

“It’s not a special vaccine or surgeons 
to do cleft palate repairs,” she said. “It’s 
something as simple as a small glob of 
antibacterial glycerin.”

Note: This article was sponsored by 

and produced in partnership with the Helen 
Diller Family Foundation, which sponsors 
the Diller Teen Tikkun Olam Awards, annu-
ally awarding $36,000 to Jewish teens dem-
onstrating exceptional leadership in repair-
ing the world. Nominations/applications for 
2018 are now open. This article was produced 
by JTA’s native content team.)

Jewish teen brings soap and hope (continued from p. 17)
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Jewish cuisine as it existed in Germany 
prior to World War II, and as refugees 
later adapted it in the United States and 
elsewhere. The dishes are a departure 
from better-known Eastern European 
Jewish fare and focus on fresh, seasonal 
ingredients.

Israeli baker Uri Scheft’s “Breaking 
Breads: A New World of Israeli Baking” 
offers sweet and savory recipes for 
European, Israeli and Middle Eastern 
favorites.

For vegan cooks — or those who often 
have a vegan family member or guest 
at their table — “The Superfun Times 
Vegan Holiday Cookbook: Entertaining 
for Absolutely Every Occasion” by Isa 
Chandra Moskowitz offers meat- and 
dairy- and egg-free recipes for Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur (break-the-
fast), as well as dishes for a variety of 
other Jewish and non-Jewish holidays.

Honey dishes
It is traditional to dip apples in honey 

on Rosh Hashanah, and a special honey 
dish can add extra beauty to the practice. 
We like this stainless steel and glass one 
that says “shana tova umetuka” (a good 

and sweet new year) in Hebrew and this 
Rosh Hashanah apple plate and honey 
dish set with a pomegranate design 
available in red, blue and gray.

Food
Why dip good apples and challah in 

mediocre honey? The Savannah Bee 
Company, a gourmet honey purveyor, sells 
a variety of beautifully packaged artisanal 
honeys, including several variety packs. 
Or encourage your host to sample some 
raw honeycomb. The company also sells 
numerous other honey-based products, 
like body lotions and soaps. All honey is 
KSA kosher-certified.

For Rosh Hashanah, Zingerman’s, a 
Michigan deli and mail-order gourmet 
superstore, bakes its own honey cakes, 
round challahs, mandelbrot and rugelach, 
and sells an array of gourmet honeys 
from around the world.

Love marzipan? Try Rosh Hashanah 
“Marzipops.” A gift set of these marzipan 
lollipops contains 10 lollipops: two each 
of a honeypot, a red apple, a challah, 
a pomegranate and a shofar. They are 
gluten-free and vegan, but are not 
certified kosher.

Assorted items
Barbara’s Gifts is based in Israel 

but ships to the United States. Its Rosh 
Hashanah gift box contains a pomegranate 
hand towel, pomegranate challah cover, 
Jewish calendar tea towel, pomegranate-
shaped trivet, pomegranate fabric 
placemats, a pomegranate notepad and 
set of Rosh Hashanah greeting cards.

If your host likes scented candles, try 
this apples-and-honey one. Just make 
sure you don’t try to eat it after reading 
the description: “Brown sugar glazed 
apples blended with warm cinnamon, 
golden clove and grated nutmeg wrapped 
in sweet caramel honey drizzles and 
hints of pure maple syrup.” You can also 
find a variety of pomegranate-scented 
candles here.

Off the beaten path
Who doesn’t need a Rosh Hashanah-

themed smartphone cover/case? These 
Luxlady ones come in various sizes for 
popular iPhone and Android models.

Children and adults alike will enjoy 
accessorizing with High Holiday-themed 
nail decals from Midrash Manicures.

Nothing quite right? Try searching for 
Rosh Hashanah on Etsy or visit The Sabra 
Patch, an Etsy-like online store for Israeli 
artists. Whatever you buy, best wishes for 
a sweet and happy New Year!
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Learn-to-Swim ages 3 & up 
Children will be placed into the ap-
propriate level by the swim instruc-
tors.
Level 1: Children are taught basic 
swimming skills such as floating, 
blowing bubbles and the correct body 
positions for freestyle and backstroke.
Level 2: Children are taught the arm 
motions for freestyle and backstroke 
as well as the correct breathing pat-
terns for both strokes.
Level 3: Children are taught the basics 
of breaststroke, butterfly, and diving 
as well as refining freestyle and back-
stroke techniques.
Level 4/5: Children will continue to 
refine the four swim strokes and div-
ing. 
Date: Saturdays, 8:50-9:30 a.m. or  
10-10:35 a.m.
$30/Member | $40/Non Member

Indoor Private Swim Lessons
Private swim lessons provide the 
greatest flexibility among lesson op-
tions. The one-on-one attention pro-
vided through these lessons creates a 
personalized setting for learning. Pri-

vate lessons are great for swimmers of 
any age, from rookie swimmers trying 
to learn the basics to seasoned swim-
mers looking to improve their skills. 
Private lessons are also great for adults 
who want to learn to swim or even tri-
athletes looking to improve their skills.
1:1 student/teacher ratio 
4 lessons @ 30 minutes
$82/Member | $110/Non Member
Mobility Plus
This class is approved by the Arthritis 
Foundation. People who have arthri-
tis, chronic orthopedic conditions or 
those who are returning to exercise af-
ter injury will benefit greatly from this 
class. The concentration is on stimu-
lating joint movements, improving 
range of motion and increasing bal-
ance. No swimming ability required.
Date: Tuesdays/Thursdays/Fridays 
Time: 8:30 - 9:15 a.m.
Youth Swim Team
Join us in our indoor pool for a non-
competitive six week swim program 
focusing on technique and endurance. 
Practices will be held  
Monday-Thursday — 4:30-5:30 p.m.
First Session: Sept. 5 – Oct. 12
Cost per session: $75/Member | 
$150/Non Member
Towel service available for $10 per 
child per session
Register with the JCC Bursar’s Office: 
330 746-3250 ext. 195

Dive-In Movie- Kung Fu Panda 3
Date: Friday, Sept. 15
Time: 4-6 p.m.
Location: JCC Main 
Campus Pool
Cost: Free/ Mem-
ber|$5/Non Member
Register online at  
jccyoungstown.org

A.M. Energizer
Grab an Aqua Jogger belt and get 
ready for a great workout. This class 
incorporates a series of exercises and 
routines in the deep end of the pool 
that have zero impact on the hips, 
knees, ankles, or back.
Date: Tues. & Thurs.
Time: 7:45-8:30 a.m.
Aqua Strength 
Aqua strength and conditioning is a 
total body routine filled with high in-
tensity cardio for ultimate fat burning, 
and aquatic weight training for sculpt-
ing and body reshaping.
Date:Tues. & Thurs.
Time: 5:30-6:30 a.m.

Chazzanut (Cantors): The History of 
Jewish Music in the Synagogue
Join us for an educational lecture 
from Israeli conductor Gaddiel Dom-
browner. Dombrowner will analyze 
the historical significance of the art of 
the Chazzans (Jewish Cantors), who 
lead prayers in synagogue. Gaddiel 
Dombrowner recently received his 
Master’s in Music from the Cleveland 
Institute of Music. Gaddiel holds mul-
tiple bachelor’s degrees in music from 
the Jerusalem Academy of Music and 
Dance, specializing in clarinet and 
in orchestral conducting. This event 
is free and open to the public. A light 
dinner will be served.
Date: Thursday, Sept. 14
Time: 6-8  p.m.
Location: JCC Multi-Purpose Room
R.S.V.P. is required by Sept. 7 to  
jccyoungstown.org or to Gon Erez at 
330 746-3250 Ext.159.

Human Rights Under the Palestinian 
Authority: A Palestinian Perspective
Join us as Jerusalem-based human 
rights pioneer and political analyst, 
Bassem Eid, discusses human rights vi-
olations under the Palestinian Authori-
ty and the effect of the BDS movement 
on the Palestinian people.
About the Speaker:
Bassem was born in the Jordanian-
occupied Old City in East Jerusalem 
and spent 33 years in the Shuafat 
refugee camp. He rose to prominence 
as a senior field researcher for the 
human rights organization, B’tselem. 
His initial focus was on human rights 
violations committed by Israeli armed 
forces, but has broadened his research 
to include human rights violations 
committed by the Palestinian Author-
ity, and the Palestinian armed forces 
on their own people. This event is free 
and open to the public. A light dinner 
will be served.
Date: Monday, Oct. 16
Time: 6-8 p.m.
Location: JCC Multi-Purpose Room
R.S.V.P. is required by Oct. 9 at  
jccyoungstown.org or to Gon Erez at 
330 746-3250 Ext.159.

CULTURAL ARTS
AQUATICS

(Continued from p. 33

JCC (Continued from p. 33)

RENTALS

Holiday Gift Wrap
The JCC would 
like to invite you 
to volunteer this 
Holiday Season! 
We are looking 
for Gift Wrapping 

Volunteers from Dec. 16 – Dec. 24 to 
gift wrap at the Southern Park Mall.
Four volunteer shifts are available 
each day:

9 a.m.-12 p.m.
12-3 p.m.
3-6 p.m.
6-9 p.m.

Proceeds benefit the JCC Scholarship 
program. 
For more information contact Kelli 
McCormick at 330 746-3250 ext 284 
or by email at  
kmccormick@jewishyoungstown.org.

For bookings and more information on 
rentals, contact Kelli McCormick, 330 
746-3250 ext. 284 or  
kmccormick@jewishyoungstown.org
The JCC is the perfect place to host 
your next party, meeting or corporate 
event. With several venues to choose 
from, the JCC can accommodate most 
function large or small throughout the 
year. 
Our Multi-Purpose Room seats up 
to 250 people and has an adjoining 
commercial kitchen, state-of-the-art 
audio visual system, overhead motor-
ized theater screen, and more. 
A number of convenient and well-ap-
pointed break rooms are also available 
throughout our building.

Thank you for a great summer 
at our Logan Campus! We look 
forward for seeing you next 
year.

The Jewish Community Center extends 
its best wishes for a sweet, happy, and 
healthy New Year.
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By Sheri Silver

(The Nosher via JTA) — Like most 
Jewish holidays, Rosh Hashanah brings 
to mind certain traditional food cus-
toms – the most well-known being the 
dipping of apples in honey.

And while a classic apple pie or cake 
is a lovely way to commemorate our 
hopes for a “sweet new year,” I thought it 
would be fun to change things up a bit. 
These apple and honey pie “pops” are a 
cinch to make – and even more fun to 
eat. They can be assembled (and frozen) 
in advance, and are especially nice to 
serve for a crowd – no cutting or forks 
needed!

Even better, you only need a few 
simple ingredients, yet wind up with 
something truly delicious – and a little 
different. Sweet indeed.
Ingredients:
2 Granny Smith apples, peeled and 
diced
2 tablespoons sugar
2 tablespoons honey

1/4 teaspoon cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon salt
1 package (2 crusts) refrigerated pie 
crusts, set out at room temperature for 
15 minutes
1 egg, beaten with 1 tablespoon water
Raw or “sanding” sugar, for sprinkling

Special equipment:
2- to 3-inch cookie cutter (or drinking 
glass)
lollipop sticks
Directions:
In a medium pan combine the apples, 
sugar, honey, cinnamon and salt. Bring 
to a simmer and cook over low heat for 
about 10 minutes, or until the apples have 
softened and the juices have thickened. 
Remove from heat and let cool.
Preheat oven to 400° F. 
Line two baking sheets with parchment 
paper. 
Unroll one pie crust on a work surface. 
Use your cutter to make as many circles 
as you can; place on your prepared 

baking sheets. 
Put a lollipop stick in the center of each 
circle, pressing down lightly to secure. 
Place a [heaping] teaspoon of cooled 
filling on each circle. Use a pastry 
brush to brush a bit of the beaten egg 
around the edge of each circle.
Unroll the second pie crust, and cut out 
an equal number of circles as the first 

crust. Place atop the filled crusts and 
press lightly to seal. 
Crimp the edges with a fork, and make 
a few small incisions in the center to al-
low steam to escape. 
Brush tops with the egg and sprinkle 
with the raw sugar (pops may be frozen 
at this point – reheat directly from the 
freezer, adjusting baking time by a few 
extra minutes).
Bake pops for 20 minutes; transfer trays 
to wire racks to cool completely. Serve 
warm or at room temperature (pops 
may be kept tightly sealed, at room tem-
perature, for 3-5 days).

Sheri Silver writes the blog Donuts, Dress-
es and Dirt [http://sherisilver.com/], where 
she shares her passions for baking and cook-
ing, gardening and shopping, and her adven-
tures in and around New York City with her 
husband and three children.)

Journal  editor’s note: When I made these, 
I found that they needed a good heaping tea-
spoon of filling. And after taking the time to 
shop for the lollipop sticks, I’d leave them out 
next time, as too much hassle. They’re still a 
tasty micro-pie (read, filled cookie.) 

Apple and honey pie pops — tasty Rosh Hashanah treats
Cuisine

Ready for the second crust.

A Guide to the High Holiday Prayers

(My Jewish Learning via JTA) -- The 
High Holidays prayer book, or machzor, 
emphasizes the themes of the Days of 
Awe — introspection and repentance.

Rosh Hashanah as the opening day 
of a court trial

“The great shofar is sounded. A still 
small voice is heard. This day, even the 
angels are alarmed, seized with fear and 
trembling as they declare: ‘The day of 
judgment is here!’”

In a loud and trumpeting voice, the 
cantor describes the shofar ’s blast, then 
softly and gently describes a “still, small 
voice.” This poignant line from the musaf 
(“additional”) service sets a tone for the 
High Holidays. It is a dichotomy that is 
played out over and over throughout the 
liturgy of the Days of Awe. On these days, 
we sing of the king, judge and awesome 
sovereign who sits in judgment over 
us, while at the same time we appeal to 
God’s mercy and longstanding tradition 
of forgiveness, likening God to a shepherd 
sheltering a flock.

Rosh Hashanah is the first day of 
court. In the liturgy, we see this played 
out in the number of references to God 
as sovereign, ruler and a most judicious 
king. Additions and different emphases 
start as early as the beginning of the 
Shacharit (morning) service, with the 
word “Hamelekh,” the King). While 
these words also appear in the liturgy 
of Shabbat morning, on Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur they are highlighted in 
such a way that a new leader begins the 
service with a powerful note on the word 
“king” itself.

Ashamnu and Avinu Malkeinu
The structure of the morning service 

on Rosh Hashanah is similar to weekday 
and Shabbat services. It is, however, 
additional piyyutim (liturgical poems) 
such as L’eyl Orekh Din (“to the God 
who sits in judgment”) or Adonai 
Melekh (“Adonai is King”) that evoke 
the seriousness with which we would 
approach a trial with the true judge.

Torah readings on Rosh Hashanah
The Torah reading on Rosh Hashanah 

is from the story of Isaac’s birth, 

describing God’s kindness in giving a 
child to Abraham and Sarah in their old 
age (Genesis 21). On the second day we 
read the story of the binding of Isaac, 
which ends with a ram as a substitute 
for Isaac (Genesis 22). The shofar that 
is so prominent on Rosh Hashanah is 
considered to be symbolic of this ram.

U’netaneh Tokef: Who shall live and 
who shall die

As the continuation of the piyyut 
U’netaneh Tokef quoted above tells us, 
on Rosh Hashanah we are inscribed into 
the book of life, while on Yom Kippur 
the book is sealed. These simple lines 
open us up to the possibility of teshuvah 
(repentance) and of reflection of our 
past deeds. U’netaneh Tokef is recited on 
both Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur as 
an introductory piyyut to the kedushah 
(literally, holiness) in the musaf Amidah. 
The key line of this prayer follows on 
the heels of a long rhetorical piece that 
demands to know who among this 
congregation will be here next year: How 
many will perish and how many will be 
brought high? But, the liturgist notes, 

even those who are fated for the worst 
can depend on the following precept: 
“penitence, prayer, and good deeds can 
annul the severity of the decree.”

The shofar blasts
The shofar is perhaps the best-known 

feature of Rosh Hashanah services. There 
are two sets of shofar blasts on each 
day of the holiday. The first follows the 
Torah service. The second is intertwined 
with three unique sections in the musaf 
known as Malkhuyot (verses relating 
to God’s Kingship), Zikhronot (verses 
relating to memory) and Shofarot (verses 
relating to shofar). Each of these sections 
contains 10 verses on each of the topics 
– Malkhuyot recalls that God is king, 
Zikhronot recalls God remembering us 
for the good and Shofarot gives quotes in 
which the shofar is sounded, in the past 
but mostly in the future, heralding future 
redemption. The sounding of the shofar 
is interspersed through each of these 
three prayer sections, showing itself to 
be a part of the prayer itself. In Reform 

By Rabbi Iscah Waldman
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JERUSALEM — United Nations 
Secretary General Antonio Guterres 
met privately in Jerusalem on Monday 
with representatives of the World Jew-
ish Congress and the Israel Council on 
Foreign Relations (ICFR), which op-
erates under its auspices. In welcom-
ing Guterres, WJC CEO Robert Singer 
told the secretary general, “On behalf 
of WJC President Ronald S. Lauder, I 
would like to stress that your principled 
public stance against anti-Semitism is 
admired 

Guterres met with the delegation 
headed by ICFR President Dan Meridor 
and WJC CEO Singer, together with Is-
rael’s Ambassador to the United Nations 
Danny Danon at the King David Hotel 
in Jerusalem for discussions on matters 
including the Middle East peace process 
and Israel’s role at the UN and within 
the wider Arab world. 

This is the only official meeting 
Guterres held with a Jewish organiza-
tion during his visit to Israel. Guterres 

and WJC President Ronald Lauder have 
established excellent channels of com-
munication in the months since the sec-
retary general took office.

WJC CEO Robert Singer told 
Guterres in opening remarksThe strug-
gle against anti-Semitism has always 
been at the core of the work of World 
Jewish Congress and we are grateful to 
have you as our determined ally in this 
fight,” Singer added.

Ambassador Danon said: “Anti-
Semitism is not extinct; it has returned, 
and it raises its ugly head in the heart 

of progressive and liberal societies. It 
is precisely today that the entire world 
must establish a united front against an-
ti-Semitism and denounce it. We appre-
ciate the Secretary General’s clear com-
mitment in this important struggle.”

Following the meeting, ICFR Presi-
dent Meridor described the talks be-
tween Guterres and the WJC-ICFR 
delegation as “positive and constructive 
dialogue.”

“We have found the UN secretary 
general to be fair-minded,” he said.

UN Secretary General commits to fight agains anti-Semitism
and other liberal congregations that do 
not recite musaf, these sections – and 
the shofar sounding – are added to the 
morning Shacharit

Rabbi Michael Strassfeld has written 
in his book “The Jewish Holidays” that 
these three sections, unique to Rosh 
Hashanah, reflect three central principles 
of Judaism:

* The acceptance of God as King of 
Universe.

* The acknowledgement that God 
intervenes in the world to punish the 
wicked and reward the good.

* The recognition that God was 
revealed in the giving of the Torah at 
Sinai and again will be revealed at the 
end of days.

If we were to pick out one piyyut as 
an archetype of the theology of the Rosh 
Hashanah, we might choose L’eyl orekh 
din (“to God who sits in judgment”). 
The poem begins by declaring that God 
“probes all of our hearts” and therefore 
will always divine our most secret 
thoughts and fears. It moves on to say that 
God suppresses wrath in judgment, so 
that regardless of the dark nature of our 
secret sins, God will suppress anger in 
discovering them. It ends by announcing 
that God acts with compassion, accepts 
God’s subjects and guards those who 
love God. We may take from this that 
even while we call Rosh Hashanah “Yom 
ha Din” (Day of Judgment), we can look 
forward to the end of the process in which 
we will be loved, accepted and forgiven 
our sins. This is the overall theological 
message that the Rosh Hashanah liturgy 
wishes to portray: We still have hope.

Yom Kippur: The Day of Judgment
If we view Rosh Hashanah as the 

first day of a court case, then we would 
see Yom Kippur as the day on which the 
verdict is handed down. The tension 
mounts as we near the Day of Judgment, 
and this can be seen in the liturgy as well. 
The evening of Yom Kippur begins with 
a once-controversial prayer, Kol Nidre, 
that has since become the symbol for 
the solemnity of the day. In this prayer, 
repeated three times, we pray that all 

vows and oaths that we have made 
throughout the year will be forgiven us, 
so that we might enter into this coming 
year with a clean slate, forgiven for any 
promises we might inadvertently have 
broken. Many rabbis viewed this as an 
unnecessary absolution that might lead 
people to sin by taking their vows too 
lightly in the future. However, this prayer 
had already proven to be so popular 
and powerful among the people, it has 
become a centerpiece of the holiday.

Forgiveness and confessions

All five services on Yom Kippur include 
a section known as Selichot (forgiveness 
prayers) and another one called the 
Vidui (confessions). The Selichot include 
a basic confession of sins, an expression 
of our contrition and reflections on 
God’s forgiving nature. We recite the 13 
attributes, which are taken from a prayer 
that Moses recited in Exodus 34. In it, 
we assert that God is compassionate, 

patient and righteous. Included in 
the Vidui is the Ashamnu, which is an 
alphabetical acrostic of different sins we 
have committed. It is said in first-person 
plural because while each individual may 
not have committed these specific sins, as 
a community we surely have, and on this 
day our fates are intertwined.

We also read the Al Chet, a prayer that 
similarly lists transgressions we have 
made over the year. These two sections 
best reflect the theology of the day: We 
are in a state of self-reflection. We admit 

our sins fully, and even beat our breasts 
while doing so. We place our fates in 
God’s hands, for God is Tov V’Salah (good 
and forgiving).

Yom Kippur musaf (Shaharit for 
Reform synagogues) is different from 
Rosh Hashanah in that we do not add 
Malkhuyot, Zikhronot and Shofarot, but 
instead include a section on the Avodah, 
a description of the sacrifices and rituals 
performed by the High Priest in the 
Temple on Yom Kippur. We also add a 
piece known as the martyrology, a solemn 
section where we recall 10 martyrs who 
were killed in most brutal ways, giving 
their lives while declaring their faith for 
the world to hear.

Neilah: The gates are locked
It is the final service on Yom Kippur, 

Nei’lah — literally “locking” (of gates) 
— which paints an image of the gates of 
heaven closing, lending urgency to our 
prayers and our need for repentance and 
forgiveness. We begin the service with a 
piyyut that asks God to “open the gate” 
and let us enter so that we might have a 
final appeal before God’s decree is sealed. 
There is a silent Amidah prayer, like at all 
services, which is repeated by the cantor. 
Throughout Neilah, the language of being 
“written” in the book of life used thus 
far in High Holiday liturgy shifts, as we 
instead speak of being “sealed” in that 
book.

The final section of Neilah includes a 
recitation of the Shema (“Hear O Israel 
…”) and these lines: Baruch Shem K’vod 
(“Blessed be God’s name …”) three times, 
and Adonai Hu HaElohim (“Adonai is our 
God”) seven times. We conclude with a 
long blast of the shofar.

Thus ends the period of the High 
Holidays. We end with the assertion that 
Adonai is our God.

   News You Can Use

The pages of the Machzor Roma on display at the National Library of Israel.
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Randi Weingarten Want the Teachers’ Union to Love Israel. That’s Why 
She is Criticizing It Publicly.

(JTA) -- The statement, issued the day 
Israel passed a controversial bill defining 
itself as a Jewish nation-state, could 
have come from any number of liberal 
American Jewish groups.

“We condemn this despicable law, 
as well as the anti-gay surrogacy law 
the Knesset recently enacted, and the 
detainment of Rabbi Dov Haiyun for 
conducting a non-Orthodox marriage,” 
the July 19 statement said. “These 
anti-democratic and nativist actions 
make it more imperative to support the 
progressive voices in Israel who are 
fighting to reclaim Israel’s place as a 
functional, thriving democracy in the 
Middle East.”

The author is Randi Weingarten, the 
president of the American Federation of 
Teachers.

Weingarten is Jewish. Her union, 
which counts 1.7 million members in 
3,000 chapters, is not. It’s typically 
more concerned with issues like raising 
teachers’ pay and strengthening public 
schools than with, say, the actions of a 
local police department in a country on 
the other side of the globe.

But in an era when a growing number 
of unions back the movement to boycott 
Israel, Weingarten says supporting a 
progressive vision of the Jewish state is 
part of her union’s mission. And in recent 
years, AFT’s position on Israel sounds 
like that of a liberal Zionist group: Rather 
than boycott Israel or disengage from 
it, the teachers’ union is embracing left-
wing Israeli activists -- and criticizing the 
country from a place of love.

“I think that Bibi and his followers 
are moving in the wrong direction just 
like I believe that Trump is moving in the 
wrong direction,” Weingarten told JTA on 
Monday, referring, respectively, to Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and 
President Donald Trump. “What we need 
to do is work with progressive voices 
and activists in Israel, of which there are 
many, to help bring Israel to its better 
angels.”

AFT is not the only union to have a 
history of supporting Israel. American 
labor unions had heavy Jewish 
representation at the time of Israel’s 

birth, and the country’s socialist roots 
and still-powerful national union appeal 
to American labor leaders. Labor officials 
have told JTA that notwithstanding its 
right-wing government, there’s a lot they 
admire in Israel -- from universal health 
care to robust workers’ rights.

In 2007, a long list of major labor 
leaders signed a statement opposing BDS, 
the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions 
movement against Israel. Labor unions 

have also given millions of dollars to 
the Yitzhak Rabin Center, a museum 
and educational center honoring the 
assassinated Israeli Labor Party leader 
who signed an Israeli-Palestinian peace 
accord.

The Jewish Labor Committee, 
which acts as the Jewish community’s 
representative in the American labor 
movement and organized the 2007 
anti-BDS statement, released its own 
condemnation of the nation-state law as 
“ill-conceived and ill-timed.” The group’s 
president, Stuart Appelbaum, said he is 
worried about Israel losing the support of 
U.S. progressives, but that major unions 
still support Israel.

“Labor remains committed to a strong 
and secure Israel,” Appelbaum told JTA. 
“I think there is a shared commitment 
to democracy and workers’ rights.” He 
said support of Israel has not lessened, 

“but there are serious concerns about the 
current government.”

Weingarten in particular has leaned 
into AFT supporting Israel’s progressive 
camp. In 2016, Stav Shaffir, a young 
liberal Israeli lawmaker from the Labor 
Party, spoke at the AFT convention.

That year, the union also passed a 
resolution to partner with Hand-in-Hand, 
an Israeli network of bilingual Hebrew-
Arabic schools with a mixed Jewish and 

Arab student body. Weingarten said she 
visits with both Israeli and Palestinian 
unions on her trips to the region. She has 
spoken at multiple conferences of the 
liberal Israel policy organization J Street.

Weingarten, with megaphone, 
marches in a New York City rally, June 
27, 2018. (Courtesy Professional Staff 
Congress)

Weingarten said the union’s work in 
Israel is of a piece with its international 
work as a whole. She points to AFT’s 
support for labor movements worldwide, 
from supporting the Solidarity movement 
in communist Poland and progressive 
causes in Latin America to opposing 
apartheid in South Africa.

“We were part of the democracy 
movement, of helping, first, that fledgling 
democracy, and then ultimately being 
a supporter of the democracy in Israel,” 
she said. “There’s been a longstanding 

relationship between our unions and 
Israel because of the fight for democracy, 
and that relationship has continued 
during my tenure as president of the AFT. 
It is part of our long-term worldview of 
the importance of democracy.”

Supporting Israel is also a personal 
cause for Weingarten. She grew up in 
an involved Jewish home and attended 
Camp Ramah in New England. She is a 
member of Congregation Beth Simchat 
Torah in New York City and is newly 
married to its senior rabbi, Sharon 
Kleinbaum. And she is the latest Jewish 
AFT president, following predecessors 
like Sandra Feldman and Albert Shanker.

“I am a Ramahnik,” she said. “I grew 
up as a progressive Zionist. I grew up 
believing that Israel was an inclusive, 
democratic Jewish state that you needed 
to fight for, but inclusive and democratic 
was as important as Jewish. And just like 
the work that we do in America can make 
things more inclusive, more focused on 
justice, more focused on opportunity, 
that’s the work that I try to do in terms 
of Israel.”

Some local unions, like other 
progressive organizations, support BDS 
in expressing their values on the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. A handful of unions 
in the United States have joined major 
unions abroad in endorsing BDS. In the 
past school year, a local branch of AFT, 
the Graduate Employees’ Organization 
of the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, backed a divestment 
campaign on campus.

“We are saddened and disappointed 
in the hostility that AFT leaders such 
as Randi Weingarten have expressed to 
the internationally-respected and non-
violent tactic of BDS,” a June statement 
by the local union read. “Such leaders are 
out of touch and out of step with the rank 
and file of our union.”

Weingarten does not believe broad 
progressive support for Israel has 
become untenable. She feels that just 
as American progressives oppose the 
agenda of the Trump administration, 
they need to oppose the policies of 
Israel’s government while still engaging 
with the country.

By Ben Sales
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a wreath. In the midst of the daytime darkness that stunned us, we were simul-
taneously reminded of the power and the beauty of light. We cannot allow dark-
ness to overtake us. We share a DNA that is between 99.0 and 99.9% exactly the 
same for every human being on this earth for all of time. Our cultural and reli-
gious sources: biblical, philosophical, literary and even scientific make clear that 
whatever we perceive as different – gender, skin color, hair, build, everything 
that makes us feel so diverse, is never more than 1% of our actual makeup.

The Bible tells us “love your neighbor as yourself.” But what does that mean? Is 
it a platitude, is it naïve? Or is it a scientific insight that offers a road to a future of 
the best that the human being is capable of? The president, aided or guided by the 
Bannons and Gorkas surrounding him has made clear that we are in an ultimate 
battle of contending ideas.
_________________
Peter A. Geffen is the founder and executive director of KIVUNIM and the founder 
of The Abraham Joshua Heschel School, in New York City. He has devoted his ca-
reer in Jewish education to elevating Jewish identities informed and driven by so-
cial justice, creating educational models in which knowledge of Jewish communities 
around the world propels individual and collective growth and community building 
for next generations.
Formerly, he was director of the Israel Experience Program for the CRB Foundation 
and one of the most respected Israel education specialists in the world. He has been 
a social activist since serving as a civil rights worker for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
in 1965-66.
Mr. Geffen was the recipient of the Covenant Award in 2012, the highest recognition 
given to a Jewish educator.
His wife, Susie Kessler, is the sister of Sandy, Mickey, and Ami Kessler, whose par-
ents of blessed memory were Mollie and Gerald Kessler.

• Trawniki
• Majdanek
• Auschwitz
• Bergen-Belsen
• Braunschweig
• Beendorf
• Altona
All of these were concentration camps 

and forced labor camps where my teen-
age cousin endured nearly six years of 
her life until she was rescued by Ameri-
can troops and the Swedish Red Cross.

Never heard of some of these places? 
Neither had I until I recently read the 
CIA’s confidential report on German 
concentration camps, which was only 
unclassified in 2007.

In that terrifying document, you’ll read 
that concentration camps were established 
in every nation the Germans invaded, 
including 78 in France, more than 50 in 
Greece, 30 camps in the Netherlands, 29 
in Norway, 192 in Poland, the hundreds in 
Germany, and too many more.

We all know of the yellow star Jews 
like my cousin were forced to wear. But 
the CIA report lists others were also 

identified by color badges: red for po-
litical criminals (those who opposed 
the Nazi reich); homosexuals, pink; 
purple, (nuns, priests, ministers) and 
pacifists wo opposed the Nazis for reli-
gious reasons. Black badges were for the 
so-called anti-socials — the “scum”, “in-
ferior” homeless people, migrant work-
ers, beggars, vagrants, and large families 
from the lower social strata.

Look at that list again and see those 
whom this president want to marginal-
ize: recognize the political enemies — 
even in his own party; the religious crim-
inals — like Muslims, other than right-
wing Christians, and atheists; gay and 
transgender people — witness his most 
recent executive order; and in pardon-
ing an Arizona sheriff, he shows his con-
tempt for those he regards as “inferior.”

Supposedly, when the president takes 
the oath of office, he solemnly “swears 
that I will faithfully execute the Office of 
President of the United States, and will 
to the best of my ability, preserve, pro-
tect and defend the Constitution of the 
United States.”

In the eight grade, I was required to 
memorize the Preamble of the Consti-
tution:

We the People of the United 
States, in Order to form a 
more perfect Union, estab-
lish Justice, insure domestic 
Tranquility, provide for the 
common defence, promote the 
general Welfare, and secure 
the Blessings of Liberty to 
ourselves and our Posterity, 
do ordain and establish this 
Constitution for the United 
States of America.
Nearly 60 years later, it has stayed 

with me. 
Some things you never forget.
At least some of us never forget.

________________
Note: Patricia Kelvin was born in 

London, England, in 1945, as the bombs 
continued to fall. She became a U.S. cit-
zen in 1965. When she teared up while 
listening to the national anthem before a 
Dodger game, she decided it was time for 
her to be officially, an American
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(JTA) -- When Jeremy Corbyn visited 
Tunisia in 2014 to attend an anti-Israel 
conference alongside a senior Hamas 
official, the British lawmaker’s presence 
went virtually unnoticed.

It was, after all, just another day at 
the office for Corbyn, a far-left politician 
who at the time was an outlier within the 
Labour Party for his radical politics. There 
were other politicians present, including 
a Conservative Party member. Plus the 
whole event paled in comparison to some 
of Corbyn’s earlier stunts, like inviting 
Hamas and Hezbollah officials in 2009 
to Parliament, where he called them his 
“friends” whom he was “honored” to host 
at the heart of British democracy.

But the visit last week came back in 
a big way to haunt Corbyn, who in 2015 
became Labour leader and could well 
become Britain’s prime minister.

Several British media outlets 
published a picture of him at the event 
honoring perpetrators of the massacre of 
11 Israelis at the 1972 Munich Olympics -- 
one of the most memorable and infamous 
terrorist incidents in recent history.

A photo showing him holding a wreath 
over a plaque for Hayel Abdel-Hamid, 
the mastermind behind the attack by 
the Black September terrorist group, 
became international news. It triggered 

calls for his resignation and highlighted 
a succession of smaller scandals 
involving Corbyn’s hostility to Israel and 
problematic record when it comes to 
dealing with rising expressions of anti-
Semitism among his supporters. Corbyn 
has downplayed his role in the ceremony 
and its significance, saying he was there 
to promote peace.

Condemnation of Corbyn came from 
both Tories and factions of his own party.

There can “never be a ‘fitting memorial’ 
for terrorists. Where is the apology?” 
Jewish Labour lawmaker Luciana Berger 
asked on Twitter. Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu declared that 
Corbyn’s actions deserve “unequivocal 
condemnation from everyone – left, right 
and everything in between.”

But as with other anti-establishment 
politicians, such scrutiny and rebukes 
are paradoxically helping to galvanize 
support for the embattled Labour leader.

Some of his advocates are rallying to 
his defense against what they describe as 
a “Zionist conspiracy” to falsely portray 
him as anti-Semitic over his hostility to 
Israel.

Ian Hilpus, a former BBC producer and 
Corbyn supporter from London, blamed 
Corbyn’s troubles on “the Zionists.” They 
are “part of a conspiracy to undermine 

the most honest man in politics today,” 
he wrote Thursday on the Facebook page 
of a group called We Support Jeremy 
Corbyn. It has 70,000 members.

Such sentiments show that the “rise 
in anti-Semitism is difficult to stop,” said 
David Collier, a Jewish blogger who has 
uncovered several scandals involving 
Corbyn. “All our attempts are being used 
to show how much of a ‘fifth column’ we 
are, and some decent people are taking 
sides against us.”

Faulting the media for its critical 
interest in Corbyn’s actions is a page 
out of the playbook of President Donald 
Trump, Collier also said.

Some Corbyn supporters traffic in 
conspiracy theories focused on why the 
Daily Mail and the Evening Standard 
ran the Tunisia photo on their front 
pages, and why virtually all mainstream 
television and radio news editions 
either led with the item or featured it 
prominently. Such theories consider it a 
rare -- and suspicious -- degree of media 

consensus.
“Well ... they are ‘God’s Chosen people,’ 

so they can do what the f**k they like,” 
Kif Wood, a guitar maker from Cornwall, 
offered in another discussion on the 
Facebook group about “Zionist crimes.”

On Wednesday, the Morning Star, a far-
left newspaper, reported that unnamed 
Labour members had co-signed a letter 
urging the party to launch an “urgent 
investigation into Israeli interference in 
the party.”

The trigger for the letter, the Morning 
Star wrote, was Netanyahu’s Aug. 13 tweet 
calling for “unequivocal condemnation” 
of Corbyn. The signers also referred to a 
four-part Al Jazeera documentary, aired 
in January 2017, alleging that Israeli 
diplomats had plotted to “take down” a 
Foreign Office official.

The “wreath-gate” scandal, as the 
Spectator and other media call it, is the 
latest in a long string of cases in which 

By Cnaan Liphshiz

see Conspiracy, page56
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Carol Polansky, wearing her favorite necklace, jokes with Levy Gardens Director Sara Miller.

of life, we’ve needed to adapt,” explains 
Sara Miller, the facility’s director.

If you ask Carol Polansky, who has 
lived at Levy Gardens for 17 years, three 
months, two days, and one hour — as 
of an Aug. 9 interview — she says she 
would have no place to go were it not 
for the assisted living facility which cel-
ebrates 20 years of service this month.

At the age of 91, she says, she’s living 
a longer and happier life. She is still a 
frequent shopper, though she complains 
that she needs another closet.

Mrs. Polansky was born in Sharon, 
but moved here when she was four. Her 
grandparents were so orthodox, she ex-
plains, that they had to hire someone to 
flush the toilets on Shabbat. 

But those days are long gone as she 
finds a far different life at Levy Gardens. 

Mrs. Polansky — and other residents 
— give a lot of the credit for their enjoy-
ment to Activities Director Ronna Mar-
lin, who has been enhancing the fun for 
19 years.

“I’ve loved learning the history of 
Youngstown from the residents,” Ms. 
Marlin says.

“When the people want to go and do, 
it makes it a great place for everyone,” 
she says.

Age doesn’t make a difference, Ms. 
Marlin says.

She relates the story of resident Ma-
mie Smith who at 100 was still inde-
pendent. She used the treadmill and 
enjoyed contemporary films — without 
worrying about the language.

Mrs. Smith said, “When you go out 
to a restaurant and get a cup of coffee 
for 35 cents, you always leave a $1 tip. 
Somebody is working hard to serve you 
and talk to you. You never want people 
to think that seniors are cheap.”

 When Ms. Marlin takes resients to 
restaurants, she reminds tham of Mrs. 
Smith’s wise words.

After 20 years, the principal goal of 
Levy Gardens remains the same: to put 
life in the lives of the residents.

Levy Garden’s celebrates 20 years of service to the community (cont’d from p. 12)
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A new study has found that using 
a smiley in a work-related email to a 
stranger makes the recipient perceive the 
sender as less capable. “While an actual 
smile has a positive impact on creating 
an initial impression, adding a smiley 
can harm the person who included it in 
their email,” explains Dr. Arik Cheshin, 
one of the authors of the study.

Do you assume that adding a smi-
ley to work-related emails can help you 
make a positive first impression? A new 
study has found that a smiley is not 
regarded the same way as a smile, and 
can actually have a negative impact on 
the initial impression created in formal 
work-related emails. “While an actual 
smile has a positive impact on creating 
an initial impression, adding a smiley 
can harm the person who included it in 
their email,” explains Dr. Arik Cheshin 
of the University of Haifa, one of the au-
thors of the study.

In recent years, physical work meet-
ings in offices have been replaced by 

email correspondence and online tex-
tual interactions. In these types of com-
munication it is impossible to see facial 

expressions. Accordingly, people often 
try to create a positive first impression 

by using emojis, and particularly the 
smiley. 

In the latest study, published in the 
journal Social Psychological and Person-
ality Science, researchers Dr. Cheshin of 
the Department of Human Services at 
the University of Haifa, Dr. Ella Glikson 
of the Faculty of Management at Ben 
Gurion University, and Prof. Gerben 
van Kleef of Amsterdam University ran 
a series of four experiments to examine 
the impact of smileys in creating a first 
impression. 

The participants – 549 people from 
29 different countries – were asked to 
read work-related emails from someone 
they do not know. They were then asked 
to evaluate the competence and warmth 
of the person who sent the email. Some 
of the emails related to formal work mat-
ters, while others related to less formal 
aspects of work, such as an invitation 
to a party related to the workplace. The 
participants received similar texts, some 
of which included smileys while others 
did not, and some of which included a 

photograph of the sender smiling while 
in others the sender was not smiling. 
In the emails that did not include the 
sender’s photograph, it was impossible 
to determine their gender.

The findings show that when a pho-
tograph was included, a smiling sender 
was perceived as more competent and 
friendly. The researchers note that this 
is similar to the pattern seen in face-to-
face interactions. 

However, when emails on formal 
work-related matters included a smiley, 
the sender was perceived as less compe-
tent. The smiley did not influence the 
evaluation of the sender’s friendliness. 
In emails relating to less formal matters, 
the smiley led the sender to be perceived 
as more friendly, but did not influence 
the evaluation of competence.

The study also found that when the 
participants were asked to respond to 
emails on formal matters, their answers 
were more detailed and they included 
more content-related information when 
the email did not include a smiley. 

The researchers sought to examine 
whether the inclusion of smileys influ-
enced the perceived gender of the send-
ers of the emails. They found that recipi-
ents were more likely to assume that the 
email was sent by a woman if it included 
a smiley, though this did not influence 
the evaluation of competence or friend-
liness.

“People tend to assume that a smiley 
is a virtual smile, but the findings of this 
study show that in the case of the work-
place, at least as far as initial ‘encoun-
ters’ are concerned, this is incorrect. For 
now, at least, a smiley can only replace a 
smile when you already know the other 
person. In initial interactions, it is better 
to avoid using smileys, regardless of age 
or gender,” the researchers concluded.
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Corbyn is accused of tacitly tolerating or 
encouraging vitriol against Israel, Jews or 
both. He has denied the allegations.

In March, the media reported on 
Corbyn’s two-year membership in a 
Facebook group rife with Holocaust 
distortion and conspiracy theories 
about Jews, and a 2012 post in which he 
appeared to defend an anti-Semitic mural 
in London. Corbyn deleted his Facebook 
account this year amid revelations of his 
online activity and record.

Holocaust denier Paul Eisen wrote 
that Corbyn donated money to his  pro-
Palestinian advocacy group, Deir Yassin 
Remembered, though Corbyn denies the 
claim. The former leader of the Board 
of Deputies of British Jews, Jonathan 
Arkush, said Corbyn has “anti-Semitic 
views” and that his rising popularity is 
making Jews ask if they have a future in 
the country.

Corbyn, for his part, has denied having 
any anti-Jewish bias and has vowed 
to tackle anti-Semitism head on. He 
admitted last month for the first time 
that his party does have a problem but 

rejected allegations that he is responsible. 
A strident critic of Israel -- he has called 
for a boycott of settlement goods -- 
Corbyn said that he understands British 
Jews’ attachment to Israel and opposes 
any attack on them over Israel’s policies.

In a further bid to appease critics, 
Labour last month adopted a definition 
of anti-Semitism that recognizes Israel’s 
right to exist and cites several examples 
of how anti-Israel rhetoric crosses over 
to anti-Semitism. The definition was 
based on the “working definition” of the 
International Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance, which has been adopted by 
government of many countries, including 
Britain.

But the gesture backfired spectacularly 
when the Jewish community learned that 
the definition omitted examples of what 
the IHRA considers anti-Semitic Israel 
bashing. Corbyn, the critics said, was 
creating a loophole that would allow 
anti-Semites to hide behind the cover of 
anti-Israel rhetoric.

Many Corbyn supporters see each 
controversy as a new attempt by 

his enemies -- they now include the 
mainstream representative organs of 
British Jewry -- to besmirch him with 
fallacies. Often their objections feature 
thinly veiled dog whistles about Jews.

Take, for example, the Aug. 13 
editorial in the Morning Star. It assured 
readers that despite the intense scrutiny 
of Corbyn in the media over wreath-gate, 
his support for the “Palestinian cause will 
not be traduced into oblivion by wealthy 
and powerful circles.”

The Jewish Labour Movement, which 
has been critical of how Corbyn has 
handled anti-Semitism in the party, has 
been “part of the project” to discredit 
him, the Morning Star reported in 
another article about the fallout of the 
Tunisia trip.

The wreath-gate scandal prompted 
unprecedented criticism by mainstream 
politicians over Corbyn’s anti-Israel 
agenda. Home Secretary Sajid Javid of 
the Conservative Party said Corbyn was 
“not fit to lead” and urged him to resign. 
Labour’s former prime minister, Gordon 
Brown, said that “Jeremy Corbyn has got 

to change.”
But if Corbyn’s popularity is suffering 

in the general population over such 
rebukes, it does not seem to be an 
insurmountable obstacle to his becoming 
prime minister.

A BMG Research poll for The 
Independent conducted among 1,481 
adult voters just before the Tunisia story 
broke had Corbyn and Prime Minister 
Theresa May running neck and neck, with 
26 percent of respondents supporting 
each candidate if elections were held 
now.

“The wagons are circling around him 
in ever tighter circles,” Jonathan Hoffman, 
a pro-Israel activist from London and 
critic of Corbyn, told JTA.

Much like Trump’s base, Collier said 
Corbyn’s staunch backers see each new 
negative revelation as a sign that “the 
media is against him.”

“And the question is,” the pro-Israel 
blogger said, “can we do anything but 
play into their hands?”

Conspiracy, from page 55
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By Rabbi Joseph P Schonberger
Temple El Emeth

For every 
person, a 
lot of life 
becomes 
habit or a 
matter of 
reflex. Take, 
for example, 
a boxer who 
sought out a 
doctor to get 

relief from insomnia. 
The doctor wanted to proceed conser-
vatively, so he first prescribed relaxing 
and then counting to a hundred. When 
the boxer returned to the doctor, he la-
mented his difficulty. The boxer applied 
the doctor’s suggestions. But every time 
he started counting, he would jump up 
at the count of nine.

Many of our habits are formed as 
the daily routines and structures of our 

lives are established. As with the boxer, 
we benefit from reevaluating habits to 
accommodate changes in our lives to 
serve our best interests. 

Consider the expected life passages, 
the many unpredictable possibilities 
and the rapid pace of transitions and 
technologies that affect us in these mod-
ern times. 

Political elections, Yom HaShoah, 
Veteran’s Day,Thanksgiving, birthdays, 
anniversaries, High Holidays and many 
other events evoke the mixed emotions 
and thoughts in all of life’s complexities.

These underscore the importance of 
finding comfort in the constants that 
provide us with anchors and resources 
from which we can draw strength. We 
depend upon family, friends, and faith 
(God and tradition) as the constants 
that help us through life. However, 
people often neglect these indispens-
able supports in life until we’re down for 
some kind of 10 count. 

The best time to reinforce our rela-
tionships with friends, family and God 
is NOW. As our Sages taught us: if not 
now, when? 

And please include the Synagogue 

for strengthening relationships with 
God and making Faith more meaning-
ful.

As the New Year, Yom Kippur, and 
Sukkot approach, let’s recall that when 
our Torah matriarch Leah, gave birth to 
her fourth child she said: “Hapaam odeh 
et Hashem — this time I will thank the 
Lord.” She named her son “Judah” from 
the word “Odeh” meaning “thanks.”  Ac-
cording to our Sages, based on this, our 
people took on the name of Judah (Ye-
hudah in Hebrew) because to be a Jew 
(Yehudi in Hebrew) means to be thank-
ful.

The advent of the High Holidays 
have challenged every generation of our 
People to reinforce the anchors of Torah, 
Faith and Family and work on overcom-
ing the habitual behaviors and shallow 
values that compromise our character, 
purpose, and overall quality of life.

May God help everyone with the life 
enhancing wellsprings of strength to 
make the new year 5778, blessed with 
health, success, and happiness. May all 
be inscribed in the Lord’s Sacred Book.

Ketivah VaChatimah Tovah / הביתכ 
.הבוט המיטחו

PaigeByrnes.comPaigeByrnes.com

Choose a  
winning team!

Contact us for a free consultation.

Is your insurance team keeping up with you?

NEW OFFICE LOCATION
9400 E. Market St. • Warren, OH 44484

330-393-2587

SPECIALIZING IN 

Institutional Services

Consulting

Precription Compounding

Lori & Alan 
Mirkin

Ronna & Rick 
Marlin

520 Gypsy Lane
Youngstown, OH 44504-2208

330.744.0707
Fax: 330.744.1244

Best Wishes for a Very 
Happy New Year

High Holidays 2017 /5778 
signed for children ages 6 through 12.

El Emeth’s Erev Yom Kippur Congre-
gational dinner will take place on Friday 
evening, Sept. 29 at 5:30 p.m. The Kol 
Nidre service will begin promptly at 7 
p.m. Information and reservation forms 
are in the Synagogue bulletin and have 
been mailed to members’ homes and are 
due back in with payment by Sept. 25.  A 
light Break the Fast will take place im-
mediately following the close of services 
on Saturday evening.

Children’s programming for Yom 
Kippur will be held Saturday, Sept. 30 at 
10:45 a.m. until the close of the Yizkor 
Service. All children ages 6 through 12 
are invited to attend.

Sukkah decorating will take place on 
Sunday morning, Oct. 1 from 10:30 a.m. 
until 12:30 p.m. Children are invited to 
bring their parents and grandparents to 
join in the fun. We will make decora-
tions for the sukkah and enjoy a pizza 
lunch!

Daily Minyans are held at 5:45 p.m. 
including Shabbat afternoon. Shabbat 
morning services begin at 9:30 a.m.

El Emeth (cont’d from p. 6)
Azerbaijan’s Only JCC Sold Off in Painful Blow to a 
Dwindling Community

BAKU, Azerbaijan (JTA) -- About one 
year after Bella Regimov’s two children 
left their native country for Israel along 
with many of her friends and relatives, 
she began feeling socially isolated.

On her own in Azerbaijan’s family-
oriented society, the 76-year-old was 
losing “the will to get up in the morning” 
following their immigration in the early 
2000s, she said.

But in 2006, things turned around. 
That year, she started volunteering at 
the Jewish community center that the 
American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee, or JDC, had opened two years 
earlier in this capital city of the Caucasus 
republic.

“This became my home, my real home,” 
Regimov said of The Jewish House, a 
crumbling building on a busy street 
bordering the Baku Railway Station. “I 
come here first thing in the morning and 
I stay to close the place.”

Since she started volunteering, 
Regimov has come to depend on the 
center for social interaction, a sense of 
purpose and even exercise: She walks 
at least two miles a day to the center 
and back to her home in Baku’s old 
Jewish quarter. In the summer, she walks 
briskly to minimize her exposure to the 
scorching sun, slowing down only under 
the shade of the buildings featuring the 
city’s ubiquitous beige sandstone tiles.

But this month, Regimov and dozens 
of others of elderly Jews in Baku will 
have to leave the building that houses the 
city’s only Jewish community center. JDC 
has sold it to streamline its expenses in a 
city with a dwindling Jewish community.

The sale is part of a broader effort 
by JDC to respond to shifting Jewish 
community demographics, the New York-
based group said. In the case of Baku, 
whose Jewish population has shrunk 
from 16,000 to 8,000 since  2000, JDC 
will move its offices to a much smaller 
space, a JDC spokesperson said.

Many Azeri Jews have left for Russia 
and Israel in search of opportunities 
unavailable under the nepotist economy 
of Azerbaijan, an oil-rich country where 

many residents nonetheless live in abject 
poverty.

As the community shrinks, Regimov 
and other elderly Jews value even more 
the institutions that have been their 
solution to loneliness.

“Please tell them not to take this away 

from us,” she said. “It’s my reason for 
getting up in the morning, and I’m not 
the only one.”

The Jewish House, at 13,000 square 
feet, includes an auditorium, workshop 
rooms, classrooms and space for 
exhibitions. JDC said the new space is 
about five times smaller, but will have 
space for activities and a day center for 
seniors.

Still, Shaul Davidov, who has headed 
The Jewish House since its opening, said 
the change means the “end of an era” for 
his community.

The organizations that run Jewish 
communal activities in Baku will find a 
new address there, he said, but “it means 
a painful loss” for Regimov and dozens 
of elderly Jews who come to The Jewish 
House daily to play cards, participate in 
arts and crafts lessons and study Hebrew.

“I don’t think they’ll come. It will not 
be the same,” he said.

Arnold Zeligman, an 86-year-old 
volunteer teacher of Hebrew at The 

Jewish House, is determined to resume 
his activity in the new space.

“But where will we have concerts? 
Where will we have a festive kabbalat 
Shabbat?” he asks. “I don’t see it 
happening, and it’s a very big shame.”

The Jewish House’s annual upkeep 

costs about $60,000, Davidov said.
Baku has two active synagogues in 

the old Jewish quarter. Both are small 
in comparison to The Jewish House and 
“our people don’t really feel like it’s their 
space there,” said Zeligman, whose only 
son lives in Israel.

His students are a dozen or so 
pensioners, who enjoyed the unplanned 
study break they were given last month 
while Zeligman spoke to JTA. Watching 
him wrap his tongue around some of 
the best Hebrew-language words in 
his vocabulary, they crack jokes at his 
expense in Juhuri, the dying dialect 
spoken here by many Jews.

A mix of Farsi and Hebrew, it is the 
centuries-old language of the Mountain 
Jews -- a stream of Judaism that is 
considered neither Sephardic nor 

By Cnaan Liphshiz

see Sold Off, page 60
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Saul Davidov greeting regulars at the entrance to The Jewish Home in Baku, Azerbaijan
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A new study has found that using 
a smiley in a work-related email to a 
stranger makes the recipient perceive the 
sender as less capable. “While an actual 
smile has a positive impact on creating 
an initial impression, adding a smiley 
can harm the person who included it in 
their email,” explains Dr. Arik Cheshin, 
one of the authors of the study.

Do you assume that adding a smi-
ley to work-related emails can help you 
make a positive first impression? A new 
study has found that a smiley is not 
regarded the same way as a smile, and 
can actually have a negative impact on 
the initial impression created in formal 
work-related emails. “While an actual 
smile has a positive impact on creating 
an initial impression, adding a smiley 
can harm the person who included it in 
their email,” explains Dr. Arik Cheshin 
of the University of Haifa, one of the au-
thors of the study.

In recent years, physical work meet-
ings in offices have been replaced by 

email correspondence and online tex-
tual interactions. In these types of com-
munication it is impossible to see facial 

expressions. Accordingly, people often 
try to create a positive first impression 

by using emojis, and particularly the 
smiley. 

In the latest study, published in the 
journal Social Psychological and Person-
ality Science, researchers Dr. Cheshin of 
the Department of Human Services at 
the University of Haifa, Dr. Ella Glikson 
of the Faculty of Management at Ben 
Gurion University, and Prof. Gerben 
van Kleef of Amsterdam University ran 
a series of four experiments to examine 
the impact of smileys in creating a first 
impression. 

The participants – 549 people from 
29 different countries – were asked to 
read work-related emails from someone 
they do not know. They were then asked 
to evaluate the competence and warmth 
of the person who sent the email. Some 
of the emails related to formal work mat-
ters, while others related to less formal 
aspects of work, such as an invitation 
to a party related to the workplace. The 
participants received similar texts, some 
of which included smileys while others 
did not, and some of which included a 

photograph of the sender smiling while 
in others the sender was not smiling. 
In the emails that did not include the 
sender’s photograph, it was impossible 
to determine their gender.

The findings show that when a pho-
tograph was included, a smiling sender 
was perceived as more competent and 
friendly. The researchers note that this 
is similar to the pattern seen in face-to-
face interactions. 

However, when emails on formal 
work-related matters included a smiley, 
the sender was perceived as less compe-
tent. The smiley did not influence the 
evaluation of the sender’s friendliness. 
In emails relating to less formal matters, 
the smiley led the sender to be perceived 
as more friendly, but did not influence 
the evaluation of competence.

The study also found that when the 
participants were asked to respond to 
emails on formal matters, their answers 
were more detailed and they included 
more content-related information when 
the email did not include a smiley. 

The researchers sought to examine 
whether the inclusion of smileys influ-
enced the perceived gender of the send-
ers of the emails. They found that recipi-
ents were more likely to assume that the 
email was sent by a woman if it included 
a smiley, though this did not influence 
the evaluation of competence or friend-
liness.

“People tend to assume that a smiley 
is a virtual smile, but the findings of this 
study show that in the case of the work-
place, at least as far as initial ‘encoun-
ters’ are concerned, this is incorrect. For 
now, at least, a smiley can only replace a 
smile when you already know the other 
person. In initial interactions, it is better 
to avoid using smileys, regardless of age 
or gender,” the researchers concluded.

Take Out Service on Entire Menu

• LIBERTY
2940 Belmont
330-759-6907

• BOARDMAN
4600 Market 

330-788-5666

Two Great 
Locations

Dine in / Carry Out

6041

Is a ‘smiley’ the same as a smile?   —  not at work 

 Photo/University of Haifa, courtesy

Dr. Arik Cheshin, Department of Human 
Services at the University of Haifa



58 The Jewish Journal Monthly Magazine September 2018 

Britain’s Labour Party Tried to Define Anti-Semitism to Satisfy Critics. 
It Didn’t Go Well.

(JTA) -- It’s been nearly three years 
since Jeremy Corbyn became the leader 
of Britain’s Labour Party, and he has 
riled British Jews more than any other 
politician in recent history.

Last week, Great Britain’s three leading 
Jewish newspapers united in publishing 
a front-page editorial warning that a 
Corbyn premiership would constitute an 
“existential threat to Jewish life in this 
country.” In May, the previous president 
of the Board of Deputies of British Jews 
said Corbyn has “anti-Semitic views” and 
that his rising popularity is making Jews 
ask if they have a future in the country.

This unprecedented rhetoric, 
accompanied by street protests against 
Corbyn by hundreds of Jews, follows 
his alleged inaction against, or tacit 
encouragement of, perceived increases in 
anti-Semitic speech within the party.

A hard-left politician who has called 
Hezbollah and Hamas officials “friends” 
whom he was “honored” in 2009 to 
host in the Parliament, Corbyn is widely 
accused of tolerating or ignoring anti-
Semitism disguised as anti-Israel speech, 
among other forms of Jew hatred.

Recent revelations such as his defense 
in 2013 of an anti-Semitic mural, as well 
as membership around that time in 
Facebook groups rife with anti-Semitic 
discourse, have done little to improve his 
image.

Ironically, though, the worst crisis 
yet in his troubled relationship with the 
Jewish community is currently unfolding 
not over his party’s inaction on this 
issue, but over what Labour says is one 
of its major attempts at addressing the 
problem: the adoption this month of 

a four-page definition of what Labour 
considers anti-Semitism.

Critics of the party’s definition call 
it a defanged version of the British 
government’s own definition. The 
government’s definition, based on the 
“working definition” of the International 

Holocaust Remembrance Alliance, 
outlines classic expressions anti-
Semitism and ways in which criticism 
of Israel can also be perceived as anti-
Semitic. Labour’s definition trips many of 
the anti-Israel examples -- suggesting, for 
example, that someone could compare 

Israeli policies to those of the Nazis and 
not be an anti-Semite.

But Jennie Formby, Labour’s general 
secretary, said the document “goes 
further” than the government’s definition 
and will “foster deeper understanding 
about all forms of anti-Semitism within 
our movement.” For example, she wrote, 
Labour defines anti-Semitism as the use 
of certain derogatory words and tropes 
not included in the IHRA definition.

However, amid mutual suspicion 
and mounting hostility, the debate over 
the merits and faults of a quasi-legal 
document has deteriorated into a fight 
between Corbyn’s Jewish critics and his 
advocates. It has featured expletives and 
shouting by lawmakers, racist conspiracy 
theories and growing despair even 
among staunch supporters for resolving 
the feud through dialogue.

The main grievance raised by critics 
of Labour’s definition is that it omits four 
Israel-related points featured in the one 

adopted by the British government in 
2016.

The Labour definition does feature 
some examples of anti-Israel vitriol 
that should be considered anti-Semitic, 
including accusing Israel of exaggerating 
the Holocaust. But it also states that 
Israel’s own description of itself as “a 
‘Jewish state’” can “cause particular 
difficulty in the context of deciding 
whether language or behavior is anti-
Semitic.”

To David Hirsh, a Jewish University of 
London lecturer who last year published 
a book on left-wing anti-Semitism 
in Britain, the Labour definition is 
essentially a loophole, or a way for 
Labour to articulate “their opposition to 
anti-Semitism which would not define 
their friends” as anti-Semitic.

The Labour definition, he said, 
stipulates that offenders must have 
shown anti-Semitic “intent” in order to 
be disciplined.

“If you can’t prove intent, then you 
can’t prove anti-Semitism. And nobody 
on the left has anti-Semitic intent,” he 
said sarcastically.

The new definition follows decades 
of accusations involving a former mayor 
of London, Ken Livingstone, who quit 
Labour in May following repeated claims 
that Zionists collaborated with Adolf 
Hitler. Livingstone went beyond the 
historical record that the Jews cut limited 
rescue deals with the Nazis, suggesting 
instead that Hitler was a Zionist before 
orchestrating the murder of 6 million 
Jews.

Livingstone has a rich record of 
making statements perceived as anti-
Semitic. In 1984, he said Jews were 
“basically a tribe of Arabs,” and that “the 
Jews became reactionaries, turned right, 
nearly to be fascists.”

Corbyn, whose party had resisted 
repeated calls to kick out Livingstone, 
said Livingstone’s resignation was a “sad 
moment.”

Sixty-eight British rabbis earlier 
this month published an open letter 
condemning Labour’s divergence from 
the IHRA definition as “insulting and 

By Cnaan Liphshiz
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The love affair with America was instant. It never 
wavered. Life wasn’t always easy or fair, but for my 
mother and her family, in contrast to their past lives, 
this country had given them the most priceless gifts 
of all – a new beginning and the promise of safety 
and opportunity.

As an only child, I was rather indulged by my moth-
er, but one of the very few times she showed raw anger 
was during the Vietnam War days, when I said some 
critical things about the U.S. Never forget, she said, that 
this country sheltered us, gave us a new start, and is the 
last, best beacon of hope for the world.

My late father was born in Hungary, and raised in 
Germany and Austria. He arrived in the United States 
after World War II, following an immensely difficult 
12-year journey that began with Hitler’s assumption 
of power in January 1933 and didn’t end until V-E Day 
in May 1945.

For him, it was the same as for my mother. Okay, 
the coffee had been far better in Europe, and Ameri-
can football, as opposed to soccer, made absolutely no 
sense, not to mention baseball. But still, the U.S. was a 
unique land, worth fighting for, as he did so valiantly. 
He treasured this nation each and every day. He, too, 
had experienced the harsh denial of basic rights, and 
understood there was nothing more precious than 
possessing them.

My parents came to realize that America had its 
shortcomings, especially after a road trip they took 
from New York to Florida in 1959. I recall how excited 
I was for their return and the stories of their journey 
to the land of palm trees and beaches. Instead, all they 
could talk about was how thunder-struck they were to 
have witnessed widespread racial bigotry south of the 

Mason-Dixon Line.
As Jews in Nazi-occupied Europe, they were all 

too familiar with institutionalized segregation, but 
the idea that America, which had sacrificed so much 
to defeat Hitler and his racial theories, could permit 
some states to enforce it was unfathomable.

Yet in stark distinction to Nazi Germany and its 
allies, America was a work in progress that was ulti-
mately answerable to its citizens. Hence the joy that 
greeted the landmark legislative and judicial decisions 
ending legalized racial discrimination. Once again, my 
parents’ abiding belief in this land was vindicated.

And then I got to see the essence of America 
through a third lens, my wife’s. She had been born 
and raised in Libya, a country that never knew the 
first thing about equal protection under the law, free 
and fair elections, smooth transfers of power, or First 
Amendment rights.

Sure, the Libyan constitution, adopted in 1951 
when the country became independent, promised ev-
erything under the sun, but it was all a tragic façade, 
especially for the Jewish minority. Years later, my wife 
and her large family were lucky to escape with their 
lives. Some other Jews, tragically, perished at the hands 
of the bloodthirsty extremists.

Ever since she arrived in the U.S. in 1979, and, later, 
proudly became a citizen, my wife never ceased to say 
how fortunate she felt to live in a place where her rights 
did not depend on the whim of a ruler, but rather on 
the supremacy of law in a democratic society.

But, like my parents, she bemoaned the fact that 
too many native-born Americans seemed to take the 
gift of their birth here entirely for granted; that, hav-
ing never experienced the absence of democracy, they 

couldn’t fully grasp its majestic meaning; and that they 
too often belittled America without understanding the 
symbol of hope it inspired across the globe.

At a time when some Americans assail our plural-
ism and diversity, and a few even wish to glamorize the 
Nazi era, it’s worth remembering where those roads 
can lead.

We have something special in this noble country 
worth standing up and fighting for, and, yes, uniting 
us. Maybe it’s best captured, my family might say, in 
those three defining words, E pluribus unum, and that 
enduring torch of freedom in New York Harbor.

*AJC was formerly known as the American Jewish 
Committee.

Editor’s noteDavid Harris is one of the Jewish peo-
ple’s foremost leaders and most eloquent spokesmen. He 
has led AJC, the premier global advocacy organization, 
since 1990.

The late Israeli President Shimon Peres referred to 
him as “the foreign minister of the Jewish people,” and 
former Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon 
said: “David is the consummate Jewish diplomat of our 
time.”

Mr. Harris is the author of seven books – The Jew-
ish World, Entering a New Culture, and five volumes 
of In the Trenches – and co-author of an eighth, The 
Jokes of Oppression. He has written hundreds of articles, 
op-eds, letters, and reviews in leading newspapers and 
magazines. From 2001 to 2015, he had a weekly spot on 
the CBS Radio Network, reaching millions of listeners 
across the United States. He writes a popular blog on 
international affairs at The Huffington Post [where this 
column first appeared] and Times of Israel.

David Harris commentary (continued from page 2)

Getting ready 
for Sukkot is 
a reminder of 
the agricul-
tural blessings 
mentioned in 
the Torah. Next 
month’s Journal 
will focus on 
the products of 
Jewish winemak-
ers around the 
world. see next page
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Labour General Secretary Jennie Formby speaks at a miners’ gala in Durham, England
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arrogant,” and calling on the party to 
adopt the international document. The 
Board of Deputies of British Jews has 
issued a similar call.

The row over the definition of anti-
Semitism has prompted a spate of 
resignations from Labour, including 
by John Strawson, a University of East 
London School of Law lecturer and 
Palestinian rights advocate, journalists 
Jane Merrick and Martin Bright, and 
lawmaker John Woodcock. Other Labour 
moderates are said to be planning to 
resign in September.

Other critics of the definition have 
been less polite than Hirsh and other 
Corbyn detractors.

Among them is Margaret Hodge, a 
Jewish lawmaker from Labour.

Turning to Corbyn during a July 
17 meeting in Parliament, Hodge said 
“You’re a f***cking anti-Semite and a 
racist. You have proved you don’t want 
people like me in the party,” according to 
several witnesses of the exchange. Hodge, 
a knighted dame, has denied using the 
expletive.

In the aftermath of the interjection, 

Labour’s ethics board has launched an 
internal investigation for disciplinary 
infractions. The board is also looking at 
another Labour lawmaker, Ian Austin, 
whose adoptive father survived the 
Holocaust. Austin said he had a “heated 
discussion” with Labour officials about 
the new definition but denies their claim 
that he “screamed abuse” at them.

There are even claims that the conflict 
has descended to violence: Paul Mason, 
a journalist and influential Corbyn 
supporter, is accused of assaulting an 
activist from a Dutch Jewish group in the 
Hague during a visit there by Corbyn. The 
activist held up a banner during Corbyn’s 
speech reading “Labour, for the many not 
the Jew” to protest the new definition, 
among other issues. Mason denies 
assaulting him.

Separately, Damien Enticott, a Labour 
representative in the south of London, 
admitted this week that he shared on 
Facebook an anti-Semitic video accusing 
Jews of drinking blood for ritual purposes.

Enticott has been suspended pending 
an investigation – one of at least 250 
cases featuring alleged anti-Semitic 
rhetoric referred recently to Labour’s 
ethics panel.

And Peter Willsman, a key supporter 
of Corbyn, was recorded dismissing the 
Labour leader’s Jewish critics, saying “I 
am not going to be lectured to by Trump 
fanatics.” He also said about the 68 rabbis: 
“Where is your evidence of severe and 
widespread anti-Semitism in this party?”

Corbyn, who attended the meeting 
where Willsman made these remarks, 
did not react to Willsman’s assertions, 
witnesses told The Jewish Chronicle.

Labour’s adoption of a homemade 
anti-Semitism definition follows several 
actions that the party under Corbyn 
thought would appease critics but only 
ended up inflaming them.

In 2016, an internal review found 
that Labour has an “occasionally toxic 
atmosphere” against Jews but no 
institutional problem. The Board of 
Deputies of British Jews called the report 
a whitewash – an accusation that gained 
considerable traction after its author, 
Shami Chakrabarti, was promoted to 
represent Labour in the upper house of 
the Parliament months after submitting 
the document.

Corbyn’s attendance at an alternative 
Passover seder dinner in April was 
another controversial gesture. The left-

wing group organizing the event, Jewdas, 
included a “Prayer Against the State of 
Israel” in its Haggadah that asks God to 
“smash” the Jewish state. It also included 
the “Ten Plagues of the Occupation of 
Palestine.”

“Either Jeremy Corbyn was 
deliberately provoking the Jewish 
community or making a catastrophic 
error of judgment,” Jonathan Arkush, 
then leader of the Board or Deputies of 
British Jews, said about the seder event. 
“I don’t know which of these is true.”

Keith Kahn-Harris, a Jewish left-
leaning sociologist from London and 
advocate of reconciliation between the 
Jewish community and Corbyn, wrote in 
The Guardian that Labour’s anti-Semitism 
definition “has only compounded the 
problem” that its authors said they seek 
to solve.

But Kahn-Harris said he cannot 
ascertain whether it was a cynical attempt 
to give accused anti-Semites a loophole or 
a genuine but botched attempt to address 
the problem they present.

“Maybe both things are true,” he 
said. Around Corbyn, “there is both a 
widespread chaos and a small coterie of 
very ruthless people.”

from previous page
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Tri-County Hadassah Chapter in-
vites members and guests to its annual 
donor event, Sept. 14, at 12 noon at 
Congregation Rodef Sholom, 1119 Elm 
Rd., Youngstown.

The keynote speaker will be Bonnie 
Deutsch Burdman, director of commu-
nity relations and government relations 
of the Youngstown Area Jewish Federa-
tion. She will share her latest Israeli ex-
periences with us.

Marilyn Oyer, membership chair-
man, will be honored as the Tri-County 
Hadassah Woman of the Year. She has 
served Tri-County Hadassah Chapter 
in many leadership capacities since be-
coming a life member in1964.

 The luncheon will be catered by life 
member Joan Schwebel. The cost of the 
luncheon $18. Reservations are required 
by Sept. 6. Donation checks should be 
made out to Tri-County Hadassah.

Funds will be used for the Hadassah 
Medical Organization, a complex that 
rivals the finest hospitals in the world 
and welcomes millions of patients each 
year, regardless of race, religion or na-

tionality. 
Patients at the medical center find 

cutting-edge medical research, which 
is finding new treatments for heart dis-
ease, cancer, ALS and more; 

Hadassah’s Center for Women’s 
Health, the only one of its kind in Israel, 
is a multidisciplinary center that takes a 
holistic approach to women’s health.

Hadassah also funds advocacy and 
training for tomorrow’s leaders; and 
our Jewish future through our on-going 
investment in Young Judea and Youth 
Aliyah.

For Donor reservations call —
Lenore Ackerman 330 759-0325
Jeanette Mandel 330 372-3183
Beverly Nathan 724 308-6111

Ongoing fundraiser
Hadassah is now collecting fall cloth-

ing at Raks. Winter clothing will be ac-
cepted in November. Drop-off days are 
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday. The 
Hadassah account number is 6984. For 
pick-up, call Bonnie Lehman at 330 
856-2158. For tax receipts, call Phyllis 
Landau at 330 565-2280.

Hadassah’s donor luncheon

Every year, “Color Wars” takes place 
during the last week of camp as all the 
campers are divided up into four teams: 
red, yellow, green, and blue. 

The teams compete all week in ac-
tivities for points, and the team that has 

the most points at the end of the week 
wins Color Wars. 

The teams each participate din the 
car wash fundraiser, and each team got 

JCC Camp ‘color wars’ fundraiser

Happily washing cars at the JCC are (from left) Abigail Zolk, Ryann Harden, and Kara Hunt.

(Continued on p. 60

Ashkenazi, and whose members have 
their own manner of singing scripture 
and songs. About half of Azerbaijan’s 
Jews are Mountain Jews. The rest are 
Ashkenazim who came here before 1991, 
when Russia still ruled what is now 
Azerbaijan.

Fading and lacking an agreed-upon 
alphabet -- the few Juhuri books in 
existence are divided into volumes using 
Cyrillic, Arabic, Hebrew and Latin -- the 
pensioners’ native tongue is no use for 
communicating with grandchildren in 
Israel and beyond over Skype, requiring 
them to study Hebrew. But none of them 
is seriously thinking about moving to 
Israel as long as they are in good health, 
Zeligman said.

Michal Frank, the executive director of 
JDC in the former Soviet Union, said she 
“understands that it can be upsetting” to 
some in the community.

“We’re very attentive to their needs, 
but we need to adjust to demographic 
shifts and decreasing budgets for the 

good of all JDC clients,” she said.
In 2017, JDC spent more than $120 

million -- slightly over one-third of 
its budget -- on supporting Jewish 
communities in the former Soviet Union. 
This included funding for the Hesed 
program, which provided that year 
support to some 110,000 individuals 
from the neediest segments of the 
community.

JDC has had to direct extra resources 
to Russia and Ukraine, where most of the 
former Soviet Jews live, in order to meet 
growing needs. Since 2013, JDC has seen 
at least 6,500 Jews apply for its welfare 
programs in Ukraine, one of the most 
dramatic increases in reliance on JDC 
aid since Ukraine gained independence 
in 1991. It was part of JDC’s response 
to a financial crisis that in 2014 hit the 
economies of both Russia and Ukraine in 
connection with their territorial conflict.

These socioeconomic developments 
coincided with a decrease in JDC’s 
available cash. The group’s assets 

dropped gradually from $711 million 
in 2014 to $644 million last year – a 10 
percent decrease. And expenditures 
dropped accordingly, from $336 million 
to $311 million over that same period, 
according to its annual reports.

As needs increase elsewhere, they 
shrink in places like Baku.

At The Jewish House, the number 
of people receiving services, or clients, 
declined by half since 2005, according 
to JDC. There are currently some 900 
elderly clients there. Few younger Jews 
apply for aid.

This depletion is not unique to 
Azerbaijan. It is being seen across the 
former Soviet region, where ailing 
economies and the erosion of democratic 
standards are prompting many Jews who 
resisted earlier waves of emigration to 
finally leave.

In the Russian Siberian city of 
Chelyabinsk, the JDC Hesed office has 
seen a decrease of 51 percent in the 
number of its clients from 2004. In 

Krasnoyarsk, another Russian city in 
Siberia, a 63 percent decrease in clients 
since 2004 resulted in JDC merging that 
city’s Hesed operations, servicing its 
219 remaining clients, with the one in 
Novosibirsk.

In Belarus, after the number of clients 
fell by half, Hesed offices in Polotsk and 
Vitebsk merged.

Israel is certainly seeing the impact 
of this trend. Russia and Ukraine 
alone provided Israel with most of its 
immigrants in 2017 -- the first calendar 
year in over a decade that this has 
happened. In Azerbaijan, many Jews leave 
for Moscow, where they can easily obtain 
work visas and where many wealthy 
Azeri Jews can help them put down roots.

Davidov, the head of The Jewish House, 
says he is aware of the bigger picture.

“We’ll soon be gone anyway,” he said. 
“Is saving a few thousand dollars a year 
really worth tearing all this down?”

Sold Off , from page 57
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Nine Things You Didn’t Know About Yom Kippur

(My Jewish Learning via JTA) – Yom 
Kippur, the Jewish Day of Atonement, 
starts at sundown on Tuesday, Sept. 18. 
Traditionally one of the most somber days 
on the Jewish calendar, it’s known for 
fasting and repentance – not to mention 
killer caffeine withdrawal headaches.

However, the holiday has some lesser-
known associations as well.

1. The word “scapegoat” originates 
in an ancient Yom Kippur ritual.

Jews historically have been popular 
scapegoats — blamed for an array of ills 
not of their creation. But, and we’re not 
kid-ding, they really do deserve blame 
(or credit) for the term scapegoat. In 
Leviticus 16:8 (in the Torah portion 
Achrei Mot), the High Priest is instructed 
on Yom Kippur to lay his hands upon 
a goat while confessing the sins of the 
entire community — and then to throw 
the animal off a cliff.

2. Another animal ritual, swinging 
a chicken around one’s head, has 
sparked considerable controversy, 

and not just from animal-rights 
activists.

In 2015, the kapparot ritual, in which 
a chicken is symbolically invested with 
a person’s sins and then slaughtered, 
spurred two lawsuits in the United States: 
one by traditional Jews claiming their 
right to perform it was being abridged by 
the government and another by animal-
rights activists. Centuries earlier, the 
ritual drew criticism from notable sages 
like the Ramban (13th century) and 
Rabbi Joseph Caro (16th century), whose 
objections had less to do with animal 
welfare than with religious integrity.

3. Yom Kippur once was a big 
matchmaking day.

The Talmud states that both Yom 
Kippur and Tu b’Av (often described as 
the Jewish Valentine’s Day) were the most 
joyous days of the year, when women 
would wear white gowns and dance in 

By MJL Staff

Orthodox Jewish girls performing the kapparot ceremony in Jerusalem see Yom Kippur, page 62
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(JTA/JNS) — Dozens of Jewish fami-
lies in Houston were either evacuated 
or moved to the second floors of their 
homes due to flooding caused by Hur-
ricane Harvey, the local Jewish Family 
Service said.

Some 150 neighborhood blocks in 
the city that are home to members of 
the Jewish community have been dam-
aged in floods as part of the hurricane, 
the JFS said in a conference call with 
community leaders, the Texas Jewish 
Herald-Voice reported.

Many of the families affected by the 
floods also were flooded out in 2016 and 
2015. Some of the families have flood 
insurance and others do not, according 
to the report.

The Evelyn Rubenstein JCC reported 
suffering flood damage. Prior to the hur-
ricane it had collected emergency sup-
plies and will serve as a distribution cen-
ter for the community. The Jewish Fam-
ily Service also reported flood damage, as 
did at least three Houston synagogues.

More rainfall and flooding are ex-

pected in the coming days.
The Jewish Federations of North 

America opened an emergency relief 
fund to support communities and in-
dividuals in Houston, San Antonio, 
Galveston, Corpus Christi and other ar-
eas in Texas that have been hammered 
by Hurricane Harvey.

Relief efforts are underway in the 
Jewish communities of southeastern 
Texas following the deadly Hurricane 
Harvey that slammed into Texas killing 
at least six people and causing wide-
spread epic flooding.

Ahead of the storm, most area syna-
gogues cancelled Shabbat services. The 
Evelyn Rubenstein Jewish Community 
Center of Houston closed Friday and 
remained closed Sunday due to safety 
concerns.

Several Jewish community members 
led a volunteer emergency response 
team, and performed rescue operations 
Saturday night and Sunday. 

“It’s really bad here,” Jewish com-
munity rescue volunteer Jenelle Garner 

said, reported the Jewish Herald-Voice. 
“We might be forced to leave….”

Rabbi Gidon Moskovitz of the Mey-
erland Minyan said that over half of his 
congregation had “taken in water” up to 
five feet deep in their homes. Chabad-
Lubavitch said that one its emissaries 
in Houston had taken in several people 
after they had become trapped by flood-
ing after Shabbat.

“I am sad to report that many of our 
friends who flooded in the recent past are 
flooded once again, and there are many 
others who have never been flooded 
before,” says Rabbi Chaim Lazaroff, co-
director of Chabad of Uptown with his 
wife, Chanie. “The rain is not stopping.”

The Houston area has been hard hit 
by flooding in recent years, but Satur-
day’s storm was by far the most wide-
spread.

The Jewish Federation of Houston on 
its Facebook page posted Sunday, “Parts 
of our community have been impacted 
by the severe weather of the past two 
days. We are working with our partner 

agencies to assess the current situation 
in our community and determine prior-
ity on action items.”

“We are heartbroken to see the im-
pact of the storm on our community,” 
the Jewish Federation of Greater Hous-
ton stated Sunday on its Facebook page, 
adding that it launched a donation page 
to collect funds for the community’s im-
mediate needs. 

The Jewish Federation of Metropoli-
tan Chicago started a relief fund to help 
victims of the devastating storm.

“We are in touch and working with 
the Jewish Federations of North Amer-
ica, NECHAMA: Jewish Response to 
Disaster, and local Jewish communities 
in the storm’s path to gauge the scope of 
the damage as it unfolds and to quickly 
address specific needs of the Jewish and 
general communities,” the agency said 
in a statement.

Contributions to the Jewish Fed-
eration Hurricane Harvey Relief Fund 
can be made online at www.juf.org/
HurricaneHarvey.

Texas Jewish communities hit hard by hurricane and flooding
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the vineyards chanting “Young man, lift 
up your eyes and see what you choose for 
yourself. Do not set your eyes on beauty, 
but set your eyes on a good family.” Given 
the aforementioned caffeine headaches 
and the difficulty of making a decision 
on an empty stomach, we’re glad this 
particular tradition is no more.

4. Food and drink are not the only 
things Jews abstain from on Yom 
Kippur.

Other traditional no-nos on Yom 
Kippur include bathing, wearing perfume 
or lotions, having sexual relations and 
wearing leather shoes. The less-than-
attractive aroma resulting from the first 
two restrictions (not to mention the 
romantic restrictions imposed by the 
third) may explain why the day ceased to 
be an occasion for finding true love.

5. In Israel, Yom Kippur is the most 
bike-friendly day of the year.

Although many Israelis are secular, and 
there is no law on the books forbidding 

driving on Yom Kippur, virtually all the 
country’s Jews avoid their cars on this 
day. With only the occasional emergency 
vehicle on the road, bikers of all ages 
can be seen pedaling, even on major 
highways.

6. Eating a big meal before the 
holiday begins will make your fast 
harder rather than easier.

Traditionally, the meal eaten before 
beginning the fast is supposed to be large 
and festive, following the Talmudic dictum 
that it is a mitzvah (commandment) to 
eat on the eve of Yom Kippur, just as it 
is a mitzvah to fast on Yom Kippur itself. 
However, eating extra food — particularly 
in one last-minute feast — does not help 
to keep you going for 24 hours, says 
Dr. Tzvi Dwolatzky of Israel’s Rambam 
Health Care Campus. He suggests eating 
small amounts of carbohydrates (bread, 
potato, rice, pasta), some protein (fish, 
chicken) and fruit.

7. On Yom Kippur in 1940, London’s 
Jews kept calm and carried on.

In the midst of the Battle of Britain, the 
relentless Nazi bombardment of London 

that began in September 1940, the city’s 
synagogues went on with their Yom 
Kippur services. According to JTA, while 
air raid warnings “twice disturbed” the 
morning services on Oct. 12, 1940, “most 
synagogues carried on regardless” and a 
“large proportion of the men attending 
services wore uniforms of the various 
forces.”

8. Yom Kippur’s Kol Nidre services 
are the only night of the entire Jewish 
calendar when a prayer shawl is worn 
for evening prayers.

According to the late Rabbi Louis 
Jacobs, the tallit (prayer shawl) is worn 
during Kol Nidre as “a token of special 
reverence for the holy day.” It is traditional 
to wear a tallit or a white garment for 
the entire holiday, with the color white 
symbolizing both our spiritual purity and 
our removing ourselves from the vanities 
of the material world. Many people 
actually wear a white robe called a kittel.

9. A Virginia rabbi’s pro-civil rights 
movement sermon on Yom Kippur in 
1958 riled up local segregationists 
and sparked fears of an anti-Semitic 

backlash.
JTA reported that Virginia’s Defenders 

of State Sovereignty group demanded 
that local Jews “move quickly to refute 
and condemn” Rabbi Emmet Frank of 
Alexandria’s Temple Beth El for his 
sermon criticizing the state’s “massive 
resistance” to school desegregation and 
said that if he had intended to destroy 
Christian-Jewish relations, “he could 
not have been more effective.” While 
a “leading member” of the Reform 
temple reportedly said a “considerable” 
number of congregants worried Frank’s 
stand “might result in increased anti-
Semitism,” others “sided with the rabbi, 
holding that he held a spiritual and moral 
duty to speak out for social justice.” The 
congregation stood by Frank, and The 
Washington Post published an editorial 
calling him a “courageous clergyman.”

Yom Kippur, from page 61
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Save a life in Israel with a gift to support Magen David Adom. 

Donate on AFMDA.com/give or call 866.674.4871

Tehila is one of our first responders who perform more than 
500 resuscitations each month. When a call for help goes out, 
your support helps power the next-generation technology she 
relies on to arrive in minutes. We’re Israel’s emergency medical 
services organization, Magen David Adom. 

Together, we’ll make this New Year a healthy one for millions of 
Israelis. Please give today. Shanah Tovah. 

Saving lives. It’s in our blood — and it’s in yours, too. 

Being 
first.
It’s in her 
blood.

Tehila Brezinger

First Responder
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Market District 
Fresh Brisket Flat 

USDA Choice 
Certified Angus Beef,
In Cry-O-Vac Package

219
lb.

Nature's Basket 
Fresh Roasting Chicken

All natural, antibiotic free

649
lb.

Save ON ROSH HaSHaNaH 
Prices effective august 30 through September 19, 2018

Manischewitz 
Matzo Ball 
Soup Mix
4.5 to 5 oz., 
selected varieties

Red 
Delicious 
Apples
3 lb. bag

Farmers Market 
Whole Carrots
2 lb. bag

Empire Kosher 
Fresh Chicken 
Leg Quarters

Rokeach 
Tin Tumblers
1 ea., 
selected varieties

Yehuda 
Gefilte Fish
24 oz., 
selected varieties

Organic  
Red Beets

Yams

Sun Maid 
Pitted or 
Chopped 
Dates
8 oz.

Please visit our stores for 
additional selections of fine kosher wines

KOSHeR WINe 
10% discount available when you Mix & Match 

6 or more bottles (750mL or larger). 
Plus all state and local taxes. 

Not all items and retails available in all areas.

Manischewitz 
Concord Grape 
or Blackberry 
750 mL

Kedem 
Grape Juice
64 oz., 
selected varieties

Save up to $2.20 ea.
699

ea.329
lb.

2 FOR 
$7 2 FOR 

$4

2 FOR 
$7 99¢

lb. 2 FOR 
$6

499
ea.

Bartenura 
Moscato d'Asti
750 mL

1499
ea.

299
ea.

2 FOR 
$5

Save up to $1.58 on 2

2 FOR 
$5

Lipton Kosher
Noodle Soup
4.3 oz.,
selected varieties

Save up to 98¢ on 2

Save $2.00 ea.

May yOu Have a 
GOOd aNd SWeet yeaR.

Streits Matzo
10 to 11 oz., 
selected varieties

Save up to $2.16 on 4 

Save up to $3.00 ea. with your

4 FOR 
$3

899
ea.

aNd tOO!

$1OFF
Valid through 9/19/18

Must present Giant Eagle Advantage Card® with coupon. Excludes items prohibited 
by law. Limit one coupon per customer. Not valid with any other offer. Not subject 
to doubling. Copies and facsimiles not accepted. Coupon is worth no cash value. No 
cash back.

Nature’s Basket Fresh Roasting Chicken,  
empire Kosher Fresh Chicken Leg Quarters 
or Market district Fresh Brisket Flat

Save $1.00 ea.
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